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f']j"! HE disirict of Chitta
gongdue to its unique
contribution in the war

of independence of the

Greater Indian Subcontinent

was awarded a brilliant title of

Hiplobi Chattala (Revolutionary

Chittagongl. This award or

honour was given not by any

individual but by the history as

a whole because of its

remarkable and pioneering

role 1n our war against the

British Imperialism thal

subjugated and ruled this vast

land of unending beauty.
culture and wealth and re:
duced it to one of the esl
territories of the world. The

role of Chittagong was so much
important and unparalleled
that Mahatma Gandhi himself,
not at all known to be very soft
and impartial towards Bengal
could not but highly praise the
district lor its wonderful deeds

in arih-British War. "
‘1n this glorious war the

district ol Chittagong pro-
duced an innumerable number
of heroic sons and daughters
only one or two of whom could
have radiated like the sun for
centuries together to enhance
the honour of a nation. The
names of some of the freedom
lighters such as the great na-
tionalist leader Moniruzzaman
Islamabadi. Master Kazim Ali, J
M Sengupta; Masterda
Suryasen. Birkanya Pritilata
and Kalpana Joshi [Datta) etc.
may be cited from among
those unlimited number of
brave people who sacrificed
their lives smilingly in the gal-
lows.

Masterda Suryasen should
not be considered an individ-
ual only as he was indeed a
revolution or history in him-
sell. He had a small armed and
unafmed army of his own and
with a team of about sixty
armerl cadres he paralyzed the
British Administration at Chit-
tagong district and raised high
the flag of independence here
far four days after which he
and his team had to suffer a
greal lose in a bloody face to
face battle with the enemy
army. He was then compelled
lo retreat from the main bat-
tlefield (i.e. Jalalabad Pahar,
not far away from Chittagong
Town) with his surviving com-
rades.

But his armed struggle.

Bir Kanya Kalpana
An Undaunted Freedom Fighter

by Binode Dasgupta

against \he British ruler could

not be stopped by any brutal
repression or tactics of the
then greatest power of the
world. Masterda of course had
to hide himself and continued
his armed fight for indepen-
dence from underground. After
the great Jubo Bidroha (Youth
Revolution) of Chittagong held
in the month of April 1930,
Masterda didn't stop his rewo-
lutionary activities even for a
day and carried on so many
armed operations against the
imperial administration for
about four years until finally
caught by the enemy in 1933
due to betrayal of a traitor,
Kshetramohan Sen, During this
long period of three to four
years only a very few people
were closely related to Mas-
terda. Among these illustrious
sons and daughters two and
only two were women — Bir
Kanya Pritilata and Kalpana
Datta, the two pride ladies in
the Indian war of Indepen-
dence. Today.we intended to
tell only a few words about
Kalpana Datta (Subsequently
married to P C Joshi, to earn
the sur name 'Joshi’).

We are proud that both of
the above mentioned great
ladies were the daughters of
this soil. But the present
writer is sorry to state that he
did never come across any bi-
ography of Kalpana Datta, if, of
course, published anywhere.
She was born at a village
Ruown as Sripur under

——

trict. This writer also could
not trace her date of birth
Iromm any published or unpub-
listfed records, but from dif
ferent reports published so far
after her death and her state-
ment, quoted here and there
by many people it seems that
she was bormm in 1912 or 1913,
as most of the reports suggesf
that she died at the age of B3
In one of her statements made
to some political ladies she
asserted that she was junior to
Pritilata by two years in age
and one year in academic life.
She was born in a solvent mid
dle class family and her grand-
lather was a Roy Bahadur. one
of the very prestigious titles at
that time given by the British
Administration. She passed
her Matriculation Examination
in 1929 from Chittagong town
and proceeded to Calcutta to
get her admitted in Bethun
College where from she passed
| Sc. in 1931 After that she
was seriously involved in the
revolutionary activities of Mas-
terda for which she couldn't
complete her Degree studies
In 1933 she was arrested with
iwo great revolutionary leaders
Masterda Suryasen and
Tarakeshwar Dastiear.

