BOMBAY . Feb 2
Indian skipper
Mohamuned Azha-
ruddin Tetorted
angrily today to
Sir Richard Had-
disparaging remarks

lev =
about the Indian team and said
‘A man of his calibre should
not say such things.” reports

PTI1.
Azhar. who arrived here to-

day. was reacting to the one-

SIR RICHARD HADLEE

time weorld - Test howling
rerncd Lholder's conunents ina
newspaper column in New
Zealand that 'India cannot win

abroad. India’'s home wins have

no signilicance.” after India

had lost their first two
maiches in the gquadrangular
series Down Under to the
home team and South Africa
and were eliminated from the
tournament.

Azhar pointed out that, "it
(Hadlee's criticism) applied to
New Zealand also. They have
won nothing outside ‘their
country. At Jeast we have won
the World €up (1983) and the
Benson and Hedges World
Championship (1984) besides
other tournaments. We have
also wom some series outside
India. '

"His comments are very

tisappointing.” Azhar told re- |

porters on arriving here from
Aew Aoalbuaud via Simncapore
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aﬂ'-nng win for ﬁolyﬁeld

LAS VEGAS, Feb
25: Former world
heavyweight cha-
mpion Evander
. Holyfield recei-

.-+ ved a split de-
cision on Friddy in his battle to
end his medical suspension
and. [ight again, reports
Reuter.

The Nevada state athletic
commission, which regulates
boxing in the state, lifted its
medical suspension of Holy-
field. clearing the way for
other states to allow him te
fight again, but it did not rule
on whether he could fight in
Nevada. .

The commission issued its
medical suspension when
Holyfield was hospitalized im-

'ITl;ai Fretﬂ.lTI.I_S
IBF crown

- BANGKOK, Feb 25: Thai-
land’'s Rattanapol Sor Vorapin
unleashed his powerful lefts

Saturday to knock out Jerry .

Pahayahay of the Philippines
and retain his International
Boxing Federation mini-fly-
weight crown, reparts AP.

The scheduled 12-round
bout was over after 22 seconds
of the third round.

Fighting his ninth title de-
fense, the Thai caufiously
probed Pahayahay's defenses in
the opening round. then fired
several powerful lefts in the
second.

in the third. another of Rat-
tanapol's powerful lefis floored
the ninth-ranked challenger,
who stayed down for the count.

The 22-year-old Rattanapol
has held the IBF crown for the
past three years, while the
Filfpino was taking his first
crack at the title.

Sumo grand champion
Keiko Kono (R), a TV

Tokyo hotel yesterday. Their wedding will be held on May 29

Azhar hi

®
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When asked what went
wrong for India in the guad-
rangular tournament organised
le celebrate New Zealand's
crickelt centenary. the Indian
captain said, "Our batting failed
to click in the first two
matches. After A4 long time our
batting came unstuck.” .

His views about the batting
failure were shared by team
manager Ajit Wadekar.

"We batted badly. We just
could not get going and in a

short tournament like this the _

loss of the opening match put
tremendous pressure on us,”
the Indian skipper said.

When asked whether the
Indians would have liked to
have played more prgctice
games in New Zealand prior to
the tournament, Azhar said, "I
don't think so as we have all
been playing,” a view not
shared by Wadekar.

The Indian manager felt
that some more matches

. would have helped the Indians

get acelimatise better espe-
cially after the delayed flight
from India due to which the
team reached New Zealand 20
hors alter leaving the Indian
shotes, F 3

Rt:g;u'dhqi] the Indian shert-
comings in lelding. Azhar felt

that they were the same as be-
fore while Wadekar felt that a
lot of improvement ” was

- needed in this department.

‘It is not easy for players
who have reached this level to
improve much on pick-ups,
throw-ins and sliding stops.
They have to be inculcated at
school level. I am going to
make this point in my report,”
Wadekar pointed out.

. BCCI GETS SERIOUS

- Meanwhile another report
from Delhi added:.the Board of
Control for Cricket in India
(BCCH) has taken various steps
to revamp and ’‘strengthen’
domestic cricket. :

It a meeting of the board's
working committee here yes-
terday. its_secretary. Jagmohan
Dabhiva. tokd reporters that it
wonikd be obligatory for all Test
tricketers o play in all Ranji

Takanohana (L), 22, gives
presenter eight years older than himself, during a press conference at a

ts out at Hadlee

Trophy and other first class
maiches when they were not
busy playing for the country.
He said the previous re-
quirement of at least two
matches had been done away
with and non-playing in a do-
mestic level match would have
to have 'valid reasons' certified
by the ccncerned state assgcia-

“tion. And only the board presi-

dent would have the power to
grani exemption after that.

