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8 more kill&d ill Kﬂ.ﬂhmir:lndl:m arnmw

anel paanulitary troops killed seven Muslim militants in a gun
Lattle on Saturday in the troubled Himalayan state ol Kashmir,
security sources said in Kashmird winter capital. AFP reports

froan Jammnni.
An arnny ollicer

also died in the battle in the district of

Doda. about 200 kilometres (120 miles) east of Jammu, after
security forces launched an operation against Muslim gueril-

las. the sources said

7 ShOt dead ill Si“dh: SMH members of

the Ujjan tribe were shot dead by rival tribesmen in the
southern Pakistani provinee of Sindh, police said on Thursday
Reuler reports from Hyderabad, Pakistan.

ey said armegd men raided the village of Hayat Ujjan in
Khairpur district on Wednesday night, setting it on fire and
Vs shiooting at villagers as they ran out url'lh:tr homes.,

Major wins

liamentary

vote:

Embaltled British Prime Minister John Major narrowly won a
Vital parliamentary vote on Wednesday when ‘the House of
Comumons rejected an opposition atlempt to censure his
government over its European policy, chlcr reports from

London.

I"hL victory, by 319 votes Lo 314, vindicated Major's deci-
sion 'to- make the keynote speech of a six-hour debate in an
attempt to rally his beleaguered Conservative Party around an

agreed stance.

'

6 die in Kobe aMdents-Hhﬂﬂxmpk

hinve been killed and more than 100 injured in accidents
during the reconstruction of Kobe and surrounding areas
following a major earthquake six weeks ago, officials said on
Thiwrsday. AFP reports from Tokyo.

Five deaths were recorded in Hyogo prefecture, including

thw capital Kobe,

and another in neighbouring Osaka prefec-

ture. labour minisiry officials said.

Berlusconi faces fresh pro

o Fonmer

talian Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi confirmed in remarks
publistied on Saturday that he faced a fresh corruption
investigation but denied any wrongdoing, Reuter reports from

Houne.

"1 have been aware of the probe for a while now,” the me-
dia magnale was quoted as saying in La Republica newspaper.

Andreotti to be tried: rormer iatian Prime

Minister Giulio Andreotti, who was on Thursday ordered to
stand trial on mafia charges. said the judge's decision was
unjusht'ied Reuter reports from Rome.

"It s with sadness that | will face an unjultiﬂnd trial.
thought a mortilying two-year wait would have sufficed lﬂ

establish the truth.,” Italy's Agi

senalor as saying in his first reaction to the decision.

EXPIOEiOII kills 3 in “ﬂiﬂitamymﬂ

a bomb blew up a pipeline delivering natural

gas to Armenia,

an cxplosion in the same area killed three people Saturday,
authorities said, AP reports from Thilisi.

The pipeline. Armenia's only source of energy

. is the fre-

quent target ol bombings presumed to be related to Armenia's
seven-vear-old war with ‘Azerbaijan over the Nagorno-
Karabukh enclave. The explosion Friday, according to Arme-
nian ollicials, came only hours after workers had finished re-
pairing the damage from the previous hnmbing last month.
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v ends Japan visit: russian

inister Andrei Kozvrev ended a three-day visit to

dapan on Saturday withe no progress (o report in resolving a
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Cambodian dy air chief killed:
depon commander of Cambodia's air force was killed when a
light reconnaissance plane he was piloting clipped some

trees and crashed in central Cambodia. the government said
Sunday, AP reports from Phnom Penh.

Iinlormation Minister

leng Mouly said Ma] Gen Tes

Chianthan was killed Saturday while flying an halian-made P-
942 awrcraft with a colleague on a mission lw provide security

lor Co

Vrime Minister Prince Nordom Ranariddh.

Iran to defend Gulf islands: ...

Saturdeiv M would cktend with' all us gl three siralegic

Gult
reports from Tehlirau.

islands clamied v L

United Arab

Emiraites. AFP

Foreign Minister Ali Akbar Velavati said Saturday in a
stalement{ published by the government Daily Iran that

“Tehran would never give up lis vital inieresis and will never
rodipromise on its terriorial integrity.”

Zulus to return to

nationalists said on Sunday they would end
but continued to insist

parliamentary boycott.

nt: zi.
thejr
President

Nelson Mandela bring in international mediators to resolve a

dispute over regiona! autonomy.

South Africa.

AP reports from Ulundi

Some 3,000 delegates to a special Inkatha Freedom Party

conference a
February 21.

the resclution ending the boycptt begun
nkatha leader Mangosuthu Butheles. facing a

deadline this week for his members to return 1o the National
Assembly and Senaie or legally lose their seats had signalled
Saturday that the boycott was over.

Doctors in two
Delhi hospitals
go on strike

NEW DELHI. Mar §:
Services in the two biggest
state-run hospitals in the

Indian capilal were disrupted
loday by a doctors' strike that
ltas forced authorities Lo call in
specialists and consultants to
man emergency services. re-
poris AF

Nearly 600 junior doctors
who perform bulk of the work
al Saldarjung Hospital re
signed vesterday after authori-
ties rcfused w0 consider their
desniands for housing.

Al the All India Institute For
Medicul Sciences. mor® than
200 dociors continued Lheir
wtiike ihat began 21 days ago

Uhineze Premuer ba

I’t*llj;{ reads = work reporel at the
opening of the Eighth Nutional People’s Congress (NPC)
in the Great Hall of the Pe 'ople 1n Beijing on Sunday.

— AFP /UNB photo

International

China's NPC session opens(gyzmm Record

BEIJING, Mar 5: €Chinw's
Naliongl Peoples Cuongress
(NI*C') today opened 1ts annual
<vssion before 2,811 dele-

vules, with A hinese Premier Li
Peng giving his report on the
covernment's work over the
past year, reports AFP. :
NPC chalrman Qiao Shi Shi
olficially opened the proceed-

ings in the Greal Hall of The

People in eentral Beijing's
Tiananmen Square, aller
which the vasl gudience stood
lor the national anthem

President Jiang Zemin and
Chiira's senior parly and gov-
crimment leaders Hslened (o
l.i's report [rom their seats,
hehind the NPC presidium. on
the d.iis of the Rall's main audi-
toriunn. ' '

Wu Bangguo and Jiang
Chunyun. politburo members
who are expected (o be pro-
moted to vice premyiers during
the ‘session, sat in the row of
top leaders.

Tlie session. which is ex-
pected o last 14 days, is Lo
cxduine the government's

work over the past year, plans
lor the future and adopt a
number of laws. including leg-
islation governing the central
bank. education and the insur-
ince sector,

AP adds: when Premier Li
Peng told the legislaiure
Suriday that only 849 days
were left until Hong Kong re-
turned to Chinese rule, he got
one of the strongest rounds
applause of his speech.

. The return of Hong Kong is
a matter of national pride for
China. The Chinese govern-
meni earlier this year installed
a mammoth digital display

facing central Beijing's
Tiatmnmen Square to count
tlown the days and the seconds
until the turnover on Julv 1,
1997, '

Li barely mentioned Sino-
British relations, a reflection of
the fact that China has effec-
lively seized control from
Britain in preparing for 1997.

When Hong Kong Gov Chris
Patten went ahead with plans
last year for expanded voter
participation in Hong Kong's
last elections under British
rule, China made gooc on its
threat o establish a comimnittee
that elfectively functions as a
government-in-waiting unul
B2

Li praised the committee
and said preparation for the
new Hong Kong  government

"has begun on all fronits and
proceeds well.” Hong Kong

voters went o the polls
Sunday icr the territory’'s next-
to-last election, in which the
main pro-China party looks to
build on its-strong debul in
polls last September.

In a glaring omission, Li did
no!t mention the United Stales
in his 100-minute address to
the nation at .the opening of
the annual legislative sesslon.

The two nations just last
week narrowly averted an all-
out trade war when China
agreed to US demands to
tighten enforcement of laws
protecting copyrights, patents
and trademarks.

While mentioning that
China intended to protect in-
tellectual property rights, Li
did not refer to the drawn-out
negotiations with the United
States over the issue..

news agency quoted the life -

- ICdJ holds both India, Pakistan
- responsible for HR violations

GENEVA. Mur 5 India. Pak-
istan and local mitlitan groups
are all violating bhuman rights
in Jammun and Kashmir, ac-
vorcing to a report by the In-
ternational Commission ol
Jurisgs (1CJ) released on Th-
ursday, reporis AFP,

“Indian securfly lorces are
found to have commitied seri-
ous abuses pt human rights in
Kashmir. This includes extra-
judicial executions, torture, ar-
son aiwl rape,” the 1CJ said,
which is one of the main inde:
pendent international human
rights arganisations.

The repdrt is based on a
missu Iwy W) urists n Sri

nad e ol ey places Qw A
st 990 1 was updated with
oiher repons and reactions by
Hw comvertunents of both india

piel Pakisran and preserted at
o == g orrerenoe ann sicde the
\ rpissioge o haman

_riﬂhlh

After heated controversy at
the conmitssion-last vear. the
Pakistani delegation withdrew
at «the last gninutle Because of
dapparent lack ol support for a

. draft resclution condemning

the hulian  repression of the
sevenn vedr old uprising in the
disputed territory.

indian laws are “defective”
in a number of important
dspects and “torture is virtu-
ally rootine.,” Sir William

Goodhart. the British head of
the mission. told journalists.
Extra-judicial executions
ranged between 50 and 350 a
VEeur. in'un}mg L0, estimates
divern Lo Wic aussion,

Bul the report said the ]{faJ
had no evidence thail the In-

cliin atihorities had set up
thoath squads and welcomed
lochiann etloars vo travin the mil
AP 200 drbebidoi ;—!:

The independent body
formd that ali'lumber of Indian
security laws contravened in-
ternational human rights stan-
dards, because “they pérmit
detention without trial, in-
fringe rights to freedom of
speech. and contravene the

presumption ol innocence.”

The militant: groups in
Kashmir are condemned for
serious human rights abuses,
including the muarder of politi-
cal oppenents, kidnapping
and hostage taking, intimida-
tion ol the media and extor-
tion

On Tuesday the European
Union welcomed efforts by
lycitan autlhorities in the field
of human rights in 1994 bui
askefl New Delhi to grant swift
and full access to the territory
to independent observers and
Lo international Cemmittee of
thie Bl Cross, ICRC.

Albina Nuzymova (L) pavs her last respect to her husband,
Listyev, before the start of the funeral ceremony in Moscow

on Saturday,

— AFP/UNB photo

Russian journalist

Listyev buried

MOSC W Mo 5 A aebevi-
=101 jen i =t w hiose arssassi-
nation. stinnwd KRuassiaa was
Fuvied vesierday the nation's

biggest public outpouring ol
drie! since human rights hero
Andrei Sakharov was laid to
rest in 1989, reports AP.

Huge crowds of people.
iany bearing flowers, lined
Ihe streets around Viadislav
Listyev's apartment building
and the church where a pri-
vile memorial service was
held, More than 5,000 others
liled to the cemetery where he
was buried,

The 38-year-old
shot 10 death esutside his home
Wednesday night, is presumed
iv have been largeted by
cangsters for his influential
ew role ag execulive director
vl state-run Ostankino televi-

S04
But niourners remembered

hum s the anchorman ol sev-
eral popular current affairs and
taulk shows — a witty, charis-
muitic journalist whoe champi-
oned reforms in ground break
ing shows in the early days of
perestroika.

