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The Greatest Gift of Ramadan |

HE vQuran was first re

vealed in the month of

Ramadan and this was
the greatest gift of Ramadan
towards mankind. Dr Maurice
Bucaille, a renowned Catholic
scholar of France, has substan-

tiated in his fnmg book : -

"“The Bible, the Quran and
Science” that the Quran was
the only revealed book still
remains in jts original form.
Dr Rashed Khalifa, an Egyp-
tian scientist, has proved
through computer scanning
that till date not a single word
or verse of the Quran has been
changed/altered or modified.

If today, Geod forbid, all the
written Quran are destroyed,
then a full authentic and as-it-
was Quran could easily be writ-
ten and published in no time.

There are huntireds and thou-
sands of men and women in
this world who are able to re:
cite the whole text without a
single distortion from their
memory. They are known as

by Akhter-ul-Alam

Hafiz-i-Quran.: Unlike other
scriptures this is a unique spe-
clality of the Quran. It is a clear
declaration of the Quran that
there Is no doubt in it (2:2)
and no falsehood can approach
if (41:42). Allah the Almighty
has sent it and there is an as-
surance from Hlm that He will
guard and protect it {(15:9).

This is a boek of wisdom
(10:1. 31:2) and it contains the
essence of messages of all
former prophets (41:43;, 43
44-45). This is a scripture
which declared itself as a uni-
versal (81:27). and said, this
truth has come from God
Almighty and no other else
(6:92; 17 105-107: 27: &6:
45:2). This kind of book can-
not be. written or produced by
man or Jinn (2:23: 10:38:
11:13 and 17:88). This is a
challenge till to-date; but no
one dares to accept it. All the
great scholars of the world ac:

claimed it highly. Those mi-
croscopic minority who were
trying and are still trying to
mislead people by telling
something else, all of them are
either ignorant about it, or mo-
tivated. No, they are really un-
believers; because “the unbe-
lievers will reject it” (84:20-
25).

What is the message of the
Quran? "Follow it and do right*
(6:155). In the Quran one can
ﬁd things which are clear:

intention is to lead the
people “from darkness to
lHight", this is a "mercy and
guide to those who believe”
|16:64). If one wants to know
it he will have to study it; and
one should study it with faith
(2:121). Today, everywhere the
people of wisdom are studying
the Quran. Dr Maurice
Bucaille's "The Bible, the
Quran and Science’ is a valu-
able research work. This book
is the result of tiresome survey
and research and this is a sci-
entific study of a master mind.
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ODAY'S Islamic world

encompasses more Lhan

50 countries in the globe.
(seographically Islamic world
claims 16 per cent of
world's land mass. There are
over one billion Muslims in the
world today. Therefore, here is
a power bloe which cannot be
ignored. Islam remains a force,
despite division among the
Muslim countries. to be reck-
oned with on the world's
geopolilical and diplomatic
[ronts.

Many religious leaders and
political pandits in man¥y coun-
tries. time and again. spoke
about Islam. Of late. Prince
Charles came out with truth
abeut Islam al a lecture at the
Oxford Centre for Islamic
Studies on 27 October 1993

One is templed to quote from

his lecture: "Islam is part our
past and our present, in all
flelds of human endeavour. It
has heiped to create modern
Europe. It is part of our own
Inheritance. not a thing apart.
More than this, Islam can
teach us today a4 wav ol under-
standing and living in the
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Vv in Islam

by Mohammad Amjad Hossain

Diplomacy in Islam did not
Nourish in a day er two but it
took a definite shape over the

years since Lhe days of Prophet

Muhammad (SM). This fact has |

completely been ignored by
the writers on di ;

The emergence of Islam
was neither a marginal event,
as some Christian his .
phers would have depicted it,

nor one important happening

but it represented a turning
point in the strugglé between
spiritual belief and materialis-
tic philosophy. As a religion,
Islam brings in the concept of

equality of man. As a matter of

fact Islam is a complete code
of life encompassing all sph-
eres of human activities —
social. economic, legal, cul-
tural and political. Islam is for

In the Virtue of Quran : A Story
by M Atiqul Haque

"They do not know that
Allah knows what they conceal
and what they reveal......" (Al @
2:77h i
“Life is nothing but a bundie
of experiences.,” is what they
say. Islam adds to it by saying:
"Life is nothing but what you
achieve from it by way of doing
good.” By way of doing good to
voursell and to others is what
you are suppesed to do in this

life. But do we always do this?

No. Why not? We are arrogant,
we are proud of our own intel-
ligence, we are conscigus of

our ego, which is nething but a
self-deception. But in this
world most of us are drowned
in self-deception and we pride
"on following our ego rather

=

than the Ego of our Creator.
And this is the cause of our
clashes in this world.

Without this clash — the
clash of truth with untruth. the
clash of good® with bad, the
clash of a friend with an en-
emy, the clash of light with

darkness, etc etc — this world-

would have been turned into a
heaven and this is not the Plan
of Allah. Where lies the success
and benefit of this Plan is not
known to us. it is known only
to Allah. And we are to carry
“out His orders only and there
lies our success. We are not to
question His Authority, be-
cause, we are His created sub-

.Jalalpur,

jects. and a subject has no
right to question his master
about anything he asks for. He
niust know that it is for his
benefit {since he is His cre-
ation) that his Master has
ordered him to do such and
such things and not to do such
and such things. In compliance
lies his success and in defi-
ance, his massacre,

Once | was playing ‘Kabadi’
(while | was a boy of 7 or 8) in
my village. home Kadipur,
Sylhel. with my
playmates who were jealous of
my ‘physical superiority and
strength. and they hatched a
plan to harm me physically to