AZHARUDDILS

This step. Daliniva said, was
not a vindictive one but part of
an effort to strengthen the
game at the domestic level,

Other steps include the in-

~‘sistence on the avalilability of

proper infra-structural facili-
ties before holding a Raniji
Trophy or other first_class
.match at a particular venue.
He said the board's policy
was not against taking the

game to various parts of the

coumtry, it was to ensure that

proper facilities were available .

for holding matches.

In this connection, the
board secretary said all state
associations would be expected
to have pfoper ground covers
and rollers by May 31 latest
and the board would subsidise
75 per cent of the cost.

Another step was the intro-
duction from this year of new
day/night tournament which
aims al providing a sufficient
depth oF talent from which the
Batiorial tearn coan be =t lected.

mediately after he lost by de-
cision to Michael Moorer here
last April 22. Helyfield retired
four days later after he was di-
agnosed as suffering from a
heart condition — a stiff left
ventricle. =

The commission did not
have the opportunity at its
monthly meeting to grant or
deny the 32-year-old Holyfleld
a licence to fight in Nevada be-
cause his request for a licence
was withdrawn in a letter from
his attorney. :

The medical suspension by
the commission, one of the
mosl  influential boxing regu--
latory bodies in Lhe world. had

EAR .

EVANDER HOLYFIELD

effectively prevented Holyfield
from being licenced through-
oul the United States.

" Holyfield's promoter, Main

Events Inec, plans for the
former champion to fight Ray
Mercer on May 20 in Atlantic
City, New Jersey. '
Dr Ellas Ghanem. one of the
five commissioners, on Friday

‘reiterated that he is not satis-

fied with medical data sup-
piied to the medical advisory
board by Holyfield's physicians.

"I have some unanswered
questions about Evander's
medical conditien.” said
Ghanem, the only commission

. member who is a physician.

The commission's vole to

lift the medical suspension on

Holyfield was 4-1 with Ghanem
dissenting.

A five-member medical
board that advises the com-
mission voted ' unanimously
earlier this year to relicence
Holyfield. \

Holyfield can reapply for a
licence to fight in Nevada by
requesting that the matter ap-
pear on the regulatory bedy's
monthly agenda.

But commission chairman
James Nave said he will not
consider placing such a re-
quest on the agenda until the
body "receives more informa-
tion and also the opportunity
lo speak with Dr Ron
Stevens.” Stevens is Holyfield's
physician. :

According to Ghanem.
Stevens told him in a recent
telephone conversation that
he could not discuss Holy-
field's medical condition. at-

_the fighter's request.

Holyfield, with a records of
30-2, was world heavyweight
champion from 1990 o 1992
when he lost to Riddick
Bowe.

Then in 1993 Holyfield beat
Bowe to capture the World
Boxing Association and Inter-
national Boxing Pederation

tle.

Bowe had relinquished the
World Boxing Council portion
to Lennox Lewis of Britain
who lost it to current cham
pion Oliver McCall. Moorer losi
the WBA and IBF portions to
current champ George Fore-
man.

of his engagement with

versions of the heavyweight ti- |

e

{ over the Iast

Sports Reporter

Defending champions Aba-
hani Krira Chakra ended their
Green Delta Insurance hockey
rleague campaign with a 2-0
win over Ajax Sporting Club in
one of the two matches billed
for the Hockey Stadium yes-
terday. "

Abahani, who lost their su-
per league opener against
arch-rivals Mohammedan
Sporting Club, will  now have
to wait for the outcome of to-
day's match between leaders
,Mohammedans and Dhaka

| Mariner Young's €lub to know

whether . they have any cham-
pionship hopes.

Mohammedans who are yet
to lose a match in their “previ-
ous 37 league éngagements
. four seasons,
need only a-point to clinch the
league Htl¥ [or the seventh
time when® they play Mariner
Youngs in- the last league
match. beginning frem 3 pm.

Zahid Hossain gave the
Dhanmondi outfit a 10th
minute lead yesterday from a
short corner before centre
forward Mahboob Harun dou-
bled the margin 18 minutes
into the second half,

| It was Abahani's fourth win

the six-team super league
while Ajax suffered their third

five league engagements.

In the other match of the
day, Usha Krira Chakra earned
a convincing 4-0 win over
lowly Sonali Bank.

The winners led the brea-
ther 3-0.

Irteza Qader, Rafiqul Islam,
Pakistani Asif Ahmed and

TODAY'S MATCH
ner Youngs Chub (3 pn)
China still
not sure

HONG KONG. Feh 25: China

will decide op June 1 whether
to hid for the 2004 Olvinpics,
thie !"T“II'II-I"'IF s tap sports otficial
said Livee. repuirts AFP,

Wel lizhioug  @eneral secre-
tary ot the Chinese Olvmpic
Comminee, wisv sand 1jo regal
latory action would be takend
tor banning C'hina s collrover-
stal swunmers trom e Taa
Pacitic Chawmpionships in At-

lauta in August because of drug
abuise, ;

Wei said the controversy
over Chifda being excluded
from the Swimming Champi-
onship by the United States,
Cahada and Australia would not
affect any planned bid for the
2004 -Games. -

Beijing was beaten by Syd-
ney for the 2000 Olympics and
Wei said the formal decision

Games would be announced on
June 1. Beijing is expected to
be rivaled By Cape Town.

