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Matter of Staple Food

There is a basic difference between how we
and the government look at the rice situation ob-
taining in the country. We regard this as a crisis
and very largely a man-made one. By contrast, the
food minister is averse to equating the situation
with a crisis and places the blame on drought,
and huardir.l‘ﬁ by the private traders, avoi any
mention of the series of fmnmznw -
tion and mismanagement that brought us to this
pass on the food frunt S

We are not asking him to own up what had
happened before him, but in the line of our duty
we feel obliged to urge the minister to clear the
deck of the vested interests which have grown to
live off the people's miseries. In doing this, we
can assure him, he will be tremendously aided by
a change of style. We are expecting a transparent
readiness to face facts and disseminate credible
information about the staple food of the people.

The change of guard in the food ministry said
it all, a couple of months age. The cereals security
reserve was allowed to plummet ernualljy to
1.26 lakh metric tonnes, cheaply se -
called 'rotten’, but basically ill-stocked, rice, to
the traders. Then we heard the drought-induced
deficit being forecast at around 4 per cent of the
normal yield of Aman but in reality it ran to as
high as 12 per cent. Now this shortfall in Aman
harvest from last year adds up to what is certain

to be a reduced TRRI-Boro uutput in the current
linancrn year.

, What has happened in the very structure and
system of food management, over the last year or
so, is that foodgrains business has passed into the
hands of a manipulative coterie of influential
people. The government has abdicated its food

rocurement role to the so-called godown-wallas.

ith cash credit support from the banks flowi
into their hands to buy rice from the farmers an
no grains licensing system to control them, they
are having a field-day with hoarding and price-
jacking. _
- It must be noted that the food ministry's open
market sale is not from a position of strength.
Internally it has not been a procurer nor is the
food import in its hands That is why its OMS can
have only a very %aglhlc efft:l::t on market
prices. All the manip tive strings are  held by
the lucky traders. |

it will be the government's hi testing duty"

now to ensure fair trading practices in this vital

_' We Condemn

The continuing carnage in Karachi has now
added to its casualty list two Americans who
worked for the US consulate. This is for the first
time that Karachi's sectarian conflagration has
- made foreigners the target since. troubles erupted
late last year. Almost a st city, Karachi has be-
come ungovernable. The long-drawn turmoil in
Pakistan's port city and her main financial centre
_is badly hurting the nation. The heinous act by
terrorists. accounting for the death of two con-
sulate staff is further indication that terrorists are
bent upon discrediting not only the government
of Pakistan but also the entire nation.

Terrorisin#as a\means "t& achieve anything is
highly condemnable. If condemnation would
makce the terrorists mend their ways, we are
ready to {'nin others in decrying them in the
strongest language we are capable of. But thuse
are very hardened elements and convinc
out of the wrong course could be extrem difﬂ-
cult. Karachi's problems are political and it as to
“be solved politically. It has become Pakistan's
Achilles’ heel mostly because the, political leader-
- ship in Pakistan is taking too much tinre to find
the r anlni: al answer to the total lawlessness

Wlu,lhu_ the aim ol the attack on the Ameri-
cans in Pakistan is to hamper the process of im-
provement in the US-Pakistan relations is not yet
clear.. But the government of Benazir Bhutto
would like to believe that it was part of a sinister
design to bring an end to her government's ini-
tiative to improve the bilateral ties. The fact that
the US first lady's visit to Pakistan later this
month will go ahead as planned shows that
America has confidence in the host count
However Benazir's visit to the US next mon
with the aim of inviting American investors to her
country may be given the cold shoulder.

To know that the US has offered FBI [Fedem{j :

.

Bureau of Investigation) assistance to track down

.the assailants is encour g. The involvement of

the US intelll?cnce might add sophistication to
the process of investigation hopefully leading to
an apprehension of the assailarits. |

We sympathise with the bereaved families of

the US victims and express our outright con-
demnation of such an act of terrorism.

