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Agrani Bank
a match away
Sports Reporter

Agrani Bank enhanced their
chances of promotion to the
Navana Premier Division league
next year when they recorded
their third successive win in
the Yamaha First Division
cricket super league with an
eight-wicket thrashing of

Railway at the Citly
Club ground yeslterday.

In a low scoring alffair, the
bankers, chasing a Modest vic-
tory target of 133 in the stipu-
lated 45 overs, rattled up 135
for two with more than ]4
overs to spare.

Opener Anwar Hassan with’
a patient 60 off 89 balls was
the most successful willow-
wielder for Agrani Bank fol-
lowed by Rashid whe remained
unbeaten on a 58-ball 40.

The two put on 69
the second wicket before An-
war, who cl bhed ten powerful

hits to the fence, departed in
the 27th over with the score-
board reading 112.

‘Rashid, who guided his side

_ home without further damage,

sent the ball across the rope

five times in his sparkling 58-
ball knogk.

Earlier, electing to bat first,
Bangladesh Railway could
muster only 132 for eight in
the face of a devastating spell
from Morshed Alam.

Morshed, who bowled with
venom. returned with fantastic
figures of five for 29 in his
guota of nine overs. Veteran

" Dipu Roy Chowdhury finished
with two for 29.

Only opener Rezaul and Fa-
zle Ahsan, who scored 28 and
20 respectively, offered some
sort of resistance.
~ With this win Agrani Bank

- took a solo lead of the top of
the table with 18
now need a win in their last
league match of the five-team
super league to clinch I‘.h-: title,

Darknessatm

- Sports Reporter
~ When Surja Tarun take on
Gulshan Youth in a Navana
Premier Division ericket
league match' at the Dhan-
v rickao “‘nmdlum 1m13.3f
r—
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-~ ASIF OMAR BELIM

one ol the Taruns won't be
there. Asil Omar Belim died of
a heart attack al noon yes-

terday at his rm.mence He was
only 25.

Elder ' brother of Javed
‘Omnar Beliin. the recently-bap-
tised national cricketer. Asif
began his Senior Division ca-
-reer - with ‘Tafun .but really
~ blossomed ' during his stint.
‘with Gulshan Youth a ceuple ol
seasons back when lie becaine
the highest wickel-taker in
the league.

Farun he was in_its every
sense. He started for Tarun.
‘plaved his last match for Tarun

and died a Tarun. tyouth). May

his soul rest in peace.

Three cheers

for Cantona
PARIS, Mar & Eric Cantona,
banned [rom
through September for attack-
ing a speclator, received a

rousing cheer as he kicked off
a charity match raising money

for the family of a murdered

lan, reporis AP.

- A crowed of more the 3.000
was on hand Mundav nnight as a
team of celebrities — including

teanis star Yannick Noah and

former French soccer captain
‘Michel Platini — played a local
amateur club. FC Berbere. in
the low-income Paris suburh of
Sairi-Denis.

Proceeds from 1h£: match

were given (o the family of
Douadi Alout. a 20-year-old FC

. Berbere fan shot dead by a
voung fan from a rival club
after an amateur league ratch
Feb. 5.

After a minute of silence,
the crowed — including a large
number of North African
youths — erupted in cheers for
Cantona and a popular Algerian
singer, Matoub Lounes, as they
jn[ifned in the ceremonial kick-
L4

- Among the spectators was
the minister of youth and
sports, Michele Alliot-Marie.

The' star-studded Varietex
CF ﬁquad — boasting several
members of the French team
that won the European title in

1984 — prevailed owver FC
Berbere 5-4.
Cantona, a forward for

Manchester United, is under a
worldwide ban through Sept.
29 for vaulting into the stands
and kicking the chest of a
Frvnting fan at a Jan. 25 malch

- Crvstal Palace. Before the
stoptision, he was captlain of
the French national team.
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Former India im
ernational Sanj-
vev Sharma did
jrst abowt every-
|hinn as cham-

_

Blanan luw
medin Sportihg Club a narrow

ginm srsﬁhmn

four-run defeat to lorce the
former champions drop
further astern in the race for
regaining titke in- a erucial
Navana :Prewmier Division
cricket league tie at the Dhaka
Stadium vesterday

The Delhi allrounder. who
was very much a Mohammedan
properly couple of seasons
back. ate the heark of the mid-
dle order of his former team
with a devastating spell of
medium pace bowling that
earned him ripping figures of
five for 29 [rom nine overs.

Not only Sharma made
Mohammedans give up Lhe
chase for a victory target ol
211 in 45 overs, séttling even-
tually for 206 for eight with
the ball the consistent crick-
eler topscored in his team's

total as the airline team sent to -

bat first piled 210 for six

~ wickets.

Finally allowed to bat at
nurhber four. the ideal spot for
a canny prolessional like him,
Sharma $co 51 offl 54 balls
with the help of six fours.
adding in the. process 88 runs

i 98 balls with Habibul Bashar

who made 46 from 61 balis.

Pakistani World Cupper
Wasim Haider. the other for-
eigner besides Sharma. could
not get going bult there were
useful coniributigns from
openers Jahangir Alam and
Ziaur Rashid, who made 26
and 25 respectively.

National cricketer Rafique’

took two wickets lor 31 with
his left arm spin while Hasibul
Hossain. Khaled Mahmood,
skipper Aminul Islam and
Pakistani Nadeem Younus 1ook

-oue_apicce.
Bignan's” cxpericiged new-

“hall bowler dahangic Talukder

pul Mohammedans on' the
backloot at the very outsel ol

their .victory quest dismissing

Nadeem at 21.

Two more wickets fell
quickly as Mohammredans.,
alter a Lricl recovery. slid to
74 for three.

Skipper Amin and young

. Sajjﬂd Mansur. who was rele-

~gated to one drop from his
usual position of an opener.
then fused'a 82-run partner-
ship for the tourth wicket.
Sajjad left for a well made
' 94-ball- 55 featuring four hits
lo the fence while Aminul

! | Iskam became the third victim'
{ of Sharina,

who afller having
‘induced opener Nurul Abedin
‘o nick behind the wicket and

clean bowled Pakistani Test
crickeler Aamir Malik for two,

deceived the Mohammedan .

skipper with ‘a slower delivery.

In greal form recently with
a string of commendable per-
formances, Amin, who holed
out to midwicke}, made 62 off

64 balls with the help of six -

well-struck boundaries.

Sharma then went on lo’

clean bowl Ralique and Khaled
Malimiutd 1o round off his
ltllui;_, hurst that mt'rbh":d~

Sports Reporter

Action from vesterday s Namnd l-"remmr I]'wmmn -::nr:ket
Ieaguv match between Mohammedan Sperting Club and
reigning joint champions Bangladesh Biman at the Dhaka

Studium. Biman won by four runs..

owed his ‘hand in the run out
of Hasibul Hossain. Had his
cupped hands not betrayed
while getting under d skier,
the quiet. no-nonsense crick
eler would have had hand in
the dismissal of seven

Superduper . . ... Sharma
Mohammedan batsmen.

Quite deservingly he came
on o bowl the last over with
Mohammedans needing. eight

for victory and ended up con-

" ceding only three.

Mohammedans have nﬂw
losi three of their nine en-
gagemenis and have ‘lwo
nuitches lelt in the livst I{ﬂ;

— Star photo

Biman, who won the' title
jomtly with Abahani last yedr,
picked their seventh win in
nine matches.

In the day's” other 'match,
played at- the Dhanmondi
Cricket Stadium. Brothers
LUnion did a world of good to
their super leagve chances

crushifg lowly ! '+ Sabuj
Sangha by nine wickets:
New-ball bowler

Khairuzzaman took three ‘for
22 while paceman Mofiz and
spinner Sohel claimed two
each as Eskaton, batting first,
were skittled out for 96 in 37
OVers. .

Abid Hanif was the only ca-
sualty as Brothers successfully
chased the below-hundred vic-
tory. larget posting 100 in 18.5
OVETS. :

- Skipper Al-Shahriar was not
out on 33 and opener
Moniruzzam#n remained un-
beaten eight adrift of a half-
century.

Brothers picked their sixth
win from nine matches and are
destined. to keep their fingers
crossed for a super league
chance with strong challenges
in the offing from a couple of
other teams. especially GMC L.

TODAY'S MATCHES

\c'g';trl ve Kalabagan ‘[D'maka
Stadium) . -
Tarun vs Gulﬁhan (DC ‘:5]

S port
Sharma show at MSC's cost

Iraqis surprise

» CALCUTTA. - Mar
" #: Iraq opened
their campaign in
style thrashing
Asian Games cha-
mipions Uzbekis-

el

-mn
mialch ol the Nehru Gold Cup

football tourgament at the Salt
Lake Stadium here today;
reports PTI. '

- Striker Naji F Husan and
Khudhairn Adel struck for Iraq
early in the [ast-paced opening
session before medio Abdul-
ridha Sadiq provided the [in-
ishing touch to the rout in the
dving stages of the game.. For-
~ward. - Kutybadev j scored.

consotation goal for _U?b:kfslaﬂ-

in thie second session.