The official, who is in Hong
Kong for a sports award cere-
mony Friday, criticised the
United Stales, Canada and Aus-
tralta for the Pan Pacific ban
saying. "they didnot act in the
spirit ol the Olympics.” .

The counlries acted on
mounting international suspi-
cions about drug taking hy
Chinese sportsmen after 11
athletes, including seven swi-
mmers, tested positive at the
Asian Games in Hiroshima,
Japan last October

In an interview with the
China-backed Wen Wei Po
newspaper. he said China did
not harbeur ill-feelings against

the countries. -_,

"China will not take any re-
taliatory artion against these
countries because it is not in
the spirit of the Qlympics.”
Wei commented,

Wel said., "There was no
damage done Lo China even
without participating in the
championships as it |s only an
invitational event.”

He said the United States
should "not over exaggerate ils
power,” adding the world gov-
erning body for swimming
FINA did not agree with the
arn.

| Japan to-submit |

bid to host -

2002 World Cup

TOKYO. Feb 25 Japan will
soon present its bid to host
the 2002 World Cup soccer fi-
nals to the International Foot-
ball Federation [FIFA), officials
of the Football Assoclation of
Japan said Saturday. reports
AP
" Junji Ogura. secretary-gen
eral of the association, will
present Japan's bid ofi Monday
to FIFA president Joao Have-
lange at his headquarters in
Zurich, they said.

He will also convoy a letier
from Prime Minister Tomiichi
Murayama in which the
‘Japanese leader promises to
work to prepare stadiums.
transportation and communi-
cations facilities and meet
other conditions set by FIFA,
according to Kyodo News Ser-
vice.

Japan, Scrutl'; Korea and

Mexico are also competing to
bost the event. South Korea

— AFP photo | 1,4 aiready submitted its bid.

defeat on completion of .their | E

Rana Mujahid were the scorers
| for the winners.

Mﬁuh;ﬁumeﬂan SC vs Mari-

on a bid for the next available .

Hockey Stadium. Usha outplayed bankers by 4-0. ",

Action from .yesterday's Green Delta F-irst Division su
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'ST ALBANS, Eng-
M land, Feb 25: Fi-
.. ery French stri-
;. ker Eric Cantona
was on Friday ba-
nined from play-

“ing succer for seven months

and lined 10,000 sterling.
(15,900 dollars] by the English
Football Association for his
two-footed attack on a spec-

Jdator, reporis Reuter,

A three-man disciplinary
commitiee suspended the Ma-
nchester United player "from
all football activities” until Sep-
tember 30 after finding him
guilty of bringing the game
into disrepute. : |
. Cantona told the committee
he was deeply sorry for last

month's attack on a Crystal - .

J. — o L e g iz il A
per league encounter between Usha KC and Sonali Bank at the
| — Star photo

arms [olded and said hothing

after Lthe verdict was announ-

ced at a ‘news conference.

Manchester United manager

Alex Ferguson was egually reti-

cent but the club’'s lawyer said ¥
he thought the ban was a "bit

harsh." : :

Fhe ban goes beyund the
measures taken by Manchester

United who told the former

French captain in January he
could not play for the club
again this season. The Premier
league champions also fined
him two weeks' wages—"
20,000 pounds (31.800 dol-
lars). -

The FA fine was the equiva-
lent of a week's wages for Can-
lona. whose career has been

I"slace fan that was seen by - bedevilled by clashes with
nullions on televisidn. authority
e sal stonv-laged with his I dont think he got off

- Ll .,
e O e e
Fa R

French soccer star Eric Cantona sits under ‘the emblem of
the English Football Association while attending a press
conference after his hearing with the FA in a hetel on Feb.
24. Cantona received a six-month ban from playing and a

el hﬂulﬂﬂ DOUnc

— AFP photo

CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer

ACROSS 41 Plague
1 Dandy 43 Blow from
4 Sartorial a whip
woes 44 Section of
8 Goldbrick LA?
12 Mimic 46 Bach
13 State for played one
sure 50 Cotton
14 Capri, pile fabric
for one 58 Story
15 Zuider 56 Lotion
follower additive
16 17th- 57 "A Death
century in the
Spanish Family*
painter author
18 Chou — 58 Altar
20 Whom affirmation

Uncle Sam 58 Asparagus 11 Shriner's

wanted

servings chapeau
21 Cartoon- 60 WQWI 17 Wildiife

ist’s supply

24 De- 81 Proscrip-

squeaked Solution time: 28 mins.