Happy Farewell to Anne

Princess Anne has just completed a foar-
visit to Bangladesh. Her visit, the second of Ita
kind, coincided with the 25th year of the opera
tion of Britain's largest global humanitarian nrgﬂn
isation, Save the C n Fund (SCF).
stay in the country she had a busy sched
keep. As the
been able to gather first-hand knowledge of the
organisation's work here. Since the nd is
mainly- enga:ﬁ:f in ensuring the welfare of chil-
dren, partic from the lowest class of society,
li;;r visit held a apecial significance for the coun-

There has been wide:spread malnutritinn
amugf the cuuntrgo children. It was earlier re-

that onl ut eight per cent of our chil-
dren get the righ kind of nourishment, and the
rest suﬂ'er from e form of malnutrition. If the
comparatively well-off families fail to ruﬁde
their children with balanced diets, 1tisara'1

guess how the slum le, among

works, fare in feeding their chﬂdren

have been shocked to know that the papu]at:lnn is
recording, on an average, a stunted growth. That
the slum- children are the worst victims
needs no elabotation.

The princess must have been appalled by the |

abject erty she saw among the slum
Even tﬂw her nrganisatirt;% is doi
mendable jnb it can hurdly deal with
tion single-handedly hould join efforts.
Community dmrtlupment is what SCF seeks to
promote. In that task it ﬁught to find others as
co-travellers. |

We hope the t will h im e
the services beirg rendeﬁ:d tﬂ pngﬁ'p chﬂﬁcn.
We wish godspeed to this endearing member of
the Bnttah royal family.

pcup e.
a com-
e situa-

president of SCF, Princess Anne ha,s ;

Development.

~one being unfamiliar -

F Prime Minister . Nara-
I simha Rao believes that he

has been able to stall dissi-
dence in Congress by turning
out from the party -Arjun
Singh, once his No 2. or by
adding more ministers o his
cabinet., he is mistaken. The
party is seething with discon-
tent and nervousness. And it
has grown oo effette from fac-
tions and fatigues to come out
healthy from the condition it is
in.

The detractors are sharpen-
ing their knives and awaiting
only the result of elections in
Bihar, Gujarat. Maharashtra
and Orissa before they hurl the
challenge. They want to requi-
sition the All India Congress
Committee (AICC], the pariy's
apex body, which he has
avoided* to surmunon. By the
time Lhe AICC meets, the out-

comie of the polls will be
knowii aiid (he whistle blown.

Even I Culgress wins half
the states — nu likely — it will
not be able W avert open in-
fighting. 1o wwic and more
Congressiuci. Rao doers nol
look Hke the e vdler who can
turn e ude against Congress
[an the D0 pariiamentary
election. Ajun Singh may have
been the Tirst 1o thirow down
the gatintlet but there are
many other stalwarts includ-

ing former UP chiel minister
N D Tewari and former cabinet
minister A K Anthony from
Kerala, looking for the right
time to strike. They too, like
Arjun Singh, are convinced
that Congress cannot win.

In fact. the ranks of the
disgruntled have swollen fol-
lowing the eabinet expansion.
Too many have been disap-
pointed. Rao had to say that he
would expand his ministry
soorn. He has even kepl impor-

tant portfolios like Defence,

Industry and Health unfilled.
But the general feeling is that,
as usual, he is playing politics
or putting up one against an-
other. Persons appointed min-
isters prove the point. -

The reinduction of Mad-
havrao Scindia into the cabinet
is not on merit. His plus point
is that he belongs to the same
state, Madhya Pradesh, from
where Arjun Singh hails. To

underscore the point, Rao has

given him Arjun Singh's old
portfolio, Human Resources
This may be
good politics but bad mathe-
maiics because it is Arjun
Singh. who has most Congress
legislators behind hiin. Scindia

B R 18t e BRopal THEF

month, | found that Arjun
Singh's hold had not lessened
after his expulsion. At least, 35
members ol the state legisla-
ture are ready to bolt C _
at his behest. Madhya Pradesh
chief minister Digvijay Singh.’
who enjoys a majority of only
11, realises the danger and he
-is doing an impossible task of

1 keeping both Rao and Arjun

Singh in good humour. The

- government will, however, fall

the day Arjun Singh decides to
pull it down.

