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city telephones

Star Repurt

For a less privileged person
or someone without connec-

tions in high places. getting a
telephone connection, in the
capital can take more than a
decade or more,

For such lesser imortals, the
only solution lies in greasing
the palms of a section of T
and T employees,

According to T and T
sources, there are over one
lakh pending applications for
ielephone connections in the
capital but the authorities are
unable to meet their demands
due to an acute shortage of ca-
bles.

"Applicants are waiting to
gel their lines for years, but we
are unable to give them con-
nections.” a T and T source
told The Daily Star.

Yet. bribes, influence ped-
dling and pressure from high
officials often enable people to
get their telephone connec-
tions within a month and, in
exceptional cases, in only a
couple of weeks.

When asked for comments
on the situation, former
chairman of the T and T Board
Fazlur Rahman said, "Yes,
there are people who had ap-
plied for telephones in ten
years ago. They have not got
their lines yet because of non-
availability of lines in the areas
where they want the connec-
tions.”

Denying any knowledge
about any under-hand dealings

of a section of unscrupulous T

and T emplovees, and (heir

Mobs kill two
. dacoits .

From Our Correspondent

COMILLA, Mar 1: Two da-
coits were beaten to death and
another eight seriously injured
in Burichang and Chouddo-
gram thanas last night.

In Burichang thana, one da-
coit died on the spot and six
were injured when a group of
people, including some bus
passengers caught hold of
them and severely assaulted
them. The armed robbers were
trying to (lee after committing
a robbery on a Faridganj-bound
bus from Dhaka.

The dead was identified as

Abdul Karim. Details about him

could not be known. The in-
jured were handed over to po-
lice. z

At Dampara village of
Chouddagram thana, villagers
rushed to the house of one Ab-
dus Sattar when he shouted for
help after a gang of dacoits at-
tacked him. The wvil - were
able to catch three of the
seven-member gang and seri-
ously beat them up. One of the
seriously injured, Saifullah, 35,
died on the spot while the two
others were handed over (o
police in critical eondition.

clients. the former chalrman
added. “Applicants in the old
town are not getting any lines
for a long time because there
are no technical facilities
there."

A businessman in
Shahjahanpur applied for an
analogue telephone connection
in 1986. This application was
shelved for long four years and
in 1990, the applicant asked
for a digital line as the T& T
Board had just introduced digi-
tal lines.

As there was no response Lo
application till 1993. He thus
was forced to abandon all
hopes of obtaining a telephone
through legal channel. So he
approached a T and T em-
ployee who assured him of do-
ing the needful. Finally, in
1994, he got the line, al-
legedly, in exchange for a bribe
of ten thousand taka.

"I condemn anyone bribing
aT & T employee.” the former
chairman of the Board said
after hearing of the matter
from this corresg t over
phone, adding “since such
things take place privately. |
am unable to do anything about
them."

In another case. a person
who had applied for a phone in
October 1994 was at first told
that he would not get the line
within a year as there was a
crisis of cables. But he never-
theless managed to get his
telephone by mid-November
last. thanks to the help of
some high official.

: Eiectronic goods

seized in Sylhet

From Staff Correspondent

- 5Y . Mar 1: Electronic

goods worth about Taka seven
lakh were seized by the

Customs officials at the Sylhet
Osmany Airport yesterday.

Officials said, five pieces of |

video cameras, three wrist
watches, 66 cameras, forty
four cassettes, 188 chains and
other articles were brought

yesterday in two luggages in
the name of N Haque and

- Manjur Kamal.
. Acting on a tip-off. the
Deputy Commissioner of

Customs, Excise and VAT
Sylhet and Superintendent,
seized the goods. Nobody has
so far been arrested.

‘Smuggled goods

~ From Page One
edly selling smuggled goods
mainly brought from India and
Thailand both by air and road.

Those smuggled items in-
clude Indian sarees, three-
pieces for women, panjabi and
ready-made garments, sources

As a consequence, locally
made cloth items are facing
severe compelition, traders
said.

> K

=

From Page C
gates white-collar crime. He
did not elaborate. .

Leeson, .a 28-year-old
Englishman who ran the
bank’'s Singapore futures trad-
ing desk, is said to have lost
hundreds of millions of the
bank’s dollars by wrongly bet-
ting that the Tokyo stock mar-'
ket would rise.

Over the weekend Barings
was placed under the British
equivalent of bankruptey pro-
tection, marking one of the
most spectacular financial
downfalls in British investment
banking.

The Eastern Express of
Hong Kong quoted an uniden-
tified source as saying Leeson
faxed his Singapore office from
the Thai resort of Phuket on
Monday. apologizing for his
actions.

A London newspaper, The
Independent, said investiga-
tors believe the investment
bank's London treasury de-
partment arranged up to 70
million dollars of em ncy
funding teo allow Leeson to
meet desperate margin calls —

a demand for Barings cash to'

cover a portion of its rising
losses.

It reported without attribu-
tion that Leeson wrote a
month ago to confirm the ar-
rangements. The bank's
chairman, Peter Baring, has
said he knew nothing of the
problems before last Friday,
the paper noted.

The newspaper said market
professionals who phoned Bar-
ings in London as long as two
weeks ago over the bank's
growing stake in Tokyo stock
futures contracts were told
that was part of a planned
strategy with clients.

In Hong Kong, the Eastern
Express quoted a source as
saying Leeson was a line
of credit approved by Barings
in London of 700 million dollar
within the past two weeks to
underwrite his trades in Tokyo

and Singapore.
Francis Baring, the director

ew deals?
of group corporate affairs at
Barings in London, did not

immediately return telephone

messages from The Associated
Press today.

At the Bank of England, a
spokesman declined today to
say what investigators have
found thus far in their probe of
the collapse. But one goal of
the investigation will be to de-
termine how much ex-
ecutives in knew about
the activities in Singapore. th

spokesman said. -
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Village home

: From P

AU the KamSlaptr Railway
Station. Lthe blackmaketeers
collected advance tickets al-
legedly through a section of
the Railway employees and
were now selling those at ab-
normally high rate. Intending
buyers were found bargaining
with the unauthorised ‘ticket
sellers.’ . .

Such unauthorised ticket
sellers were very active at the
Gabtoli bus terminal while this
practice at tl.c: two other
terminals was m. rkedly less.
Tickets for the luxury coaches
operating from the unautho-
rised bus stand at Fakirerpool
were also being sold this way.

Furthermore, many passen-
gers al those terminals were
also being harassed by a sec-
tion of the bus helpers and
unauthorised ticket sellers.

At the Sadarghat launch
terminal. the situation was the
worst. Launches and steamers
were sailing highly over-
loaded. Fifteen to 20 per cent
additional fares were allegedly
‘being realised from the pas-
.sengers. The rate may further
g0 up today.

Law enforcing agency per-
sonnel, deployed at the bus
and launch té&rminals, seemed
indifferent toe the problems
caused to the rs.

The Railway and the BIWTC

;,authorities arranged special

‘trains and river vessels on the
‘occasion of the Eid. But the ag-
rangements were too in

quate to met regquirement.
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Russian Foreign Minister Andrei Kozyrev (R) is welcomed by his Chinese counterpart Qian
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Qichen (L) before talks at the Diaoyutai State Guest House in Beijing yesterday. Kozyrev will
travel to Japan today after meetings with Chinese President Jiang Zemin and Prime Minister

Li Peng.

Sexy summit
. From Page One
"We have called in twice as

many waitresses as usual and |

exira performers from
Thailand, eastern E and
England. We are also advertis-
ing in newspapers for more
Danish girls.” said Marianne
Gro of Wonder Bar.

It's all about offering a good
mix.” she lold the merning

newspaper Politiken.

Bul rigorous security mea-
sures at Copenhagen’'s hotels,
which are all fully booked for
the conference, are likely to
cause practical problems for
escory girls and strip-tease
dancers,

I'm perfectly willing to of-
fer u private strip-show to men
who see me dance next week.
But then it is up to the cus-
tomer to rent a bar or some-
thing il he cannot raise a hotel
roont.” Russian dancer Natalie
lold Politiken.

