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Women's Cause

The observance of the_International Women's
Day yesterday hardly marked any departure froin
the usual beaten track. Indeéd such occasions
have become so repetitive — and therefore formal
and uninteresting — that the purpose of the com-
memoration is virtually getting lost on the com-
‘mon people. An observance is basically highligh-
ting an event or a cause. Yesterday it was women's
cause that we were supposed to bring o a
focus. Whether we succeeded to do that is any-
body's guess. What we fail to understand is that it
is not merely !:aqu;;linlgl out a day or just an inept
imitation of rest of the world, Rather it ought to
be a serious business of bringing our house in
order through diligently working throughout the
year towards the advancement of the cause.

This is the hardest part of the job. But this is
also how we can do justice to our commitment to
any cause. As lor the International Women's Day

we have our own special problems relating to the
women issues. Women's right groups here in
Bangladesh have time and again brought those is- *

sues to the attention of all who matter. But a

from a couple of important legal decisions en
to improve the condition of women's status
nothing worthwhile has so far been achieved. It
surely is- a landmark judgement when the H

Court has ruled that anyone divorcing his wife
will be required to provide for her until she re-
marries. It may not have a direct bearing ,on
polygamy but its indirect deterrence effect will
certainly be felt if the polygamous men are not

allowed to skirt around the law,
Had (here . been many such legal provisions to

protect women's property righr; to ensure equal
wage lor their labour with that of men and to
provide them with adequate bLocial security
against male oppressions and sexual crimes, we
might have got a good cause to celebrate. But
framing laws alone does not guarantee that
women will be able to enjoy their ts as stipu-
lated by the document. A society has to grow
from within. d to 80" it must need en-
lightenment - both educational and cultural. The
<overall litcmc?v of our population i{s depressi
~and its rate for women is simply dismal. Tha
however finds its correspondence in all other ar-
eas of life. We needed to come clean on this mat-
ter. The recognition that the all-round diserimi-
nation against women pulls down society is not
- enough. Let it be a priority of ours to eliminate it.
8 8 l
A Loathing Rejection
Mr Viadimir Zhirinovsky is nobody's idea of a
statesman come to cool the heat generated by the
Jostling of the nations of the world. He is a
provincial politician bloated into an international
somebody sheerly through uttering and acting out
imbecilities beyond the powers of any political
clown. His antics cannot combine to move a sp-
eck of dust outside his pasturé but each of these
has already shamed his motherland to no end.

- A kind of su¢cess such characters meet with is
that people are ever so curious about their latest
buffoonery. And in his latest act Mr Zhlnnuvskg
has tried to inspire India to annex Banglades
-and Pakistan. The foolish thing came out from his
mouth even-as he was lapping the warmth of wel-

- come extended by India, his host-on his latest
- Jaunt. This gem of a wise counse} can only push
- the two subcontinental states into an uneasy huff
and throw his host into a cesspool of diplomatic
quandary. | 5 .
The Russian political leader dreams of a new
“wise of the impcerial Russian empire. This bad
dream may assuage some of the imagined woes
bedevilllnﬁhe minds of many Russians R[layed by
a host of bad and very real challenges. Mr Zhiri-
novsky’'s is not a' prescription to cure these
predicaments, his whole being and all that it rep-
resents are symptomatic of all the diseases now
eating into the vitals of his t nation. Now he
is to extend his diseased dreamings to dif- -
ferent nations wishing them to repair baek to
their past imperialist-imposed unities—in the
“fashion of the pieces of a broken cup rushing
. pellmell  to restore the older form.

« If Mr Zhirinovsky is a pain in the neck of any-- -
one, it is Russia's. And it is Russia that shall re-
strain and write him off in a matter of years. He
is a mere passing show. The fall of the 70-year-
old socialistic behemoth together with the ideals

~and sacrifices of tens of millions of the best of
humanity culla;isinﬁ with a thud has given off

.- much that is worse Mr Zhirinovsky — prosti-
tution and violence etc — and Russia surely
would survive all such historical aberration.