It appears that he is not yet
in the game of toppling gov-
ernments. For that matter, he
can also oust the Karunakaran
ministry in Kerala where his
supporter, A K Anthony. is
holding the trump card. The
reply to the party charge
sheet. which Arjun Singh re-
leased the other da}' indicates

he e cis to win back his
Hﬂﬂ ‘the party. Obwi-

uusly he is expecting the cri- .

sis in the party 1o deepen after
the state elections.

And now there are firm
indications that Sonia Gandhi,
who has been playing her

| cards cleverly, will have her
ySay when the storm against

o gathers. Whether at that

- time she favours Tewari or Ar-

jun Singh is a matter of con-
jecture (she does not want an

office for herself]. There is no
doubt that she believes that

Rao cannot fill the vacuum of
leadership that Congress faces.

This is despite the fact that
the prime minister calls on
‘her regularly and gets her
‘clearance’ on matters  of im-

'School phobia'

Eir.
Mirza

to Col
dated

This refers
Shafi's letter

- 18.02.95 on the above topic

which was carried in The Daily
Star. What in fact is a tempo-
rary problem of a handful of
¢hildren, only who are pre-
schoolers, had been stretched

- a bit too much by Col Shafi and

thus termed as 'phobia’. With
the application of newer tech-
niques of teaching, imagination

- and présence of mind of the

teachers in the improvisation
of the teaching-learning situa-
tion, familiarity with instruc-
tional psychology is appropri-
ate for the children who are in
the pre-elementary stage and

seeking help of the par- -

ents/guardians in extreme
cases do solve such problems
in no time. ¢

Moreover, young children
nowadays are smarter because
of the changing patterns of life
around them and, therefore, it
does not take long to settle
themn down in classes as well
as shaping them up so, that
like their school. It is only ini-
tial fear of something or some-

to the
kids that may cause some ab-

| nofrhal behaviour which can be
“overcome with understanding

- MPs.

Jol

_nut thc Eungrcss part}f hut the

" look at children's
- achool not letting it cnmp-crund

- decided to ex

BETWEEN THE LINEB

Kuldip Nayar writes from New Dell

P Chidambaram's return to
the cabinet is not by a long
shot realisation on the part of
Rao that commerce needed
Chidambaram. He is close to
Sonia and that is it. Rao has
conveniently forgotten that
Chidambaram had to leave the
government under cloud when
the transaction of certain
shares came to light during
the joint parllamentary com-
mittee's investigation into the
scam. But then how does the
PM break the crust ef distrust
that has appeared in his rela-
tions with Sonia?

She is pleased because Chi-
dambaram, with his legal acu-
men, is expected to take care
of the Bofors gun scandal fall-
oul. The names of those who
received kickbacks will reach
New Delhi from Geneva around

March 10 Some ltalian con-
nedtion is bound to surface.
Rao will make the names pub-

lic Lo lessen Sonia s clout,

Buta Singh. another Rajiv
Gandhi's loyalist, may chip in
his earthy wisdom. But he has
been taken into the cabinet.
not to whitewash the Bofors
gun scandal but to cut Punjab
chief minister Beant Singh to
size. True, he has helped Rao
in the Arjun Singh affair. Yet
the way Beant Singh and his
family have spread all over
Punjab is an embarrassment
for the PM. The French gov-
ernmert is still vainly pursuing
the case in which the chief
minister's grandson is alléged
to have molested a French
tourist.

Rao has also been horrified
over the intelligence report
that Beant Singh is the most
unpopular chiel minister in
the eyes of the Sikhs. Buta
Singh is expected to retrieve
part of the community, at least
the 35 per cent Sikh sched-
uled caste. to which Buta
Singh belongs. This is the rea-
son why Buta Singh has treaied
the show cause notice by the
Punjab Cpngress with con-
tempt.

There was no such consid-
eration when Ajit Singh was
made minister. Rao has. in
fact. redeemed a promise
which he gave him when he.
along with 20 PMs from the
Janata Dal. defected lo the
Congress to convert the Rao
minority government into a
majority one. Ajit Singh has
little base left in western UP,
once preserve of his father,
Charan Singh. Since Rao can-
not bank on Tewarl., he be-
lieves that Ajit Singh may
come in handy. (Ajit Singh has
already lessened his hostility
towards UP chief minister.
Mulayam Singh Yadav, whe is
important in 's configura-
tions for the 1 elections).

