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BREIEEFRY LTTE conditionally welcomes
foreign mediation

Britain softens terms: sqn on Tuesday

secined 1o solten conditions lor all-party peace talks with the

IRA s politival wing., Sinn Fein, when its Northern Ireland
mitnister said that only "'some weapons” held by the IRA
needed 1o be handed over. Reuter reports from Washington.

Sir Pairick Mayhew is in Washington for talks with US offi-
cials. including Secretary ol State Warren Christopher, and
madle the connpent to reporters.

17 die in Indian truck mishap:

Seventeen people were killed when a truck loaded with acid
overturned in the northern Indian state of Uttar Pradesh on
Monday. newspapers reported yesterday, AFP says from New
Delhi.

Filteen pevple were injured in the accident and nine of
them were likely (o lose their sight after su severe acid
burns. the Indian Express and other dailies re . The ac-
cldent ocourred near the town of Muzaflarnagar, thcy la-.ld

Kuwait arrests 20 Iraqis: x.vau

coastguards have arrested 20 Iragis who e trying to
infiltrate the Emirate by sea. the Interior Hrﬁtm said on
Tuesday. AFF reports from Kuwait City. .

“The coastguards arrested 20 Iraqis — six children, eight
woinen, and six men — on board a beoal ofl Kuwail.” said a min-

COLOMBO., Mar 8: Sri
Lanka s il Tiger rebels 10
dav=angrilv accused the gov-
ernmenjt of leaking secret cor
respondence and denied re
jecting toreign wmediation to

end their separatist war., re-
ports AFP .

Firing a fresh verbal salvo at
Colombo. the rebel Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE)
said they conditionally wel-
comed mediation by foreign
countries bul were notl agree-
ble to the suggestion of Presi-
dent Chandrika Kumaratunga

o involve a retired French
diplomat. '

The LTTE. in a two-page
statement sent here [rom its
London office. said Ku-
mgralunga suggested the
diplomatr. o mwan who had

served in Ethiopia and Haiti
aivd would not act on behalf of
the French government.

He was o close friend of
Lhe president and his selection
45 a4 mediator was controver-
sial. Again. this individual was
not known (o the Liberation
Tigers.” the LTTE said.

The LTTE was responding
lo a hard-hilting seven-page
statement by . Kumaratunga
Mondav accusing the rebels of
rcjecting her offer to open
substantive political talks via a
neutral intermediary acting
"with the patronage of a for-
eign government.”

Kumaralunga said the sug-
gestion was made because the
LTTE fatled to agree to direct
political negotiations in the
past three months and wanted

Lo discuss only day-to-day eco-
noniic issues allecting territory
under rebel control.

¢8aid. a letter seiit by Ku-

It alsa, raised doubts about
the government's integrity and

She also accused the LTTE.“wg Juaratlunga to LTTE supreme

of sabotaging the peace pro-
cess that she initated after
taking office in August, with
the promise ol resolving a war
that has claimed over 30,000
lives since 1972,

‘It appears that the Chan-
drika government seeks to
damage the LTTE in the inter-
national [rame by spreading
[alse information... the Sri
Lankan government is trying to
larnish our image in a plannf:d
fashion.

“If the talks between us and
the Sri Lankan government
[ail, we will welcome media-
tion by foreign countries.” the
LTTE 3aid.

. Velupillat Prabhakaran had

been leaked to reporters

. although the correspondence

was marked "top secret.”
"Having marked the letter
secret, the fact that the gov-

ernment themselves are now

talking about ‘its contents
raises grave doubts in our
mind. How are we to believe
what is being said?" The Tiger
statement asked. ;

All previous political and

. military attempts have failed to

resolve the conflict or subdue
the LTTE, generally regarded
as the most powerfuliguerilla

group in the world.
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warplanes have mined the
main road in Chechaiya to stop
Chechen separatists using it, a
Russian military official told

Russians mine main
road in Chechnya

MOSCOW. Mar 8: Russian  Geneva. .

The bus taking refugees to
Ingushetia. left the road in the
area where the Russians now

say they have laid mines.

the Interfax News Agency here But. Colonel Vyacheslay-
on Tuesday. reports AFP. Shmokov. commander of a:
Mines have been laid "along Russian interior ministry

part of the strategic road from
Grozny to Nazran", the capital
of neighbouring Ingushetia to
the west, an official of the Rus-
sian lorees said in Mozdok, the
town in north Ossetia the
Russians are using as the base
for their intervention in the
breakaway Caucuses Republic. -

The Russian announcement .

came after 10 people were
killed and five injured when a
bus carrying Chechen refugees
hil 'a mine on Monday near
Achkhoi-Martan, 40 kilome-
tres (15 miles) southwest of
Grozny. according to the In-

| ternational Migratiun Office in

sty statement carried by the oflicial agency Kuna.

Deng meets with visitors: cuinas sue.

rint news. which rarely reports news about senior leader
Deng Xiaoping. said Deng met with visitors recently from his
birthplace in Sichuan province, AP reports from Beijing.

Deng received visitors from rural Guang a county during
the lunar New Year, over a month ago, and heard about higher
incomes, more roads and other improvements in that part, of

Sichuan. the Xinhua News Agency reported on Tuesday.

UNICEF suspends 6 more: .

widening investigation of possible mismanagement and fraud,
the UN Children's Fund su another six employees of
its Kenya oflice. an official said on Tuesday, AP reports from
United Nations.

The six were suipended last week and raised to 16 the
number ol stall members taken off their jobs as a result of the
probe. said Karin Sham Poo, the deputy executive director of
the New York-based organisation.

UN official shot dead in Algeria:
CGunmen on Tuesday killed a United Nations cial who

resisted ' their attempt to hijack his car, the UN and the
victim's family said, AP reports from

Oussini Lahrache, an Algerian who was dqm.li;;gir head of the .

UN information centre in Algiers, was shot as he left home on
his way to work. UN spokesman Joe Sills said.

Inmates clash in US

prisoners were hospilalised on Tuesday after racial
erupted into a brawl between mnrcrthln 400 hlﬂﬂa“'

Hispanic inmates at a medium-security prison, AP reports -
from Dilley. Texas.

State and local law enforcement officials used tear gas and
rfot batons to quell the disturbance on Monday night at the
Dolph Briscoe ntau: prison.

of the Muslim Brotherhood have _arrested in the
troubled southern province of Minya. police said on Tuenda}f
AFP reports from Cairo.

The activists are accused of distributing Brotherhood
pamphlets in the province and ting a recruitment cam-

paign in mosques controlled by the outlawed Jamaa Is- '
lamiyya (islamic Group), they said.

UN Haiti mission to cost $270m.

The UN peacekeeping mission in Haiti will cost about 270

million dollars this year, Secretary-General Boutros Boutros-

Ghall said in a report released on Tuesday. AP says from
'nited Nations.

Peacekeepers are replacing the US-led miission that re-
siored Haiti's elected President Jean-Bertrand Aristide to
power last October. The UN force of up te 6.000
ers and 900 civillan police is scheduled to be in place by
March 31. The Uniied Nations pru{fhaeping effort is due 10
vl in February 1996. '

Ermu French Frenﬂmltv?liynﬂif-?:d Eﬂulng umncﬂ;

on Tuesday he will not be a candidate in presidential polis
due in April-May. AFP reports from Paris.

Giscard D'estaing, 69, who would have been the 13th can-
didate to declare, said on lelevision he was not standing,
“nothing with sadness” that his pro-Europe political views
‘were meeling with no response”.

Nepali Conﬁ meet ends: sepors major
OPPrsit it [Larty epall Congress (NC). concluded its
three dav general commitiee meeting pledging o pull down
the Conununist governmeni before it presenis the country's
next budget in July. a party source said on Wednesday, AFP
- reports fromm Kathmmandu.

The closed-door meeting. which concluded Tueaday night
al Pokhara 225 kilometres (141 miles) west of Kathmandu,
drew 4.000 rank lﬂdfﬂtﬁﬂﬂlﬂﬂtﬂpmﬂﬂtm-
democratic NC.

US to host Defence Confoe : -

inler-American defence conference in July, bringing together
all the countries ol the hemisphere excépt Cuba. AFP reports
from Washingon.