Does Mr Zhirinovsky even merit a condemna-
tion? If his unfortunate utterance constitutes
anything diplomatic other than inanity, we rejeet
it as loa y as we are capable of. 7 G

. . b . -
The Grinding Juggernaut
This, is bureaucracy at its funniest. But this
‘manifestation of the worst in the system has been |
- ing the life out of scores of senior physicians
‘on the government payroll — and their amilies,
Out of a motley of the most improbable things
-}’:lagulng our state health serviee one question
ooms -la{ﬁe crgng for an answer: how is it possi-
ble that there has been no cases of promotion for
octors-in the ten years — 1085 to '‘95? And all
these years 140 posts of civil surgeons etc were
manned as 'current charge' by doctons not duly
promoted to that position. It took ten years to
mﬂs& what these people were doing even
uly charged to do so. - 3 '
_ Funny but not only funny. Unfair but not at all
unique. This is rather the rule with our bureau-
cracy than an exception. And if this is a vindica-
tion of the Prokrichi claim that a
-stranglehold on the administration of specialised
services is at the root of such dereliction and -
' dysfunction, one is not confident about how spe-
cialists calling the shots can effect a changé in

ére were some technical points backing at

the regularisation of the doctors ‘manning some,
140 /posts under the BCS cadre. The way the
points have been handled in the case of 73 spe-

cialists — as rted in Wednesday's Daily Star —
and their employment regularised through. pro-
motion, could very well have been done at least
half a decade ago, if not at the very outset. One
can of course argue that if such cases, disposable
perhaps in mon S, are not dragged fo take the
whole of a decade, in the best materialisation of
Parkinson's Law, there wouldn't be there the
miles of sheds crowded by clerks and ministries

employing officers who have seen neither a fac-
t:lrly nor a hospital, visited neither a cull?c nor a
‘but all the same were taking crucial decisions

Ll

effecting the conduct of all these.
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Do Our Leaders Care about

NE ol iy [avourite stor-
O its  about Grameen

Bank and Prof Yunu-
and one which | repeal every
time | gei a chance, refers 1
the time when Bill Clinton just
got elected as the President of
the United Siates. Knowing
about his Iriendship with the
Clntons. few local journalists
rushed 10 him for comments
on his 'friend’ becoming the
US President. Dr Yunus, as he
told me. replied that
"American citizens have
elected their own President so
what is there for me to say?

However. since vou all have
asked me. | would like to
inake an observation. [ came
lo know Bill Clinton when. as
Governor el Arkansas, he
kindly looked me up to learn
about Grameen Bank He
wanted (o find out how rele-
viil this nuxdel was for anu-
pPOveriy  progr anmies  in his
slalc,

Here was o leader {nol yet
President! ol thie most power
il eonintry in the world, ask-
g i aboul wine experfioet in

a4 far awav country, so that Le
could help his own people.
The tragedy is that since its
inception in '76 until now
['92) no political leader, of any
standing, of my own country,
has ever bothered to find out
what we are doing." Prof
Yunus was obviously not crav-
ing for recognition by our
leaders, but was simply bring-
ing home the point as to how
little development issues oc-
cupy our leaders’ thoughts,
During last 18 inonths, se-
ntor ministers lrom Uganda,
Kenya., Chad, Central African
Republic, Burkinoe Faso and
Ethiopia came to Bangladesh .
Just to visit and learn from
BRAC schools. BRAC was also
invited to address 17 educa-
ton ministers of Alrica In a re-
cent regional meeting In
Mauritius. As a result it has
opened — with Unlcef funding
~ an office in Nairobi, to advise
African States on non-formal
education. Recently Viet Nam
has signed up BRAC for the
same purpose. Grameen is be-
ing replicated in more than 20
countries at the moment.
When leaders from other
developing and developed
countries are learning from
our development experience,
o lendders pay no attention to

Lhaciig. -
1 have heen prompied by

Hillary  Clinton's remarks at
the Social Summit on Grameen
Bank last Tuesday, to write
this piece. We are delighted

that the American First Lady _

thought it fit tp term our very
own Grameen Bank as an ap-
propriate global imodel for
anti-poverty drive and for
women's emancipation. As a
nation we thank her for bring-
ing Bangladesh into global fo-
cus, and for doing us proud.
For a-country, known only fer
its natural and man made dis-
asters, to be now known as the
pioneer of a new development
model is-an honour indeed. It
is. of course, to Prof Yunus that
our [irst debt of gratitude be-
long. for bringing this unique

honour o our country.
However successful we are,

the world would still not take
any notice of us, unless some-
one like Hillary Clinton
(President "Clinton himself is
on record to have publicly
spoken on Grameen Bank too)
speaks on such achievenmients.
The fact that she chose to do
so on such an important ocea-
sion as the Social Sumhit,
where political and develop-
ment leaders from the whole
world have.gathered., puts us
all more in her debt.

But how much inore proud
I would have felt if I knew that
our leaders themselves speak
on the same achievements —
and with far more enthusiasm
— when they go abroad. |
know of no ocecasion when our
Prime Minister spoke about
Grameen Bank in the same
as Hillary Olinton did last
Tuesday. In fact she should be

going ‘arcund saying the same
thing far more loudly and

} proudly. But then how can she.
| She has never bothered to see

it for herself during her four
years in power. This is equally
true for our opposition leader
Sheikh Hasina, and for the
second and third tier leaders
of both their parties. This fact
is the same for most political
leaders of other parties. The
question that I woyld like to
ask is: are our leaders aware of
what is going on in our own
country in the field of devel-
opment? Do they at all care to
know? ' %

/1 hesitate to answer that
questjon, because the obvious
‘one would be NO. 1 neither
want to question their patrio-
tism nor their commitment
towards the upliftment of our
people. What | am perhaps
questioning is the way they go

" about It Why is there such a

vast distance between the
grassroots level development
workers and our political lead-
ers? They are always to

the country to address public
meetings. But how often, il
ever, do they take time out (o
visit a development project.
Government leaders are often
seen cutting 'ribbons' of gov-
erpment funded projects. But
do they ever visit a elop-
" ment project just to learn from

'he Third View
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it, where TV camera and pho-
tographers do not go with
them?

Yes. lower down the line.
the local leaders, or thana or
district level political leaders
do keep some contact with the
local development workers.
This they do. more so because
their areas are the direct
beneficiaries of such activities
But in this instance, the
cooperation s ulf—:erving
rather than nation-serving.

There is another aspect of
local politicians taking a keen
interest in projects,
Sometimes thése leaders may,
and do, descend upon such
projects only to insist that they
should be located in their con-

1al challenges, — the popu!a-

. plained to them

" education, public utilities etc.,

and I am only_talking about

stituency, or to get their sup

porters some jobs or ensure.
either themselves or their rel-
atives, some benefit. | know of
several instances, when local
politicians forced NGOs work- |
ing in their areas to extend
favour under duress and threat.
But these are exceptions
rather than being the rule. The
point needs to be clearly
stated that at the local level
there is some sort of coopera-
tion, however tenuous, be-
tween politicians and the de-
velopment workers.

But it is the distance be-
tween development issues and
political leaders at the national
level that is the matter for my
concern. To the best of my
knowledge there is no attempt
by any of the major parties Lo
learn anything about what the
leading development bodies
are doing.

There appears to be a total
lack of appreciation that de-
velopment process is a
sclence. and that societal
change is full challenges and
pitfalls. There are hundreds of
theories and alternative expe-
riences. All these. iogether,
constitute a fabulous reservoir
of knowledge and skills. and
more importantly ‘dos and

don’ts'. But these skills .nd
knowledge are available only to

thos¢ who spend some time in
trving to understand them.

| have some personal expe-
rience about talking to polijti-
cians on one of our fundamen-

lion problem. Once — during

the good old davs when we hiad
a full Sangsad — ! asked sev-

eral ol our MPs [rom both
sides, as to what they knew
about our population problem.
Except for knowing that we
are highly populated, and that
it was a serious problem, none
of the MPs | talked to had any
in-depth knowledge of what
the whole thing meant. [ =x-
that there
were. several ‘Pprojections
available ranging from the 'best
case’ to Lthe ’'worst case
‘'scenarios, which showed our
possible population by theg Year
2025 to be anywhere betweern
230 million to 280 million.
When 1 pressed Lo get their

reactions as to what such a
population burden — even tn -

the 'best case’ allernalive —
would mean in terins ol hous-
ing, sanitation. fresh water
supply, food, land space, not to
men such social services as

my friends, the pdliticians had
really niothing much to say.
They frankly admitted to me
that they were much too busy
with day to day politics,’ and
with serving their constituen- |
cies — that they really had no
time for any serious study of
any of our development prob-
lems. L =2
What they said was only
half true. Yes they were very
busy people. But that was not
why they did not know much
about these problems. The real
reason was their mindset,
They all @Ilm that develop-
ment is a“very simple thing.
You get into power, then gov-
ernment policies and pro-
.grammes will lead to develop-
ment. This mindset divides
our politicians into two obvious
groups — those who are in
power and those who are out.

- The former group thinks —

politicilans who want to do
some real work, (a dying
species, 1 will admit] — that
having come tp power they can
bring all sorts of changes as
‘they wish. Such confidence is-
obviously based on a total lack
of understanding as to how dif-
ficult it is to bring about social

change, and the very big gap

that lies between vision and
reality, belween wishes and
possibilities. between planning
and implementation, and fi-
nally between implementation |
and what actually lasts over a
period of time.

Because they do not have
any deep understanding of the
complexity of the development
process, they think bringing
about societal change is a
matier of executive flat, and
thai geod governance is only a
matier of good intentions.

Poligicians in the opposi-
tion appear to hang vn to the
archaic notion that all devel-
opment works begin after get-
ting into the government, and
hence they have nothing else

Lo cher bt eriticise the power ol
Lhie 11.!"'. and wait for | hem-
sclves (o get to power. They
seeiin Lo believe that when out
of power there is no need to
expose themselves to the de-
velopment issues. in order that
they can handle these prob-
lems better when. and il. they
come (G lorm the government.

Our politicians are so
wrapped up. in their make be-
lief world of politics that de
velopment issues are far from
Lheir vision and thoughts. Thus
when somebody else does
soinething extraordinary. they
o net even know about it. or
cver bother find out. So it
lukes a Hillary Clinton to tell
Lhie world about Grameen Bank
belure our leaders do

Why ogpily blame our politi-
cians. How much time and
space do we, as journalisis, de-
vote 1o our development struy

~ ASEHIES OF INTERVIEWS AND ARTICLES ON THE (

ARTI ON THE CURRENT

Development Issues ?

gle” Instead of spenduig days

after days. andl wons aller tons
il newsprint. on (he inane.
repetitive. rhetarical and seif-
serving statemenis of our few
political leaders. we could
swrve the mation much better
by covering develapment. is-
sues and inlerviewing grass-
roois workers

Finally a point about our
academics. Several universities
of Europe and the US are fund-
ing PhD studies on Grameen

model. Every vear hundreds of

visitors come (o observe pro
jects of Grameen. BRAC
Proshika and some other suc
cesslul experiments. None of

our uriversities has shown the

least bit interest on any of the
institutions and their projects.
which have already attracted
some of the leading intellec
tual centres in the world

But then, now that the
western leaders and institu-
tionis have started Lo recognise
these successes. .many of our
own leaders. journalists and
imelleciunals will find time to
nolice 1hein. How ironic.

—

Looking Back at )

March towards Independence

March 9, 1971

Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan Bhashani, NAP Chief., addressing a
public meeling at Paltan Maldan, stated that the majority party
alone wids authurised Lo frame a country s constitution .in a,
demotracy. Black flags were hoisted atdp private houses, educa-
Uonal institutions. business establishments and offices. in re-
sponise (o a &all given by Sheikh Mujib at the Ramna Race Course
Maidan the previous day in protest against the firing on unarmed
civitians participating in the current. movement. All forms of
transport alse flew miniature biack flags and members of the
public of all ages wore black ribbons.

A number of exemptions and clarifications were issued b}’
Tajuddin Ahmad. (he EPAL General Secretary. pertaining to
Sheikh Mujib's directive to continue the non-violent and non-
cooperdlion movement. These included. among others: i) all
banks. including the State Bank. shall remain open for inter-
bank transactions only within Bangladesh for the payment of
wages. personal drawings of upte Rs. 1000. and purchase of in-

dusirial raw malerials necessary for mills and facteries:
Hl no remittances shall be effected outside Bangladesh: iii)
movemenii of lood supplies should be maintained: iv) jute seed

and rice distgibution should be effected: v) coal supplies should
he effected I8r brickfields: vi) relied and rehabilitation work in
the cyclone alfecied areas should continue: vii) EPWAPDA: only
such sections shall remain open as are necessary for supply of
electricity. vilii EPADC: only for the purpose of ensuring fer-
tliser and diesel 1o powér pumps: vili} supply of water and gas
shall be maintained. ixlhealth and sanitation services shall be
maintained, x) post and telegraph offices shall remain open only
for the purpose of transactions within Bangladesh, but press

Kot of

‘elegrams may be sent ouiside Bangladesh: and xi) semi-gov-

crmunentt bodies other than those

serve hartal.

—

exempted shall eontinue to ob-

(Compiled by Rashida Ahmad) _
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POLITICAL CRISIS

'No Alternative to Immediate
Resumption of Dialogue"

e Daily Swar (DS): What.,
according o you, are the req-
sons for the present political
stalematey? What is the way
ow? Pleuse claborate your per-
sonl views on what should be
the next siep,

Kainal Hossain (KH): The
prinicipal political parties in
Parliament have each sought to
pursue short term advantages
al the cost éven of their own
long term ihterest of nurturing
and consolidating democracy
which was restored at a very
great cost in terms of the sul-
fering and sacrifice of multi-
tudes of our people. Maost
members ol the Parliament, as
indeed the people of the coun-
try. would have wished to see
Parliament develop into a
strong institultion where the

Government and opposition
could work eflectively together
to deal with eritical national
ISsties,

Pl navionial issues which

cialled tor such a bi-partisan
national approach included
violence in the campuses, sick.
industries, vacuum created by
the absence of the elected lo-
cal government at the Thana
and District levels, and educa-
tional and administrative re-
forms as also key initiatives in
the foreign policy area which
woutld. aint 4o find endusing
solutioir te problems such as
waler shuring within a frame-
work ol long term regional co-
operation. "Unfortunately, the
intensely adversarial manner

in which parliamentary politics:

was conducled led to increas-
ing confrontation within the
Parllament and outside. While

most ol the principal parties .

professed (o be committed to
the “"nation" above “party",
their actual conduct increas-
ingly belied this claim.

The Magura hpel:cl}nn
should not have degenerated
into a "free for all", which re-
vived the terrible memories of
the abuse of muscle and money
in 1he 1986 elections and

= Sir. This relers’io a letter of
Mr Ekram Belal of New York.
USA published under the cap-
tion "Strong Taka" in your es-
teemed daily of February 20,
1995.

| would ltke to mention
here that on the advice of the
World Bank. IMF and many
others. we have devalued our
curfency Taka several times
since 1972 in the name of in-
creasing ous export and earn-
ing loreign exchange, Bul. as a
matter of fact, in the practical
field we have always imported
goods and comuodities more
And more, of colossus amount
ol money. and our export
Ahounted to pittance.

Our deficit balance of
payment ol foreign trade’ for
the last twentythree years
amounts to several thousand
crore of Taka. Further, the de-
valuation has raised the Habili-
ties of our foreign loans Lo a
Himalayan heighit.

This has made a grievous

adve rse

~ and foreign, have shol up,

~goods and commodities, ma-
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An Interview with Dr Kamal

by Chapal Bashar

greatly detracted from Lhe
coilidence that had begun to
grow after the Mayoral elec
tions with regard to the
Election Commission and the
electoral process. The demand
ol the opposition parties that
significant corrective action
was needed. sought, as a key
clement. the holding of the
next electlon under a care-
Laker government.

If all the parties who raised

these demands were sincere
in their desire truly to improve
the framework lor free and lair
elections, they would e not
only asked for a caretaker gov-
ernment, but would alsg have
locused on specific measures
lo strengthen the electoral

process which would include !

(@] adopting a code of cénduct

containing specific provisions’
which would deter and punish -

use ol muscle and money in
elections: [b) supporting such
licasure as "issuing of identity
cards and preparation of com-
puterized volers lists: [c)
strengthening of the Election
Commission, if necessary, by
appointing new Election
Commissioners who enjoy the
confidence of all parties. Such
appointments could be madf
after mutual consultations, in-
cluding consultations with the
Chief Justice of Bangladesh. All
these would require meaning-
ful ‘discussions among the
principal parties so that a con-
sensus can be reached at,
which could then be imple-
mented through legislation

and. if necessary. constitu-
Wonal amendment.

The parties failed to (ake
advantage of Lhe
Commeonwealth initiative and a
valuable oppertunity was thus
los(. resulting in a fhounting
crisis.of confidence. while the
ordinary people of the country
eontinue to pay a heavy price
as a result of political instabil-
ity, uncertainty and a limping|
non-functioning parliament,
Although it is very late in the
day and with so much distrust
having been generated by the
manner in which each party
has conducted itself during the
last 12 months, there is no al-
ternative to an immediate re-
sumption of-dialogue between
the principal partiés at the
highest level to deal meaning-
fully with the following’agenda:
(a) To agree on the date of
elections; (b) To agree on the
framework for the next elec-
tions that is, the issue of care-

e ———— T —
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At on our _erunun-:g.-.
The prices ol all goods and
commodities, bhoth domestic

It we lurther devalue our
currency Taka we would be
simply striking axe on our own
legs and also adding fuel togthe,
fire of our deficit in balance of
payment of foreign trade and
In repayment of our foreign
loan Habilities.

Why not the USA devalues
her currency Dollar and sells

chinery and equipment, arms
il aminunition worth billions
B dlollars o third world coun-
Irivs? ¢

II the USA could sell us fin-
ished goods and commodities
machinery and equipment at a
cheaper rate we could also ex-
port many goods and com-
modities including Flour Sack
Kitchen Towel 4t a much
cheaper rate for which Mr
Ekrani Belal is interested tor a
Chicagd importer

0O H Kabir
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laker government,

The discussion on Lthe (ssie
of caretaker government could
stact at the point geached In
earlier digcussion on 28-29
December. The 28 December
position of the Prime Minister
and the leader .- of the
Opposition's position as stated
on 10 Jamuary, 1995 cguld be
a starting point for an agree-

ment on the framework for the
next elections. The vexed con-,

stitutional and legal situation
presenteg by the Speaker's

" ered

President, Gano Forum |

Lration or in the law enforcing
agenciess There should be a
standing - iribunal presided
over by a senjor High Court
‘Judge, who should be empow-
to take cognizance of
complaints made by the
Election Commission or af-
fecled parties and to deal with
these on an urgent basis, in-
cluding *ukln{‘nny’ nterim
steps that may be pecessary to
preven{ further - violence.
Finally, if the Chief Election
Connmissioner and members “of

ruling is not irresoluable. Once . the Election Commission due

a political agreement is
reached. members could re-

twrn to Parliament to enact *

tional amend-
egislation as may

such constit
mrnts_ur

necessary. If there is need for

removing any doubt as to the

constitutignality of such action
CohA s |

there are at'least’ fweo’
which could be 'adopted in
keeping with the norms of
constitutional propriety: '

(i} seeking an advisory
opinion of the Appellate
Division under Article 105 of
the Constitution which could
provide a means of evercoming
any apparent constitntional

" difficulty that Way be pre-
+ sented by a' larger number of

members of Parliament insist-
ing that their resignation have
become ‘eéffective while the
Speaker in ‘these circum-

slances was unable to accept -

this position.
W) An- agreement reached
that the next Parliunent could
adopt anmy constitutional
amendment to.ratify the ae-
tions laken.