The ministership for Mu-
tang Singh does not come as a
surprise to those who know
how resourceful he is in
amassing fundsand in
disarming foes. He belongs to
Bihar but has been elected to
the Rajya Sabha from Assam
like Finance Minister
Manmohan Singh. This is the
only thing they have in
commoh: otherwise, the two
are poles apart in intelligence,
deportment and cleanliness.
As minister for parliamentary
affair, Mutang Singh will be
Rao's CID over the Congress
who are already a
wandering flock. Mutanges
senfor, VC Shukla is sulking
these days because he was
expecting a better portfolio, if
the external affairs
ministry. .

Left to Rao, he would nnt
have expanded the cabinet be-
fore the budget session, know-
ing that it pleases a few but
alienates many. The party
would not have faced split even

* if he had deferred the expan-

sion. But he could not resist
the pressure. His problemn is

| and a hit more patlence on the
part of the teachers. Based on

my experience, this is how I
‘fear’ of

into 'phobia’.

Nazma Yeasmeen Haque
Uttara, Dhaka

Immigration to the'
USA

Sir. Recent press report
says that president Clinton has
pel a large num-
ber of illegal i ants from
the USA" This includes some
fifty thousand immigrants from
Bangladesh. If it happens,
practically fifty thousand fami-
lies in Bangladesh will become
helpless losing their income.
In the USA numbes of immi-
grants from Bangladesh
much fewer than that from
China, India, Pakistan and
many other countries. Hence
our Foreign Ministry and
Bangladesh mission in the USA
should take up the case with
the US government for regu-
larisation of these helpless
Bangladeshis on humanitarian

ground.

Saleh Ahmed Chowdhury
Dhaka Cantonment

is

|

W

4 right.

government which does not
adequately deliver. It is in-
competent at basics and offen-
sive regarding matters that are
none of its business.

If Rao does not give social
content to his govermance
soorl, he may face a revolt from
within the party. Even if he
rides the storm — he may lose
the Congress presidentship in
the process — he will only
prove that he has levers of
power to manage the party. But
that still dees not improve the
image of the government,
which has cost the party
dearly. .

The question that Con-
gressmen are asking them-

Narasimha Rao in Deep Waters

seives is how do they come
back to power in 19967 Rao's
announcement through a press
interview that
them to vicfory does not help.
They have to be convinced that

he can do so. They increasingly

htlitt'tlhllnﬂﬂﬂ'ltnﬂth:l

party has the charisma to at-
tract

Rao muy be matching the
wits of his opponents in the
party but he is not r
the poor and the minorities
which were once the backbone
of the Congress. Many papers
have been prepared — with in-
puts from intelligence agen-
cies to chalk out pro-
grammes and policies to get
back the electoral support. Rao
has not yet decided which op-
tion to follow because he |is
still at a loss to know why the
old Rao did well and why the
new one is in deep waters. He
very much wants his old image
back il he only knew how

Looking Back at
March towards Independence

March 10, 1996

Though a general feeling of agitation and excitement. trig-
gered off by the historic Seventh March speech of Shetkh
Mujibur Rahunan. was prevalent at the time, the law and order
situation all over Bangladesh improved. and the normal rhythm
of lile was restored in harmony with Sheikh Mujib's appeal for
peace. No untoward events were reported from any guarter
whatsoever. The army was already withdrawn from the Dhaka

citv 1o the barracks.

All means and networks of communications started func-
tioning: for instance, PLA. railways and riverways resumed
their services, and the vehicles started plying on the city roads.

The Awami League volunteers in groups were working for
the maintenance of law and order. At night. they patrolied
different parts of the city to protect properly from wvandais,
miscreants and anti-social elements. No police personnel were
deputed in the city area throughout the day.

(Compiled by Rashida Ahmad with Raheen Khaled)

Untying the Gordian Knot of Our Politics

Ammmmmwmmmﬂ-

Which Way is the Country Moving?

by Qazi Kholiquzzaman Ahmad

HATEVER might be
Lhe occasion — social.
business, culiural, ev

en religious — when some
people gel (ogether. certain
guestions Lhal tend to be

asked of one another these
days are: is the political grid-
lock going to be broken? what
is actually happening? what
prospects. does the country
face, politically, as well as from
Lthe economic point of view? |
have been [acing these ques-
Lions over and over again — not
only in Dhaka city but also in
rural areas. Obviously. the de-
teriorating political environ-
meint has been agitating the
minds ol all who care to think

about . The country has been .

led or misled into a chaotie
nneertainty.

But. why should we be fac-
g such a4 situation alter 24
years of liheration? It was ex-
pected that, at last. alter the
overthrow ol the autocratic
rule’ in December 9490, there
would be snstained progress in
thie countryvtowards the estab
Li<shment uf 1 democratie polit -
ical reginw and a people cen-

tred coonionic virder, Needless
o say that pohitics and eco-
nomiecs are intricalely en-
twined. The 1wo processes

feed upon each uviher and must
therelore be consistent and vi-
bramt in urder o generate a
momentum for progress. Eto-
nomic weakness ol a country
makes it dependent on foreign
aid. But, il the political process
is people-centred and pro-
gressive, the countrv can suc-
ceed in achieving a back-
through in the economic arena
— there are examples ol this in
vitrious parts of the world.

(in the other hand. pelitical
chaos und divisiveness can
push a poor country towards
disinwegration,
nomically resovurcelul country
can [ace serious colsequences
i relalion to governance and
future economic prospecis il
the political process is uot
In Bangladesh, poverty
remaing endemic, afflicting
about 60 million people jgnly
on Lhe basis ol inadequacy of
food intake. It is now well
known that” whatever ece-
noiic, growth has taken place
in this country has largely ben-

efitled the spulitical. economic, -

military. bureaucratic .and
other elites ol the society. In a
“hational seminar. Bangladesh
Facving the 21st C8ntury. the
Priime Minisier has recently

said "None of our policies and
| reforms will succeed until we

are successful in alleviating
poverty and empowering our
people’. 1 fully endorse this
statement. This clearly reflects
the mutually reinforcing nature
of the economic and pﬂlitlcal
processes.

Indeed, two prerequiuit:q
lor alleviating poveriy are ac-
celeration of economic growth
and empowerment of the or-
dintiry people so that they can
actively participate inf and
equitably benefit from
economic programmes, le_ld-
ing to a p
of economic differentiation in
the society. In fact, such an
approach calls for a restructur-
ing of the economy in a man-

ner that ensures employment -

and income earning opportuni-
ties for the people at large. At
the same Lime, Lheir capability
must he developed through ba-
sic education and trade train-
ing programmes, Side by side,
a participatory democracy has
to be established at all levels of
the saciety so that po person
or group of people can deprive
others of their rightful share in
the socio-economic and politi-
cal fields. In the last week of
January 1995 an international
conference was held in Dhaka
entitled The Bangladesh In-
vestment Conference: The
Emerging Tiger.

It is not clear from the title
as to what it is that is the
emerging tiger: the economy
of Bangladesh or the invest-
ment conlerence? But I sup-
pose the organizers have re-
ferred to the economy of
Bangladesh as the emerging
tiger. The conference was or-
ganized by the Bangladesh
Board of Investment and the
Lendon based Euromoney Pub-

Even an eco-

rogressive reduction

|

' the respec

lications  PLC. But let us re-
nind ourselves that this is a
country in which over half the
population or about 60 million
are below f[ood poverty line,
per capita income is only
US$220, domestic savings rate
is 6 — 7 per cent of the GDP,
the investment rate runs at
around 13 or 14 per cent of
the GDP. and the economic
growth rate is currently no
betler than what it was in the
1970s and 1980s, 4.5 to 5.0
per cent. To call this country
an emerging economic tiger
Ltherefore cannot but be a trav-
esly of Lruth, an act of making
the country an international
laughing stock.