She was influenced by the
revolutionary ideas as one of
her uncles was closely associ-
ated with Masterda's Revolu-
tionary Party. Frem her school
life she performed many
assisting jobs for this revolu-
tionary group. In Bethun
College. particularly as a
student of Science she played
a very active part in doing
some technical jobs for her
party. She along with some
other girls of the same college
hailing from Chittagong
supplied many essentlal items
for the preparation of bombs
and other ammunitions etc.

The two great leaders as we
mentioned earlier. arrested
with her were hanged in
Chittagong Jail when she was
also supposed to be hanged.
But as a woman she was not
given that punishment and
sentenced to life impris-
onment. Due to a great move-

ment for the release of politi-.

cal prisons and particularly

due to interference of Ra

bindrapath Tagore and Ma-
hatma Gandhi she and many
other political leaders were
released from Jail probably in
1937. Immediately she joined
the Communist Party of India
which was officially banned up
to 1942 In engaging herself
deeply in political activities of
the party she was also getting
prepared for her Degree exam
ination and had her B Sc. De-

gree in 1940. As a leading
Communist worker soon she
came close to P C Joshi, the
then Secretary (also the first
Secretary) of the Communist
Party of India and in the short
time they were married

Though married to a non-Ben-
gali person she was oul and out
a Bengali through out her life
and passed a greater part of
her life in Calcutta where she
served long years in the Statis-
tical Institute of lndia, founded
by P C Mohalnobish, one of the
Ereatest Statisticians and
Economists known throughout
the world. She also died that
day (February 8) in a Calcutta
Clinic.

it is great shame for us that
we failed to show her a due re-
spect which a great daughter
of this soil deserves. The his-
tory that is taught to our stu-
dent community has nothing
to say about these great leaders
without the wonderful contri-
bution of whom we might not
have as yet enjoyed the light
and air of independence. So
ungrateful we are that it is
hard to imagine what the
wiorld community thinks about
us. Not only the Government
or so political parties but
the Universities, Bangla
Academy, Asiatic Society and
similar other erganisations are
totally mum about all of them.

What they are teaching our
children? Do they think our
independence was achieved
only on 16 December, 1971
like a ripe fruit of a tree?

may try to please Rajakars and
Albadars in this way but one
day they must face the conse-
quence as they tried to destroy
our tradition and the glorious
history of this land.

The writer is associated
with the Shiksha-0O-Sanskriti
Charcha Kendra

HAT tree can be -

ber. lodder. luelwood
and staple lood at the
same time’?

The jackfruit Ltree,
what.

"For Asian farmers with lim-
ited land who are striving to
meet needs for wood products,
animal feed
household food security. the
jackfruit is gdodsend," says Dr
John Raintree. coordinator of
the Artocarpus Network of
Winrock International.

that's

Artocarpus is the liree's
generic name derived [rom the
Greek word arto-carpus, which
means "breadfruit”. The more
popular name of jackfruit
comes from the indian jaka or
tsjaka. -

In a study. redsearchers
asked Asian farmers to name
their first and second choices,
of a tree from which they
derive the most uses. The
jackdruit was the second most
[requently mentioned tree,
after mango and before co-
conut.

Food was (he tree's mast
frequently cited use, the study

traditionally called “rice tree”,
the jackiruit is eaten mostly as
a vegetable in curries.

and above all,

found. In Sri Lanka where it is

Boalkhali PS of Chittagong dis-
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Jack (F rmt) of All Trades

In south India, the Irunl is
lhe f[avourite of most house-
holds for its strong, sweet and
aromatic odour., [ine texture
and rich and appetizing taste,
Shredded, jackfruit is eaten
fresh or used in ice cream,
candies and other desserts.

In the Philippines, the
young or immature fruit is also
used as a vegetable. Industrial
processors utilize the young
fruit as an ingredient in the
manufacture of a fish sauce
known locally as patis.
Immature, overripe. and fallen
fruits from a tree are given to
hogs and cattle.

Aside from its fgod value,
the jackfruit is also valued for
its medicinal properties. In
China, the aril is considered a
cooling and nutritious tonic.