The meeting of the 34 countries will be held July 24-26 in
Williamsburg. Virginia. said Joseph Nye. Deputy Secretary of

-
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irag = nunister of h&alth [}r Oumid Medhat Muuharak
injects an Iraqi child with a poliomyelitis vaccine on
Tuesday, starting a three-day nationwide campaign to

.5 million children under the age of five. |
— AFP/UNB photo

vaccinate 3

Benazir slams Muslim

SINGAPORE, Mar 8: Pak-

" istan Prime Minister Benazir

Bhutto loday slanimed Muslim

~ militants for giving Islam a bad

name, saying her country

- would be a voice for modera-

tion in the Islamic world, re-
ports AFP.

Benazir did not directly re-
fer to riots in Karachi pitting
the minority Shi'lte sect
against the majority Sunnis or
the shooting there today of two
US diplomats, she was led
away by aides when asked to
comment on the shootings.
"Not now" a senior Pakistani
official told reporters.

But she said that ‘every so- v
ciety has a handful of extrem-
ists although L{}e‘y don't reflect

society at !aE
China intends to

buy 22 subs from
« Russia

- WASHINGTON, Mar 8:
China intends to buy 22 diesel-
powered . submarines f{rom
Russia over the next five years
in a 'move that-could dramati-

i cally alier the balance of naval

power in Soulheast Asia, the
Whashingtop Times reported
vesterday ) quoting Senate
sources, reports FTI.

The subpmarines,. the
sources said, will enable China
to pursue ils claims to a vast
swath of the South China Sea,
extending closer to Vietnam,
Indonesia. Malaysia and the
Philippines than to mainland
Chiianay, \

Lems ==

UN wants changes in mission

AANGREB. Csoatia,. Mar B:

The Linied Notions is {Jl'lerin;' xu_nr[nng to officials who
lo chiange its peacekeeping “spoke on condition

misston in Croatia o kl.'.'f‘:[}. anonymity, the LUinjited Nations
thousamls ol roops in place is offering to replace peace-
and avert a second Serb-Croat keeping (roops on the 1,125-
war., UN olficials say, reports kilometre (700-mile) Serb-
AP, Croat front line with unarmed

The changes might appease
Croatia s government, which
ordered the 2000 peace-
keepers out by March 3]1. but
it's unlikely the rebel Serbs
wno hold nearly a third.ol the
repablic’'s territory will agree,

Presideiit Franjo Tudjman's
order in January. blaming the
peacekeepers for [ailing to re
store goverrunenl control over
rebel areas. raised the specter
ol renewed war once the
peacekeeping (roops leave.

The Serhs and Croats foughnt
a six-month war in 1991 after
Croatia declared independence

monilors.
reporting what they

hand (o attack the Serbs.
in addition.

Chirac Teading

presidency

firmed that

If the monitors and
unarmed and limited only to
, Croat-
ian troops would have a freer

UN troops are

race ‘for French

PARMS, Mar 8: Two new
poills released on Tuesday con-
Paris Mayor
Jacgues Chirac is leading the
race for the French presidency

Defence for Natienal Security Affairs.

Taiwanese women demonstrate :

A crowd ol women yelling slogans and performing satirical

theatre

petitiened Taiwan's parliament yesterday to change

laws which they say "give everything” to men, Reuter reports

from Taipei.

Abowt 200 women. some

a 50 metre fyard) long

banner bearing more ghan 30,000 signatures. gathered on a
road i front of parliament’s gates and listened to r‘hcl by
's law is not

wullkn s righls activists.
ste{Liles ieiles

legislilive vuan,

Guerillas raid
[sraeli position

MARJAYOUN, Lebanon. Mar
8: Muslim guerillas launched
three raids on Israel s militia
allies in South Lebanon and ls-
raeli forces retaliated with ar-
tillery fire. pro-lsraeli militia
sources said today. reports

Reuter
The clashes occurred hours

hefore US Secretary ol State
Warren Christapher was due to
arrive in the Middle East in a
bid 1o restart stalled Arab-ls-

raell peace talks.
Sources with the South Le-

banon Army said one'SLA mili-
tiaman was wounded when
guerillas clashed overnight us-
ing machineguns and anti-tank
rockets with a militia patrol in
the area of Shihine in the
Westiern sector of the lsrael-

held buffer zone.
This worning. guerillas as-

saulled a fortified post at

Toumat Niha in a finger of

territory jutting north from
zone.