Indeed. those who advised
the Prime Minister Lo describe
the cﬂunlr}' as an emerging
economic tiger have behaved
in a totally irresponsible and
detestable way. In this context,
it may be noted that Eu-
romoney Is organizing a con-
ference in India in March
1995 entitled, India: A Global
Investment Partner. and one
in Sri Lanka in April 1995 en-
titled. Sri Lanka: Emerging In-

vestment DEpﬂrtun!llts.

the overall national! interest,

party lnttrutl
prime considerations behind
their approaches and actions.
If this assessment is correct,

then, | suggest, they have for-

" feited the right to leadership

of the nation. Let no gne be
under any illusion that it is
possible to bring about socio-
economic and political
progress by loudmouthing and
beating one's own drum in to-
tal disregard ol the, prevailing
realities in the country or
other actors in the field. Soma-
lia, a country in the Horn of
Africa. has been big news once
again over Lhe past few weeks.
The reason has been that US
marines came (here to facili-
tate and guarantee sale passage
for the lew remaining UNO-
SOM (United Nations Opera-
tion in Somalia) officials and
UN peace keeping lorces. In
fact, the UN withdrawal from
Somalia has been completed
without anv imdjor incident and
the US marines have also left.
The country was big news in
1992 also, when US marines
landed in that country to help
establish law and order and
the rule of law. But that mis-
sion failed quickly. When 18
US marines were killed by
Aideed’'s militia, thef US gov-

- ernment promptly decided to

withdraw its lorces [rom So-

_inaﬂ.a. The task was then left to

It is possible to alleviate

and initiate and carry

forward a process of sustainable development in this

country. But for that it is crucially important that the

creative energies of the people at large are developed.

The meaning of these titles
are clear and consistent with
tive economic status
and efforts of the countries
concerned. On the other hand,
the Bangladesh conference ti-
tle and the reality in the coun-
try are grossly at variance with
each other. Flippancy and fat-
headedness often create em-
barrassing and ridiculous sit-
uations. Moreover, this also
bedevils the process of identi-
fication of the true causes ol
the prevailing circumstances.
Now. the political firmament
of the country ha¥ become fur-
ther clouded. The Speaker
found the r?signaunna of 144
Members of the Parliament
constitutionally unreceivable.
But it has been stated on behalfl
of those who resigned that the
decision of the Speaker is in-
correct and unacceptable and
that the resignations stand.

__ Why the impasse should have

developed at all? The political

parties together struggled and
overthrew the autocratic rule

in 1990. They suffered and

“sacrificed a lot in achieving

that feat. If they had done that
in the interest of the nation,
the people and democracy.
then it was their responsibility
to ensure collectively that the
democratic process was not
hindered in any way. But it ap-
pears that the main goal of pol-
itics that they have since been
pursuing is the chair. In this
politics, expedience has taken
precedence over justice and
righteousness and corruption
has come to rule supreme. In
fact, constitutional obligations
and provisions have been dis-
regarded on occasions. If the
Prime Minister of Israel and
the President of Palestine
could sit together to discuss
peace for their peoples and if
the white former President
F.W. de Clerk could work as
Deputy President under the
black President Nelson Man-

dela (who were at loggerheads
as the leaders of two con

fronting communities) in
South Africa, | do not under-
stand why the Prime Minister

and the Leader of the Opposi-
tion in Bangladesh could not
sit and work together to re-
solve the political impasse
They should have done that in

'riuriiy.

the UN peace keeping forces
made up of soldiers from vari-

ous countries including
Bangladesh. Byt that has also
failed and the people of Soma-
lia are now left to their own
devices and fate. | had an op-

portunity to spend one week
in Somalia in November 1994,
The Somalians are divided into
several clans and sub-clans.
The clans are in bitter opposi-

lion Lo one another. The coun-
iry's politics is based on these
clans and sub clans. with each
clan and even a sub-clan try-
ing. as the main goal of its pol-
itics, to establish its own supe-

Iin the past lew vears,
thousands ol people losl their
lives in armed conflicis among
the clans. Thousands more [Ted
the country to escape that fate.
With production and trade
severely hindered or folded in
various sectors, the economy
was in total disarray and vir-
tually destroyed. An innumer-

able number of people were af-

lected by famine., Despite the
presence of Lhe UN peace
keepers, the various parts of
the country were controlled by
different clans or sub-clans
and there was no national gov-
ernment.

