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VELOPMENT

WOMEN AND DEVELOPMENT IN BANGLADESH

Sirajuddin Ahmed
Joint Secretary

Ministry ol Women and Children Affairs

The United Nations
declared 8th March as
International Women's
Day in 1984 to mark
the long history of
struggle of women for
their rights. On this
day in 1857, the women
workers of a needle
producing factory in
New: York, America,
raised their voice
against the inhuman

and dangerous environ- -

ment, unequal wage
and 12 ‘hour working
day of the factory. They
became united against
police and
formed a Union on the
8th March, 1860. In
the Second Internatio-

action

- nal Women's Confere-

nce held in Copen-

~ hagen, Denmark-on 8th

March, 1910, Clara
Jetkin, a women leader
of Germany gave a
clarion-call to the world
community to observe
the 8th March as
International Women's
Day every year,

The UN designated the
day in the yearly

calendar as Interna-’

tional Women's Day [or
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reviewing and apprai-
sing the implemen-
tation of women's

fights. The contributign
0f the United Nations

for the development of
women in every sphére

of their lives In
remarkable. In 1972,
the General Assembly
proclaimed 1975 as

International Women's

year to be devoted to
promote equality bet-

ween men and womén.

The First World Con-
ference on Women was
held in Mexico City
from 16 June to 2 July,
1975, which proclaimed

1976-1985 as the UN
Decade for Women. The

Secorid World Confe-
rence on Women was

 held “on® 24:29 July,

1980, in Copenhagen,
Denmark. The Third

World, Conference on

Womén was held on
15-26 July, 1985, in
Nairobi, Kenya which
adopted the Nairobi
Forward Looking

Strategies for the Ad-
vancement of Women-

Equality, - Development
and Peace. The Fourth
World Conference on
Women will be beld in

Beijing China, from

. 30th August to 15th
_ Septem-ber, 1995 and

will adopt a platform of

action for the Third UN +

Decade 1995-2005.
On this International

Women's Day, Bangla-
desh will review the
progress so far made in
Wamen in Devi:lupment
and will take further
actions for advance-
_ment of Women, '

Women constitute 48.5
percent of the total
population of Bangla-
desh. According to the
Census Report of 1991
the population of the
country was 111.4
million the ratio of male
to . female Dbeing
106:100. The number
of women were less by 3
million than meR.
Majority of them are
poor, illiterate and
under-previledged. The
material and child
mortality rates are very
high. Their life expec-
tancy is less than that
of men. They have
limited access to eco-

nomic activities.
During the liberation
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war of B‘angladesh in
1971, women were the -
worst victims. After in-
dependence the primary
concern of the govern-
ment was the rehabili-

tation of the war
affected wom en and
children. The Consti-

tution of 1972 guran-’

tees equal rights for

men and women. Legal

reforms have been made
to tmprove their status.
In 1976, the govern-
ment created Bangla®

- desh National Women
Organization, [Bangla-

desh Jatiya Mahila
Sangstha (BJMS)] and
Women Affairs Divi-
sion in the President's
Secretariat,

The Ministry of Women
was created in 1978
with the respbnsibility
of making policies and
planning for the
advapcement of women
in Bangladesh. The
Ministry was redesig-
nated as Ministry of
Women and Children
Affairs in 1994. In
1984, the Department
of Women's Affairs was
established for imple-
menting the progra-
mmes and projects of
the Ministry of Women
Affairs.

During the last two
decades women's invol-
vement
process has achieved a
spectacular rise in
Bangladesh. Women
are increasingly partici-
pating in politics and at

present they are at the

top of leadership role.
Both the lradcrg_ of the
parliament and the
opposition are women,
Female participation in
national level elections
in .recent years has

- been remarkable. The
reserved .seats for
women in the

parliament was 15 in
1973%nd it was raised
to 30 in 1979, They
occupy 10.6 percent of
the total membership in
the parliament at
prrse{pt.
secure a minimum re-
presentation of women
members in the Union
Parishad, Municipali

ties and City Corpora-
tion both direct and
indirect election is
followed. Number of re-
served seats for women
in the City Corporation
is 20 percent and three
seats of members in the
Union parishad and
Municipglity are kept
reserved for women.

In order to increase the

In order to

for the
" development of women.

in political
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tted posts in - the
government offices and
equivalent posts in the
autonomous bodies are
reserved for women. In.
1987, women constitu-
ted 4 percent gazetted
See page 2

participation of women
in Public administra-
tion. the government
introduced a quota
system for women.
Under the arrangement,
10 percent gazetted and
15 percent non-gaze-