“The
the women shouted toward parliament. the

Taliban i impose strict Islamic laws on Afghamstan |

LMW—I Alghanistan.
Mar 8 With a crowd of thou-
sands walching. the I[slamic
judge announced that three
young men had been convicted
of robbing (ravelers. reports
AP

The convicls were brought
lorth. Two doctors promptly
severed the right hand and left

loot of each man. sending
blood spurting in all direc
Lons.

The harsh punishments
made clear that the Taliban, a
powerful new militia, are seri-

ous about driving out warlords
and imposing their version of
sirict Islamic law on this anar
chic country

The Taliban have notched a
dramatic string of victortes in
the countrys civil war. con-
quering most of southern and
easiern Afghanistan. They are
now at the ouiskirts of Kabul,
the capital. and have vowed 1o

from Serb-dominated Yu-
goslavia.

I more lighting breaks out,
it could guickly spread to
Bosnia, where Croatia's gov-
ermunent announoed a military
alliance Monday with Bosnian
Croats and the Muslim-led
government

To prevent ofTi -

that, UN

tlils say they are trying to
et some ol Tudjman's de- .
mands 1o change their mis-

just seven weeks ahead of the
first round of voting. reports
Reuter.

Chirac would defeat Conser-
vative rival Prime Minister
Edouard Balladur and Socialist
contender Lionel Jospin in the
initial voting round and go on
to deleal either man in a sec-
ond run-off round. atcording
to a BVA Institute poll for the
weekly Paris Match magarzine
Lo be published on Thursday.

defeat rival Islamic hrunnn
they consider power hungry
cormupt and un-lslamic

‘We are [ighiing against
Musiims whe have gone
wrong. said Taliban leader
Mullah Mohammed Umar
based in the southern city of
Kandahar "How can we re-
mar quiel when weé see and
hear crimes are being commit

ted agains: the poer against
the women’

In Taliban areas soccer,
vollevhall and even chess have
been banned because the

sporis caused youths w0 miss
one or more of the five daily
prayers Government squads
armed with scissors provide
mandatory hajrcuts to men
whose locks are deemed 100
long

Women have been ordered
o wear a veil whenever they
go out. Female doctors and
nurses were kept from their

jobs unul a British aid group

provided door-to-door trans-
port

The Taliban. made up
largely ol militant theology
siudents. have won support

for bringing order to places
that have had only chaos in re-
Cell years

Bul the group has no expe-
rience in governing.

ln Kandahar. four Muslim
clerics with no legal training

were serving as judges. sitting

outdoors on carpets and listen-
ing Lo more lhan a dozen
cases in a single day

People want shariah
lislamic law). people want
these punishments.’ said
Mullah Pasani. Chief of justice
lor the Taliban “It's the only
way we can esiablish a crime
iree society

Virtually all Afghans are
Musiims who say they favour an
islamic government, but thetr

to avert Serb-Croat war

r.}ffering to Ltake up positions on
Croatia's border. as Tudjman
demands. Bul the Serbs con-
irol much of that border, and
they're likely to reject UN
control of cross-border iraffic.
which moves freely between
Serbia and Serb-held eastern
Croatia.

UN control of tht border
might let some of the 250,000
Croat refugees from Serb areas
return to their homes, and re-
inforce Tudjman's insistence
that the rebel-held border is
Croatian, not Serb.

Michael Williams, UN.
spokesman in Zagreb, con-
firmed there is a proposal to
‘revise the UN imission, but -
wouldn't give details.

In a surprise development
Tuesday, European Union me-
diator David Owen said there
was a chance to make some of
the changes Tudjman wants,
Owen arrived from talks in
Belgrade with Serbian Presi-
dent Slobodan Milosevic, a key

figure in the region.
" But Serb acceplance de-

- pends on the outcome of a

power struggle in the Serb
leadership. And Milosevic says
he won't help any peace deal
until the world lifts economic
sanctions imposed on Serbia.

style of Islam has traditionally
been moderate and they have a
long history aof rebellion
against heavy handed authority.

The flercely independent
Alghans drove out British
forces twice in the 19th cen-
tury. pushed out the Soviet
army in 1989 and routinely re-
sist efforts by the central gov-
ernment in Kabul to impose its
will on outlying regions.

