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NDIA is planning to  di-
vert waters of the Ganges
and of the Brahmaputra
to water short areas in India
lod* contrelling f{lood and

droughts. In order to utilize
the surplus waters of these two

risers. India has finalized a
Parspeetive Plan which comp-
rises twe main components ;
Himalavan river development
and Peninsular river develop-
rHent. ' '

- The Indian plan for the Hi-
malayan river development
comprises construction of
sterage dams on the river
Granges and the Brahmaputra
in order to conserve the mon-
soponi water . fur flood control,
hvdropower generation and fr-
rigation.

The Peninsular river dewvel-

opmeént envisadges plan to di-

vert surplus water of the
{mnges and Brahmaputra to
water -short areas in the South
Indtan states of Maharastra,
Karmataka, Andhra Pradesh

and Tamil Nadu for irrvigation

in the drought atfected areas.
It is reported that the Gov-

ernment of kndia has com-
pieted thie teasibility studies of
trapsfer ol 'link canals and

studies ol water balance, diver-
slon points and reservolr con-
struction.

- The Indian plan would pro-
vidde an additional irrisation
potential for about 25 wnillion
heclares Irom surlace water
and another 10 million
hectares lronn cround water.

The plan  would generate
J0.000 MW ol power to boust
up new industrial activities.

The perspective plan of In-
dia will take 40 years and cobt
47.8 billion dollars for inter-
linking and 25 5 billion dollars
for hydropower generation.

A news item came in Augusi
1994, where it was mentioned
that India had finalized their
perspective plan for distribu-
tion of water amoeng their vari-
ous states. The meeting of the
Indian, Nattonal Water Council
was. held 'on 26 July and
presided over by Mr P «V
Narosiinha Rao. Prime Minis-
ter ol hwlia The Indian plan

- envisages diversion of Brahma-

putrg water Lhrough Indian
lerritory to the Ganges above
Farakka. '

The Indian prospective plan
Is nothing new. Dr K L Rao tak-
ing advantage of the liberation
of Bangladesh prepared a na-
tional plan showing diversion
of Brahmaputra water to India
through Bangladesh. When
questinned by BSS in New
Delhi. he evaded the question
that * he didn't consult
Bangladesh. Mr Dustur pre-
pared aneother fantasy projent
of Himalayan water resources
development and taking water
te-south India. A Japan spon-
sored agency also prepared a
plan for lifting water of
Brahmaputra and taking water
to Ganges through Indian ter-
ritory.

The Indian proposal - on
"Augmenting the dry season

flow of Ganges' exchanged on
25 March 1978 1o Bangladesh
stated that tn the Ganges basin
in India 22 storage schemes
have been compleled, 6 stor-
age schemes were under con-
struction- apd -5 storage -
schemes were proposed. With
mew identification of projects,
the effective storage was
49,000 MCM. India Auring
discussions with Bangladesh
categorically stated that all the
angmented water of the stor
age in the Ganges basin in In-
dia are committed and cannot
be spared for Bangladesh

[ndia has proposed 3 reser-
voirs in Sabansari, Dihang and
Tipaimukh with live storage of
5 million m3. In additton to
this India has identified a few
promising storage sites in Di-
hang (2 no.). Lohit (1 no.), Sa-

. bansari {1 no.) arngd Dia Bhareli

(1 no.}. Thepe sites were under
investigation.

The power generation pos-
sibilities of dams in India of
30.000 MW is doubtful. If
power generation of dams in
Nepal in the Ganges basin is
inciuded it may be possitile to
generate that much of power.
The hydropower potential of
Nepal as estimated by Nepal is
of the order of 36,600 MW.
Nepal has identilled 30 reser-
voir sites in Nepal of which
more effective sites in terms of
flow regujation are the Septa-
Kosi, Tamur-1. Sun Kosi,2,
Burhi-Gandaki. Marsuyandi.
Seti-1. Kali-Gandaki 1| and 2,
Andikhola, Mainachuli, Bag
mati, Bhalubang. Naumuri.
Pancheowar and all reservoirs
sites in the Karnali Basin. The
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dry season flow (December to
May) augmentation potential of
these reservoirs taken to-
gether will be about 4950
m3/sec which constitute
more than 170 per cent of the
present dry season flows of the
Ganges :

The total water holding ca-
pacities of 30 reservoirs In
Nepal has been estimated at
77 billilon m3. TFhese con
tribute about 6B per cent of
the total monscon flow (July to
September) "

