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Karl-Gerd Meyer, who is
on an Asian tour for a
year, writes to the Daily

" Star about his experiences
in Bangladesh.

EAR “emini: Perhaps
vou remember, we met
on rocket steamer Gazi

on its way from Dhaka to
Khulna and talked sometime
about travel and tourism in
. Bangladesh. | made up my
mind to write some lines.
Perhaps you ean use these
ideas and views of a German
tourists. .

Let me start with a few
words about ideas connected
with Bangladesh in Germany.
Primarily. the country is at-
lributed only minor impor-
tance. It appears, in mass me-
dia almost only as a source of
report about catastrophes:
floods, cyclanes, and their
consequences, Even school
books tocus on natural disas-
{ers. But they also mention
that Bangladesh is a courrtry of.
- low labor costs, making it at-
Aractive as a work base for in-
dustrialized states. ,

" There is hardly any knowl-
edge about your working agri-
culture and the remarkably
well-developed and maintained
« Infrastructure (transport. com-
“munication, energy, water,
‘€étc.) So | was curious If this
one-sided view gave a fair pic-
“ture,

‘There is nuthing in

£urope comparable to

‘rickshaws which you
_find all over Btmgla
desh. :
= When. deciding to travel 3-4
. weeks in Bangladesh, | did not
*have in mind a sight-seeing
tour (as in India), or special
- activities (as in Nepal), but |
just wanted to find out under
which conditions it would be
ble to ac:f:xperience
adesh. In contrast to the
other countries | mentioned. I
had no concrete ideas about
possibilities and difficulties
aiting me (despite reading

e Lonely Planet Guide:
" Bangladesh) .

Before [ollowing my
Ithu:rar:,r here are some gen-
,eral comments concerning the
dfganisaﬂnn of my Bangl.adeshl

A Trnm-t. I fnund organiz-
19; transport astonishingly

l:hsy In contrast to Germany,
+.¥ou have a well-developed sys-
~tem of long-distance buses,
ﬂh]ch run frequently and are
mrnnﬂy cheap by European
Standards. Whereas nearly all
madaar:tngmd repair or un-
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der construction. the buses
theinselves do not fulfil all the
traveler s wishes. This is un-
derstandable. considering your
economic stuation.

| also tried a domestic flight
(Rajshahi to Dhaka) and long-
distance rail transport (Dhaka
10 Sylhet. and Sylhet to Chit
tagong) (quite comfortable,

quality. | tried nearly

of hotels [frum Tﬁa Tﬂ to
Taka 1200) . What was com-
mon (o practically all places:
they were clean .- and noisy.
Also, the expensive hotels
should be of higher quality: the
service standards there are
qui behind international

standard. In some places, you

#

First Class tickets, so I don't
know about the other classes.
You travelled on the Gazi

steamer yourself, so I'll give a .

very short comment: excellent!
There is nothing in Europe
comparable to rickshaws,

which you find all over '

Bangladesh. | see it as an ex-
tremely affordable transport
that limits pollution {exhaust,
noise). | avoided city buses: too
hectic and too crowded. Well.
you cannot hide that
Bangladesh is an extremely
densely populated country.
Wherever you go, there are
crowds and crowds of people,
something (some) Europeans
need some time to get used to.
Accommodation: As with
lransporl. accommodation is:
quite easy to find. There are
really great -differences of

Paharpur Buddhist Monastery. Rujshahi
. Let me add that | could afford

=

people. This was my most pos-
itive experience in the coun-
try. specially compared to
Nepal. which is very frustrat-
ing in this respect.

The Guide Book:
itinerary was based on the
Lonely Planet Guide: Bangla-
desh. Written for backpackers.
it has no caolor prints or

My

OO Many surprises or lmprfwi

sations. even when on vacation.

Bogra: The town itsell was
of Httle interest (o me,
although it wa% my first im
pression of a rickshaw town,
extraordinary for a European

who is used to traffic jams n
towns. [l is a good place 1o see
the rmins ol M, hasthangarh

B e
Ry

© Hnd slate-run hotels. liké tht.

Parjatan chain. They were

quite good, CCI!IPII‘H.‘IHIII'H“II

for exampie.

[ was only nltahtly di-np—

- pointed by your. holiday resort

in Cox's Bazar. [ felta

lack of initiative thme 10 sat-

isly tourist demands. A

resort should offer some at-
tractive resiaurants. There is
nothing in Cox's Bazar. It is
certainly my personal pudi
lection that | favor Chinese
food in South Asia, in all th:
countries | mentioned.