In contrast, the Taliban
have quickly stamped their au-
thority on captured territory.
They've sanctioned public exe-
cutions of murders in Kanda-
har. In at least one case, a
widow was allowed L0 execute
her husband's kdller.

The public amputations in
Lashkargah were carried out
“to unhold the [slamic charac-
ter of the Taliban movement
and to set an example,” said
Mullah Abdul Bari. head of

the public hospital in Lashkar-

Benazir on a three-day offi-
tlal visit, said there was a seri-
ous misconception in. many

parts of the Wworld about the

true message of Islamy, -

"This is a- message of har-
mony, tolerance and brother-
hood,” she said.

She said militancy would

" not give Muslim nations any

J

|

influence internationally.

q

"If you are seeking influence

ot clout in the new world, that
influence and that clout ... can
only come through market op-
portunities”, she said, adding
that militancy in Algeria was
destroying the Algerian mar-
kel.

Earlier, declaring her coun-
try poised for economic. take-

off, Benazir invited businesses.

here to invest In energy and
other major p?ojﬂrt! in her
country.

"We are offering a package
of an estimated [ive billion
dollars in 'projects in power
transmission, oil pipelines, 'oil
terminals and railway track.”
she lold business executives at
a luncheon here. '

~ She also invited businesses
here to invest in the upgrading
of two ports in Karachi and the
construction of a deep sea port
at Gawadar in Baluchistan.

The Pakistani Prime Minis-
ter said her country had lifted
earfier fimits on foreign own-
ership ol equity, adding that
foreigners could own 100 per
cent of equily in any venture. ~

Benazir was earlier today
accordgd a ceremonial wel-
vosiie il the Istana. or govern-
el house, .

‘KSA not worried
by Iran's ‘missile
deployment’

RIYADH, Mar 8: Saudi Ara-
bia is not worried by Iran's re-
ported deployment of anti-air-
craft missiles at a strategic
point in thé Guilf, the defence
minister was quoted on Tues-
day as saying, reports AP.

“1 think that there is no real
escalation with respect to the
missiles that Iran is said to
have on its shores,”
Prince Sultan was quoted as

saying by the official Saudi
Press

ﬂmﬁnudldﬁhmcnﬂnlﬂtr,

commented on Monday during
a visit to the northwestern
Saudi military base at Tobuk.

Fighting erupts in -
Nagorny-Karabakh

YEREVAN, Armenia. Mar 8:
Terrsions ﬂ&rtd this week

along the front line bétween
Armenian and Azerbailjani

| troops. upsetting a hull in the

seven year war between the
two former Soviet republics,
reports AP.

Each side accused the other
on Tuesday of violating a
ceasefire agreement that has
generally held since last sum-
mer.

At issue, in the war is the
ethnically Armenian enclave of
Halnrny -Karabakh. inside

!} Azerbal

Barl sent his doctors to
perform the amputations. The
thieves were given a local
anesthetic before their limbs
were severed and were
brought to the hospital to re-
cCover.

The three men, all in their
20s8. showed their wounds to
an Associated Presa reporter
and prolessed their innocence.
Bari was unimpressed.

“"Have you ever heard any

ief admit he committed a

7" he asked.

Afghanistan’'s more estab-

'Iuhed Islamic factions have

lost their credibility by fighting
among themselves for three

years since they toppled an
unpopular communist govern-
ment in 1992,

President Burhanuddin
Rabbani's neminal government
in Kabul says it wants to create
an Islamic state, but it has

forces regiment, told Interfax
the bus had been travelling on
abackmadandnutﬂ‘lcmﬁ‘m'
Grozny-Nazran highway. , ==
The official who announced
the minc-laying said the mines
aimed to "stop all major
movement by illegal armed
gangs {official Russian
for the Chechen rebels) on the
Grozny-Nazran road.” _
Planes , have also mined
woods south of the western

Chechen. village of Samashki,

‘where separatist fighters have

taken cover, according to the
offieial, who was not named in
the Interfax report. :

Off the Record

- Micro (L) a pigmy marmoset weighing 20 grnmu born on

Februdr}' 1 in the Safari Park of Paaugrﬂ in the Ardeche
in eastern France, rests on his papa's back on Tuesday,
Adults uf the species reach no more than 100 grams.

— AFP/UNB photo

Ro;ulldentlﬁcatum

LONDON: Queen Elizabeth's pet dogs have been fitted with
idertification microchips as part of a campaign by the
Sociely lor the Prevention df Cruelty to Animals | i
Buckingham Palace said on Tuesday, reports Reuter. '

Royal cocker Spaniels Oxo and Bisto had the chips placed
in the loose skin behind their necks in a quick, painless pro-,
cedure. a spokesman said. A scanner can be used to read the
informaton on the chips.

Maore than- 125,000 animals have been tagg:d since 1992
by the RSPCA charity, which says it is vital for dealing with
the problem of lost or stolen' pets. -

s
t

For one day only

EDINBURG : The Scotsman Newspaper is to change its ti-
tle on Wednesday for the first time in 179 years — but for one
day only, to mark international Women's Day, reports AFP.

“The ‘Scotsiman will become the Scotswoman and female

stail will step into key editorial posts for 24 hours.

Lesley Riddoch. an assistant editor who will become edi-
tor for the special edition, said: “This is not tokenism but a
serious contribution -to international Women's Day.”

L]

.... to prove as loyal Muslim

NEW YORK: A US government informant accused Sheikh
‘Omar Abdel-Rahman on Tuesday of urging him to kill Egyp-
tian  President Hosni Mubarak to prove that hé wasea loyal
Muulnn reports AFP, i

Emad Salem. a 45-year-old {former Egyptian arrmr mujm';
is the main wilness against Abdel-Rahman and 10 followers ’
charged with a plot to bamb New York landmarks and kill
Mubarak. :

~ Abdel-Rahman called Mubarak a tyrant and urged Salem
could redeem himself for 17 years in Egypt's army by
“turnihg your rifle’s barrel to President Mubarak's chest ilnd
kill him.” Salem lfstlﬂcd

"He is like a tail uf the snake, he and Israel, they are fol-
lowing the United States,” Salem guoted Abdel-Rahman as
sdving.

A defence lawyer for the Sheikh, Lynne Stewart, said that
the gavernment's start witness was a liar, "he's not going to

"nun'h”e cruss examination,” she said.

Salem said that the Federal Bureau of lnmugatiml (FBI)

asked him to infiltrate extremist Muslim

1990
agreed in October 1991.

groups after the

assassination of Rabbi Meir Kahane in New York. -He

Salemu said he earned 500 dollars per week from the FBI
through July 1992, when he and the FBI parted company.

He was given

a one milllon dollar contract after the

bombing ol the World Tradeé Center in February 1993. He has
said that he has received 116000 dollars thus far in addition
to 7.000 dollars per month as pﬂﬂ’ of the witness reluuum

programime.

L

barely functioned due to the
WA

The Taliban have been far
more effective. One of their
most remarkable achievements
has been to disarm Afghan
men who consider carrying a
weapon to be a birthright. At
Taliban cheokpoints, drivers
are now greeted with smiles
and den't have to worry about
betng robbed or paying bribes.

The Taliban have miarched
for hundreds of miles without
facing much resistance. but it

will be difficult to take control .

of Kabul, where Rabbani's
Ltroops are dug in.

The two sides are separated
by only 100 meters (yards) on
a road 10 kilometers (six
miles) south of the capital.
Neither side has attacked but
fighting may be Inevitable un-
less they can settle their dif-
ferences under a United Na-
tions peace plan,

Libya won't sign
NPT in April

TUNIS, Mar 8: Libyan
leader Muammar Gaddafi on
Tuesday said Libya will not sign
the Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty due {or renéwal at a UN
conference in April, reports
Reuter.

'We now reject signing the
renewal until Israel's nuclear
installations are not only in-
spected, *but also lsrael dis-
armed of the nuclear, chemical
and biclogical weapons it has,”
the official Libyan news

| Jana quoted Gaddafi as saying

"Otherwise, it is the Arabs'
right to make nuclear, chemi-
cal and biological bombs,"

Gaddaff said. Jana said he was
talking in an interview with
the London-based Arabic
newspaper Al-Arab.

Libya. suspected by Western

| countries of trying to make

chemical weapons, declined in
1993 to sign a United Nations

| chemical weapons ban