A splendid array of B

tempting assorted
" -

_ ‘tastes will be served

at Cafe “Bazar .

on Eid Day and the
following two days

DEAR YOUNGSTERS DO NOT FORGET TO BRING

YOUR PARENTS ALONG!
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peace of mind.

deprive me of my physical ad-
vantage.*This jealousy again is a
lisease and a very base disease
whiich every man should take
care of and should pray to
Allah to save him from this
baseness. For. jealousy does
not pay the man any good but
harms him so much that his
good self is destroyed. The
Prophet (SA) said that a man is
allowed to, grudge jealousy
against two (things) persons.,
He can be jealous of a persop
who is gifted with knowlecdge
and who spréads it to others
for their benefit. Secondly, he
can be jealous of a person who
is gifted with wealth and
spends it for others' benefit.
All other jealousies burn him
like a hell and he never gets

S0 my playmates were after
me 1o teach me a lesson to de-
prive me of my physical supe-
rlority (a gift blessed by Allahj,
because, they could not keep
pace with me when [ played
Kabadi' with them. If they
could not match me in the play
they had no right to match me

all mankind irrespective of
casit c¢reed and colour. It's
from hehind my back. They fell

upon e in a body one evening
while | was in their court do-
ing the usual ‘breathing’ exer-
cise. All the eleven boys’ of the
other court were on my body
-and they wanted to throttle me
under their heavy weight. [ was
panting for breath, my left
hand was already broken in the
elbow and | was shouting for
help. A few of the visitors that
were witnessing the game
‘Came Lo my rescue and got me
released from their clutch. |
was sweating and crying with
my broken elbow,

| did not know what to do. I
was alraid of my parents, par-
ticularly of my father, who
would beat me for my playing
with these boys. Reluctantly, |

. proceeded towards my house,
to face my parents and other
elders. including my grand
parents. The first person | met
was my dear mother who
asked me what was wrong and
why | was at home so early. 1

murmbled my words to give her

some reply and [ went to bed. |
fell asleep but, at dead of
night. | woke up being unable
to bear the pain of my broken
Continued on page 13
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Islam that provides the idea of
@ universal stale based on the
equality of man.

In early days of Islam.
diplomacy was referred to as
an auxiliary to or a substitute
for war For example. message
was delivered by an emtssary
to the Emperor or King to ac-
cept Islam before war broke
out and emissary was senr 1o
exchange prisoners pf war al
the end of war. During Abbasid
period exchange of gifts or ne-
gotiation of treaties were car-

ried out. Emissaries wese
despaiched abroad by
Muhammad (SM) to preach

tenets of Islam or for political
purpose. Such emissaries were
received by the Emperor or
King of Byzantine, Egypt. Per-
sia and Ethiopia.

According to historians, the
Emperor of Ethiopia and
Mugawas of Egypt accepted
the invitation while the Em-
peror of Byzantine refused to
embrace Islam. The Persian
King, however. tore up the let-
ter. When this news was car-
ried back by the envoy to
Prophet Muhammad (SM). he
remarked that ' ‘his. kingdom
would be torn.'! The nature of

* this diplomatic exchange was
essentially religious. The emis-
saries were selected from
amongst the cenfidants who
were known as k bie,
adroit, physically strong and
good looking.

| During those old days emis-

saries were looked .upon as

Spy. As such they were in-

| structed to refrain from drink-
ing and to keep away from
women. Negotiating skill con-
stitutes an important factor in
diplomacy and 'nations must
relv upon the quality of their
diplomacy to act as a catalyst

for the different factors that
constitute their

against

tecied him from the wrath of
Quraysh. A deputation of
Quraysh went to Abu Talib to
register protest against
Prophet Muhammad (SM) and
Abu Talib averted the crisis by
his note. But rela-
between
Muhammad (SM) and Quraysh
continued to deteriorate. A
complaint was lodged with Abu
Talib again and he was told to
put a stop to the activities of
his nephew “Until we are rid
nfhlmwt-illﬂghtbnthdyau
till one- side is . said
lhe Quraysh Abu Talib called
his nephew and admonished
him by saying 'Spare me and
yoursell. Do not put on me a
burden greater than | can
bear.’

But despite stiff opposition
and accusation Prophet Muh-
ammad (SM) remained calm
and composed which jare good
qualities of a diplomat.

When the Quraysh did not =

succeed in stopping his activi-
ties. they stirted negotiation
with him. They thought that
they could buy Muhammad
{SM) by offering him money or
if it was an honour. Lhey would
make him their chief: or if it

1 to
convince the chiefs there but
he could not succeed as the
:hhﬁtunmthler
tion to embrace Islam.
Stones accompanied by
jeers and abuses rained on
him. He was wounded but he

Iﬂtl!dﬂeﬁmm:llﬂdnd_
to kill Prophet Muhammad
(SM). he decided to leave for
Medina.

At the age of 53 Prophet
Muhammad (SM) migraied to
Medina where he was received

message. Therefore he started

cuting the treaty which be-
came the first treaty that he
ever ed. It remained a
docu t of great historical
‘significance because it gave
birth to the concept of a state
based on faith, apart from be-
ing first treaty in Islam. -

The Muslims were declared
as one community (Ummah)
and the Muslims from Mecca
became the brethren of Mus-
lims from Medina.

This treaty is known as the
Charter of Medina.' It stipu-
lates the idea of Islamic state

. in its formative stage while it

explicitly spelt-out that any in-
cident or quarrel from which

Continued on page 12
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