Shopkeeper shot

demandcd 1wo pairs of shoes
free ol cost. When the manager
refused to oblige, the youths.
accompanied by two of their
accomplices, went to the shop
the next night and took away
three pairs of shoes by force
and also demanded

Yesterdavy. two o
youths visited the shop again
Lo collect the money. When the
manager refuséd to give in to
extortion. the youths opened
fire, the salesmen said.

They said the manager and
eight salesmen of the shop
were busy serving around 30
customers in the large shop at
the time when the thugs
opened indiscriminate fire and
fled through the alley between
Dhaka College and Teachers’
Training College on the other

~ dide of the road.

Md Shahjahan Uddin Khan
has two daughters and a son.
-He is a resident of Konapara
under Demra police station.
Ha)i Mannan. proprietor of
Roushan Garments, a shop
next door to Bata, alleged that
a well-identified section of
armed youths have been en-
gaged in extortion over the
years, but no action has yet
been taken against them ever.
While describing the misery
of traders of the area who are
regularly harassed by the gang,
Haji Mannan at the stage broke
into tears. ;
- When contacted, Dhan-
mondi police said a case was

. registered with the thana but

they could not arrest anyone
ull last nighi.

From Page One
liance of President Ku-'
maratunga won the August
1994 general elections has
been deadlocked over the
opening of a land route be-
tween the Jaffna Peninsula and
the Mainland. The rebels have
demanded that living condi-
tions of the civilian population
be improved before substantﬁl
political discussions can begin.

hose

l-

The government which almost -

totally lifted the economic em-
bargo imposed on the north
since mid-1990 has called for
parallel discussions on the two

‘| + iIssues. The rebel leader also

criticised the lifting of the

embargo saying it has not been
implemented by the military.
"The talk about lifting the em-

- bargo on all essentials is an-

other piece of deception. You
know well that the embargo is'
yet in force on various items.
Items such as fuel, diesel, ve-

hicles. motor spares, batteries
which are essentials in any
civilised society have been
identified as military were!”

Prabhakaran said. The press
statement issued by the politi-

cal committee of the LTTE
went further in its criticism.
"The assurances regarding the
lifting of the economic em-
bargo are only on paper. None
of the items on which the em-

bargo has been lifted reaches
Jafina in any appreciable quan-

Eid likely

days begin today,

In a message, President Ab-
dur Rahman Biswas has under-
lined the importance of united
efforts by all to achieve eco-
nomic uplift and for building a
prosperous natijon.

He said the Eid festival
leaches us to sink differences
between the rich and the poor

and uphold equality and
brotherhood.
Prime Minister Begum

Khaleda Zia in her message
said. "Let us make efforts to
creale a stable. democratic and
developed society in the light
of the inner message of the
Eid-ul-Fitr. Let it be our
pledge thai we shall unitedly
maintain social  unity and
equality to face the challenges
of collective development and
we shall devole ourselves to
the cause of others.,

Awamni League chiel Sheikh
Hasina in her message said,
although the Eid means happi-
ness to millions of people. this
year the Eid could not bring

even a smile because of
hunger and poverty.
Sheikh Hasina will ex-

change Eid greetings with
members of the public on Eid
day at her residence at House-
34. Road-5. Dhanmondi from

. 10 am to 1 pm.

_ Dhaka City Mayor Moham-
mad Hanil has also wished a
happy Eid to all city dwellers.
On this occasion, the Presi-
dent and the Prime Minister
have sent Eid greetings to the
heads of state and government
of the Muslimm countries.
Meanwhile the government

_ has taken up elaborate pro-

grammes (o celebrate Lthe Eid-
ul-Fitr. The main Eid congre-:
gation will be held at the Na-

tional Eidgah Maidan at the
Supreme Court premises at 8
am. In case of inclement
weather. it will be held at the
Baitul Mukarram National
Mosque at 8 am.

will be hoisted atop public and
private ;

- Some major public and pri-

vate buildings will be illumi-

nated. :

Special diet will be served

at hospitals, jails . children's

centres, baby homes, vagrant
and destitute welfare centres.

er the Eid prayers the
Min of Information will ar-
range screening of films and
organise cultural functions at
city parks and other areas.

