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Queen may visit N Ireland: ¢....

Elizabeth Il is expected (o visit Northern Ireland on Thursday
— her first visit since the paramilitary ceasefires of
September and October last vear — sources said Monday. AFP
reports from Belfast :
Buckingham palace did not confirm the reports, but for
security reasons, royal visits to the province are never an-
nounced in advance. It has been widely reported in Belfast
that the Queen, who last visited Northern Ireland in 1993

will officially open a new bridge across the River Lagan in
Bellasi

Kumaratunga seeks women's helP:
ori Lankan FPrestdent Chandrika Kumaratunga Tuesday
appealed for women to back her government's bid to usher in
democratic freedom and peace. AFP reports from Colombo.
The President asked for "unstinted support, particularly
women, mothers and sisters” for her People's Alliance (PA)

government. in a special message ahead of International
Women's day on Wednesday.

One killed in Yemen blast: 1o

woman was killed and 44 people injured in an accidental
explosion at a’ dynamite store in Hodaida in western Yemen
on Monday. the Interior Ministry said, AFP reports from
Sanaa.

The blast in the Red Sea Port. 270 kilometres. (168 miles)

wesio ol Sanaa. was caused by the ";HHH’ storage” of a large
Mgt sl divrnite. o ininistry spokesman said. Honpes and
Hidu Cdlations were dinpaged in the explosion he

34 die in Indonesian mishaps:

Thiviy towr peophe were Killed aawd tens ol others injured in
lour trallic acadents i the northern Sumatra province of
Aceh on Sunday, the Antara news agency said Tuesday, AFP
reports:ffom Jakarta.

The highest toll occurred as a minibus carrying 24 people
collided with a truck in Pangsa. killing 20 people and injur-
ing six others. An open-back pickup truck rammed into a
sedan in Matapg Meuheun later the same day, killing nine
people while two other separate incidents in eastern and
northern Aceh killed another five people.

- - L ]
New Polish govt sworn in: roinds
new leftwing governmenf headed by former communist Jozef
. Oleksy was sworn in Monday by President Lech Walesa, the
presidential press office announced, AFP reports from
Warsaw,
In a ceremony that signalled the end of -a more than
moith-long institutional crisis, Walesa called on Oleksy o
* "govern rather than appear to make reforms' — a thinly-veiled
relerence Lo Oleksy's predecessor, Waldemar Pawlak.

3 miners killed in S Africa: mre

miners were Killed and 26 were injured in clashes at a South
African gold mine hostel in- Carletonville, east of
Johannesburg, early Tuesday. a spokeswoman for Delkraal
gold mining company said. AFP reports from Johannesburg.

Manageinent was (rving to bring 1,700 miners to the sur-
face alter receiving reports of clashes underground this
g, she added.

}fietnam-Singapore defence ties:

and Singapore established bilateral defence ties
yesterday during an official visil to Singapore by Vietnam's
Detence Minisier General Doan Khue, Reuter reports from
Singapore. ,

Khue was Lhe first Vietnamese defence minister to tour
the city state. “The visit by General Khue Heralds the estab-
lislunent of bilateral defence ties between Vietnam and Sin-
gapore.” the Singapore Ministry of Defence said in a state-
iuent

Iraq blames US for clashes: i s

resh clashes have erupted with a Kurdish faction in the north
arnd blamed the United States for instigating the fighting, AP
reports from Nicosia.

It was the first time Iraq has confirmed it had been fight-
ing in the' Kurdish enclave, established after the 1991 Gulf
War (o proutect the Kurds [rom Iragi leaders Saddam Hussein.

Thatcher passes on award: rormer
British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher will pass on an
award.lrom a Jesuit College which sparked protests from -
priests in northern Ireland and Irish Americans, officials said
Monday. AFP reports from Massachusetts.

