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QOMKM
of Ouwr Politrics

A SERIES OF INTERVIEWS
AND ARTICLES ON THE CUR-
RENT POLITICAL CRISIS

In his article,
which appe-
Jars on Page
. @ K Ah-
med talks
about  his
recent expe-
rience in So0-
: 1 malia, a cou-
+ P 4 ntry which is
q K.Ah!l-l being  torn
asunder by sectarian conflict.
PoinLing (o our homogeneous
population, single language and
other unifying factors, Dr
Ahmed supggests that there is
no lundamental reason why we
can not work in harmony.
Cautioning our political
leaders, Dr Ahmed warns that
narrow political interest may
drive us the Somalian way.
with disastrous consequences
for our future. This warning
our political leader must heed.

Tomorrow : Intcrview of
Jatiya Party leader Barrister
Mouclud Ahmecl.

~ Inside Today

Article

Narasimha Rao in
Deep Crisis
Column: Between the
Lines
by Kuldip Nayar

| Page 4

Business

Prime Bank will start
with 'new outlook' on

S .| D
Dhaka will get 3161:1
from OPEC Fund
for International

NO. DA 781

Untying the Tight security as heads of state start arriving

WSSD declaration to

COPENHAGEN, Mar B: The

for Social Development
(WSSD) entered iis final st

of negotiations today ahead Df

the arrival of heads of state at
the Danish capital here.
Leaders of 185 nations are
expected to approve the final
WSSD document and announce
a Plan of Action regarding the
three main themes — poverty,
unemployment and social ex-
clusion — on Sunday, the con-
cluding day of the summit,
Frime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia is expected to ar-
rive licre this cve umg leading

UN-sponsored World Summit

signed Sunday

From Masud Hasan Khan

a 47-member Bangladesh del-
egation, according Lo sources,
During her stay, she is
scheduled to atlend a meeting
of the nine most populous na-
tions as well as call on a num-
ber of world leaders including
the Queen of Denmark, they

See pages 9, 10

said.

Danish authorities today
stepped up security around the
Bella Centre, the main venue of
the WSSD meeting, hotels ol
delegations and other impor-
tant places to ensure peaceful

holding of the meeting.
Bangladesh sources in-
formed that the final declara-
tion, when passed at end of
the summit. might reconfirm a
20:20 formula — "agreeing on
the mutual commitment be-
fween interested developed
a11d developing partners to al-
locate, on average. 20 per cent
of ODA and 20 per cent of na-
tional budgel, respectively, Lo
priority social programimes."
Besides, an agreement on
Lhe debl issues covering only
the least developed countries,
and a fresh commitment to
See Page 8 Col 4
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Airport prior™to"Her departure for Copenhagen to attend the UN Summit ‘on Social
Development vesterday. The Danish Charge d’Affaires Knud Kjaer-Nielson is also seen.
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PM arrives in

COPENHAGEN. Mar 9:
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia arrived- here today to at-
tend the first ever UN spon-
sored World Summit for Social
Development beginning El'l:ur-
day, reporis BSS.

After the ceremony at th:
Copenhagen International
Airport Begum Zia drove in a
ceremonial motorcade to hotel
Sheraton where she will be

staying. :
Earlier Begum Zia left
Dhaka in the morning for

Copenhagen to attend the
Sumnut.

National leaders from all
over the world will attend the
two-cday summit,

At the summit the Prime
Minister will stress on the
need to create an enabling at-
mosphere Lhalt encourages
human creativily, embracing
human dignily. human rights
and tolerance and promoies

See Page B Col 5

Bane or Boon?

COPENHAGEN, Mar 9:
Afsarul Qader got 50 US dol-
lars a day for lood and a chance
to see Denmark., But unless
things change fast, the
Bangladeshi doctor thinks
that's all he’ll get at this
week's global poverty summit,
reports AP.

“If there really is debt re-
lief, and it there really is an ef-
fort to give Third World coun-
tries access to markets, then
may be something cam come
from this.,” the Bangladeshi
delegate said midway through
the summit.

“But most things are being
done on the basis of pelitics,”
Qader said Wednesday. “It's
just talk, not backed up by sub-
stance. Of course. it will be
waste of our time and money.”

The 193-nation summit
was heading toward rejection
of irm conditions for debt re-
liet. expanded lereign aid and
social spending. Donors may be

uked Ly i Bive e aid
nioltey oii'a “casé-by-tase” ba-
sis.

See Page 8 Col 2 |
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Gen Manzur's murder

Emdad sent to jail after
making statement

Star Report

Major (Retd) Kazi Emidadul
Huq. arrested in connection
with the June 1981 murder of

Major General Abul Manzur in
Chittagong, was sent te the
Dhaka Central Jail Wednesday
after making a confessional
statement before a magistrate.
Our court correspondent
reports, Emdad was produced
before the court of Magistrate
Md Abdul Hannan in the
evening. He reportedly made a
long confessional statement
under section 164 of the Crim-
inal Procedure Code [CrPC).
The former soldier, who
had lately gone into the gar-
ments business, was sent to
the Central Jail at around 10
pm Wednesday night. Plain-.
clothesmen of the Criminal In-
vestigation Department (CID)

were presernt at the tirhe.

The court house was almost
empty when Emdad, so far the
only accused named in an FIR
lodged with Panchlaish thana
of Chittagong on February 28
last by the brother of the late
General, was produced before
the magistrate-two days ahead
of the expiry of an eight-day
remand granted by the court
earlier for questioning,

Police sources said that he :

was taken to the court at such
an unusual hour mainly to avoid
the press photographers and
reporters.

Earlier, on March 2,
Metropolitan Magistrate Abdul
Hashem, upon a request for a
two-week remand for complet-
ing interrogation, had granted

ﬂu-_Fm 8 Col 1
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3 new banks by June

By Sohel Manzur

Three new private banks,
out of the seven approved by
the cabinet recently, are set to
start operation by June,
including one to be launched
on 29th of this month, central
bank sources said.

The Prime Bank Limited
with lormer minister Dr R A
Gani and renowned banker
Lutfar Rahman Sarker as its
main sponsors is scheduled to
start operationn on March 29,
while ihe Dhaka Bank and the
Southeast Bank, with A Hye
Sarker and M A Quashem,
former FBCCI chief as the main
sponsors respectively, will
start business by June.

Sponsors of four other ap-
proved banks, including two
joint ventures — one with the
Netherlands and the other
‘with Saudi Arabia — have
sought three months' time to
subipit relevant papers to the
central bank to start dealings
in the second half of this year.

Each of these new banks
would start business with an

initial paid up capital of Tk
200 million and branches in
the capital and the port city of
Chittagong, the sources said.

A Bangladesh Bank official
said these new actors would
create a competitive atmo-
sphere in the banking sector,
prompting the existing ones to
improve the quality of their
services and efficiency.

"The change will also force
the banks to be more innova-
tive in introducing new prod-
uctis to stay in competition,
theréby easing the excess lig-
uidity problem in the banking
sector,” the official said.

According lo sources, ex-
cess liquidity is the second
biggest problem of the banking
sector after bad debts since
more than one-third of the to-
tal deposits of Tk 360 billion
with the banks are now lying
idle.

The four. banks which dre

expected lo start business in
the latter half of the year; are

-See PHE._B_ Col 7 _

Development
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Today's issue of The
fkiily Star contains a
two-page special
feature on World
Summit for Social
Development
Pages 9 & 10

Weekend
Magazine

The city we live in;
Urban situation:
Colonial Dhaka: Bir
Kanya Kalpana; and
Travelling by the dead
Pages 11, 12 & 13

Rising Stars

| The schoolgirl and the
Major go for the big

guestions; Where is the

creative mind of yours?

Page 14

Teens and
Twenties

Limited Bliss; Putting
up with a woman's
taste in. . .- and An

agonizing letter
Page 15

Living

Aiming at more
mobility; Helping those
in distress; and A taste
of Italian ice-cream in

Bangladesh
Page 16

Exciting Opportunity
for Young Readers of
The Dhaily Star
You can influence the

outcome of the UN Secial

Summit in Copenhagen by
sending in your own views,

AL Raﬁhahl convention opens

Hasina accuses govt

of partisan policies

RAJMSHAH!I Mar 9: Awami
Leacue president Sheikh
Hasing woday accused the gov.
crinnent of pushing the coun
try towards destruction bv its
partisan policwes. reporis LUUNB,

Addressing the Rajshaht
divisional convention of the
party at Zila Farishad audito-
rium here loday she urged
peuple to intensily the current
siruggle to oust the corrupt
and inefficient governmemt.

She  arrived here on
Wednesday to address the con-
vention attended by leaders
and workers ot Rajshahi dis
trict and city, Chapainawab-
gan) Natore, Naogaon and
Pabna districts.

Hasina iriaugurated the con-
vention, attended by some
|.168 thana and unjon level
represeiitatives and abput
5.000 workers. She released
white pigeons and unfurled the
national flag in front of the au-
ditorium te mark the opening
of the convention.

