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Chaplain Sees Greater Understanding

T has been just over a
I vear since Caplain Abdul

Rasheed Mithaminad was
commmissioned a chaphlain an
the LTS Aniny. Today, the young
religtous  leader is  still
- optitisflic aboul the future of
Islam in the West,

His comymission: he said. 18

a’direct resull ol ‘a growing
understanding of 1slam by the
American military establish-
ment. And he promised that

his appeintment in December; °

1994, at Fort Bragg North
Carolina, 'was "only a begin-
ning’ in his campaign to foster
awareness of Islam throughout
the US armed lorces

I a recent interview with
USIA. Muhammad emphasized
that his chief aim this vear is
o "become a good chaplain.
Despite Lhe Tact the Islamic
world « is glorifying my
{appointmient] as the first
Mushim chaplam.” he said. "the
reality is that | am here to be
an Army family chaplain, The
majority of the people aren't
Muslims. My prime respornsi-
bilily is 1o every man. woman
and child in my unit.”

May 12-25 marked the high
point of Capt. Muhammad's
first year as chaplain. He per-
formed the Hajj. "I whish 1
could tell you all of it.” he said
in an attempt to explain what
the trip bad meant to him. "N
was the most lantastie experi-
ence ol my life. I had the op-
portunity Lo pray at the holy
Ka'ba {in Mecca]l and the
Prophet's Mosque [in Medinal
and saw people (from) all over
the world. Spiriluall}r it was
very fulfilling *

During his trip. muhammad
was invited by Lthe Muslim
world League (o a banquet in
Mina where he mel King Fahd
ol Saudi Arabia. the Presidents
of Cameroonr and Ghana, and
other dignitaries. He also
toured important holy sites in
Mina. Mecca. and Medina.

The appointment of a Mus-
lim military chaplain marks
the first. time a non-Judeo-
Christian f(aith group has been
represented in the US: Army.
In the Navy., Legalman First
Class Malik Noel is set to be-
come its lirst Islamic chaplain
after IMnishing his current
course of training this year,
and American Buddhists are
currenty searching for a can-
didate te serve as their first

chaplain.

+ Avcording to the Armed

Fiwies Chaplain Board, the to-
Lal number of Muslims in the
iifitary is hard to determine
Intaiise enlistees are not re-
(qurired to list their religious

of Islam in US Military

by Joanne L Nix writes from Washington

preference. But the American
Musltm Council, which en-
ilorsed the candidacy of Chap-
lain Muhammad, estimates
that Lhere are more than
k0. D00).

Muhammad noted that the
presence of Muslims in the US
armed forces increased follow-
ing the Gulf War after US ser-
vice members stationed in the
Middle East worked alongside
Egyptian, Saudi, and other
Muslim coalition forces. And.
he said, many Americans. him-
self included, became Muslims
after they were inspired by the
teachings ol Malcolm X. the
American Muslim leader of the
early 1960's and by the 1992
biographical film, "Malcolm X."
direcied by Spike Lee.

Muhammad expressed hope
that now an Islamic chaplain is
part of the military system,
"hbpefully more Muslims will
comeforward and openly ac-
knowledgeé their faith." In
order to reach out (o both

commitied Muslims and ser- .

vice members who have a de-
sire to learn the religion.
Muhammad contacted Islamic
religious: groups in the US,
Egypt. and Saudi Arabia to ob-
tain copies of the Koran as well
as pamphlets and books in
English about Islam.

He also formed links with
Muslims stationed in remoie
areas. Those contact people
provide information to local
Muslim and non-Muslim resi-
dents, distribute Islamic litera-
fure. and inform him on the
needs of Muslim service mem-
bers:. "What we have to do is
make sure that every strategic
location where the army has
troops. such as Korea, has a
contact person,” Muhammad
said. '

The' chaplain admitted that
although he has made real
progress; there is still much
that needs to be done. Some of
the concerns he still must ad-
dress are matters of dietar
regulations, prayers and reli-
gious observances.

Concerning dietary laws,
Muhammad was pleased fo re-
port that the Department of
Defense agreed to provide veg-
etarian MREs (Meals Ready to

Eat) for Muslim troops in Haili,

He said that following ils re-
scarch on Multi-faith rations,
“the military is now providing
muiti-faith vegetarian products
and vendors from private in-
dustry are also considering the
distribution of 'halal’ meals for
nbservant Muslimm service
members worldwide.”

Asked about Muslim women
in the Armed Forces who wish
to follow the traditional female
Islamic dress code including
the “"hejab,” Muhammad
replied, "The Americari Mus-
lim Council is working on that
issue. | have referred that mat-
ter to them (and) it will have
to go up through the Depart-
ment of Defense. Wearing the
‘hejab’ is not mandatory,” he

explained. "but it is a symbol of

Muslim identity and sends a
unified message (to non-Mus-
lims) in the armed services. As

long as it is does net (impede
work, women) can wear it.”

One of Capt. Muhammad's
niost ambitious goals is ‘lo

‘establish suitable sites for wor-

ship by Muslims on US army
installations. He explained that
although the armed forces do
not build individual religkmﬁ
structures in order to
religious equality, "the Ameri-
can . Muslim Council has
{agreed to] using the (post)
chapel as a multi-faith facility.
As long as the chapel can be
used for prayers in the form
they are performed (by Mus-
lims), it will be acceptable.”

The Imam had been invited
to discuss Ramadan. Islam’'s
holiest month, at an in-service

training session at Fort Bragg
in January. He also plans lo
train chaplain’s assistanis (o
© set up various services inclhud-
ing the Jumaah prayer and the

two Eid services.

In addition, Captain
Muhammad reported that he is
occasionally invited to explain
how I[slam is perceived. His
chief topics, he says, are "the
stereotyping that continues
(in) the western press (and)
raising awareness among ser-
vice members of the plight of
Muslims throughout the world,
particularly in Bosnia and So-
malia." R

Chaplain Muhammad holds
a Bachelor of Science Degree

.in Anthropology from New

York State Liniversity. and two
Masiers Degrees — one in
Counseling Education from San
Diegn State Universily, Califor-
nid. and one in Social Work
lrom the University of Michi-

gan.

In 1982 he enlisted in the
Army as a chaplain's assistant
and has also worked as a chap-
Jain with Muslim populations
in the New York State De-
partment of Correctional Ser-

vices.

After he completed his
training alt the Army's Chap-
lains School at Fort Mon-
mouth, New .Jersey, Muham-
mad as stationed with his fam-
ily at Fort Lee, Virginia. In his
current military assignment,
he councils and conducts reli-

. gious services for more than

100 Muslim soldiers. — USIS
Fealure

JOANNE L NIX is a USIA
Siqff Writer
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mooni, the stars. the pla-

nets, the earth and the
firmaments. a guestion natur:
ally arises in vour mind as lo
who is actuallv the creator of
these super objects as well as
all_the creatures of the world.
Nobody can certainly claim to

I F vou observe the sun. the

be the creator except God.

Hence. the omniscient. the
omnipresent and :the
omnipotent God who says

repeatedly in the holy Quran
that He created the heavens,
the earth. the sun,
the stars, the planets and the
solar syslem without any
fatigue touching Him, is
undoubtedly the creator and
the cherisher of all. As such we
should have our firm and
unflinching faith in Him and
prav {o Him only.

"Verily your Lord is God
who created the heavens and
the earth and all between
them in six days and is firmly
¢stablished on the throne of
authority, regulating and gov-
erning all things.”

Al-Quiran ; Sura Yunus and Sura’

Furgan

In this connection. I am
quoting beloew from Shaikh
Sadi's renowned book Gulistan:

1. Abro. bado maho khur-
shedo, falak dar kar und.

2. Ta tu nane bakaf aree wa
ba gallat na khuree.

3. Hamah as bahre tu sar-
gashia o farmanbardar.

4. Sharte insaf na bashad ke
farinan na baree.

The cloud. the wind, the
moon, the sun. and the sky are
working.

So that, you may get your
hread and do not eat it heed-
lessly,

All wre busy and obedient
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Belief in God
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for your sake,

it is not the condition of
justice that vou do not obey
Him.
- BSome ‘critics ol Islam say
that God has been personified
by saving that He begetteth not

and He is not begotten. The

question ol personification of
God does not arise at all in
view of the fact that unlike liv-
ing creatures of the world He
has no physical body. no eyes
and mo ears and yet He sees,
He hears and He knows every-
thing evident as well as secret.

It is said in the holy Quran

that —

"God is the Light of the

“ heavens and the earth. The

parable of His Light is as If
there were a niche and within
it a lamp enclosed in glass.
The glass as it were a brilliant
starlit from a blessed tree. An
olive neither of the East nor of
the West, whose oil is well
night luminous, though fire
scarce touched it. Ligh
Light God doth gujd: whom He
will o his Light. God dﬁh set
froth parables for and
God doth know all tltlngl

Al Quran: Sura Nur

Al different times. God sent
His apostles to all peoplﬂ
preach them and guide them
in the path of faith and righ-

SO, TR SRAN-G3 GTE SRy AN AR ATy
REEA e T (A3 ee Afe gz RS a5k e
R4 77 T SUFA BATCE ARIS IR T IAGH |

|
gofgEhre AEE, Wwwﬁwﬁmwﬁwm 1

Mreopb of prophet Noah
rej his message scorn-

fully. Noah sought God's help
in his mission when he felt
himselfl overpowered by brute
force. God gave him directions
to build an ark against the im-
pending flood which was to
purify the populated world
from sin and u SNEss,
Then the torrential rain from
above combined with the gush

-of water from below caused

terrible flood which inundated
the populated world and the
people of Noah were wiped out
for transcending the limits .in
sin. God delivered prophet
Noah and the believers who
were with him in the ark.

"They rejected him, but We:
delivered him and those with
himn in the ark and We made
him inherit the earth We
overwhelmed' in the flood

Continued on page 13
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BANGLADESH/AFRICA SERVICE
FEEDER SERVICE

BSC IS THE NATIONAL FLAG CARRIER &
THE NATIONAL LINES OF BANGLADESH

WE OPERATE THE FOLLOWING LINER SERVICES:
BANGLADESH/UK-CONTINENTAL SERVICE
BANGLADESH/FAREAST-JAPAN SERVICE

BANGLADESH/KARACHI-WEST ASIA GULF SERVICE B

BANGLADESH/SINGAPORE/BANGLADESH

PLEASE FEEL FREE TO CALL US AT THE FOLLOWING PHONE NUMBERS

WE ARE ALWAYS AT YOUR SERVICE
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Bangladesh Shipping Corporation
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N BHABAN 28/1, TOYENBEE CIRCULAR ROAD K. D A BUILDING
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SN SOSIDT ST 251455, 251411
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