Helpfulness: Concluding my

. remarks about organjsation, it
- was surprisingly easy to travel

without knowing Bengali,
There was always someone tu
help. Often I did not even have
Lo ask for assistance. Whenever
there seemed to be a problem,
there were friendly and hﬂpf ul

ﬂa .{Hﬂuﬁltma Yearly Iatlgrtmztge

HE

L
T well-known to almost

qﬂ:rybody The communication
between this region and Saudi
Arabia was bad early
“céntury. People used to tiavel
_‘_h ¢y passengers' ship from
ittagong to Jeddah to
perfurm hajj. Some of them
_cll sea-sick and had to
isembark. in Bombay. A
_number of them returned after
“the hajf period and claimed to
hajis. These were the much
taunted "Bombay Hajis"

i ‘Things have rhang&d over
mc years, Modern communi-

popular

weation systems have made the -

Journey easier and more com-
dortable. Once it took 15 to 20
days to reach Jeddah frein
"'Ehittaghng by ship. Now the
journey takes only four

_ uura -by aircrafl. In earlier
ays a small number of afﬂurnt

anecdote
about ‘Bombay Haiji' is

in this

.ONe s oOwlil.

by Asiuzzaman

elitess used to perform hajj, 'l\expcndilurc for hajj. This

but nowadays a large number
of Bangladeshis perform hajj
every year. *

Islarn has made performi
of hajj mandatory for those
who have the financial ability

to travel to Mecca. provided.
. that his family will not face any
‘hardship- till his returny

According to Islamic tenet
the- income meant for hajf
must be hard-earned and hon-
est.

Now on an average some
10,000 (ten thousand) male
and female from Bangladesh
perform' hajj every year,
although an agreement with
the Saudi $overnment allows a
total of one lakh 50 thousand
Bangladeshis to perform the
pilgrimage. One can go on gov-
ernment supervision or on
The government

has fixed Tk 83.815 as Lotal

~ that the

@FFJCM% TIR“}T "II‘@ CREATE A BRAC:

amount includes Tk 40000
plae lare, Tk 1,300 travel tax,
Tk 300 . terminal fees. Tk
16.000 house rent and other
 expenditures. Bangladesh au-
thorities have- already rented
houses for a:mmni(}danun for
3,323 persons in Mecca. Some
50 persons have been ap-
pointed and trained to help
‘the Bangladeshi pilgrims in
Saudi Arabia during the time of
hajj. Other formalities were
completed by the end of last
month.

Biman Bangladesh A;lrl:incs.
will operate about 60 special
flights to ferry the pilgrims.
But the Biman authorities have
yet to decide when the hajj
flights will start. Subject to
sighting of the -moon, this year
hajj will take place on May 8..

The Saudi Government un-

dertook special measures so
pilgrims perform
their annual ritual comfortably,

as -hundreds of thousands of

people pour into the hniy city
of Mecca and Madina. But nI-

most every year unfortunate
‘accidents claim lives of several

pilgrims, This usually happem
- because of- Unneces

{ and rush, " which cén . be
{ - avoid :fthepﬂgﬁmurm,m

HEN - Peter Vesa f irst
came to El’ m as
" a lourist, from Finland, -
hE~hm his wits about him'and -
was rt,'ﬂdy for the worst. It. i‘ll
1990 and the ‘country was
deep in civil war. '
His fears seemed juﬂh‘lﬁd
when, as he sat in the terrace
restaurant of the four-star
Sheraton in the capital San
Salvador. the silehce was
shattered by a small squadron
of helicopters which flew low
over the building and opened
fire on rebels below suspected

ol‘tahntaglnganﬁrhythctu-
cal plant.

The fighting cut the power
supply and provided holiday
snaps not untypical of the era
for the hotel's few guests.

Now 27-year-old Vesa is no

*Xieiided descriptions, just
practical and very _delailed
/hints. Planning the route. |
tried to avoid too many long-
di;tﬂhﬂ: tours. This is quite

- te.do in Bangladesh,

l:'h is not too wide

m-md to India or Pak-
. Besides some archaeo-

|

|.

- Americans brough

_logical and historical sites. |
mainly wanted (o' see the
[countryside, including your
huge water system. Finally |
followed this te: Siliguri,
India *Bngrn-guhai Dhaka-
Sylhet-Chittagong-Comilla-
Dhaka-Khulna-Calcutta.

| should underline that | am
not a typical German tourist,
who usually does not travel

longer tham 3-4 weeks at a

stretch and who prefers to
have things organized by a tour

— Bangladesh Package Tours

and Palarpur - beth definitely
worlh a visit. Unlortunately.
the opening times of site-mu-
seums scem to be fairly unpre-
dictable. There is some really
nice scenery, specially around
Paharpur. