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A SERIES OF INTERVIEWS
AND ARTICLES ON THE CUR-
RENT POLITICAL CRISIS

Gano Forum
president Dr
Kamal Hoss-
«in says that
there is no
alternative to
an imme-
diate resum-
ption of dial-
ogue betwe-
en the prin-
cipal parties
al the highest level to deal
meaninglully with the agenda
to agree on the lramework for
the next elections, that is. the
issue ol caretaker government.
According to Dr Kamal
Hossain. the nation needs a
political settlement urgently
and if the parties again fail to
attain such a settlement to end
the siate of uncertainty then a
major citizens initiative is
called lor.

Full text of Dr Kamal's in-
ierview with The Daily Star is

“”M‘:

Tomeorrow — An article by
Qari Kholiyuszaman Ahmad, an
eminent economist. chairper-
son ef the Bangladesh Unnayan
Parishid (BUP), a leading
think tank of the country
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NEWS BRIEFS
CU reopens

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. Mar 8: Chitt -
agong University reopened
today alfter a closure of four
months. A large number of
students attended classes on
the first day. Most of the resi-
dent students have also re-
turned 1o their halis. Students
were required te produce
identity cards and hall rent re-
ceipts o enter the halls.
Chittagong University was
closed in November following
Lhe killing of a Chhatra Dal
leader Md Musa

BCL calls hartal
in Ctg today
From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. Mar 8 Chha-
tra League. Chittagong umnit,
has called for a half-day hartal
here lomorrow in protest
against the shifting of 12 BCL

leaders from the Chitlagong
jatl to Comilla and also dema-

L

nding (heir release. Mean-
while. - pporters of BCL held
rallies und demonstrations
here today in support of

lomorrow's hartal

Untying the Two US consulate staff |

shot dead in Karach.l

I’akistami paramilitary troops guard the US Consulate
General in Karachi after two American staff were shot dead

by unidentified gunmen yesterday.

— AFP/UNB photo

KARACHI. Mar 8: Two gun-
men burst out of a taxi today
and sprayed bullets at a van
carrying three US government
workers, killing two and
wounding the third, reports
AP,

Earlier a spokesman for the
US consulate said two diplo-
mats were shot dead early to-
day and a third was wounded.

The Americans were hea-

ded to work at (he US con- -

sulate when the van stopped at
a traffic light on one of the
busiest roads in this convulsed
port city. As they waited for
the light to change, two gun-
men got out of a yellow taxi
and opened fire with AK-47
assault rifles.

The bullets shattered the
front and back windshields,
killing Jackie van Landingham,

a secretary, and Gary C Durell,

‘a communications tethnician.

Mark McCloy. who worked in
the consulate's post office, was
injured and was in stable con-
dition, US officials said. Their
Pakistani driver was not hit
and took them to the Agha
Khan Hospital.

"We are outraged and sad-
dened by this terrible act,”
the US consulate said in a

stalement., "Why and for what |

See Page 12-Col 1

US to spend $100m for Third World women’s edn

Hectic negotiations for final
WSSD declaration

COPENHAGEN, Mar B: As
the World Women's Day
celebrations acruss the globe
today renew vow Lo fight
inequality. the delegates al the
World Summit on Social
Development (WSSD) here are
negotiating hard to prepare
the [inal document that
promises action against po-
verty. unemployment and
social exclusion. -

Delegiatles Irom  dilfferent
coriilries are discussing the
language ol the final declara-
livnn ol the summit and the
Plan of Action so that, in the
last two days. the document
could be adopted smoothly.

The summit mark the
Women's Day with a sober
message: Women are among
those most hurt by poverty and
inequality

The United Nations. which
is sponsoring the 193-nation
meeting says women consti-
tute up o 7O per cent of the
worlds |1.2 bhillion poor and
Iwo-Lthirds of the world's illit-

Saifur for changes
in laws relating
{o women

From Staff Correspondent

Flnance Minister M Saifur
Ratunan. speaking on the oc-
vasion ol International Wo-
men s Day yesterday. called
lor changes in the country's
legal system to remove
discrimination against wo-
e,

Addressing a discussion

meeting in the city, Saifur
Rahman said that without a
drastic reform of the laws

pertaining to women's rights,

discrimination against
woinen cannot be eliminated.