In Sri Lanka, the leaves are
widely used to treat diabetes,
particularly among the elderly.
Mature or ripened. fallen
leaves are collected, boiled,

and drank for this purpose.
Collected leaves are also sun-
dried. ground. and mixed in
hot water to make a tea that
native physicians say helps
prevent diabetes.

In the Philippines,
charred and powdered leaves
are used againsit diarrhoea,
boils, and stomachache. To
heal ulcers, the ash of leaves
burned with corn and coconut
shells are used alone or mixed
with coconut oil. Heated fresh
leaves are sued for wound heal-
ing.

The jackfruit is also an im-
portant source of timber. In
India. the timber is u for
making high-quality furniture
and musical instruments, as
well as building materials. In
the Philippines, the wood is
prized in the making of guitars
and ukeleles of resonant qual-
ity and beauty.

As a timber, experts say the
jackfruit is superior to teak.

the .
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This must be the reason
palaces in Bali and Macassar
were built of jackfruit wood
and the limited supply in Indo-
China was once reserved for
temples.

In Malaysia, jackfruit is in-

‘tercropped in durian orchards

to provide shade. It is similarly
used to shade coffee and or-
ange trees, and in India and
ori Lanka, it is grown to pro-
vide shade and living support
for black pepper. :

In Africal the trees are uti-
lized for yarm support. In
Australia. they
windbreks at close spacings. In
Bangladesh, jackfruit is an im-
portant reforestation species.

But despite its varied uses,
jackfruit is still considered a-
backyard crop in most parta of
Asia.

A native to the rainforests of
the western Ghats of India and
Malaysia, Arabs took it to the
east coast of Africa, and even-
tually if arrived in the whole of
tropical Africa and America.
Today, it is an important fruit
crop in India, Myanmar, Sri
Lanka, Malaysia. Indonesia,
Thailand, Philippines, and
many other tropical countries.

— Depthnews Asia

N Begam Rokeya Sakh-
I watl Hossain's first short
novel, "Sultana's Dream,”
Sultana visits a land where all
the men live in seclusion in
the 'Murdana’. In Ladyland, the
women take care of every
aspect of the political and eco-
nomic spheres. It is a peaceful
" land, the only weapons used
are a woman's brains, the
you see, is also in the Murdana,

askadtnstaythmbyﬂl:gmd'

queen until of further use. .-
As | read about the Dhaka

University Sunset Rule, that

pertains to all women living in
Dhaka University hostels,
‘Sultana's Dream” kept reap-
pearing in my mind over and
over. During the past weeks,
the Sunset Rule has received
some modicum of publicity in
the press, not all of it accurate.
~Shumi, one of the student
leaders of the movement who 1|
was fortunate enough to inter-
view before she went home for

the Eid holidays. says that a lot

of the papers gave their own
definition of the rule and cer-
tain members of the public
seemed to think that the rule
is a safety precaution for the
good of the femaleé students
and that women only want it
- removed so that they can stay
out late and have a good time.

Such is definitely not the
case. First of all, the women's

movement against the S
Rule, is not to have i.mabe

ished, but to have it modtfied] '
made easier to follow and nolk
necessary to break. Their de

._murder?
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moas

ﬁ’app that they areé accustomed to the purdah
s‘ystem and have ceased to grumble at their

. But how do you manage to do without

the Police or Magistrates in case of theft or

. Since the Murdana system there has
been no more crime or sin .

— Sultana's Dream wmm&mm
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_mands, alsop are very much
“ conistitutional, which the
“Sunset Rule itsclf is not for the

equally. The equality between
the sexes is an undeniable and
basic fundamental right.

