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China assumes UNSC presidency:
China's UN ambassador Li Zhaoxing, on Wednesday assumes
the presidency ol the 15 seat Security Council for the month
ol March. Reuter reports from United Nations.

Fhe council presidency rotates monthly according to the

English alphabet. Li takes over from Ambassador Elgwaila
Joseph Legwaila ol Botswana.

21 hurt as Cong, TDP workers clash:

Tweniyone persons were injured when rival groups of
Congress-1 and Telugu Desam {TDP) workers hurled crude
bombs against each other at Ammireddynagar village in
Kurnool district on Tuesday. PTI reports from Hyderabad.

According o a report reaching the police headquarters in
Hyderabad, the rival groups fought pitched battle on the
streets following a dispute over a water tank. Fourteen of the
injured belonged to TDP and the remaining were Congress-I
workers, police said.

L L [ 3 .

WHO team to visit India: me head of
the World Health Organisation (WHO) will visit India next
~month Lo monitor anti-plague measures taken after the dis-
ease killed 55 people last year, a WHO spokesman said on
Tuesday. Reuter reports from New Delhi.

WHO Director General Horoshi Nakakjima, accompanied
by foreign health officials, will check if India was following

standard procedures for preventing another outbreak of the
disease,
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Jailed Hamas activists on strike:
Supporters of the Islamic resistance movement Hamas jailed
by Yasser Arafat's self-rule authority in the Gaza Strip have
gone on a hunger strike demanding immediate release, a
i—.famas source said on Tuesday. Reuter reports fromn Gaza
Sirip.

The source. who spoke on condition he not be named, said
20 Hamas prisoners have been refusing all food and drinking

only water stnce Monday.
Blast outside US em in Lima:
US embassy in

Suspected rebels hurled a bomb outside t
Litma late on Tuesday, shattering some windows, and tossed
two other bombs at police stations, injuring seven passersby,
police said, AFP reports from Lima.

There were no injuries reported in the blast at the US
embassy. which also damaged some nearby store fronts. The
bomb was hurled from a passing car, police said.
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Huge arms seized in France: au
terrorist agenis have seized an arsenal including a rocket
launcher. submachine guns, gunpowder and 10,000 bullets
" linked to Algerian Muslim militants, authorities said-on Tues-
day. AP reports lrom Paris.

The cache, found on Monday in the locker of a parking
garage in Choisy-le-Roi east of Paris, had numerous handguns
grenades, lour submachine guns, 10kg (22 pounds) of gun-
powder and bomb-making materials including fuses' and
timers. :
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China bans night services at airports:
China has banned night services at several airports, alarmed
at the explosive growth of highrises that endanger aircraft, it
was seported vesterday, AFP says from Hong Kong.

The Civil Aviation Administration of China found that
nearly three-fourths of China's 114 airports were found to
have “potentially risky" flight paths because of surrounding
highrises. the semi-official China news services said.
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6 more executed in China: s peopic
were executed in Beijing and 12 others were sentenced to
death on Wednesday as China began a three month anti-crime
campaign. AP reports from Beijing. :

The six who were executed were guilty of murder, armed
robbery, rape armd other crimes, the Beiljing Evening News
reported. It said the other 12 who were sentenced after an
initlal trial committed serious crimes, but gnvt no details

about the crimes or any appeals.

Road mishap claims 11 in Harare

Eleven soldirs diced uhfn their truck crashed into a tree
alter ;i Lire burst the armv said Wednesday. AP reports from
Har.

Atwther ' 2 soidicrs. ncluding the drver. sustained back
injuries, tractures and other injuries 1n the crash near Chivhu,
140 kilometres (90U miles) south of Harare. the army said in
statement.

Police raid Winnie's home: soun
African police probing allegations of fraud and corruption
raided the Johannesburg home of President Nelson Mandela's
estranged wife Winnie yesterday. a police spokesman said.
Reuter reports from Jehannesburg.