Addressing the party work-
ers Hasina said her party had
launched crusade against the

continuiug corruption. nepo-
st and politicisation of ad-
nunistration, terrorism  and
violence

she acoused the ministers
and the ruling party MPs of
exploiting the poor people and
sditl BNP had lost credibility
and conlidence ol people as i1
had wviolated all its election

pledges

Listing the present gov-
ernment s unlullilled pledges.
Sheikh Hasina sad, it had so

tar materialised 95 commit
merts outl ol 353 made to the
nathod:

Reterring (o terrorism and
vote dacoity, Sheikh Hasina
said the BNP government had

surpassed all past governmernts

in these corrupt practices

She charged the govern-
men! with rigging the by-elec-
tions, vitiating educational
mstinutions with terrorism, vi-
olence and killing voters.

Terming the government's
foreign policy subservient, the
AL chief said 1t had failed to
protect our national interest,

See Page 8 Col 3

Violence marks
hartal 1n Ctg

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG., Mar 9:
Sporadic incidents of violence
and blasts of cocktails marked
the half-day hartal here today.
Mast of the vehicles except
soine rickshaws were off the
roads,

Shops and markets were
closed. Govt offices and private
firms were open but atten-
dance was thin. Delivery of
goods to and from the
Chittagong Port remained sus-
pended during hartal hours.

The Chhatra League,
Chittagong unit, gave the call
lor the sirike in protest

against transferring 12 BCL
leaders from Chittagong to the
Comilla jail and to press the
demand for their immediate
release.

Police said, some 10 pick-
eters were arrested from dif-
ferent points of the city during
hartal hours,

There was chase and
counter chase between police
and BCL activists at the Bipani
Bitan crossing and in front of
the MES college when the law-
enforcing agency did not allow
holding of rallies there.

Police, however, dispersed

See Page 8 Col 7

SKOP gears for fresh action

as deadline draws near

With its March 15 deadline
for the government to acrcept
the eight-point demands ap-
proaching. the Sramik Karma-
chari Oikya Parishad (SKOP)
the umbrella body of the coun
Iry s leading trade union so-
cieties, is charting a fresh
round of agitation aimed at
realising the demands. SKOFP
sources said.

The new programmes. in
cluding a possible 48-hour
sirike acrogps the country are
expected to be enforced later
this month. they said. The
agenda and timing are to be fi
nalised at a meeting of the
SKOFP s central leaders sched
uled for March 14 at 4 pm.

In the meantime. the SKOP
leaders will have dialogues
with representatives of the
various sectoral labour
organsations to assess their
views regarding the plamned
agiation.

The SKOF leaders will meet
trade union delegates of the
road transport. railway. steel

By Nazmul Ashraf

and engineering. agriculture,
telecommunication, garments,
river transport and other se
tors betweenn March 10 and
14

The March 15 deadline for
the government was set al a

national convention of the
SKOP held in the city on
February |5 last

The workers of the jute:
textiles-yarn mills who en-
forced a 96-hour strike and
road-rail barricade throughout
the country February 13 16
demanding nse in their wages
arud other issues similar to the
SKOP charter of demand. are
expected (o join the SKOP
programune. The SKOF leaders
have had talks with the jute-
textiles labour leaders for a
combined agitation by workers
of all sectors

According to sources
chastened by past experience
the SKOP this ume around are
unlikely (o seek support from
the poliical parties. Rather,
they are in (avour of confining

their pre agitation activities
within the ambit of normal
trade unionism. However. al
some stage the major political
parties may be consulted once
the agitation programme is
announced.

In the past, the SKOP had
sought the cooperation and
biessings of the leading politi-
cal parties but the response
was never satisfactory because
many of the demands of the
workers are not compatible
with the economic policies of
the mainstream opposition
parties including the Awami
League and the Jatiya Party.

The AL and the JFP did not
directly lend support to the
workers’ demands aithough
their labour fronts were always
part and parcel of the SKOP.
These two parties always tried
to tactfully avoid the actual is-
sues through their ambiguous
stands regarding the demands
of the workers.

Therefore. this ume,

See Page 8 Col |
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Wasim Akram to
make Dhaka
debut tomormrow
Sports Reporter

““Pakistani paceman Wasim
Akram is expecied to arrive in
the capital today to play lor
joint holders Abahani Krira
Chakra in the Navana Premier
Division cricket league.

Akram, arguably the most
deceptive left-arm quickie who
completed his registration
formalities last year just be-
fore Pakistan began a three-
month tour of South Africa and

See Page 8 Col 7

Barings reopens

for business

LONDON. Mar 9: Barings.
the investment bank whose
spectacular crash shook the fi-
nancial world. reopened for
business toda after being
purchased by ING Group of the
Netherlands, reports AP,

ING, a banking and insur-
ance conglomerate, signed its
agreement Wednesday night to
take over Barings by picking
up its liabilities and filling the
coffers with new cash — at a
cost of 660 million pound
(1.06 billion dollar).

Although Barings was get-
ting back into operation
around the world, two of its
businesses, a Japanese stock
division and Singapore futures
trading division, would not
immediately resume trading
until "a few technical issues’
are resolved, ING said.

Barings went bust amid
massive losses in Asian mar-
kets. The bank blames trader
Nick Leeson, now in jail in
Germany and fighting extradi-
tion to Singapore, but Leeson's

lawyers say he is a scapegoal.
"Our agreement ensures all

See Page 8 Col 7

Raushan's position: JP
awaits Ershad's sagnal

Star Report

The Jatiya Party hierarchy
is waiting for a directive from

i jailed leader H M Ershad to [i-

i nalise the standing of recently

- inducted presidium member
i Raushan Ershad in the party

| lineup,
- said.

reliable JP sources

"What will be her position?

Will she be the number one or -

be placed under acting party
chief Mizan Chowdhury and
second-in-command Moudud
Ahmed” These questions must
be answered by Ershad." the
source said on condition of
anonyrmity.

Despite misgivings among
many senior leaders Raushan
Ershad was included in the
33-member presidium late
last month un the instructions
of the deposed president and
JP founder who. felt the
former first lady’ should ac-
tively enter politics.

The presidium. which cur-
rently has 28 members, is the
highest policy- makfng‘ body of
the party. «

The source, a central
committee member, said that
speculation and apprehension
is widespread among the rank

Farmers loot
fertiliser
in Gaibandha

From Our Correspondent

GAIDANDHA, Mar 9: Angry
farmers looted a truck (Dhaka
Na 721) loaded with fertiliser
from in front of the Deputy
Commissioner s office here to-

ey .

Police later recovered 70
bags of urea fertiliser. One
hundred and thirty bags were
still missing

Some one hundred peasants
came to the DC's office in a
procession today demanding
urea fertilizer at fair price. The
farmers submitted a memo
randum to the DC and at one
stage put up a barricade on the
road near the DC's olfice.

Meanwhile. a truck with
200 bags of fertilizer belonging
Lo a businesaman of Sadullapur
was proceeding ltowards

Gaibandha town. The agitated
farmers became violent,
stopped the truck and started
looting. Police rushed to the
spot and recovered 70 bags of
fertilizer.

and Hle ol the party that
Begum Ershad will be made a
co-chairperson of the party.

"The senior leaders are
worried about such a decision
which might split the party”
the source added.

The source also said that al-
ready there is discontent
among the party leadership
with one former prime minis-
ter and some of his associates
already having sided with
Raushan Ershad. Also, signifi-
cantly, Barrister Moudud
Ahmed, Ershad's vice presi-
dent. has been withdrawn as
counsel from most of the cases
for which Ershad is on trial, he
pointed out.

Khandaker Mahbub Hossain
and Mahbtibur Rahman are the
main counsels for Ershad in

See Page 8 Col B

Luukmg Back at
March towards

- Independence

. On this day in 1971. the
army was withdrawn from the
Dhaka city to the barracks. De-
spite a general feeling of agita-
tion and excilerment, the law
and order situation improved
in response to Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman's call for peace. All
means and networks of com-
munications started function-
ing properly. No police per-
sonnel were depuled in the
cily area., while the Awami
League volunteers were work-
ing for the maintenance of law
and order :

| ( More on page 4)
Boarding bridges
at Z1A open

Prime ' Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterday morning
inaugurated four newly-con-
structed boarding bridges at
Zia International Airport for
passengers’ convenience, re-
ports BSS.

The Prime Minister also in-
augurated four newly-built
holding lounges at the airport
connected with the boarding
bridges.

The boarding bridges, Civil
Aviation officials said. would
provide passengers modern fa-
cilities to board and leave air-

craft safe from rains. sun,
noise or dust.
The four holding lounges

connected with the bridges

“can accommbdale 1,600 pas-
' sengers.

Cabinet Ministers, senior
officials were present at the
inauguration of the modern

embarkation and
disembarkation facilities.
Special prayers were of-
fered for the progress of the
country.
See Page 8 Col 8

Indian rice
arrives .

Fifty wagons with rice ar-
rived at Darshana railway sta-
tion from India, an official
handout said in Dhaka yester-
day, reports BSS,

These rice will be supplied
Lo Jessore godown as per
agreement. Besides 81 wagons -
with .rice _.also entered
Bangladesh through three pri-
vate organisations. These rice
are being sent to Parbatipur
and Bhairab for distribution.

Another two ships M V
Fanthon and M V Olympic
Mentor will ¥ arrive in
Chitltagong Port Friday with 63
thousand metric tons of rice
lrom Lhe LUinited States of
America.
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