What exactly is the Sunset

Rule? There is actually no such

‘thing as the Sunset Rule in_

name, it is simply a coinage
given by the students to Dhaka
University Ordinances for fe-
male students living in any of
the three campus halls. In
1973, under the Presidential

 Order, Section 38 and 39, the
| UniversityaSyndicate made the

University Ordinance and
Regulations, still being used -

today as law on University .
campus. _
- The ordinance for female

students for resident housing
states clearly, "the gate of the
hall shall be closed at 6-30 PM

-in Winter and 7-30 PM in

Summer ang it shall not be
bdntt 6 AM ex-
e permission of
he vamt There is strict

visiting hours thal are main-

tained. In fact a bell goes off at |
~ the start and finish of visiting
~_hours, the same as it does in
‘simple reason that it does not=
' treat male and female students

jails and mental institutions.
No visitor can venture any-

~where but the visitors room
. and cannot ever spend the

nighl'. in the hall. Shumi, who

- will be a full fledged lawyer

once she gives her Law Viva
this summer, recounts what
happened to Khukhu, another
student leader of the move-
ment when she arrived one
minute after the gates closed.
"She was made to stand out-
side for 15 minutes, then once
she went in, she stood be-
tween the first and second
gates for another 20 minutes,
after which she was interro-
gated as to where she was.”

 For male students living on
campus, "near” relatives and
guardians can spend up to

. three days in the hostel. Also,

"the gate of each House or Hall
shall be closed at 9-30 PM
during the months of
November to February and 10-
30 PM during the rest of the

Once the gates are closed,

fShe_dJ{;zg Light on the Sunset Rule

female students must all,
within half hour appear at the
room of the house tutor to give
their attendance. To picture
1200 (number of students in
Rokeya Hall) or even 393
[number of students in Kuwait
Moitri Hall) women converg-
ing/ lining up, or pushing and
shoving their way to make sure
their attendance is noted, i
absurd., simply ridiculous.
Wouldn't it be sin or even
more efficient if the house tu-
tor's went to each room and
took attendance instead? One
of the demands in the memo
sent. to the VC is that atten-
dance be either taken by the
house tutors or only two to
three times a week instead of
everyday. The women, in the
halls have also seized all bells.
To stay out later than the
gates closing or to spend the
might in a relatives home, a
woman has to submit an appli-
cation that needs to be signed
by the house tutor, the Provost
and the local guardian.
"Sometimes the amount of
time it takes to get signatures
from our local guardians makes
pointless for us to venture
t at all, many girls forge the
signature of their local
guardians”, says Shumi. One of
the demands of the movement
is that this bothersome motion
of having applications signed
by three people be stopped
and instead, students note
down in the log book where
they are going and for what

Continued on page 13
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Travelling by the Dead

S dead bodies (hese
A days have started

travelling from one
place to another | have told

my inward-looking consort not
1 book any final resting place
ji» advance. Disposal of our own
dead bodies in notl owur
responsibility King Frederick
the Great of Prussia who
wanted burial by the side of his
dogs changed his burial place
Iwice. Napoleon. whom the
British denied his choice ol
burial eventually returned to
Paris from St Helena. King Ni

cola of Yugoslavia who was
buried in ltaly because of dis-
agreement with Karl Marx's
theory came back haome for
another burial. Imre Nagi. the
Hungarian leader whom the
Soviet Communists hanged and
buried unceremoniously was
taken out of his original burial
place and was re-buried with
honour. These changes of
burial places by dead bodies
have convinced me of the futil

ity of having pre-fixed burial
plot .

My wife desires to buy out
of her own fund a small piece
ol land which may contain her
inortal remains after death.
Before she finally settles down
six feet below the surface. she
likes to visit the place occa
sionally when alive. She be
lieves that these visits to the
proposed final resting place
will burn out her desire to ac-
guire earthly things through
foul means. Moreover. it would
also teach her humility which
graveyards alone can do.

While rich people are mak-
ing frantic efforts to acquire
restdential plots in posh model
towr™s and some are pushing
their husbands off to Middle
East the grow rich overnight
and to build as many houses as
possibie, my wile 'indents a
single-sized burial plot for her
m advanee. | am little annoyed
al this unearthly retrogressive
thouwght for the next world for
this simple reason that. so far,
| have not -been able to buy a
suitable plot of land to build a
house wherein we could hud-
dle up ourselves and gasp out
ol breath to the next world. To
add to my depleted resources,
the Dhaka City Corporation has
‘recently raised the cost of
burial plots on the pretext of
rising cost of living although
the plots for dead persons
hardly need any after burial
maintenance.