The Islamic Foundation, Is- .

lamic cultural centres in dif-

, lferent districts and the Min-

istry of Cultural Affairs will ar-
range seminars on the signifi-
cance of the Eid-ul-Fitr,

Children's reunion and
charity football matches will
also be held,

Divisional commissioners,
deputy commissioners, Thana
Nirbahi Officers have planned
similar programmes on the

- occasion.

Bee-line at
Builey Road

By Staff Correspondent

With Eul-ul Fitr expected
teinorrow. well-lo-do  ladies

have been thronging the city's
shopping centres 1o find
sotnething special’ for the fes-
HVe O0CCasion

Nowhere is the nad rush

more visible than at Bailey
Road — o paradise for ladies
who view buying a saree almost

with a religious lervour.

S0. what's in siore for these
fervent shoppers who have
braved incorrigible iraffic jams
— peculiar to this Lime of the
year — to ‘check out’ the nu-
imeros shops selling the tradi-
Liotial gity?

"Exorbitant prices.” gb-
serves a leenager out to buy
her first saree.

‘We had to increase prices
to keep up with price hikes in
general.” c¢xplains a smug
shopkeeper,

When asked about the price
range in his shop, exclusively
slocking local sarees. he in-
forms "We have printed cotton
sarees tor around Taka 300.
silks starting at Tk 800 and

zamdanis that go upto Tk
9000.7

And what's 'hot’ this year?

"We have Baluchari Kota
[rom Tangail that's new this
year. And Kanjivaran sarees
(embroidered half-silk) from
Mirpur are making a come-
back.," said a sales-girl who
seemed more knowledgeable
about the latest fashions than
the shop-owner.

“The young are going in for
cotlons and softer silks like
Rajshahi and Tussore while the
older women are opting for
Zamdanis and heavy silks," she
says, revealing the customers'
buying habits.

One would-be-customer
leaves the shop empty-handed,
with a sigh. :

Asked about her opinion
Eid-saree-buying mania, she
says: "l didn't come to buy a sa-
ree. | only came to look at

. them. With my Eid bonus (she

is a bank employee) | shall be
buying school uniforms for my
two Kids.”

—AFP/UNB pheoto

tomorrow |

tity. The armed forces impose
their own restrictions on vari-
ous items. Whenever we point
these out, the government re-
sponds by giving assurances
that are never kept," the
statement said.

The two hard hitting state-
ments came as the govern-
ment asks its negotiating team
to stand by for the fourth
round of talks with the rebels
in their stronghold of Jaffna.
Critics have complained that
¢ government was showing

ence in handling the
peace talks with little atten-
tion being paid to details. The
team led by the President's
Secretary was expected to

Fa

- leave for Jaffna in the next 24

heurs but the strong criticism
from the LTTE may now delay
*_:Ehﬂ]' mm
ernment of trying to make
propaganda mileage without
any consideration towards the
people. "We even wonder
whether supplying sunshine
stories to the outside world is
only part of the government
to throw the ball into
the L court all the time.
to win foreigh aid for

the apparent purpose of re-

eonstruction and rehabilitation
of the war-ravaged north and
‘east, which could again be
used for war purposes Is cer-
tainly not the best way to win

The rebels accused the gov-

Tamil rebels losing patience

the confidence of the Tamil
people,” the statement said.

Analysts were guick to wam
that corrective measures will
have to be taken fast if the
government wants to save the
peace process. "This should be
ireated seriously as a very
grave threat to the whole
peace talks and the process.
This is the first time that the
LTTE has gone on record ex-
pressing grave doubts as to the
government's commitment to
peace. Regardless of the
specifics of a peace package, it
is quiet clear that without ba-
sic trust and confidence noth-
ing can be achieved." says Dr
Paikiasothy Saravanamuttu,
visiting lecturer at the Colom-
bo University and respected
newspaper columnist.