Citing the Muslim law of
inheritance as an example of
gross discrimination against
women. he said that a legal
sysiem Lhal does not permit
davghters (o inherit the en-

lire parenial property uniess
d son is born. is not fair 4o

See Page 12 Col 6

From Masud Hasan Khan

vrate.

Wonen droups participating
in the parallel NGO forum as
well as lobbying in the main
WSSD meeting here have
charted a wide range of pro-
grammes. focusing on gender
issLes.

US First Lady Hillary
Rodham Clinton is playing a
prominent role.

Hillary Clinton told the
summit today that the United
States would spend 100 mil-
lion dollars in 10 years to im-
prove women's education in
poorer countries.

In a speech marking
International Women's Day,
she told the gathering that
more than (wo-thirds of the
world's illiterate are women.

She said the US aim is a 20
per cent rise in women's liter-
acy and girls' primary school
finishing rates in Africa, Asia
and Latin America.

“The goals of this initiative
are ambitious.” Clinton said. "1
respectiully urge other gov-

ernments to join the United
States in creating or expand-
ing the opportunities for all
women worldwide.”

Meanwhile, the self-exiled
Bangladeshi writer Taslima
Nasrin is scheduled to speak
here at the NGO forum on the
woilen s issues

Danish chapter of PEH the
international writers' forum
will bring Taslima in
Copenhagen from the neigh-
bouring Sweden where she is
now staying.

Despite the near-minus
weather outside, the WSSD
working group after a heated
debate late last night agreed
on the most controversial re-
source issues — the 20:20 con-
cept and the debt relief.

To satisfy all parties of ne-
gotiations, 20:20 will not be a
binding, but a possible tool for
‘interested’. countries.

This ‘vague' agreement
means Lhat the social summit
will fail to make any ground-

See Page 12 Col 3

. Rahua,

Concerted move urged'

to improve women's lot

By Staft Correspondent

The International Wemen's
Day was observed in the coun-
iry yvesterday as elsewhere in
the world with a call for con-
certed effort by all concerned
Lo improve the socio-economic
condition of women, especially
Lthe under -privileged ones.

In observance of the day.
various political. secio-cultural
and voluntary organisations or-
ganised colourful processions,
rallies and .discussion meetings
in the capital and elsewhere in
the country.

The Ministry of Women and
Children's Affairs organised a
discussion meeting at the Os-
mant Memorial Hall which was
graced by President Abdur
Rahiman Biswas as chief guest.

Finance Minister Saifur
State Minister for

Women and Children’'s Affairs
Sarwari Rahman. and country
representatives of the UNDP
and Unicef attended as special
invitees. Prol ZN Tahmida Be-
gum ol the Dhaka University
presented Lhe keynote paper.

Speaking on the occasion,
President Biswas said there Is
no allernative Lo joint endeav-
our ol men and women to en-
sure socio-economic develop-
ment of the country and im-
provement of the lot of the
COMIMONMAn.

He siressed the need for
speedy implementation of the
governmeni's multi-dimen-
slonal programmes for wo-
men's uplift.

Financxe Minister Saifur
Rabman said massive pro--

See !‘* 12 Col 4

DHAKA THURSDAY, MARCH 9,

|

1995

—— e e

PM leaves for

Copenhagen
today

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia leaves Dhaka for
Copenhagen today to attend
the UN sponsored World Sum-
mit on Social Development,
reports UNB.

The seven-day summit, first
of its kind, began in the Danish
capital on Monday. About 130
heads of state or government
are due to attend the confer-
ence,

Begum Zia will lead the
Bangladesh delegation that
will include Foreign Minister A
S M Mostafizur Rahman, State
Minister for Planning Dr A
Moyeen Khan, State Minister
for Social Welfare Fazlur
Rahman, Rosi Kabir MP and
Foreign Secretary Faroog
Sobhan.