| have persuaded my wife to
defer her proposal for acquisi-
tion of the burial plot on the
ground that if she buys it in
her life time. either of us has
to bear its cost. In case we do
nol own any such plot, we may

not remain unburied or grgve

less. The living humanity will
have us buried at their own
cost in order just to save them
from what others call enwvi-
roninental pollutPon We can
afford to postpone this advance
planning

Moreover, no one can guar

antee that she may be buried
in her own plot. Some one may
occupy her plot illegally In
that event those responsibile
for her burial will require to
eject the illegal occupant who
may not be available alive to re
sporkl to legal question There
are Iinstances when the
daughter's grave. dug and con

structed in advance. was oc

cupied by her father Emperor
Mohammad Ghori's daughter
construcied a grave for her in
advance in Ghazni. After his as
sassination by the Khokars

Ghori's mortial remains were
taken to Ghazni for burial As
no other grave was availabie for
immediate use. the emperor
was buried in the grave which
his daughter had it dug in ad-
vance for her own mortal re-

Mans.

lavish graves Yet. some of
their women preferred auster-
My in their return journey
Emperor Neor Jahan a pace-
seiter or face-lifter in womanly
fashion. preferred a final resi-

ing place near Lahore bereft of

any beauty. let alone the tradi-
tonal grandeur which charac-
lerised the mausolia aof the
Mughals In the suburb of La
hore. her tomb casually fin-
ished with exposed bricks
mocked at the lavishness of
other imperial graves. The epi-
taph on her grave reads

Bar majare ma gariba na
cherage na guley

Na parey parwana shuohat
na sataye udbnldey

None should burn a candle

Nor one should place a
wreath on my tomb

Lest the candle burns an in
sSect

Or the flower is stained’

Another Mughal woman,
Jahanara, a poet and an ac-
complished connoisseur of art,
lived a tormented personal life.
She spent the last days of her
life as a prisoner in Agra fort
across the Jumna river and

:\1 N .'\lu'-.t:lh'.

Even alter burial one may
not remain in the same burial
plot. Jawharlal Nehru's body
was cremated at the outskirt of
Delhi. But Nehru, in a will, de
sired that the ashes of his
mortal remains should be
taken out and spread from sky
at the confluence of the
Ganges so that they mixed up
with the soil of India beyond
recognition.

His daughter, Indira
Gandhi's body ashes, after
cremation, similarly were
spread over the Himalayas as
she wished. The body cannot
now be located at one place.

Al times Providence also
kept mortal remains asunder.
Hazrat Imam Hussain's body
remained buried at Karbala but
his head. cruelly severed from
the body. travelled to Damas-
cus en route to Cairo for burial
at the Al-Hussaini Mosque at
ca-ll- D..

Lady Mountbatten, the wife
of the last Viceroy of India, was
not known to have faced any
shortage of burial ground. yet
her mortal remains were
sunken in the deep Atlantic

“ocedn i fulfifment of her dé-
sire. Her burial on land could
have cost her family much less.

The Mughals, after Pharaos
of Egypt. gave them equally

overlooking (he Tajmahal
where her mother lay buried
in the majestic tomb. Jahanara
preferred a humbile grave near
that of Hazrat Nizamuddin Au-
lia. On her tomb is inscribed a
poemn composed by herself:

Begalr Sabza na poshad kase
majarey mara

Ke kabar poshe gariban -

hamin zia hashast’

‘Nothing should adorn my
grave except the green grass
which is the only befitting
cover for a poor helpless per
son of my kind'

Geetl-Ara, another daughter
of emperor Shahjahan. now
lies buried in Ajmir, by the
side of the spiritual Sultanul
Hind, Khawja Moinuddin
Chisti.

But her mother's? Nowhere
in the world any husband gave
such an eloquent and elegant
expression of conjugal love in
white marble after the death of
his spouse. Poet Tagore calles
it a 'drop of tear on the cheek
of time’. Others condemned ii
as squandering of public
money for private love.

Emperor Shahjahan wanted
to build two mausolia — the
white one to contain mortal
remains of Mamtaz and the
black one, on the other side of
the Jumna, his own. But God

ordained to keep the couples
side by side in the Taymahal.

Tajmahal incited many
wives into jealousy and caused
many husband te envy or to
laugh at. Momtaz. of course.
indented in her life time a
monument on her mortal re-
mains. But she did not know
that it would need twenty
thousand workers to work for
twenly-two years at a cosi of
thirty million rupaya. -

Besides narrating the story
of the above royalties some ¢
whom preferred humility in
their return journey to the
Creator. | also relate the sig
of a popular benevolent public
leader who had forsaken his
own religion in order to please
his muti-religious electorate.
After his death. he was taken
to a Muslim cemetery for
burial. The caretaker of the
cemetery wanted to know the
religion of the deceased. On
being teld that the deceased
was secular. the caretaker po-
litely refused him entry on the
ground that the graveyard was
only meant for the Muslims.
He was then taken to the
Christian cemetery. They also
refused to bury him there on
the same plea. Then he was
taken to the Hindu burial
place. They too refused Lo ac-
cept himm on similar ground.
The bier bearers then got an-
noyed with the deceased for
his having belonged to secular-
ism which provided no sepa-
rate burial ground. In disgust
they threw the dead body into
the secular flowing river and
returned home.

The Pharao of “Egypt.
Marnepta. son of Ramesis [l
drowned in the river Nile
while chasing Moses. his dead
body was salvaged and buried
in the royal graveyard at
Thebes. The dead body was
discovered in 1898 by one ar-
chaeologist, named Loret. The
French Academy of Medicines
examined the dead body of
Mamepta and found that the
cause of his death was drown-
ing. The body is now lying for
publie viewing in Cairo Mu-
seum. In Sura Yunus in the
Holy Quran Allah says: Fal
yawma nundgjjika bebadaneka
letakuna khalfaga ayatan — we
shall preserve your body as a
sign for the pesterity.

At last my wife was con-
vinced that since we believed
in God and belonged to a faith,
it is His duty to provide us a fi-
nal resting place in His limit-
less munificence, no matter
the cost of burial plots is less
or more. And we do not re-
quire to foot the bill for main-
tenance of the grave.

From Farmers to Ministers, Mix 'n’ Match is in

Second-hand clothes have become big business in Kenya, where a perfectly good

European cast-off can sell for a fraction of the price of a locally-made suit. Gemini News K

Service raports on the controversy mitumba has created in Kenya's textile industry.

Rﬂhm't()hnyl()tamwnteaﬁml{mmm,l(enya

" ET ladies shine to-
I dav!” ruars a trader,
holding aloft a dress

which looks as good as new.

Another at the next stall
hollers. "Impress your boss
tomorrow in a three-piece
woollen - suit!”

It-is 7 am and already the
traders at Kibuye, the largest
open-air market in East and
Central Africa, are raucously
trying to out-shout each other

in touting the virtues of their

wares.

Rows of 15-ton lorries,
parked closely side-by-side,
have disgorged their contents:
bales of mitumba — second-
hand clothes — which retailers
sell to avid customers
throughout the week.

The market, on the out-
skirts of Kisumu, Kenya's sec-
ond-largest city, located on the
shores of Lake Victoria about
400 kilometres west of
Nairobi, draws dealers from all
over the country am:i even be-

Their success has had a di-
rect impact on the day-to-day
life of many Kenyans by widen-
ing the range of clothes avail-
able to them.
Miumba are imported,

mostly [rom Europe and the
United States. in 100 kilogram

‘ clothing bill,
‘which the inflation rate has

bales. vach containing an as-
sortmenl ol garments. from
children's clothes to men's
suits. Most importers are se-
nior figures in the governem-
nts or civil service. Others are
wealthy Kenyans known here
as "PCs". or politically correct
cMisens.

AMutumba have dramatically
reduced the average family's
in a country in

only recently come down to 13
per cent from more than 100
per cent two years ago, and
where the gross national prod-
uct per head is only $310.

Mitumba have also become a
welcome means of livelihood
for many families. Often both
husbands and wives are in the
business.