The youthful Iragis turned
on the heat from the word go
with a flurry of raids from both
lanks after the hardworking
Hajai F Husan prodvced a bril-
liant goal to take the lead as
early as 13th minute of- the
first session.

_The first goal was,he resuli
of a last counter dttack whiech

saw Khudair N Adel slice
through the right flank outwit- .

ling a host of defenders before
unleashing a measured cross to
Husan inside the box. Husan
placed the ball on the move
giving no chance to the Uzbek-
istan custodian Akhmedkhanov

who seemed to be a bundle of -

ntwcsmlderthebar

- Spurred on by the eafly
success, the Iraqis tightened

‘their grip on the match with

Khudai Adel finding the target
in the 33rd minufe, taking full
advantage of a defensive lapse.

The Uzbekistan team. who

were struggling to find their

Celtic after.
Tan Wright

"LONDON, Mar 8: Scettish
club Celtic are reported to
have offered Arsenal dirs 3.2
million for their volatile

striker lan Weight, reports AP.

i their inauguralb

bearing in the lirst session,
played a inore cobrdinated
game afler the breather as they
managed to break through the
rival defence on a number of
occasions.

* Undaunted by the two first .

half goals. the Uzbeks attacked

‘with determination and but-

tressed the lead in the 16th

©  minuie of the second session

when forward Kutybaev blasted

home from close off a mea- .

sured cross from Charipov.

The goal virtually acted as a
tenic for the Uzbeks as they
stepped up the pace of the
game with. a series of moves
from both flanks and would
have found the equaliser had

. their forwards not ‘missed a

Uzbeks

few scori ng opportunities.
~ Bul thé Iragis, who packed
up the midfield to thwart the

Uebek offensive. however, hit

last nail in the Uzbek coffin as
Abdul Rioha Sacliq struck a su-
perb goal from the edge of the

box jusl at the stroke of the fi-
nal Whl"EHE'

The Uzbeks had themachrts
to blame for the last goal as
their defenders failed to play

with any understanding. Sadiq

unleashed a curling long
ranger from top of the box giv-

ing no chance to the rhral cus-
todian.-,

HLIE;EH will ﬂpﬁl‘l their cam-
paign against Thailand in the
sccond round robin league

b |

| did

level

in
Wm}mker

Sports Reporter

Chandra Ghosh will
there when the
snooker chainpionship begins
the Dhaka Club billiards
rootn irom March 16

Narayan. who took part in
the 10th and |1th editions of
the Asian suovoker champi-

Dhaka last year

by organisers. the Bangladesh

Billiards and Sneovker
Federation (BBSF). in ils éx
ceculive commiliee uwﬂmg
last Augusi for alleged "wamt of
coimitment towards the
game” during the ]11lh Asian

snooker championship on July
1994. Subsequently Narayan
was slapped with a one-year
ban from all national level
competitions without even be.
ing allowed to defend himself.
Syed Mahboob. the secre-
tary of the BBSF. however, gave
various reasons for Narayan's.
one-vear ban. “The dectsion
against Narayan was made ac-
cording (o the manager's re-
port who brought some severe
charges against him " Bult when
Mahboob read out the report of
Noel Reveree. the manager of
the three-member Bangladesh

team i the 1ith  Asian
sticoker  championship. no
specil. charges were found

Elg&lil]ﬂt him. While Hilrﬂﬁfﬂ.l’!_ a
cuieist frgm Narayanganj Club,
will be nissing on disciplinary
ground in the only national
championship,
Mozammel Hossain. the lone
successtul campaigner for
Bangladesh in the lasi Asian
sHooker championship with
one. win to his credit,
even be allowed by the Gulshan
Club to take part in the meet.

" The' two, who were markers
before reacting the highest
level in the country’s snooker,
were in the views of some ob-
servers, given farewell from
the arena whieh has over the
years grown the reputation of
belonging to the elite group of
the society only.

But Mahboob, who is also
the secretary of the Asian
Bitliards aftcl Saooker
Federation (AB=T LT
down allegations up thar alley
terming it ‘baseless.” He, how-
ever, expressed his ignorance
about Mozammel's case.

Mahboob. who is conduct-
ing the activities of the federa-.
tion at his business house in
the absence of any anent
office of the federation, said
while replying to a guery "It
was a mistake on our part not
to allow Narayan {o defend
himeelf. But the punishment
can be relaxed if he could get
rid of his attitudinal problem.

Meanwhile, a total of 57
players from eight affiliated
club's of the BBSF will take
part in the four-day meet.

The participating clubs are
— Narayanganj Club, Engineers’

(b, Comilla Club. Chittagong
{ mH ( |||1:qu { il md hosts

players

KUALA LUMPUR. Mar 8:
Eighty playvers implicated in
fixing sogcer games lasi vear
have Beem barred from the:
Malaysian League this season,

. officials said Wednesdav re-

ports AP.

Those on a police Tist given
fo the Football Association of
Malaysia {FAM] were not iden-
tified. It includes more than u
dozen players who are under
threat of being banished to
fremn'te_areas of Malaysia un-
der the Restricted Resiceqce
Act.

"The police are still identi-
[ying those to be banished. We
are not in a position to reveal
the names," said FAM general
secretary Paul Mony Samuel.,

Mony said police had insuf-
ficient evidence to implicate
another 46 players, and-state

soccer associations could apply

for their playing licenses,

“Club. Gulshan Club. Officers’

Natiwondl champion Naray.an
notl be
I Ith national

unship, the Later being held in
wiis suspenided

will not .
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England face hosts in Masters Cup semis today

Aussie oldles miss the bus

Englsh veterans
1 hrH! their Anstra-
| n counierparts
j w 14 runs here
= today o set up a
Masier~ Cup semifinal clash
withh hulia. reports AFP

England.
clia here tomorrow, recovered
through an unbroken 50-run
stand for the mnath-wicket be-
tweenn Neal Radiord and John

'] BOMBAY. Mar &

R qpp—

Emburey to knock 268 for
eght in Lhe alk 45 overs
Derek Randall. 44, made a

fine hall-century to hold the

|

uratch later in the E\-’f‘l‘tiﬂﬂ.

An AFP IIIL pl‘mtu da.tl:d Nuﬁemher 23 1994 bhil“’ﬂ Ma:mhester Umtﬂl players Prml Ince (1.
and Erie Cantona. Ince has been charged with common assault on a spectator during a
" English league match against Crystal Palace on Jan 25 and erdered to appear in court on
Mareh 23 it was reported on March 7. Cantona was earlier charged for the same offence.

middle-order wogetler but was
bowled for 62 by Graham Yal-
‘top. England ihen  experi-
enced a collapse before Rad
ford and Emburey shared a
brisk stand in six overs to
swing the maich.

. Chasing an asking rate of
575 runs an owver, Australa
WEre neyer in the hunt,

although most of their batsimen

madle good scores,

English spin twins Derek
Underwood and John Emburey
bowledd well and were backed

by scintillating lielding. But the

) Austrajians also found stroke-

making difficult as the pitch
played slow and low.

Apstraha finished with 254
for five in 45 overs and
crashed out of the last four
stage like Sri Lanka on Tues-
e

in the other semifinal on
Frickay the West Indies will play

Soulh Alrica. The final is slated

who will meet In-

mnum
Scorebeard of Lhe Masters
Cup one-day match between

the Australia and England
ENGLAND
Wayne Larkin ¢ Dyer b Whitney 18

Hill Athey lbw b Lawson 32
Tim Robinson run out 15
Mike Gatting b Yardley 35
| nrek Randal b Yallop 62

Chris Cowdrey ¢ Dyson b Yardiey 26

‘[hfﬂﬁhﬂt-im

Paul Downion lbw b Whitney

Neal Radford (not out)

Johg Emburey inot out)

Did not bat: Derek Underwood

Exiras: (b-5. |b-8, nb-1. w7

Total: Wor etght wickets ‘

in 45 overs) - 268
Fall of wickets: 1 -44: 2-69

3-77. 4-153;: 5-204: 6-207; 7-

208: B-218.