The multi billion dollar UN-.

operation in Somalia failed to
achieve any result benefitting
the nation as a whole and the
ordinary people. This interna-
tional operation suffered from
its own deficiencies and., in
many respecis, sincerily
among certain participanis was
also allegedly lacking. Peace

“keepers or no peace keepers,

the persistent conflicts arising
from narrow sell interest of
the vartous clan and sub-clan
leaders and their no-holds-
barred type of attitude in en-

hancing and upholding the
clan and sub-clan inlterest and
power has been the main rea-
son behind the failure to find a
solulion in theé national inter-
est. | cannot understand why
the people of an independent
country cannot solve their own
problems. Why should the UN
have Lo selL up operations to
establish peace and gover

nance in such a country. In the
case ol Somalia. the reason
probably Is that the country
failed to shake off the baggage

left by the long colonial rule
andd establish a national iden

tity with all groups ef PWPH'
finding an equitable role and
purpose in it. Hence. the in-
lerests of the common people
and the natprr as a whole has
remained totally ignored. In-
stead the clan and sub-clan
leaders have been vying.with

one anolher (o capture the

driving seat. Consequently, the

| country has been turned into a

battle field, with clan and sub-
clan leaders becoming war-
lords. Human life in Somalia
has little value.

: As mentioned earlier, there
is no national government in
Somalia. Hence. there is no
law or justice. It is arms that
are the source and controller
ol all power in Somalia. But
this country. which at 738 sq.
km.. is about five times the
size of Bangladesh. has a popu-
lation of only 6 to 7 million.
The country has huge range
land. substaniial areas ol lertile .
land W tor grain culivation,
Al thousaids of milles ol coast

Irom where Lirge quantities of
lish can be cangn
On the whole, the country

had éreal evconomic prospects.
Bul. because ol self and clan
interest based leadership, an
effective people-centred poli-
tics did not develop there and,
consequenily. the country is
what it is today. This is an ex- _
ample thnl.., | think, we in
Bangladésh can and should
learn a lot from. It is true that
there is no serious division in
our society along Somalian
lines. Indeed, the people of
Bangladesh are lucky to have a
common language, heritage
and culture. As a matter of fact,
this homogeneily is a very im-
poriant unifying factor that
Bangladesh can boast of, Very
few countries in the world are
[ortunate in this regdrd.
Although DBangladesh is not
endowed wilhh vast economic
4 natuyral resources, it is my

~ considered opinion that, if

mauaged properlv and pur-
posclully. it is passible wo alle-
viale poverty and initiate and
‘carry forward a process of sus-
tainable developinent in this
country. Bul for that it is crua-
ciallv important that the cre-
ative energies of the people at
large are adequately develo
and appropriately used.

would be possible only if the
political prpcess is ople-
cenued, led by leaders. in

goveruiuent or in opposition,
who are comuuitied. above ev-
eryLhing else, lo enhancing
and upholding national inter-
ests and the interests of the
people. To be able to work to
that end. they must first aban-
don the path of narrow self
and party interest-based con-
flicts. Otherwise, it cannot be
said for certain that a Somalia-
like situation will not develop
in Bangladesh. Some people
are suggesting that there may
be a third force waiting in the
wings to take over hinting at
another possible period of
martial law rule. But one must
understand that martial law
cannot solve the basic prob-
lems facing the society. Rather
another period of martial law
will put the country years and
years back as before, at the
same time acceptuating the
divisiveness within the society
pushing it further along for a
Somalia-like situation to
emerge sooner rather than
later. The solution lies in an
appropriate political process
involving all sections of the
population in an effective
manner. The sponer that is
understood by the present po-
litical leaders of all parties,
particularly those of the ruling
and the main opposition par-
ties, and acted upon in a con-
certed manner towards estab-
lishing that kind of politics in
the country. the saner it will
be on their part and the better

it will be for the society as a
whole and the people at large
who have sacrificed and en

dured so much for so long in
S0 nany mepvemenis since
1947 for the ultimate purpose
of establishing their rights and
economic emancipation only to
find their exgectations dashed
each Ume.