“The house ... and various other locations in Johannesburg
were searched.” Captain Dave Harrington told Reuters. :

Karen rebels attack m

least two people were killed and more Lhan 1
Karen guerillas attacked a Myanmar army staging post on a
road in southeasiern M)FII:IIIH.I‘/ Myanmar traders said yester-

The attack was believed to be one of the largest since the
guerillas lost their last major base on the Thai Myanmar bor-
der on February 21

16 Kurds killed in Turkey: n.us:

troops killed 16 Kurdish guerillas in continuing ﬂghung in
mtmwmmmmmw-m
said. AP reports from Divarbakir, Turkey

The rebels were killed in separate clashes in the south-
castern provinees ol Bitlis. Bingol and Tunceli.

Meningitis claims 233 in Niger:

An epidemic of meningitis has killed at least 233 people In
the Wesl African country of Niger, Natiopal radio reported on
Tuesday. AP reports from Niamey Niger.

ihﬂﬂiutﬂﬂ&hhﬂwrﬂﬂrdedﬂﬂﬂjcmdthcdlm
since the end of December. the radio said

S Africa, Mozambique sign accord:
South Africa and Mozambique signed mwumenl'h.w-d:y
to combat a wave of cross-border crime including drug traf-
ficking. gun smuggling. and car and cattie theft. AP reports
from Cap Town.

The accord is part of a crackdown on violence in South
Africa and comes a day after President Nelson Mandela sent
roops and more police into areas troubled by strikes, rioting

and political killings.
Ghana's president to visit US Chasid's

President Jerry Hawhnga will make a two-day visit te
Washington at the invitation of President Clinton, AP reporis
iroim Accra.

Rawlings on his first visit to the Utited States. will have a
meeting and working lunch with Clinton on March 9. said an
official statement issued late Tuesday.

ROK President

for unification
of Koreas

SEOUL, Mar 1. President
Kim Young-Sam on Wednesday
said South and North Korea
should be reconciled and work
for unification of the divided
peninsula. reports Reuter.

"It is a national shame for
our country to remain divided
after a half century.” Kim said
in a speech ta commemorate
the 76th anniversary of the
March | Independence
Movement in 1919, when Ko

rean revolted against .Japanese
colonial rule.

WASHINGTON. Mar |:

the Gull,
lop general

mouth ol
America s

reporis AF

Gen
chairman of
Chiefs of Stail

missiles on islands
Strait of Hormuz.

PL.O calls for 'total cessatlon of

UNITED NATIONS, Mar 1:
The Palestine Liberation Or-
ganisation called in the Secu-
rity Councll on Tuesday for the
"immediate and total cessa-
tion" of Israeli settlement ac-
tivities in the occupied territo-
ries, reports Reuter,

"The alternative is capable
of seriously undermining the
peace process,” said the PLO's
UN observer. Nasser Al-Kidwa,
referring to talks aimed at
building on a framework ac-
cord signed in September
1993.

"What is now needed is the
immediale and tolal cessation
of any settlement activity, re-
gardless of the type and vol-
ume, period.”
~ Al-Kidwa said that "any set-
Liement activity in the occu-
pied Palestinian territory, in-
cluding Jerusalem” was a fla-
grant violation of the letter and
spirit of the Israel-PLO decla-
ration of principles, the fourth
Creneva Convention and Secu-
rity Council resotlutions.

He was speaking at the start
of a debate requested last
week by the Arab group on the
building of settlements in ter-
ritory occupied by Israel since
1967,

The United States which,
together with Russia, sponsors
the Middie East peace talks,
opposed the holding of the de-
bate as impeding the negotia-
tions.

Edward' Gnehm, the US
deputy UN representative, told
the council "my government
believes that debate here can
only sour the atmosphere and
deflect the parties {rom the
need to work together on the
path thev have set for them-
selves.”

Nevertheless, many delega—
tions were inscribed to take
part in, the debate. Council
sources said it was uncertain
whether a resolution, or even a

statement, would eventually be
adopted.