; Eunm

21

2HREYw
I

=288 YLA

Extras: {ib-4 nb-1. w-11)
Total: ior five wickets _
45 overs) 254
Fall of wickets: 1-B8; 2-101:
3-126;: 4-195; 5-204

16

Bowting O M R W
Radford 2 0 71 ©
Pringle 9 0 44 0
Emburey - 0 & 2
Underwood 9 1 38 2
Cowdrey - 5 0 30 o0
Athey 4 0 29 0O
Result: England won by 14
runs. .
Man-of-the-match: Derek

Graf's lesson for Lorenzo

NELRAY BEACH,
Florida, Mar 8: A
rusty, Steffi Gral.
~ khie world's No. 2
jHlayer since be

ing overl, iken  this year by
Aramxa Banchez-Vieario, beat

| 7-vear-old Maria Sanchez
Lorenzo 6-1. 6-4 Tuesday in
Lthe second round of the Delray
Beach Winter h:iﬂ'lptﬂﬁ'ihip"&
r{'p{u.-~ 'H*
vher has heen battling
Leote boane] e b
. (A roinmd e,

U‘tLI‘ A Lypical overpowering
Gral-like 25 niinute opening
set, a nervous, Sancher
Lorenzo, who hits with two
hanls from h sides, calmed
down and led 3-1. 40-15 in
the second set.

Gral, whe was having trou-
ble: ‘returning Sanchez
Lurenso s lirst serve. regained
her concentration. rattled off
nine straight points and four
consecutive games for a 5-3
lead.

Sanchez Lorenzo, (a‘ pro’
since last August. served out a
love game and staved off two
match points in the 10th game
before Grafl swatted a backhand
volley that grazed the net and
dropped over for the victory.

Gral, who has won 16 con-
sccutive ~-matches here, en-
coinpassing three straight ti-
tiés and five since 1987, was
surprised that most 6f the top
10 plavers bypassed the dirs

430 000 Lournament.

‘Only fourth-ranked Conc-
hita Martinez and 10th-ranked

| Anike Huber are playing, while

Sanchez-Vicario, Mary Pierce,
Lindsav  Davenport, and
Gabriela Sabatind
u.u kil

e n- tifie match third- -

st il Y Arnikhe " of

Huber

t{mk the -

Germany overcamc service

. promlems and outlasicd Radka

Bobkova ol the Czech Repubiic;
6-4. 6-3.

Huber. ranked 10th in the
world, has been hounded by
comparisons to Graf since she
twrned pro at 14. Now a ma-
ture 20-year-old. Huber said
she's secure in her identity.

Altér Irittering away a 2-0.
i 15 lead in® the [lirsi set

S Fi‘ H {.RAF
Huber regained the momen-
tum when Bobkova double-
fauited on break point to fall

behind 4-5. Huber's cross-

court forehand winner secured
the upening set.

Italian Davis Cup
team named

ROME. Mar 8; Andrea Gaud-
enzi. ‘Renzo Furlan. Siclano
scosolido il Cristian Bra-
i were named to the Italian

Davis Cup team [for Lhe
upcoming quarterfinal match
against the United States in
Palermo. Italian captain
Adiriano Panatta said Tuesday,

. reports AP.

—

| zfrerefon 1 srmmfig
SIFgE Fama $aA AT m

ECTN

The second set fealured six

of the matches 11 service
breaks. mcluding the final ofie
coming on match point when
Huber ripped a forehand ser.
vice-return winner pl.ll

In first-round matches,

" Wimbledon semilinalist and

11th seed Gigi Fernandez of
Aspen. rolled to a 6-2. 6-4 vie-
tory over Adrfana Serra- Zanetts
of ltaly, while 12th-séeded

Barbara Rittner crushed to'a 6- -

1. 6-0 victory over Elena
Savoldi.

' WTA's top 20

ST PETERSBURG., Florida,
Mar 8 [Reuter): Leading
women's tennis rankings as
released by the WTA Tour on
Thesday.

1. Aranixa WUM L

(Spain)
2: Stefli Graf K}m o
3. Mary Plerce (France)
4. Conchita Martinez
(Spain) |
5. Jana Novotna tth
Republic) .
6. Lingdsay Davenpbrt (US)
7. Gabriela Sabatini

. {Argentina)

8. Natasha Zvereva (Belarus) -
9. Kimiko Date (Japanj
10. Anke Huber (Germany)

11. Magdalena Maleeva
{Bulgaria)
' 12. Mary Joe Ftrnnnd\é:
(us)

13. iva’ !ahjnh (Croatia)

14. Naoko Sawamatsu
(Japan) :

15. Brenda  Schultz
[Netherlands)

16. Amy Frazier (US)

17. Sabine Hack (Germany)
-18. Lowi McNeil (US]

19. Julie Halard (Franice)
20. Judith Wiesner {(Austria)
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