Listyev was lald Lo rest just

4 lew metres (feet) {from
Vidbiir Vysotsky, probably
thie st popular nation's
singer,

AFP adds: President Boris

Yeltsin said Thursday he had
liredd Moscow's public prosecu-
vor and the police chfef over
killing of Listyev. Interfax news

agency reported
Meanwhile, a UNESCO re-
port from Paris says:

UNESCO's Director-General
i ederico Mayor condemned
the murder of Listyev,

Listyev, .

Int'l arms show
in UAE from
Mar 19

ABU DHABI, Mar 5: More
than 40 defence ministers
from around ‘the world will
converge on the United Arab
Emirates (UAE) this month for
an arms show that is expected
to bring major sales deals, or-
ganisers said Friday, reports
AFP. :

Ministers from Russia.
South Africa, Britain, France,
the Middle East and other
countries will visit the March
19-23 international ground
and naval weapons show along
with more than 40,000 senior
military delegates, they said.

"Between 40 and 50 de-
lence ministers from the par-
ticipating and non-participat-
ing countries will come to the
exhibition. which will atiract
more than 40,000 military
delegates.” they said in a
statement sent to AFP.

Tamil rebel boat
seized for 16 hrs

TRINCOMALEE. Mar 5: A
boat carrying 33 Tamil rebels
was intercepted by the navy
off this port city in northeast-
ern Sri Lanka where President
Chandrika Kumaratunga is hol-
idaying. military officials said
yesterday, reports AP.

The boat was detained for
16 hours but released yester-
day morning after negotiations
with rebel leaders, the dﬂclala
said.

Kumaratunga, staying at a
naval base in Trincomalee
town, is scheduled to reopen
today a village rebuilt five years
after its destruction in the
Tamil guerilla war.

This is the president’'s first
visit to war-ravaged area since

coming to power last year.

Nepal-Bhutan
talks fail

. KATHMANDU, Mar 5: The
Himalayan kingdoms of Nepal
and Bhutan ended Thursday
four days of fruitless talks over
the fate of thousands of ethnie
Nepali refugees [rom Bhutan,
officials and human rights ac-
tivists said, reports Reuter.

The two nations said In a
joint statement at the end of
the talks that the interior min-
isters of the two countries
would- meet in Bhutan next
month but officials and human
rights groups saw a basic dil-
lerence in identifying refugees.

“There is a difference on
the construction of the cate-
gories of the refugees which
ineans a virtual breakdown of
negotiations because of the
disagreement on the very basis
of the talks.”

i

Che Dhrily Str 5
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Major favours modern masters

LONDON: Prime Minister John Major has removed paint-
ings by 19th century British landscape artists Turner and
Constable from his office in favour of modern masters such as
David Hockney and Howard Hn-rlukin Hu l-a-nnn'.l 13 TE‘|IE'L,rd|Jh

reported. says Reuter.

The newspaper
Major's wile Norma hiul
overseen the change and
the result had caused
“enormous joy".

Major's predecessor.
Margaret Thatcher, was
known to cnjoy the prime
minister's prerogative ol
taking the pick of the
nation's paintings.

i3ul Major clearly did not
share her penchant for
scenes  of rural idylls,
preferring bright primary
colours ralther than sepia
tints.

Une of  the paintings
given pride of place now in
Major's Downing Sireel
ollice is Hockney's "My
Parents.” borrowed [rom
the Tate Gallery.

The Telegraph said cri-

said B

cket-loving Major had not entirelv l_u:m:d his back on

traditionalists. When he

i cricket scene,”

was nsked Lo
treasured object, he chose a Turner.
the newspaper said:

natne his most

"It did. however, include

highly profitable!

CAIRO: An Egyplian woman carned nearly 100 dollar in
one hour ol begdging befure she was arrested by police, a
newspapor reporled on Saturday. says AFP.

1 woinan criticised police lor costing her a "golden op-

portunily”
i" said.

to earn money. the newspaper Al-Ahram Al-Missa'

The 300 Egyptian pounds (almost 1Q0 dollar) that she
earned on the sidewalks near the Pyramids of Giza is twice
the average monthly salary of a government employee.