Over 30,000 people, most
of them civilians, have been
killed in the 12-year-old sepa-
ratist war where the LTTE is
fighting for a separate state for
the island's minority Tamils in
the north and east of the is-
land. The government has
promised substantial devolu-

tion of powers to a newly cre-

hﬁlﬁd unit in the area. "We are

ready with the devolution
package. If the LTTE wants to
(Mscuss a political settlement
we will be ready with our
package” Foreign Minister
Lakshman Kadiragmar told
newsmen recently.
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in city
By Staff Correspondent
The main Eid-ul-Fitr con-
gregation in the city will be
held at the National at
thc&mCmﬂm

at 8 am. In case of inclement
weather. the will
hthddatﬂ:m-m
National Mosgue at 8 am.
There will be four Eid con-
gregations at the Baitul Mukar-
ram. The first one will be heid
at 7 am, the second at 8 am.
the third at 8:45 am and the

last congregation will be held

at 9:30 am.

Eid congregations will also
be held at different mosques
and eidgahs in the capital
Timing of some of the Eid ja-
maats are as follows: Azimpur

Community Centre maidan at

Bam. Dhanmondi Eidgah mai-
dan at 8am. SOS Children's
village jame at 7:45
am, Dhaka U central

mosque at 8 am and 9 am,
Shahidullah Hall at 8 am. Za-
hurul Haque Hall mosque at 8
am. BUET ground at 8 am

Mohammadpur Pisciculture
Housing Sociely jame mosque
8 am. Asad Gale new colony
mosque at 8 am. Salambagh
jame mosque Rampura at 8
am. Baitul Fazle mosque Mo-
hammadpur at 8 am, Gulshan
central mosque and eidgah
maidan at 8 am, Mohammad-
pur jame mosque complex Ei

dgah maidan at 8am. Kalyanpur
Housing Estate jame mosque at
8 am. Armenitola maidan at 8
am, Singtola Sitara Begum
jame mosque at 8 am and 9
am. Mahakhali Gausel Azam
mosque at 7:30 am, 8:30 am
and 9 am, Satgumbuj mosque
in Mohammadpur at 8:15 am,
Lalmatia Shahi Mosque com

plex at 8:30 am. Hakkani mos-
que in Sadarghat at 8:30am.
and Maddhya Pirerbagh Baitul
Mamur jame mosque at 8:30

alrl.

One gets life-term
for killing wite
From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET. Mar |: A man was
sentenced flor life here on

charge of killing his wife.
The District and Sessions

Judge Sylhel. acquitied two
other accused in the case —

brother-in-law and mother-in-
law of the victim.

The prosecution case in
brief is that. on August 30,
1991 Nuruzzaman of village
Bakharpur of Golapganj in-

formed his father-in-law that

his wife Salma Khanam, 22,
had commitied suicide by tak-
ing pesticides.

Bul Salam’'s father disbe-
lieved it and lodged a case. Po-
lice had submitted charge-

sheet against the victim's
husband Nuruzzaman and his
brother and mother oun
completion ol investigation.

Old man chopped
to death in
Satkhira
From Our Correspondent

SATKHIRA, Mar 1: Moksed
All Gazi 70, was chopped to
death by a group of unidenti-

fied persons at his village

Baikari under Sadar thana of
the district last night.

Moksed Ali was returning
home after Tarabih prayers.

The killers fled immedi-
ately.

Moksed was buried after
autopsy at the Satkhira Sadar
Hospital. The reason for the
killing could not be known
immediately.

Son of the victim, Sajjadul
Islam, filed a case with Sadar
thana police against six per-
sons, including two union
parishad members — Abdul
Khaleq and Osle accusing them
of the murder.

Elections

From Page One
elections, if and when, is cur-
rently the main topic of politi-

cal speculation.

“We will sit together after
Eid and discuss the whole is-
sue,” he said, adding: “No ten-
tative date or month has been
fixed yet.”

But some other BNP leaders
hinted that the party is pre-
paring for elections next win-
ter.

Salam Talukdar said per-
sonally he felt the tion
parties would participate in
the elections even if those
were held under a party gov-
ernment.

“No one would leave his
constituency to his political
opponent for long five years,”
he observed.

He said people are least
concerned about the opposi-
tion demand and propaganda
for a caretaker government.
“They only know that the BNP
came to power through a free
and fair election with a defi-
nite mandate,” he added.

“The people have also wit-
nessed the unprecedented
scale of development works
under the present govern-
ment,” he said ndd!n? that the
government's performance
would help the BNP to be re-
elected in the next elections.

Pointing to the fresh call for
talks given by the Prime Minis-
ter on February 23, Salam

Talukdar said, “The opposition
parties should respond posi

|

tively." l
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Tran tries to

buy nuclear

materials from Argentina

JERUSALEM, Mar 1: Iran tried to buy from Argentina
centrifuges. heavy water and other components needed to
slart a nuclear weapons programme, a senior Israeli
official said this week. The allegation provides some of the
strongest backing to date of claims Iran is planning to build a
nuciear bomb. which Israel estimates could be a reality wehin

len years. reports AP

Polish PM dismissed
WARSAW. Mar |: Parlament dismissed the prime minister
today and appointed an economist as the first former

commumist to head Poland's government since the
the lron Curtain. The Sejm,

collapse of

the powerful lower chamber.

voted 285 to 5. with 127 abstentions. to accept Waldemar

Pawlak s resignation and give his job to Jozef Oleksy, the
parliament speaker since 1993, reports AP

From Page One

Africa’s eas! coast to Dar Es -

Salaam. Tanzania. where they
will board chartered jets for
ihe flight home across the
Indian Ocean

"The were all singing and
having a good time when they
left™ said Eddie .Jones of
Baltimore. who has been
managing the seaport’ for the
Uinited Nations

Pak peacekeepers aban
doned their positions around
the airport at dawn ludiy and
retreated to the nearby sea

18 killed

From Page One
Razzak. Alevia anwl Radigg WETe
admitied 10 the same hospital
in critical condition
Both the drivers managedd
to Nee Police., however, seized

the vehicles.

In another accident at
Netrakona. one person was
killed and seven were injured
whictt o bus. while overtaking
ither. plunged into a ditch
beside the Netrakona-

Mohangan) road. Police seized
the bus later.

Our DMCH Correspondent
adds: Four persons were killed
in separate incidents in the
city and Gazipur yesterday.

Rafig. 22, a worker of
Karim Jute Mills, was killed
when a bus knocked him near
the mills in Demra area on
Dhaka-Chittagong Highway in
the afternoon.

Mia, 70, a
labourer, who was injured in a
road mishap on Tuesday
morning in Dhanmondi area of
the city. succumbed to his in-
Juries at Dhaka Medical College
Hospital yesterday.

* Anwara Khatun, 25, of a
slum in west Agargaon area of
the city, hit by a minibus
Tuesday evening, succumbed
to her injuries at the DMCH
yesterday morning.

Besides, one Haji Rami-
Inddin, 70, hit by a motor-
«vele at Joidevpur yesterday
Alernoon, later succumbed to
liis injuries at the DMCH,

' Bangladeshi troops

port under the protective guns

»f US and ltalian troops.

Even before the last
Pakistani tanks and armoured
personnel carriers had left,
hundreds of looters clambered
over the airport walls te cart
away the few materials left be-
Fvin]

More than two dozen
technicals” — civilian wehicles
armed with a variety of
weapons — raced th the
airport s gates to force the
sCavengers oul.

The “technicals’ from ene of
Mogadishu s loral militias were
later joined by Semali police
Lrained by 1he United Nations.

Riflc shots rang out through
e nwroing. Moslt appeared to
be meant as warnings w the
looters and none appeared to
be directed at the Pakistanis.
or at the Jtalian and American
lroops who covered their re-
treat.

Earlier the US commander
who took tactical control of
the entire operation yesterday
said the withdrawal is going
well, without any of the feared
violence or other hitches.

“if. 1 had to give you a
sports analogy, we've finished
the first half*, Marine Lt. Gen.

JAnthony C Zinni said,

Brunei Sultan

age One
frantic Mapfgcuu Barings

from collapse. that a Far East
invesitor appeared to be- pre-
pared to take on the risk of
closing the future contracts
and allowing a Barings rescue.

"It looked like Father
Christimas had come.” one
banker was quoled as saying.

However. George returned
at 8.35 pm to tell the bankers,
who had also expressed will-
ingness (o lend money to res-
cue Barings, that the investor—
Sultan Sir Bolkiah Hassanal,
the world's richest man— had
withdrawn.

"It is not known why he
withdrew. the paper said. the
Bank of England subsequently

i Barings under administra-
(FTETE
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