The Prime Minister is

See Page 12 Col 8

(Chandrika Due
March 28

COLOMBO. March 8: Sri
Lankan president Chandrika
Bandaranzike Kumaratunga will
visit India and Bangladesh later
this month, Foreign Minister
Lakshman Kadirgamar told re-
porters today, reports Reuter.

He said the president will
visit India for five days from
March 24 and Bangladesh for
three days from March 28.

L

Zhirinovsky warns
. L) : :i

NEW DELHI. Mar B: Russian
ultra-nationalist Viadimir Zhi-
rinovsky warned Pakisian
today nol 1o provoke India and
said he would dispatch Russian
troops here in the event of
another Indo-Pakistani con-

lict. reports AFP,
"Indo-Pakistani conflict has

been artificially heated up, and

il Pakistan knows the stand of
Russia then it will behave in

such a manner that a confliet

will not occur.” he said.

"If India has a broad-based
agreement with Russia and
asks for such help then we
would send troops against Pak-
istan.” he added.

As an opposition parliamen-
tarian, Zhirinovsky is in no po-
sition to order Russian troops
anywhere. But he is Izmwn to
have presidential ambitions.

Zhirinovsky also reiterated
a controversial suggestion that
India should annex Pakistan
and Bangladesh, saying that
“artificial boundaries” led to
regional conflicts.

"We are against the division
of any country as it leads to
bloodshed,” Zhirinovsky told
reporters al a news conference
marking the end of his thrr:t—
clav visii
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Foreign investors
urge withdrawal

of 1

ock-in period

Star Report

Five leading [foreign in-
vestors, all having a substantial
presence in Lhe domestic
share market, have requested
the government to reconsider
the lock-in period of one year
on private placements and al-
lotment of securities and cau-.
tioned that it might discourage
foreign investments in domes-
tic securities.

In a recent joint letter ad-
dressed to the Finance Secre-
tary. the Investment and Ban-
king Secretary and to the
Chairman of the Securities and
Exchange Commission, the
Hong Kong-based representa-
tives ol the five foreign in-
vestors (Fls) reacted strongly
against some of the recent
regulatory changes initiated by
the SEC.

“For the sake of the smooth
development of Bangladesh's
capital market, we would be
very appreciative if you recon-
sider the lock-in period of one
year on private placements and
allotment of securities, as the
success of the (Dhaka) stock
exchange last year owes much
to Bangladesh's commitment

to liberalisation.”
ter,

While acknowledging that
setting up rules to enable a
smooth development of the lo-
cal capital markets is vital for
the Dhaka Stock Exchange
[DSE), it., however, feared that
the one year lock-in period
would discourage Fls from in-
vesting in Bangladesh.

"Bangladesh is competing
worldwide for funds which are
becoming more and more wary
of emerging markets. It should
use all the weapons it has to
remain attractive, "the letter
added.

Written on February 28
from Hong Kong. the reactive
letter was co-signed by Ayaz
Ebrahim, Manager of the Ba-
ngladesh Fund, Charles Lans-
ford, Fund Manager of the
Moghul Fund, Marianne Page,
Managing Director for the sub-
continent of Smith New Court,
Niall Scheiner, Regional Re-
search Director of UBS Securi-
ties East Asia. and G Lejoinder,
Chief Operating Officer of Wi
Carr Indoseuz.

See Page 12 Col 1

said the let-

EC begins work on
database ID cards

By Krishna P Roy

The Eleclion Commission
[EC) has begun work on the
introduction of an electorate
database management sysiem
as part of its plan to issue
identity (I} cards to nearly 60
million voters in the country.

The Ministry of Establish-
meiil has se far appointed
some 60 eleciion officers at
Lthe thana level where Lhe post
of Thana Election Officer
(TEQ] has been created re-
cently.

"We have begun the project,
The work will be geared up as
soon as the Establishment
Ministry can man all the thana
election offices.” said an offi-
cial ol the EC.

Every Lhana office would
have three permanent staff un-
der whom temporary data co-
llectors and supervisors would
work. the EC official said.