Jane Akinyi has been selling
— and wearing — second-hand
clothes for six years. "l do not
know what | would be wearing
now if it were not for the mi-
tumba. My kids would not be
ealing or going to school ei-
ther,” she says. »

A bundle or bale sells for
7.000 Kenya shillings and
since there is no fixed price

on items of clothing, retailers

can make up to 400 per cent

profit on each bale.
" A used woollen suit may sell

for as little as Sh700. With a
few adjustments and proper
washing, the used suit is as
good as a brand-new imported
one, which costs as much as
5h105.000 in an exclusive
shop in Nairobi,

The advent of mitumba in
the late 1980s has made
Kenyans more conscious of
fashion, especially of the mix-
n -match kind, for the used
clothes can be afforded by al-
most anybody.

Their arrival on the scene
could not have come at a bet-
ter time — just when the infla-
tion rate was going up by leaps
and bounds.

But like most good things
the mitumba have also had a
negative effect. The local tex-
tile industry is going through a
rough patch, aggravated by the
arrival of mitumba and other
cheap goods from the Far East
and now further worsened by
the liberalisation of the Kenyan
economy which has pushed
the imports door wide open.

The industiry raised a hue
and cry about mitumba as early
as 1990. The uproar was s0
loud that President Daniel
Arap Moi decided to intervene.
He siapped a ban on dealing in
second-hand clothes, includ-
ing importation and retailing.

The ban, ordered in January
1990, gave the dealers until
May of that year to dispose of
their wares.

But if the President thought
he had made a political score,
he had a re-think coming.
Before the ban could take ef-
fect, he beat a hasty retreat. He
realised that he had not only

stepped on the toes ol power-
Continued on page 13

VERWEIGHT metropo:
litan Dhaka needs a_
regime of aerobic

exercises to contain the city Lo
reasonable dimensions (and
impart cosmetic attrac-
tiveness) to be able to control
its administration; which has
gone beyond the capabilities of
DCC and RAJUK. Unless new
regulations are enforced now,
improvement of the existing
conditions would be like the
beating about the bush.

The City planners (with the
existing UNDFP project team)
must be carrying out, il is pre-
sumed. exercise to find out
how a diversilication master
plan could be mounted for the
transfer of assets and technol-
ogy to the other divisions of
the country, to check the un-
manageable migration to the
metropolis. To cite a small ex-
ample, there are oo many
head offices here (and oo few
office accommodation), result-

h in too many trips.

The muflfussil had .J“]FI

Quit Dhaka

Master Plg_[l
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been getting a step-motherly
trealment as far as the concen
tration of offices, projects and
development activities are
concerned. compared o
Dhaka. The proposed Plan is
quite different from the exist-
ing rural enrichment projects
under the 5-Year Plan for eir-

culation of more money in the

rural areas and for raising the
average standard of living of
the rural population.

- Our planners and political
leaders are not paying much
attention to the check and bal

ance aspects of the wurban
problems due 1o rapid
development resulting in

urban migration at teo fast a
rate. The over crowding and
traffic jams and vertical
building congestion will soon
overtake the other divisional
headquarters [(within a
decade), if the discouragement
brakes are not applied from
Now or

Wilh the decision (o shift

the garment tactories from
Dhaka city, the next phase
should be the shifting of the
light Industries from the city
Core area. and the imnummediate
ban on the seiting of ww light
industrial units In the gireater
[Yhaka arra as such areas
woulkd be needed for business

and commercial offices. edu-
Catonal institutions. More, res-

ilential units, and road diver-
sions and dispersal prﬂjeﬂa.l
Nobody is talking about more
satellite towns around Dhaka
(first the mass transit system)

Al present the development
in the greater Dhaka zone is
going on in a haphazard man
ner, and the supervision and
control are very lax. not only
due W shortage of supervisory
stafl (infrastructure) but also
due to graft and corrupt prac
tices. The basics of good urban ‘*]
practices are being ignored in
spite of the architects joodels
in the blueprints There is
hardly any protest as the vast
majority - are involved in the
game Psychologically this
siate ol aflairs is to be ex
pected In a have no' society |
riding a development boom

The adverse implications are

well known

{an we hear more [roam Ue

experis”’