India considered the po-
tential im Nepal as limited
which contradicis with the
studiep conducted by Nepal.
The Indian argument that the
storage in Nepal are 300 to
800 miles away from
Baagladesh will not of any bei-
efit to Bangladesh does not
hold good. India was eager to,
sign bilateral agreement with
Nepal on rivers of Nepal in
central and Western part

india is keen on diversion
ol 100,000 cusec of Brahmapu-
tra water to the Ganges on the
basis of 1972 IBRD report
which stated that "It has been
estimated that some 100000
cusec can probably be with-
drawn from the major rivers
without causing excessive
salinity intrusion on the lower
Meghna outlet”. Although the
IBRD report of 1992 has not
been accepted by the Govern-
ment of Bangladesh. India is
still harping en the issue. It
would have betier if GOB would
lormally reject the IBRD re-
port ol 1972 and call explana-
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of ndia's Farukka barrage.

tion of IBRD for the damage
done in suggesting some ficti-
tious studies of water diversion
without consideratien of
Ba interests. :

1989, there is no wa-

ter sharing agreemeni on the .

Ganges. India haf reduced the
flow of the Ganges to the min-
imum of 9000 cusecs in April,
1993. They have alsp closed
the dry season flow of 25-30
rivers coming from India.

Mr Majid-ul Haq, Irrigation
Minister of Bangladesh in his
statement to the Parliament
said recently that Indian au-
thorities have built various in-
frastructure like dams bar-
rages. cross-dams. control
structures. grayness and spurs

in 40 places on the upsircam

of 25 rtvers The Minister fur
ther stated that 105 thanas of
the Ganges bawnin laced severe
damage due to lack of irriga-
tion. reduction ol low moisture
and increase of salinity.

The waler resources Minis-
ter told in the Parliament that
the country suffered some Tk
113 billion in direct loss for

the unitateral withdrawal of

the Ganges water by India after
construction of the Farakka
barrage.

The drought of 1994 in
North Western part of
Bangladesh is not unusual due
io diversion of large quantity of
water of the Ganges, Teesta,
Dharla, Dhudhkumar and many
streams of that area.

The Government of Bangla-
desh forme&® a Task Force lo
prepare yecemmendation to
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India Plans to Withdraw Waters of
- the Ganges and the Brahmaputra

offset the adverse of
drought and a Tk 159.72 erore
special agriculture rehabili-
tatioh plan has been proposed
to held farmers to get relief
The report stated that 36
district have been affected by
the drought and 11.15 lakh
acres of bord cultivation land is
affected due to shortage of
water. The report stated that
83 per cent of the manual
tubewells, 21 per cent of low
lift pumps and 41 per cent of
the shallow tubewells in 36
district has been affected by
fall in the surface and ground
water® levels. The report
stated that the ground water
level has, dropped by 7-15
meter in the 32 drought af-

fected areas.
According Lo recent avail-

able inlormation regarding ir-
rigation equipments in the
country. there are 1 lakh 22
thousand pumpps oul of order

the business ol Bangladesh.
Regarding (he issue raised in
UN in 0786, Lhe facts are weil
known. Bangladesh agreed to
india’'s reguest to test run the
feeder canal of the Farakka
Barrage’ A memorandum of
understanding for 41 days
were signed for India 1o with-
draw 11000 to 16000 tusec
anly. The MOU expired on 31
May 1975. But indta centimused
o withdraw water unilaterally
for the dry season of 1976 and

1971. ;

During this period all at-
teinpts by Bapgladesh to dis-
cuss the issue with India fajled.
As a result Bangladesh was
compelled to go to UN in
1976. According to the con-
sensus staletnent. dialogue
between Bangladesh and India
resumed and -Ganges Water
Agreement was signed in 1997
for 5 years. The agreement was
replaced by MOU in 1981 for 2
years and again extension for 3
years alter a gap of one vear.

Since 1989 there is no wa-
ter sharing agréement with
India. India was reluctant to
give second extension. The
matter had to be brought teo
the two heads of governments
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of which 65 thousand are low
it pumps. 50 thousand shal-
low tubewells and 7 (housand
deep tubewells. In northern
districts ondy 4 thousand low
lift pumps out of. 12 thousand,
24 thousand shallow tubewells
oul of 48,932 and 7 thousand
deep tubewells out of 9,500
lexcluding Barendra Project)
are in operation,

The Prime Minister of India
gave repeated assurance of a
fair share of Ganges and other
rivers. The Prime Minister of
Bangladesh and India met in
May 1992 It iIs unusual for the
Prime Minister of India not to
keep his solemn promises
made repeatedly in public. -

It is however unusual that
Mr Srinivasan, Indian foreign
secretarv's statement that

* Bangladesh is using Farakka to
solve her internal problems.