Israel UN envoy Gad Yaacobi

said it was "highly inappropri-
ate” for the PLO to have initi-
ated the debate, since its
agreements with Israel called
for all outstanding so-called
permanent status issues, such
as settlements and Jerusalem
to be dealt with in direct, bi-
lateral negotiations.

He said no new settlements
had been established since Is-
real's present government
took office in July 1992, but

added: "Yes, we continue to -

buijld in Jerusalem. As the
Arabs do. They have not
stopped building, and this is
their right. We have not
stopped huiiding and this is
our right.”

Yaacobi said terrorism was
now the main obstacle to the
peace process and that "radical
fundamentalists, with ties to
Iran. lead the campaign."

This had resulted in the
killing of 116 Israelis and the
wounding of 634 since the

-

1993 Israel-Palestinian accord

was signed. he said. .

Israeli settlement activities

Israel expected the Pales-
tinian authority to "do all in its
power to combat terrorism
and bring to justice all those
involved in murderous activi-
ties," he added.

Al-Kidwa said although Is-
rael's present government had
implied jts settlement policy
would be different from that of
its predecessor. some sources
had estimated that "the units
that have been built under the
current government have in-
creased by 10 per cent, which
has been accompanied by a 15
per cent increase in the num-
ber of settlers.”

The failure of the Security
Council to impose past deci-
sions regarding Israell settle-
ments had resulted in . the
"approximately

ments in the occupied Pales-
tinian territory, with approxi-

mately 300,000 settlers living

in them, including ‘those set-
tlers brought te east
Jerusalem.
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Heavy fighting i m Bihac

SARAJEVO., Mar Heavy
fightling erupted in lhrr Bosnian
enclave of Bihace on Tuesday as
rebel Muslims launched in-
fantry and shelling attacks on
Bosnian government troops.
United Nations peacekeepers
said, reports Reuter,

"It started al 8-30 (local)
this merning and it's still go-
ing on,” a Bangladeshi UN offi-
cer lold Reuters by telephone
from the enclave. "Intense fir-
ing is under way.

The fighting was concen-
trated some five km (three
miles) south of Velika Kladusa,

in the north of the enclave, the

officer from a United Nations

b= in Coralict said.

UN peacekeepers reported
mortar. artillery. tank and
mulliple-barrelled rocket
launchers firing around the vil-

lage ol Mala Kladusa, the offi-
cer said.
Some 1,000 detonations

had been reported by 5 pm lo-
cal (1400 gmi), he said,

The clashes lollowed a lull
ol several davs in which re-
ports spoke ol mainly sporadic
firing.

Earlier on Tuesday UN re-
liet workers had to abandon
their nine-truck aid convoy
alter coming under fire near
the front line at Mala Kladusa,
officials from the UN High

{ onmmissioner fﬂlf

Hefugees

Tht drivers had to take
refugee in UN armoured vehi-
cles escorting the convoy,
which apparently was not tar-
getecdd, and were driven away to
the UN base in Coralici. The
trucks were later recovered.

The United Natians was try-
ing to negotiate a truce to al-
low through another convoy,
carrying 150 tonnes of food

aid. unable to move from the -

Serb-held territory in Croatia
because of the heavy fighting

The Muslim-led Bosniard
government fifth corps in the
pocket is surrounded by rebel
Muslim troops and allied Serb
forces [rom Croatia and Bosnia.

Chandrika re;ects
Prabhakaran's
~ allegations
COLOMBO, Mar 1: President

Chandrika

Wednesday dismissed warn-
ings by Tamil rebel chiel
Velupillal Prabhakaran that
further delays could jeopardize

peace talks, reports AP.

“Nothing very serious will
happen to the peace process,”
said Mrs. Kumaratunga, reject-
ing accusations by rebels that
the government was insincere
about ending the 11-year eth-
nic war that has killed 34,000
people.

A. lot oi' It laccuaattnns] is

ps taken by

'the 'guvu'nment in helping the

minority Tamils in the north
and the east were making the
guerillas unpopular, she said.

Last week. the government
ppened the only two land
routes to rebel-held Jafina
peninsula for the first time in
four years as a conciliatory
move to the guerillas, who
have blamed the goverriment
blockade for depriving people
of food and power.

But thé rebels immediately
said it was not good enough
because a military base still
remain® beside one of t(he
roads.

Although both sides have
blamed each other for the
deadlock in the talks, a cease-
fire announced Jan. 8 has held,
despite minor violations. But
negotiators are yet to begin
discussing political issues such
as giving minority
greater autonomy.
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140 settle-
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- Chechen stronghold in
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an nﬂ'u 1al visit.

intelligence is keeping rlu-':
waltch on iran's deployment ol
artillery and missiles at the
which

said
Tuesdayv could endanger ship-
ping on the critical waterway.

the lranians armoury for some
tine The Shah of lran
monarchy lell to the current
islamic government in 1979
was a close ally and major arms
castomer of the United States

John Shalikashwvili.
the US Jeoint
said the lrani-
ans have deploved anti-atrcraf
in the

through
which pass ships carrying
much of the world's oil supply
President Chnton said the

ton, and we Lhink

undue cause for concern at
this

“its a situation
moniloring very closely

connaissance had “spotied the
iranians
launchers, which they haven't

Ru=-s1an natienahst and Parliamentary delegation IePdu
Viadimir Zhirinovsky leaves Baghdad on Tuesday ending
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Yeltsin should be jailed
for 10 yrs: Zhirinovsky

BAGHDAD. Mar 1: Russian
ultra-nationalist
Zhirinovsky said on Tuesday
President Boris Yeltsin should

he jailed for at least 10

of the Russian and Iraqi peo-
ples. reports Reuter.

"Yes' yes il is necessary 1o
punish {him). It is the result
ol his policy now (here are
many victims in Russia.”
Zhirinovsky said at the end of a
three-day visil to Baghdad.

Yeltsin also deserved pun-
ishment because he had done
nothing Lo improve the lot of
the Iraqi people suffering un-
der United Nations sanctions,
he added.

“Alter five years of blockade,
(we stilll have negative re-
sulls.” he said.

Asked what type of punish-
ment he had in mind for
Yeltsin. Zhirinovsky said: Ten
vears of prison. may be 20
Between 10 and 20 years.

He told reporters he was
certain his ultra-nationlist
party would win Russia's next
parliamentary elections and
that he would be president in
1996

"l will cancel all embargoes
for Iraq, ‘t’ugnslaﬂa we will be-
gin with Iraq.” he said. addipg
rhat if necessary He would
lewve the United Nations if its
charter was not changed

Zhirinovsky. who was ac-

Viadimir

years
lor failing to end the suffering

companied on his visit by a

50-member delegation includ-

ing 20 Russian parliamentary
depulties.
agreement on

ruling Baath Party.

He also signed a protocol
with Iragq's parliamentary

Speaker Saadi Mehdi, Saleh to

promote bilateral ties.

"“The visit has achieved
tremendous results. It opens
the path for solid relations be-

tween ... our lwe parliaments
for the benefit of the two
countries and peoples.,' Saleh
said.

Zhirinovsky met Iraqi
President Saddam Hussein on
Moifday and put forward his
idea of a coalition between
orthodox Christians and Mus-
lims to confront the West, but
he did not sav whether Sad-
dam agreed to sign an accord
on the plan.

The United Nations
clamped sanctions on Irag
aller it invaded Kuwait in
1990. Zhirinovsky said on ar
rival on Sunday that he wanted
the sanctiions lifted immedi
ately

Russia says lraq owes it 9
billion dollar and supports ef
forts 10 have sanctions lifted to
the money can be repaid. but
Yeltsin s administration has
sald it would not lift sanctions
unilaterallv

earlier singed an
cooperation
between his party and lraq's

doue before
He said they also have a
tillery in forward positions
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"One of them is thal
they want to have the capabil
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Slate
Lyt Davis said she has insuf

ficient details tqa “get behind
the objectives of the Iranians
that

tial threat 1o stability: not only
o their neighbours but also
o the [low of trade

in that pat of the world."