The nation needs a political

- settlement urgently. If the

parties again fail Lo attain such
a settlement to end the siate
of uncertainty then a major cit-
izens' initiative is called for. I
would appeal to fellow citizens
to consider a united people's
initiative, involving leading eit-
izens, who enjoy public confi-
dence -and- who have n in
the past or would be in the fii-
ture acceptable as members of
a caretaker government, who
could consult al civie and
professienal organisations who
had been ac%:‘ In the move-
ment for rest lon bf democ-
racy so that'the all pro-inde-
pendence ;anél pro-democratic
forces could present a united
national eorisensus on the
stion of cagetaker govern-
ment and the framework for
the next elections.
- DB: Everybody is talking
about elections — but when
showudd it be held — Within the
next . few months, or later in
the year, or at its schedule
time. early next year?, Suggest
measures to be taken jor the
timing of your choice.

KH: The elections should bhe
held within 1995. It would be
desirable, for'an agreed elec-
tion date to be arrived at
through mutual consultations
taking into aceount the neéd
to establish a proper constitu-
tional framework for the hold-
ing of [ree and fair elections.

DS: How io ensure an inde-
pendent Election
ssion? What are. the pros amd
cons of the EC Bill passed?

KH: To ensure indepen-
dence of the Election
Commission. it instilutional
strueture should be strength-

ened by providing 4t with bud-
getary resources directly and
also giving the Ceomimissioner
power to employ and control
thetr own stall, The Election
Commission Should have
power to Initdate prosecutions
against violators of the elec-
tural law and &f the legally en

forceable Code of Conduct
whether the violator be leaders
ol a political party or highly-
placed officials in the admints

« keep’ on losing

Commi- .

to their past performance
confidence, a -
new Chief Election
Commissioner and members
may have to be appointed after
mutual consultations among
the parties so that those who
are entrusted with the high
responsibilities to the Election
Commission can truly enjoy.
public ednfidence and possess
the gualities of courage, inde-
pendence and integrity, which
will enable them to act without
fear or favour eflectively and
-not be impaired in the dis-
charge of their constitutional
duoty b toidity and ndecision
and - . ~e imposed sense of
tpafoile, " B -
Ds: How (u . jormulate a
Code¢ of Conduct for political
pariics w hold elections? How
o ensure the implementation
of such a code?
KH: A Code of Conduct

B

- could be adopted, using as

working- models the South
African Code of Conduct, the
Indian. Cade of Co ct and
the informal code of conduct
which was formulated by the
Bangladesh Election

- Commission during the munic-

ipal elections. It is imperative
to give the code of conduct a
legally binding character and
to eémpower the Election
Commission to have the power
to imitiate investigations and
prosecutions as well as ta have
a4 high-powered standing tri-
bunal to deal with the com-
plaints. iy

. DS: What are’ your views on
the need for a-computerized
voicrs st wnd ldentity Cards?
Cun we cnsure fair clection
without them? I we want
them. then what should be the
time frame for elections?

KH: Ildentity cards and vol-
ers’ list would certainly con-
tribute to lmprove free and fair
elections. With a concerted ef-
fort these could be doune with-

ot wrielue loss of tige

Dg: We henar 4 tot chout
hlack money I ffuy G Jactor in
the next clecltion. What are
your suggesHons to make elec
tions_[unding transparent, and
accountahble? .

KH: Black money is truly
one. if not the greatest, threat
lo free and lair elections. The
Code of Conduct should have
eéxpress provisions which

‘should make it a penal offence

[or parties to sell nominations
and to provide for drastic
penalties including disqualifi-
cation particularly for those
who break the law with regard

. 1o election expenses as well as

to prohibitions in the Code of

Conduct  with regard to
posicrs. erection ol camps and
prravicing  of  financial and

vther matertal inducements to
virlers, This should be woni-
tored by connmunity-appointed
Hiolilors. ¢ivic organizgation
and hy monitors appointed by
the Election Comunission. Such
da mlti-lavered system was in
place n South  Africa “and
achieved very positive results
Soile o the antiatives of the
Indian Chiel Election
Conunissioner Mr Seshan
show that where there is a will
1o enforee a code ol conduct,
the way can certainly be found