Those convicted of begging face between a month and a
year in prison but the sentences do not dismuragc the prac-

China to ban ads :

Lice.

abusing women

L 2

BEIJING: Chtna is to outlaw all advertisements that ahusc
women and children by portraying them in a negative light, a

report said Saturday, says AFP.

"We have noticed that some advertisements, mostly broad-
cast through TV, have used improper portrayals of women

and children, or even abused their images."

said Liu Baofu,

who heads Lhe national advertising regulatory body within the
State Administration for Industry and Commerce (SAIC). -
"A typical problem is that some advertisements depict

women in inferior moral images and thus
women's dignity and traditional values,”

gquoted Liu as saying.

infringe upon
the China Daily

The official Chinese media has recently started a propa-
ganda campaign aimed at bolstering the country's shaky
record on sexual equality ahead of the world conference on
wonien which opens in Beijing in September, .

SMC. deputy director Yang Peiqing.said thal some adver-
lisemenis were in violation of the advertising law, which be-
came effective last month, because thev carried an obvious
sexual bias or promoted pornographic inclinations."

“The state will ban all those advertisements hurking
women and children in line with the law," Yang said. urging
siricter sell-regulation among the mass media.

Muslims all over world
celebrate Eid

Muslims il over the world
on Friday eelebrated Eid-ul-
Fitr marking the end of
Ramadan with traditional fer-
vour and enthusiasm,
agencies,

PTl adds: Muslims all over
Maharashtra on Friday cele-
brated Eid-ul-Fitr with tradi-
tional fervour and enthusiasm,
marking the end of the fasting
month of Ramadan,

Dressed in their ceremonial
best, men, women and chil-
dren in the metropolis
thronged several mosques and
efrddlgahs early morning to par-
ticipate in mass prayers. They
later exchanged greetings with
members from other commu-
nities.

Dr B Syedna, head of the
Bohra comumunity, in a mes-

‘sage to his followers, has asked
coniribute towards .

them (o
the progress of the country
at! well being of humanity.

A report from Nasik said
more than 20,000 Muslims
dressed in traditional clothes
olffered mass prayers at Golf
Club grounds "mosgue”.

Xinhua adds:
thousands of Muslims across
China Friday celebrated the
end of Ramadan with their
festival of fast-breaking.

in Lhasa. capital ol south-
west China's Tibetan au-
tonomous region. thousands of
Muslims, dressed in their hol-
iday best, gathered in the
morning at the city’'s mosgues
te attend the traditional
memorial ceremonies

Allerwards. they went by
various means of transporta-

Abdel Rahman's ex-stronghold now Egypt's biggest mosque

CAIRO) Mar 5. A lormer
stronghold of leading Muslim
undiuneintalist Sheikh Ouar
Abudel Raliman and centre lor
antl-government militants has
been turned into the biggest
osqgue in Egypl. reports AFF

Fhirty years afler construc
uon started and 10 years after
the governmemt wrested con-
trol of the site [rom the Is
lamists. El-Nour mosque was
Munday inaugurated in Lhe
Abbassiva neighbourhood ol
L

e mosque covers 4. 000
s(juare metres and can take
5.000 worshippers

A dissident member of the
Mushiin brotherhood. Sheikh

hegan construc

H:er Salama

ton w1 Lhe mosque in 1965 as
A desiure of deflance against
then-president Gamal Abdel
Nasser.

The president had atiended
the groundbreaking for the
Coptic Orthodox patriarchy
betng built nearby.

Faced with financial prob-
lems and government interfer
enee. consiructon on El-Nowur
mosque remained wuncom-
pleted. But by the early 1980s
the site became the headquar
ters for Islamists in Cairo.

While most large mosques
were headed by imams back
ing the government line. the
laithful who gathered tn the
unfinished loundations of El
Nour were elecyrified the

¥

passionale seripons of blind
cleric Abde! Rahman.

The spirttual guide ol the
outlawed Jihad group currently
laces charges of conspiracy in
the February 1993 bombing of
the World Trade Centre in
New York that killed six peo-
ple.

Salama and Abdel Rahman

Lanehed o campaign in 1985
FTUAERIL Y Fresideni Hosni
Mubarak s decision to allow

the return to Cairo of the
Ceoptc pope Shenuda
The pope was exiled in

198! by former President An
war Al-Sadat to a desert
monastery in Wadi el-Natroun,
|15 kilometres northwest of
Cairo.

Also in 1985, Salama called
for his supporters o stage a
show of foree against the gov-
errninent, threatening a “green
march” tg the presidential
place if the head of state did
not announced the institution’
of Islamic Sharia law.

The government put down
the demonstration and held
Salama in detention for several

. } . x
In July 1988, it placed El-
Nour as well as 140,000 other

privately owned mosques un-
der the control of the Min-
istry of Religious Alfairs and
ruled that all sermons for the
Jumma prayers must be ap
proved by the ministry.
Salama, now 90, lives In

Suez where he opened a
mosque named El-Shuhada. or
martyrs. in August, he raised a

court case demanding the can-

cellation of the UN population
conference held in Cairo last
September.

The government decided to
finish construction of El-Nour
mosqgue. Planned as a complete
Islamic centre, the mosque in-
cludes a library. a school of
theology, classrooms ' and
suites for visiting scholars.

Two minarets tower 1086
metres above the
each crowned by a crescent{
the symbeol of Islam, which add
anviher six meires to their
height. Five green-tiled domes
top the mosque.

mosque, -

An Arabesque design of
green, blue, yellow and red
glass, illuminated by artificial
light. line the domes interi-
ors.

The central chandelier,
made of leather and bronze, is
six metres wide and hangs 12
metres above Lhe [oor. The
columns and walls are covered
in grey granite,

Women pray in the upper
floors, hidden by mashrabeyas.
wooden screens which allow
them to watch without being
SCEN.

The mosque compiex also
has its own school for handi-
crafts. a projection room -and
international conference hall

report

Hundreds of -

lmn lo the lombs in the west-
ern and northern suburbs to

offer sacrilices to their anges- |

lurs.
Reuter adds: In an address’

marking the end of the holy
motith ol Ramadan. President
Bill Clinton on Wednesday
urged- Muslims in the United

States and around the world to

work lor peace and greater
understanding among peoples.

AFP adds: More than half a
million South African Muslims,
basking in a new respect for
their faith, celebrated an end
to the Ramadan fast on Friday,
their spirits boistered by a de-
cision to suspend parliamen-
tary debate to mark the festivi-

France ratities
treaty to ban

chemical weapons

UNITED NATIONS, Mar 5:
France has tormally ratified the
treaty to ban and destroy
chemical weapons., depositing
papers with UN Secretary-
General Boulros Beutros-
Ghali’'s oflice. France's U.N
mission said, reporis Reuter.

The instrumenis of ratifica-
tion were deposited on Thurs-
day. making France only the
fifth European Community
member to have ratified the

convention. The other lour are
Germany. Ureece. Spain and
Sweduii. _
Neither the Uniled States
nor Russin. whith have the
world®s Lirosest chemical arse-
nals. have raubied the conven-

Japan to slash
troops by 20 pc

TOKYO. Mar 5: Japan will

" slash its military troops and

hardware by about 20 per cent
in response to changing needs
in the post-Cold War period, a
news report said yesterday.
reports AP,

Kyodo News Service, quot-
ing-unnamed military sources,
sald the reductions in both
hardware and personnel will
be spelled out in a revision of
the National Defense
Programme Outline, which
serves as the nation's basic
defence policy.

Defence Agency Direetor
General Tokuichiro Tamazawa
is expected to bring the new

. plan when he visits the United

States in May . Kyodo added.