Boston College had planned to bestow the Ignatius Medal,
its highest honour, at a May 5 dinner but Thatcher told the
school she would not attend. college spokesman Douglas
Whiting said

- L .
Policeman executed in Vietnam:
A policeman whose murder trial drew crowds angry at police
uabuses has exhausted all his appeals and been execuled. an

edlicid  newspaper said. AP reports from Hanot
Fownwr police L. Nguyen Tung Duong. 37. was led belore

dohirmg s Siwday morning after a final meeting with his
=il the newspaper Hanol Maoi (New Hanol)

Lot

US President Bill Clinton speaks to a group of veterans at
their annual midwinter conference in Washington DC on
Monday. Clinton promised to intensify efforts to help thou-
sands of Persian Gulf War veterans who are suffering
from unexplained illnesses and said the administration
will spend 13 million dollar to fund new research to find a
possible cuuse for the ailments. — AFP/UNB photo

23 killed in

Murtaza Bhutto to lea_d rival fac;tior_l_

International

PPP faces split Mar 15

KARACHI, Mur 7 Murtaza
Bhutto., estranged broiher of

Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto,

says he plans Lo launch a rival
political movement on March
15. reports AP,

Benazir's government has
‘pushed the country to the
verge of economic collapse,”
Murtaza Bhutto said Monday
evening. "The sooner the gm':
ernment is ousted, the better
for the country.”

Murtaza Bhutto, 41, faces a
host of legal problems and has
inspired only limited political
support since his 1993 returnp
from 16 vears in exile. Most
observers see him as a nui-
sance. but not a serious threat
to Benazir's ruling Pakistan
People's Party.

Murtaza Bhutto said that on

March |15 Le would formally
Livinwehy o rival breakawavy [ac-
Clon ol the eaple’s Party, a
e & -

group lounded by the Benazir's
father. the late Zulfikar Alj
Bhutto.

1 don't recognize the party
led by Beriazir." Murtaza Bhutto
said. "The party leadership has
been usurped by a colerie of
thieves and opportunists.”

The personal and political
feud between the siblings has
been going on for years. Both
see themselves as the natural
successor ta their father, a
former prime ministier over-
thrown in a 1977 coup and
hanged twn vears later.

Murtaza Bhuflto faces nu-
merous criminal charges in a
lengthy case slowly working its
way through the courts. He is
accused of masterminding a
1981 hijacking of a Pakistani
airliner and —other "anti-na-
Lional activities.” He is cur-
rentlv Iree on bail.

Reuter adds from Lahore:
Gunmen killed a leader of a
militant Shi'ite Muslim organi-
sation in the Pakistani city of
Lahore Tuesday, police said.

They said gunmen on two
molorcycles shot Mohammad
Ali Nagvi. a member of the
supreme council of Tehrik-i-
Jafria Pakistan (TJP), in his
car, killing him instantly.

Alter the killing, TJP sup-
porters staged angry protests
on the main Multan road in
central Lahore, burning tyres,
throwing stones and shooting
in the air, witnesses said.

There was no Immediate
claim of responsibility.

The TJP has been locked in
a vendetta with the rival mili-
tant Sunni Muslim Sipah-i-Sa-
haba organisation in which

scores of people have been I

killed in recent months.

NY restores
death penalty

ALBANY, New York, Mar 7:
New York joined 37 other
states today in restoring capi-
tal punishment after both
branches of the state legisla-
ture voted to pass a death
penalty bill, reports Reuter.

Crossing party lines, both
Democrats and Republicans in
the senate late on Monday
night voted 38 in favour of the

"measure and 19 against while

early today afier lengthy de-
"bate, the state legislature's
lower house, the assembly,
voted 94 to 52 in favour.

New York Governor George
Pataki, a Republican who was
elected last November after
campaigning to restore the
death penalty, said he plans to
sign the bill once it was passed
by the legislature.

His democratic predeces-
sors — governor's Mario Cuomao
and Hugh Carey — vetoed
death penalty bills which- were
passéd by both houses of the
legislature each of the past 18

years.

Troop= loyval o Alghan President Burhanhuddin Rabbani ﬁr a BM-12 rocket launcher at rival

Shiite Hezb-i-Islami positions in southwest Kabul on Monday.

— AFP/UNB photo

1
Rabbani's forces
clash with
Taliban

ISLAMABAD. Mar 7: Forces
allied with Alghan President
Burhanuddin Rabbani have
clashed in the southwestern
province of Farah with Taliban,
A4 militia launched by religious
students, both sides confirmed
today.

Abdul Rehman, a Taliban
spokesman, said an attack was
launched Monday by comman-
der Ismail Khan. a Rabbani ally,
but was repelled with the loss
of a jet, downed by Taliban
anti-afrcraft fire. ‘

"The attacking troops In
Dila Ram were pushed back,”
Rehman told AFFP by telephone
from his base in the north-
western Pakistani city, Pesh-
war, .
Earlier Masood Khalili. Rab-
bani's special envey in Islam-
abad. said Taliban troops were
repulsed atter skfrmishes,

'stripped and paraded by en

Isra

Ciiinlerpan

DPRK warns N-deal with
US may collapse

SEOLUL Mar 7 Northh Ko-
req wartsed todiey that o nu
clear deal withh the United

States winild collapse unless
Washingion drops plans to
given it South Korean made
reactors. reports AP,

The warning by the North's
Foreign Ministry came two
days before a US-led interna-
tional consortium was to be in-
augurated (o underwrite the
accord. Japan's Cabinet de-
cided formally today to sign an
agreement with the United
Siates and South Korea .setting
up the consortium.

The agreement Lo form the
Korean Peninsula Energy De-

velopment Organisation will
insist that the two 1.000-
megawatt light-waier reactors
be “~South Korean-type.”
Japanese Foreign Ministry
spokesman Terusuke Terada
sail
[t o ey ol the dlradi
ATy RIS RN T cheasedl by the
bl ioauasly 1oy

"reactors ol the Korean  stan-
thard noclear planmt model ™ a
possible attempt 1o reduce ob-
jections from North Kore:

North Korea refuses to ac
cept the reactors from its
southern capitalist rival, argu
ing they are unsafe. Experts
say the real reason is pride.

"Even if the DPRK ([(North
Koreal-US agreed framework
collapsed. we would have noth-
ing to lose or fear,” the
North's official Korean Central
News Agency quoted an un-
named Foreign Ministry
spokesman as saying.

The two modem light-wa-
ter reactors, worth about 4 bil
lion dollars. are a key part of
the October 21 deal, in which
the North agreed to freeze and
eventually dismantle its Soviet-
developed nuclear programme,
suspected of being used to de
velop atomic bombs

The North is also assired of
substitiite tocl and nnproved
o ARTERRYF TN BT o lations

witl »

Washington. Under the deal,
i reackon contract should be
signed by Apnl 21, although
US olliciads have called that a
targetl cate. nul a deadline.

The North's Foreign Min-
istry  spokesinan said his
country was increasingly
doubtful if the reactor contract
would be signed as scheduled
because of Washington's insis-
tence on South Korean reac-
tors.

“In fact. we ecannot bul
doubt il an agreement on the
provision of light-water reac-
tors can be concluded by April

21 ... and this updermines our
hope for light-water reactors
with the passage of time,” the
spokesman said.

“Whether an agreement on
the provision of light-water
reactors is signed by April 21
or not is the key point decisive
ol the destiny of the DPRK-US
dgreed Iramework.”

AMMAN, Mar 7: Israel today
opened ils first talks with the
Arabs on the fate of Palestini-
ans displaced in the 1987
Middle Fast war when it cap
tured the West Bank and Gaza.
reporis AFP

~Jordan s Foreign Minister
Abdel Karim Kabariti said the
alm ol the Arab parties was o
st up "'mechanisms 1o guaran-
lee the return of the dis
placed” rather than discuss
Lhetr right of return.

The principle itself has al-
ready been accepted in the
Sepigmber 1993 Israeli-PLO
autonomy accord as well as lasi

Oclober peace treaty between
Jordan and |srael

he told AFP,
nis Egyptian
agreed on arrival
in the Jordanian capital that

Anir Mussa

el opens talks with Arabs

“the right of return of Lhe
Palestinians displaced in 1967
is mot up for discussior."