Mr Srinivasan was posted in
Dhaka as High Commissioner
and well aware of the grave is-
sue¢ ol the unilateral with-
drawal of water,
Bangladesh did right or wrong
in .raising the issue to UN is

Whether .
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for v 3 vear extension. Since
1989, numerous efforts by
Bangladesh to discuss the mat-
ter lor solution have tafled. The
Prime Minister ol India and
Indian Ministers who visited
Bangladesh time and again ex-
pressed their pledge for solv-
ing Lhe water sharing problem,
It is unfortunate that India
thinks that Bangladesh is using
Farakka as a political issue.
The - water sharing problem
can only be solved by high po-
litical leadership of the two
countries. The recent Indian

- perspective plan of which the

Prime Minister of India is a
party cannot be viewed by
Bangladesh as a friendly act. It
is bigh time Bangladesh
should review and reassess
their future relationship with
india. It is expected that good
sense will prevail among
politicians of both the coun-
tries for solving the irritants as
early as possible. Time is run-
ning out. ;
The writer (s the former
Chairman. Bangladesh Water
Development Board.

Sagdiin Silk

S . TRETCHES of open

green grass and tiny
huts with half-naked

urchins jumping in. glee, are
common sights when one
proceeds to Miapur village, in
the Charghat area of Rajshahi
district: In the somnolent at-
miosphere of Miapur village, for
a person who has gone to col-
lect daia is ain ordeal, because
every case that one comes
across is a tale of tragedy, hor-
ror and unending tears.

Like Mmost villages in
Bangladesh, woinen in Miapur

. lead a very tough life, living day
- to day almost from hand to

mouth, Midpur village offers no

skilled “ trade openings to

women whereby they may at-
tain economic solvency.
Angura Khatun is twenty-

live years old and comes from"
* a family of seven sisters and

one brother,

Naturally Angura's father.
Fayen Shaikh. and’ mother
Nomajan. could hardly afford
Lo give her proper education in

| the {rue sense of the term.

" thus Angura's life was not at-all
 happy and to make things
- worse she pgot married to a

poor day labourer called Alj

| Hussain Miah. N

It is a fact of history that
history repeats itself and
tragedy in its many faceted
“hues and contours faced An-
gura In her married life.

Her husband a day labourer
could hardly earn enough to
support himself and the wife,

whom she gave birth. With all
the probléms
faced, she still managed to
study up to Class V. Having the
basic elements of literacy in-
culcated jn her, Angura natu-
rally wanted to educate her
three sons. Thus began An-

gura's search for solvency. But
did, she see a ray of hope
around Miapur? Nothing really
substantial to talk about.

No organisation ever ex-
isted in Miapur, that could of-
fer gairtful employment to the
women living under subsis-
tence level. Angura's me
oliers records ef a hoodwink-
ing group of young men whe
visited Miapur and assured
them of happrer days ahead.

unsavoury group collected the

Thiead | R?éling and Spinning

formulated
Women's Development Society,

leave alone the three sons to °

that Angura’

The women in the village of- , .
fered Tk 30.00 per month to '
this group of young men. 'l"lurJ ,

< A Case Study
mouney for three months and
then vanished. The WoInen in-
cluding Angura remained disil-
lusioned! .
But a ray of hope dawned
when the teamr of experts from

the ILO/WAD project "Tech- -

nologies for Rural Employment
with Special Reference, to
Women" visited Miapur and
the -‘Miapur

of which Angura became a
member. The team seemed .to
speak logically and somehow
when the experts organised
the women into ‘technology
based’ groups, belief and trust
seemed to occupy an indelible
corner in their minds.