The EC has also asked the
Karnaphuli Paper Mills to
supply paper for the prepara-
tion of forms to collect data ol
the voters throughout the
country. sources said.

Forms. in triplicate. would
filled up containing infor-

mation about every voier which
would be kept at the Thana
Election Office. the Disirict
Election Office and the Elec-
tion Commission.

The data collectors and
their supervisors would be ap-
pointed from among the local
people who could easily iden-
tify the voters ol their respec-
live areas.

These personnel would also
be trained so that they can do
their job of enumeration and
registration efficiently, said
another EC official who at-
lended a computer training
course at the Asian Institute of
Technology (AIT) in Bangkok
last month,

After collection of data
aboul individual voters, a se.
lected computer company wo-
uld be given charge of the
introduction of database and
preparation of laminated 1D
cards, he said. All information
would also be preserved in a
central computer network.

The EC also recently invited
the computer companies and
traders ol software to enlist

See Page 12 Col 7
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Awami

chief Sheikh Hasina was accorded a warm reception at Rajshahi airport
yesterday when she arrived to attend the Divisional AL workers' conference.

— Star photo

Land degradation costs seven
S Asian states $10b a yr

Severe and spreading land
degradation loday costs seven
countries ol South Asia a siag-
gering 10 billion US dollars
yearly — roughly 7 per cent of
|heir total agricultural output,
says a report prepared by FAO
received in Dhaka yesterday.

"The impact is greatest on
the poor.” says the Foed and
Agriculture Organisation (FAD)
in its latest study on severity.
causes and impact of land
degradation. And the damage
1= still spreading.

The United Nations Envir-
onment Programme (UNEP)
and United Nations Develop
men! Programme (UNDP) col-
laborated in the study.
covering 321 million hectares
of agricultural land supporting

over | .2 billion people

FAO's Anthony Young and
Frank Dent note: "A total of 43
per cenl of agricultural land of
the region is allected by some
Lime and degree of degrada-
thon

They document startling
perceniages of damage in vital
agricultural land that underpin
food production: Afghanistan
(33pc). Bangladesh (75pe);
Bhutan (10pc). India (25pc):
iran (94pc): Nepal (26 po):
Pakistan (61pc): and Sri Lanka
i44pc)

The UN study pinpeints five
areas with the most severe
damage: (1) the cultivated
Himalayan beill. stretching
through Northern India and
Nepai: (2] western Ghats of

,and water erosion in

the Indian Deccan; (3) high-

- land watersheds of Sri Lanka:

(4) semi-deseri areas of Iran.
Alghanistan and the Thar
desert of India; (5) parts of the
Indo-Gangetic plains of
Pakistan and India.

Other ecological disasters
loom ahead Most threatening
is the “severe deforestation
the
mountain and hill areas of
Nepal." the report adds.

Alluvial plains and basin ar-
cas of 'dry aone countries —
Alghanistan. lran. Pakistan and
india s western region — are
waleriogged. Waler tables have
dropped sharply. Salt is seep-
ing into aguifers.

Rainfed and deforesied land

See Page 12 Col 8

Princes Anne
visits SCF
projects

KHULNA. March 8: Princess
Anne. the visiting Princess of
Britain. had another field day
here today as she inspected a
number of humanitarian pro-
jects run by the Save the
Children Fund (SCF), reports

In Khuina, which she last

| UNB.

I visited in 1984, the Princess

saw a slum at Sheikhpara
where the SCF runs a children
weifare project.