Israeli Foreign Minister
Shimon Peres and PLO chief
autonomy negotiator Nabil
Shaath were also taking part in
Lthe one-day meetling, at the
end of which all four officials
were (o meel King Hussein of
Jordan,

Under the terms of the au-
tonomy accord, a committee is
Lo be set up to study the means
of return of Palestinians dis-
placed by the 1967 war

Shaath said on Monday that
Egvpt. Jordan and the Pales-
tinians had drawn up a work-

« ing paper for Amman setting

oul criteria and priorities for
the return of the displaced.

But an Israeli Foreign Min-
istry spokesman cautioned:
"It's only a first meeting, it's
not going to solve the prob
lem.” "

PLO leader Yasser Arafat's
self-rule authority says the dis-
placed number almost 1.5 mil-
lion with their dependents,
mostly living in Jordan.

The United Nations said
350.000 Palestinians were
displaced by the war, while Is-
rael says the number is be-
tween 150,000 and 200,000,

The term "refugee” applies
to Palestinians who fled the |
areas where the state of |srael
was proclaimed in 1948, while
"displaced” refers to those who
came from Lhe areas occupied
in 1967, !

ROK opposition
continues to
hold speaker

SEOUL, Mar 7: South Ko-
rea’s main opposition party
sald today it would continue to
hold the parliament Speaker
and his deputy in their homes
until next week to stop the
ruling party from revising elec-
tions laws, reports Reuter.

A spokesman for the Demo-
cratic Party (DP) said a group
of party members had taken
over from colleagues who oc-
cupied the homes of National
Assembly Speaker Hwang Nak-
Joo and his deputy. Lee Han-
Dong. to prevent the pair from
attending legislative sessions.

“If nece . we will stay
at their houses until March 15
to block the Democratic Lib-
eral Party from railroading the
bill through the assembly.” the
spokesman said.

A spokesman for the ruling
Democratic Liberal Party (DLP)
said party mémmbers would take
legal countermeasures against
what it called the "kidna-
pping,” of another pair of its
lawmakers.

Warlords agree
to reopen
Mogadishu airport

MOGADISHU. Mar 7; So-
malia's two main warlords have
agreed to reopen and jointly
operate Mogadishu's port and
airport. perhaps as early as
this week, reports AP,

A north Mogadishu radio
station supporting All Mahdi
Mohamed sald Monday that he
and his chief rival, Gen Mo-
hamed Farrah Aideed. made
the agreement after recogniz-
ing the need to allow the un-
loading of ships now waliting
Loffshore with cargos belonging

10 Somall (raders.
A member of the faction
leaders’ joint port authority,

speaking on condition of
anonymity. said the port
woiild reopen Thursday

by Sarah Phillips

Chinese bus
accident

BEILJING, Mar 7: A tourist
bus on an excursion te the
easiern city of Hangzhou has
careened off a bridge and Into
a river, killing 23 of 50 pas-
sengers, an report said
tloday, reports AP.

The newspaper China
Daily. quoting a local report,
said authorities were investi-
gating the cause of the acci-
dent, which occurred near
Jiaxing City, about 120 kilo-
meters (75 miles) southwest of
the port city of Shanghai.

Meanwhile, three men
have been arrested and three
top officials punished in ton-
nection with.a bridge collapse
on October | that killed 38
people at a tourist site near
the southern city of Canton.

Most of the 38 who
died are believed to have
drowned in the lake.

_atled peace

COLOMBO. Mar 7: The
prospecis for peace in Sri
Lanka dimmmed further on
Monday as president Chan-
drika Kumaratunga announced
that the Tamil Tiger guerillas
had rejected foreign mediation
to end their protracted ethnic
war. reports AFP

Officials sources said
French mediation had been
envisaged by Kumaratunga but
her negotiating paruner. the
separatist Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam (LTTE). shot
down the offer

Kumaratunga. in a seven-
page statement. did not name
the foreign government but

' sald LTTE supremo Velupillai

Prabhakaran failed to set defi-
nite dates for political talks
after calling for direct talks
without foreign mediation.
The president who iniu-
talks with the
LTTE after coming to power in

August. accused Tiger guerillas
ol slowing down the peace
processe The tgers are the
dominant Tamil separatist
group in Sri1 Lanka

She said the offer of foreign
intermediaries was made after
the LTTE f(ailed 10 agree to di
rect face-1o-face substantive
talks in the past three months
although both sides met three
times Lo talk about day-to-day
ECOnNOMIc issues

The president said the
LTTE was respunsible lor the
stalemate and urged Prabha
karan w0 do his part in "order
Lo make lasting peace a
reality ~ She said the govern
ment was committed o resolv-
ing the conflict as the Tamil
peopie wanted peace

The LTTE s claim that the
government has refused to a
cept their proposal to start
peace talks is [actually incor-
rect.” Kumaratunga said in re

| Prospects foereace dim as Tamils rej

spoiise (o & strongly worded
two-page letter by Prabhakaran
last week

AF adds: Sinniah Selvaraj
sal on the dusty floor of his
thatched hut this weekend,
ignoring the noisy celebrations
reopening Lhis village that
once was a training camp for
Tamil guerillas

It was supposed to mark a
turning point of sorts. signify-
ing the pacification ol eastern
Srl Lanka and a return of nor-

mality after 11 wvears of civil
War
Selvaral s skepticism was

understandable. He had been
through this procedure before

He and his (amily fled their
original viliage in |984 and
Hved in a refugee camp for
three years When the govern-
ment and the rebels reached a
truce in 1987, they were re-
settied here, near the port city
of Trincomalee Fighting re-

sumed in 1990, and they fled
again (o another refugee camp

Now, they are one of 187
families the government has
brought to Kappalthurai, re
built after a ceasefire went into
effect on January 8. |t was re-
opened by President Chan-
drika Kumaratunga Sunday,
accompanied by fanfare and
the chanted blessings of
Buddhist monks.

1 have faith in this govern-
meni that peace talks will suc
ceed. and we won't have to flee
our homes again." said
Selvaraj. 43. who has five chil-
dren

But he appeared doubtful.
‘Our daughter Selvarani has
spent eight of her 12 years in
refugee camps.” sald his wife

Kairaly. ;
Tamil Tiger guerillas.
fighting for a Tamil homeland

in this predominantly Sinha-
lese country, had turned the

village into a training camp
until the army drove them out
in 1891,

The Tigers still control the
jungles of northern Sri Lanka
the Jaffna Peninsula. but the
military has reasserted control
over most of the eastern front.

About 34,000 peaple have
been killed in the war, which
the Tamils claim was meant to
fight against discrimination by
the Sinhalese

Selvara] was given Rs. 7.000
(143 dollar) to rebuild his mud
hut, and one acre, on which he
already has started growing
vegetables and spices.

In this Indian Ocean island
of 17 milllon people, 524,000
live in 490 refugee camps
scattered throughout the
northeast and with friends and
relatives. Another 104,000 are
in camps in south India.

Tens of thousands more
have sought political asylum in
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Off the Record

Urine cures cancer

NEW DELHI. An Indian doector said patients who drink
Lheir'own 'urine as part of special therapy can cure them-
selves of diseases ranging from the common cold to cancer.
United News of India {UNI) reported Monday, sayvs Reuter.

G K Thakkas, director of the Water of Life Foundation in
Bombay. told the news agency his therapy combined a strict
diet with fasting. . |

"It not only purifies the systern but also regenerates and
builds up old worn-out tissues.” Thakkar said of urine, ac-
cording to UNI. ' :

“That is why.it is effective in the de-aging process and in
cancer 1(00.”.

Thakkar's therapy, called auto-urine treatment, has re-
ceived increased attention following the 99th birthday last
week of former prime minister Morarfi Desai. who advocates
the method. :

Thakkar said auto urine treatment cures illnesses by
detoxifying the ,body. He-said uPine contains urea sodium,
polassium caleium and other vitamin enzymes and hormones.

Dr A § Paintal, former director general of the Indian
Council of Medical Research, said the treatment could Ye-
lieve certain symptoms and boost a patient's morale. “I do
not debunk aulo urine therapy,” he said. . .

"It is a' conlidence-building method. It is one of the good
devites which does not do any harm whatsoever,” he said.

Thakkar said newcomeérs to his therapy can add water,
sugar or honey to improve the taste of fresh urine, which can
‘also be used to treat skin diseases.

“Like old wine, old urine is precious for rubbing and mas-
sage but not for drinking,” Thakkar was quoted as saying.

One ol the functions 1o be organised next year to mark
Desai's centenary will be a world conference on urine therapy
it the southern state of Goa: . . _

... to stop worship in the nude

BANGALORE: police were deployed in a south Indian
village on Monday to stop Hindus from taking part in a
centuries-old festival requiring them to walk in the nude,
following protests by reformers. '

“"We have made all arrangements to stop pilgrims from
offering worship in the nude. We do not foresee any law and
order problems.” Karnataka state police chief R. Ramalingam
told AFP in Bangalore, the provincial capital.

Ramalingam said policemen had been sent to
Chandragutti village, some 400 kilometres (250 miles)’
from here to prevent pilgrims from going on a four kilometre
naked trek during the week-long festival.

Tens of thousands of devetees traditiopally took a holy
bath in a sacred river near the village and walked to a nearby
temple in the nude to récreate -the naked flight of a holy
man's wife who was suspected of infidelity. : '

- The Karnataka government banned the festival following
widespread protlest By an organisation of low-caste Hindus
who said the ritual was barbaric and indecent.

Clashes betwéen the reformers and devotees made
national headlinés in 1986 when ten policernen were forcibly
raged Hindus who resented efforts
to stop them from disrobing for the festival. -

Trouble with fingerbowls

LONDON: Another shocking secret of the royal family:
Prince Philip has trouble with fingerbowls, reports AP. -
Former footman Norman Barson teld the Toda
newspaper aboul one night in 1948 when the prince was
about to’eal loganberries and raspberries at the end of meal.
He lovked at the fingerbowl and instead of dipping his
fingers in it and drying them on his napkin, he reached
torward, put it on top of his plate and said. “Norman, there's
waler in this.” Barson said in Monday's editions. '
A1 telt o right idiot but | emptied it. Then. rather than let
i scrve hin, he took the bowl and poured the lot into this
ez o] and woppedfup with crean.” he said.
Elizabeth looked away. Barson sdid:

US First Lady Hillary Clinton donates the dress she wore
to the 1993 inaugural balls to the First Ladies Collection at
the Smithsonian’s National Museum of American History
on Monday in Washington DC. The gown includes a violet,
beaded lace sheath overskirt and full-length coat, designed

— AFP/UNB photo

ect foreign mediation

countries fromm Switzerland to
the US

The government has-begun
work on 23 other villages in
the Trincomalee district,
building schools and roads and
giving thousands of refugees
land 'and money to rebuild
homes

But peace talks that began
last October are stalled, and
each side is accusing the other
of delays and insincerity.

Deputy Defence Minister
Anuruddha Ratwatte, visiting
military camps in the north-
east over the weekend, asked
tsoops to be. prepared for

more warfare I the talks
brealkdown
But will villages like

Kappalthurai survive if negotia-
tions collapse

‘It that happens, we'll be
back in the refugee camp
again,” said Selvaraj

Ship with French
N-waste enters
Brazilian waters

RIO DE JANEIRO, Mar 7:
The British Cargo-ship Pacific
Pintail loaded with French
nuclear waste and headed to

Japan entered Brazilian waters
on Monday despite Brasilia's
opposition, an environmental
group sald Monday, reports
AFP.

The Pacific Pintail left the
French port of Cherbourg on
February 23, followed by the
environmental group (Green-

peace's boat Solo,

The crew aboard the Solo
reported on Monday that the
Pacific Pintail passed within
70 kilometers (45 miles) of
the Brazilian islands Penedos
De Sao Pedro and Sao Paulo,
which are 865 kilometers
(540 miles) north of Natal in
northeastern Brazil.