28 Mere wish,

jon

|

tion park

EOMEOLDGEN 0E0
FIE[EISINT[ 1 IN[NIY
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e 48 Vlrdniqm::rh
49 Night light
50 Cistern

51 Student of

31 Down

52 Prune

| 853 Concelt
54 Sushi

candidate

Manchester

Hghtly. His particular sin was
going into the spectator's
area.” FA chiefl executive Gra-
ha.rg Kelly said afterwards.
antona jumped into the
crowd with both feet flying,
after a spectator ran down tp
the touchline te abuse him
when he was sent off for a foul
English- soccer has been tar-
nished by crowd violence, alle-
gations of bribery and drugs
problems this season.
Police on Tuesday charged
the former French captain
with common assault. He is to
appear in court on Marcly 23,
The Football Assoclation,
announcing its ban. said it had
taken accbunt of a number of
factors— Cantona's previous
record, the provocation he
faced from the fan. his expres-

sion of regrel and assurances

of good behaviour in future.
"We are concerned about
the increasing level of abuse
lhal leotballers seem to have to
suffer— we dou t think it is ac-
ceptable. we don’t think it is
part of the game.,” Kelly said.
He considered Cantona's
apology sincere, "he has come

along today and has said there |

will be no repetition of this
sort of intident"T thiftk he
recognises the gravity (of it),"

afitona's French lawyer, Jean-

-«Jacques Bertrand, had said he

feared the star could receive a
permanent worldwide 'ban.

Neither the club for Cantona
will appea b&{g%nﬂﬁﬂ. %%‘am,

pions for the past two years,
were upset by the decision.

"l think it is a bit harsh,”
United lawyer'
Maurice Walkins said. He said
Cantona would.continue to be
paid by the club but would not .
receive any bonuses. \

- "He expressed his regret
deeply and sincerely,” Walkins
said of the disciplinary hear-

ing.
This is the second major
English soccer inquiry in two
days. On Thursday the Premier
league found sacked Arsenal
manager George Graham re-
ceivetl a "bung" (payment) of
425.500 pounds (677,300 dol-
lars) from an agent as a result
of his purchase of two Scandi-
navian players. -
It stopped short of saying
Graham had broken any regula-
tions- or of announcing any
sanctions on the manager,
sacked by Arsenal on Tuesday
after they were informed of its
Aindings. -

fines, bans Cantona |

-Princess Anne

. "DUBAI, Feb 25: Britain's
Princess Anne, her face cov-
ered with sand, finished 16th
in a gruelling horse race across
the desert sands of Arabia on
Friday, reports Reuter.

"It was her first experience
in such a desert race and the
princess thoroughly enjoyet! i
_despite cold winds," -said o1e
of her aides. "She felt preity
comfortable.” .

The princess, wearing . .
scarve to protect her face, se!
off for the 35 km' (21 mile)
desert challenge endurance
ride in the United Arab Emi-
rates with Dubai's Crewn
Prince Sheikh Mohammad biug
Rashid Al-Maktoum. one of the

world's leading racehorse
owner-breeders, and 31 other
participants. ' '

The daughter of Britain's
Queen Elizabeth showed little
signs of fatigue and was joking
with her aides after the race,
which lasted more than an
hour under unusudlly cloddy
skies, winds- and in tempera-
tures of 25 Celsius e?'?'
Fahrenheit). ¥

‘The princess., who Had ar
rived in the UAE late bn

‘Wednesday on a private visit

was among seven women tak-
ing part in the race. She rode
?'_Ele of Sheikh Mohammad's

Sheikh Mohammad with-
drew just before the finish and

-one of his daughters finished

-the race for = e

US beat
Denmark 7-0

WINTER PARK, Florida, Feb
25: Michaelle Akers had three
goals and one assist Friday as
the US women's soccer team
defeated Denmark 7-0, reports
AP,
L% .
Mia Hamm added two goals
and two assists for the United
States, who outshot Denmark
15-4. :

Denmark played without -
their leading scorer and cap-
tain, defender Bonny Madsen,
who broke her leg last week.

The game was one of a
series of international exhibi-
tions the United States will
play in preparation for the
1995 Women's World Cup,

scheduled for June in Sweden.
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CRYPTOQUIP

V R H E

FVIJNX-QFBETFE

“GIL X10,
Yesterday’s Cryptoq
IDEA OF GOING SKIING |

L FBETFL N 1
D URFHN
QBUG FLRDE"

ulp: THE OFTEN-DISCUSSED

ALASKA LEFT US COLD.

Today's Cryptoquip clue: G equals F
The Cryptoquip Is a substitution cipher in which on

letter stands for another. If

you think that X equals O, 11

will equal O throughout the puzzle. Single letters, short
words and words using an apostrophe give you clues to
locating vowels. Solution is by trial and error.