As undersecretary of state
for international security al-
fairs. Davis is deeply involved

in US efiorts to prevent Iran.

from obtaining nuclear tech-
nology that could be used for a
WEAPONs programine.

The United Staies has tried
without success to persuade
the Russians to call off a deal
under which they are building
a light-water nuclear power
plant in Iran. The Russians
comtend the reactor is a type
from which it is very difficult
lo extract material for nuclear
WEA[NINS

Shalikashvili said that while
Iraq remains the major threat
in the region. "as you lock to
wards the end of the century,
the beginning of the next cen
tury, we have to be very mind
ful that Iran can become that
majur threat.”

‘I am very worried when a
government like I[ran would
get a capability of weapons of
mass destruction.” he said. |
think we would face a very,
very serious challenge, and all
dur [riends in that area would
face a very serious challenge. |
ai very worried about lran.”

Jdn 1987, at the height of

The Baily Stars
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Imelda fo run for Congress

~ in May elections

MANILA. Mar 1: Former
first lady Imelda Marcos an-
nounced on Wednesday she
will run for Congress in the
May elections despite a crimi-
nal- conviction for corrupti
during her late hushand's gg—*
year rule, reports AP.

"I'm running not for ambi-
tion but compassion,” Mrs
Marcos told reporters. She will
seek a House of Representa-
tives seat from her family's na-
tive Leyte island in the central
Philippines.

Analysts in Leyte believe she
is all but assured of winning.
The widow of former strong-
man Ferdinand Marcos is free
on bond pending appeal of a
‘1983 ‘conviction for corrup-
tiom-

She was sentenced to 17-
23 years imprisonment. Her
son, Ferdinand "Bongbong"
Marcos Jr. won a . congres-
sional seat from the northern
province of llocos Norte in
1992 and is running for Senate
in the May 8 balloting.

Mrs Marcos lost a bid for
the presidency in 1992 after
returning from exile in Hawaii.

She finished fifth among seven -
candidates but won by a land-
slide among Leyte voters.

Mrs Marcos said she will ily

to Leyte either on Wednesday
afternoon or on Thursday to
file her certificate of candidacy
with the local office of the

Commission on Election.

Attack on last Chechen
stronghold in Grozny

MOSCOW. Mar l: Russian
forces ~pounded. the last
Lhe
Grogzny and several
rebel-held villages and towns
with artillery on Tuesday,
while olficials in Moscow in-
sisted the main stage of the
war was over, reports AP,

Shelling ripped through the
Chernorechye region .of
Grozny. and the villages of
Gioty, Alkhan-Yurt and Kom-
somolskoye. the military
command said. Fighting was
also reported just outside
Chechen-held town of Argun.

The Russian Interior Min-
istry said that Tuesday's fight-
ing claimed Lhe lives* of 32

Chechen thtt:rs and two Rus-

sian soldiers.

In Moscow, Defence Minis-
ter Pavel Grachev told top
generals and minisiry officials
that although the main
Chechen resistance has been
broken. "one should expeet
some isolated bandit groups to
commil terrorist acts against
Russian troops.”

The head of the GRU mili-
tary intelligence. Col Gen Fyo-
dor Ladygin.
Assessment . ' saying:

near future the bandit regiine"

ol Presideni Dzhokhar Dudayev

1 Chechnya.

Grachev said that, 38 000

Russian troops h’xd been de-

ploved in the mgmn along with

230 tanks. 454 armored per:
sonicl coarrwer= aied 388 guns
o ket Lavinicliers, news

u1|'r.-|]_

0, i (10 IR R

echoed his
"It ts it
possible to eliminate in 'the

Troops loval to Dudayev
numbered about 30.000 at the
peak of the lighting, including
6.000 mercenaries from Tajik-
istan. Afghanisian 'and the
Baltic countries, Grachev said.

Ladygin estimated that
more than 7.00( Chechen
fighters had been killed since
the fighting began.

More than 1.000 Russian

servicemen have died in the

violente. Some human rights
observers say as& many as
25,000 civilians also have been
killed since Moscow sent

troops into Chechnya Dec 11

to crush the republie's three-

year independence drive.

f’eru, Ecuador
sign fresh

truce accorde

MONTEVIDEO, Mar 1: Peru
and -Ecuador signed a new
ceaaeﬁre accord today ‘allowing
international observers to
monitor the disputed jungle
border area from March 8, said

_ the foreign ministers of Ar-

gentina and Brazil, reports
Ecuadorean Foreigh Minis-,

ter Galo Leoro and Peruvian

Foreign Minister Efrain Gold-
enberg signed the agreement
in the Uruguayan capital Mon-
tevideo, after five hours of
talks with the foreign minis-
ters of Argentina. Brazil and
Chile and US Assistant Secre-
tary for Foreign Affairs Alexan-
der Watson.

Off the Record

Another man pays heavily
' . - .
COLOMEBEQ: An 18-year-old Sri- Lankan housemaid hacked -
off the penis of a 60-year-old man with a kitchen knife after

Lie
Wednesday, reports AP,

made sexual advances towards her,

police said on

the Iran-lraq
pln\- ed
worm anti-ship missiles along _
the 90-mile Strait of Hormuz,
prompting the Ronald Reagan
administration to provide naval
escoris for Kuwaiti oil tankers,

most sank the missile frigate
USS Samuel B Roberts in April

were wrecked and several ves
sels. including an armed patrol
boat and two large gunboats,
were sunk or disabled

Thangiah Vijendra was -:'hargcd with causing grievous
injury and jailed until May 8, when a Colombo court would
begin tryving her.

The gardener was rushed to hospital, but unlike in the
Lorena Bobbitt case, doctors were unalﬂe to surgically reat-
tach the organ.

The victim, a gardener in the same house where Vijendra
worked, said he was attacked because he found her having
sex with another manservant, She first tried to buy his
silence with sexual favours, he told the police.

This was the first such case of such violence jn Sri Lanka,
which has a consegvative society and sex outside marriage is
cvonsidered a taboo and shameful.

' r

A perfectly normal guy’
AIX-EN-PROVINCE. France: A man on trial for 37 rapes
and sexual assaults over a |15-year-period testified Tuesday

that he was "a perfectly normal guy" driven to his crimes by a
split personality, reports AP.
I had compulsions.” said Alain Garcia, 53, a refinery

worker with a wile and two children. "There was annther
person who entered into me.’

Garcla, arrested in 1988, went on trial Monday in what
reportedly is the biggest case of serial rape recorded in
France

He testified Tuesday that he felt a need for sexual rela-
tlons because his wife was sickly.

"] don't know why [ didn't take a mistress.” he said. "l had
mongey. | could have paid a prostitute.

Jailed for the past seven years while investigators exam-
inecd seores of rape cases, Garcia underwent extensive medi-
cal and psychological tests

He was found to be physically normal and of near-average
intelligence

- US monitoring Iran's deployment of Hawk missiles in Gulf | X £t denies

US-made

War. Iran de-
Chinese-made Silk-

in Delhi meet

ISLAMABAD, Mar 1: The
governmemt on Tuesday im-
plicitly confirmed reports of
recent private meeting be-
tween cilizens from Pﬂklj!@.n.
and India over the muclear is-
] sue. but denfed any secrecy

or official invelvement in~it,

After an Iranian mine al-

1988, the United States retali reports AFP )
ated with attacks on [ranian A statement. issued by the
targets. Three oil platforms | poreign Ministry here, said the

suggestions thal any otticial or
secret talks had taken place
Hetween India and Pakistan
were “without foundation.”