Angura could now hope to
educated her children beyond
the primary level. She would
be able to do more now and
comMribute to her family's sol-
vency. Until the project team
visited the place, Angura could

not think of earning in any -

other way, ‘except stitching,
through which she earned
about Tk 150.00 per month. Of
course, Angura stitched on her
neighbour's machine, because
she has no machine of her
With the advent of the
ILO/WAD project. Angura's life-
style changed. Angura now is a
different person. She attends
weekly meetings regularly and

. contributes savings to the
group s common fund. She is

-

Algura — spiwing her Wy to

ow an active and responsible
member of the silk thread.
spinning and reeling group. |
Under the auspices of the
ILO/WAD project Angura un-
derwent a month-long training -
in "Silk Thread Reeling and
Spinning” at'the "Bangladesh
Sericulture Research -and
Training Institute™ during
1991, -
Angura says that though
women in the area had never
been trained in the above men-
tioned trade, yet social taboos
and norms are no longer a
constraint that can hamper
women's progress. The elderly
people have no objection to
their daughters taking training
in professional and skilled
trades. She feels that such a
skill development training is
essential to master the art of

silk thread reeling and spin-

ning. . :

The mist has cleared and
the sky appears bluer to An-
gura. By working eight hours a

~day, on silk thread spinning

and reeling. T
- Angura expects to earn al

- miost Tk "1,000.00 per month |
which will certainly make her

solvent very quickly. In addi-
tion to this job, Angura also
hopes to engage heér leisure
hours in subsidiary economic °
activities like apiculture, poul-

_ 1l:tlr*_l,r rearing and kitchen gar-

~— from an ILO (Internatio-
nal Labour Organisation) report
on  "Technologies for Rural
Women.”
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~Tent City Protesters

Mo

« Thousands of protesters waving

re Aid and Less Guns

Press for

banners and living in

tents in 30

Spanish cities have succeeded in putting the spotlight on the country's
poor record on international aid. The government, reports Gemini

News Service, is having to take note
gramme is too small, too military and t

HEY could not be mi-
ssed: 700 tents La
Castellana, the wide
boulevard that divides the
Spanish capital, clustered in

front of the grey concrete of -

the Ministry of Economics
and Public Finance,

Seven thoysands Spahiards
from across the political
spectrum slept in the tents
for more than two months. "
The scene was repeated in 30
cities across the country,
making it the country's

biggest mass protest in the

past decade.

Black and red banners
fluttered along Madrid's ele-
gant avenue of our-star hotels
and - government ministries
demanding "No more Rwa-
ndas”" and the endlessly-
repeated motif "O.7 NOW," a

_reference to the 1970 United

Nations resolution calling on
industrialised countries to
contribute 0.7 per cent of
their gross national produce
(GNP) as aid to developing
couniriés. : }

The Madrid tents packed

| up in late November, but the

over-all - campaign continues
until the December 28 deliv-

ery of Spain's national budget.

€ protesters are p:raﬂn;.
lalist

-

administration to become the

fifth government in the world

to meet the UN target, follow-
ing Denmark, Norway, Swe-

den, and the Netherlands.

Last year, Spain's contribu-
tion was only 0.27 per cent of
its GNP — and much of that
aid went to parchase Spanish
military equipment.

. Most Western countries
quietly ignere the target.
Many are cutting back aid
programmes, arguing that
private investment is the key
to development, not aid. But
despite a deep recession and

unemplaymmtl running at al-
most 20 per cent, the
Spanish government is paying

. close attention to the cam-

paigners and has started to
make some promises that it -
will contribute between 0.35
per cent of GNP for aid In
1995, and 0.7 per cent in
1996. : +

Says sociologist Carlos
Gomez, spokesperson for the
Research Centre for Peacea
Madrid-based non-govern-
mental organisation; "This has
been the most important mo-
bilisation of Spaniards since
the demonstration against
NATO |[the main Western
military alliance] ten years
We're not tatking about ene
group of people, but about
most of the country.”

» TV and radio pro-
vided daily coverage of the
demonstrations that brought
25,000 students onto the
streets, and the gradual en-
croachment of tents onto city

Powerful
ety have voiced their support:
,the Archbishop of Madrid, ‘the
three major workers unions,
and even the right-wing op-

- Says Pablo Oses, one of the
leaders of "O.7 NOW": "If we
are going to eradicate hunger,
a great deal is going to have to
change. UP to now, Spain's
contributions to bilateral de-
velopment have been abso-
lutely useless. Eighty per cent
of what we call bilateral aid
has been a big hoax."

A review of the programme
by the Paris-based Committee
for Development Aid (DAC),
which groups industrialised
country aild-donors, sald Spain
had the most commercially
oriented of all ald pro-
grammes and ranked second

sections of soci-

of criticisms that the aid pro-
0o commercial. .

place in terms of the harsh-

ness of its conditions.
Gomez, who has spent

three years investigating the
FAD programme, says: "The
government has systematically
denied everybody any infor-
mation on FAD, including
MPs. Now I've finished my re-
search, | entirely understand

. why.” , The reason, he says, is

link between FAD credits and
military exports.
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T the turning point of
A the cenitury, Bangla -
desh is passing the
most crudible period in its
agricultural development.

Agricultural production apd
productivity is not able lo meet
the couniry’s demand in a sus-
tainable way. The quality of the
main twe agricuMural re-
sources (e land and water is
deteriorating day by day at an
alarming rate. The exploitation

of environments and national
resources orcuwrring in various
forms. and dimensions cause
seTious threal w the exisience
of growing populations. Diver-
sification of agriculture as well
as crop diversification could be
an appropriate approach to
overcome Lhe situation. Soy

bean is probably the most suit

able crop for this purpose. Not
unlikely. the crop Is being
considered as “"Post Green
Revolution” crop and is under
conlinuous expansion. espe-
Cially in nontraditional coun-
irtes. More than BO couniries
are now planting soybean. Soy-
begn is the most fost effective

calorie per unit of resource in-
vested On a dry weight basis.
it produces almost five times
mere protein than cereals (and
twice that of other pulses).
The soybean. with its many
products. is one of the most
versatile plant known to peo
ple. science and industry. Soy-
bean contains in ifs dry state
approximately 40-45% protein
iwith a high propertion of ly-
sine), 20-25% quality oil (with
a high proportion of linoleic
acidl. 34% carbohydrate and
5% ash and Is considered to be
a major feod source for the fu-
ture ’

Sovbean supplies one-fourth
of the world's fats and oils.
about two-thirds of the world's
proiein conceuntrate for animal
leeds and (hree fourth's of the

world trade in high proteins
meals. It occupies first place in
both oil and proteins con-

sumption in the world. Soy-
bean oil is the most important
cooking oil. Soybean oil con:
tains from 80 to 85% unsatu-

keen blood cholesterel levels
at a healthy low. Soybean meal
that remains after oil extrac-
tion. the leaf, stetn and residue
of the soybean are good feed-
stuffs. World soybean produc-
Hon in 1993-94 is forecast at

L1]1.8 nillion mewic Lons.
Some Asian countries over the
decade’ 1982-92. have in-

creased their productiont by as
much as 22 per cent in the
case of Cambodia, 15.1 gc%'
cent in Indonesia. 12 per cént’
in Nepal and 15.4 per cent in
Thailand. The average growth
rate in the region overall was
3.5 per cent for the decade. In
India, area under Soybean in-
creased from 26500 ha in
1971-72 to 2.5 million ha in
1991-92. Production similarly
grew from 0.01 million to 2.35
million tons over this period.
At the same time, they are ex-
panding their oill-extracting
capacity by developing low cost'
extracting machines. -

' The average yield of soybean
is the biggest in Italy (3.58

| kg/ha) and then USA (2.53

kg/ha) and. Argentina (2.32
t/ha) but in Asia it is only 1.20
t/ha. :

Soybean. can be used in
about 100 products. In addi-
tion to the food and feed in-
dustries, soybean oils are em-
ployed in the manufacture of
soap, paint, resin and drying
oils. Recently, there have been
factories to sulfurize soybean
oil to synthesize varnishes for
paper, enamels, inks and-
stains,

Soybean meal, by-product of
oil crashing, is another com-

modity ' actively traded in the
world markets. Soy meal pos-

rated [aty acid, which tend tos

crop to combine protein and °

sesses high dietary protein
eonient and has become a vital
leed component. The global
demand for sovbean meal for
1993- 1994 is forecast at about
108 million toms which is
about 14 million tons higher
than that is 1987-1988.

'n spite of immense value of
the crop, Soybean has not re-
ceived proper attention in
Bangladesh due to certain limi-
tations as planting area is rela-
tively limited because of popu-
lation pressure. Moreover,
Soybean seeds contain three
lipoxygenase isoenzymes L-1.
L-2 and L-3 which are respon-
sible for beany flavar and bitier
taste.

The greatness of soybean is

C
Soybean Feeds the World

by Dr Subash Dasgupta

that it makes the soil riches,

thereby raising the productiv-
ity of the next crop as well as
facilitating next crop rotation.
Bangladesh soil suffers seri-
ously in the deficiencies of ni-
trogen fertilizer and govern-
mMents subsidy supports has
been withdrawn since 1992
As a result, the price of nitro-
gen fertilizer has gone up

promotion of soybean cultiva-
tion is a crying need of the
time because soybean can fix
biological nitrogen from the
atmosphere very effectively.
Soybean can gréow in
Bangladesh round the year and
almost all kind of sofls ase
suitable [or this crop. Seybean
cultivation makes the soil less
poor than other crops though
it depends on crop rotation.
Existing socio-economic
conditions of the allow farmers
lo grow soybean as a sole crop
Or as an intercrop with other
crops. Four high yielding vari
ety namely Bragg Devis, Pb-1
and G-2 have been recom-
mended for commercial culti-
vation throughout the country.
Several cropping patlerns hav-
ing soybean as a eomponent
crop have been recommended,
tor practicing In the (armers
fields. Some. other technolo-
gles such as varielles suitable
for early and late ‘plantings.
inoculant strains, no-till soy-
bean cultivation,’ relay crop-
ping with paddy. soybean-
maize and soybean-Aus paddy
intercropping. fertilizer rec:
ommendations and seed stor-
age techniques have been de-
veloped and awaiting dissemi-
nation. For establishing this
crop in a sustainable manner
we need proper government.
policy towards increasing the
both productivity and acreage
under this crop and govern-
ment should take all measures
lo establish this crop as a
source of oil as well as vegeta-
bles. Recent advancement in
bio-technology, *soybean
heterosis and in developing
varieties lacking beany flavor
and bitter taste give ample
scope to promote soVbean in
the country. A strong country-
wide technology transfer pro-
gramme supported by inputs
and credits with the help of
private sectors including NGOs
could help lot in the effort. We
should remember that soybean
has tremendous potential for
alleviating protein caloric mal-
nutrition in cereal based
Bangladeshi diets. :
The crop has been ne-
glected in our country since

long. Time has come to give

due attention to this crop as
the soybean has diversified
uses. Government should - pro-
vide necessary supports to in-
crease acreage under this crop
as well as production per
hectare. f

The writer is Principal Sci-
entific Officer, Technology
Transfer & Monitoring Unit,
Bangladesh Agricultural Re-
search Council, Dhaka.
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Sm;illfAttempts have Changed My Life

Bedana, 35, a member of Chandan Para Landless
Women's Group (ASA) Sreepur, Gazipur, states her

case of achieving gradual development

. » : .

: husband's (afi oily '
M;ealer vendor) income
proved insufficient for

bringing wup our four children
(2 boys and 2 girls). Gradually,
the condition of our family was
going from bad to worse as
the’children were gréwing up

and demands increasing. In

such i situation -my first son
fell 1ll. After suffering from
feverfor twé months one of his
Jegs. became numbed. Also
the famtlg expenditure rose
considerably ‘alL that time as
the other children had already
started schooling

But we ditd not have any ex-
ira inconie. Hence, | thought
of starting a business. There
was a rich man's house adja
cent tp ours. | was badly re
buffed by one of the women of
that house as | requestied her
to lered me Tk 500/-. In such a
state of utier sorrow | came to
know about ASA Landless
Women's Group. One day a
worker of ASA (C.O) talked to

=
=
]

us and advised us to be orga-
nized. From that day my in-

volvement with the group
started.
In 1990 ! received a loan of

Tk 1,000 With that I bought a
pair of goats at Tk 500/- and
also started a mini poultry. At
the end of the credit year
there was not a single paisa in
my hand except the goats and
some chickens. The children
ate a few eggs and hens and
that is all. In the next term (in
‘D1) Tk 2.000/ was issued in
my favour., With that | bought a
call and sold it during the Eid
festival at Tk 3.000/-. In the
same year the goats gave birth
to two pairs ol kids which
were sold in the (ollowing year
('92). A portion of that money [
spent for Eid And it was after
a long gap that we enjoyed the
Eid festival!

Again 1 92 Tk 4.000
came (o me as ceedit. This
Ume a small grocer s shop was

sel up with that money. Now, |
myself operate the shop. Dur-
ing day time my first son helps
me in this. Sometimes, | take
help of my younger son and
daughter for calculating,
although | learnt a bit of it in
the development education
class. The shop is running
well. On an average, the daily
sale is around Tk 100 to Tk
150. | am repaying the instal-
ments from the income of the
shop. | am optimistic of its fur-

ther development. Two of my
children are school going
(both of them in class V). Our
family expenditure has in
creased. But that is for the
better quality of life. Un-
wanted diseases are now far
away from my family Attending
the development education
class has raised my awareness
ol health, nutrition and enwvi
ronment to a great extent. |
have accepted family planning
also. My social statys has been
upgraded considerably | want
continue with the ecredit
VEAls

Lo
programme for several

more - till a stable position is
confirtned | belleve. 10 sus
tain, development comes
grachually

——