As she arrived at the slum,

she was greeted by Tayebur
Rahman, the city Mayor. who
presented her with a bunch of
tuberrose

At the Sheikhpara slum, the
SCF has been providing very
basic health services to mother

See Page 12 Col 6

| Narayangan)

Fertiliser worth Tk 1 cr

seized at N'gany)

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ Mar B8:

Some 1214 tons ol urea fer-
tiliser worth about Taka one
crore have been seized (rom

four barges anchored at Nara-
yanganj river port tonight

Acting on a tip, River Tral-
fic police led by magistrate
Abdul Malek raided four barges
namely. MV Jharna, MV Ma-
sud. MV Shimaand, MV Nehar
on river Shitalakkya at 7:30
pm today and seized the fer-
tiliser. which were reportedly
being unloaded illegally

The consignmen! of urea
was being unloaded in the
name ol Zakaria Traders, Noa
para, Jessore Selim Traders,
and Shaheed
Traders. Manikgani

Smelling police presence
crew of two barges fled their
vessels. The crew of the other
two barges were being interro-
gated when lasi report came in
tonight.

Urea was loaded on MV
Jharna and MV Masud in Chit
tagong while it was loaded on
other two barges at Ghorasal.

Deputy Commissioners ol
{he districts have been as
signed (o distribute urea amo
ng larmers and no middlemen

r “traders are allowed to
transier or stock the fertiliser

LINB fromn Jamalpur adds,
Svieral hundred farmers
loday staged a demons
tratton in front of DC office o

See Page 12 Col 7
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Looking Back at

March towards
Independence

On this day in 1971,
Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan
Bhashani addressed a public
meeting at Paltan Maidan and
stated that the majority party
alone was authorised to {rame
a country's constitution in a
demecracy. Black flags were
hoisted atop private houses
and educational institutions in
response Lo a call given by
Sheikh Mujib for protesting
again firing on unarmed civil-
ians. A number of exemptions
and claritications, pertaining
lo the directive of Sheikh
Mujiby to continue the non-vio-
lent, non cooperation move-
ment. were issued hy Tajuddin
Ahimad.
(More on page 4)

400 houses gutted
in Ctg in 2 days

CHITTAGONG. Mar 8: More
than 400 houses 1nd three
shops were burnt in fire in the
district in the last (wo days,
reports UNB.

Fire service estimated that
the loss in the fire incidents
could run up to Tk 25 lakh.
There was no human casualty.

The first incident occurred
in the slum adjacent io
Jhautala Bazar at 12:18 pm on
Tuesday. The fire was brought
uiider conirol by firefighters.
The fire, uriginatmg from an
electric short circuit’ burnt to-

tally or partially some 140
shanties.
Anolher blaze at the

Majhirhat Stand Road at 5:15
anl today (Wednesday) dam-
aged miore than 200 huts, The
pre-dawn lire was doused by
the fire men at 5:35 am. |
Fire also broke ogut at the
residence of Ramjan Al
Choudbury - at Munia Pukurpar
in Hathazari thana at 10:00 armn
loday. Loral people lamed (hie
fire after it burnt 60 pucca and

kutcha houses fully or par-
tially.
Another fire burnt 120

kutcha houses adjacent to .Jalil
Textile Mills at Fouzdarhat.

Bangladeshis beat
up Indonesians for
impersonating
Malaysian cops

KUALA LUMPIIR. Mar R: A
group ot workers liom
Bangladesh assaulled five In
donesians who impersonated
cops and tried o exiorf
money, police said Wednesday,
reports AP

Police Deputy Superinten
dent Syed Nadzari Syed Wazir
told repérters that five In-

donesians went to a construc-
tion site Tuesday and began
questioning the Bangladeshis.

The Indonesians pulled
knives when the Bangladeshis
refused o hand over money or
valuables. The Indonesians
could not produce police
identity cards said Syed
Nadlran

The Bangladeshis then re
taliated and beat up their tor

See Page 12 Col 3

Atta on sale in
packets at fair
price 1n City

The government arranged
sale of atta in packets at {air
price in 84 markets of Mhaka
city from yesterday, according
to & Food Ministry press re
lease, reports BSS

This arrangement will con
tinue side by side with selling
ol rice and atta on rucks un
der open market sale {OM5).

The packel atta is heing
sold through a shop in each of
the markets in firsi phase and
the number ol shops will be
increased soon. Each packet
confains two kgs of atta and
its sale price of Tk 21 huas
been printed on it. Red '
ners inscribed with tixed s
have been hung in trona

shops. Buyers have bec
puested nol o pay  exee
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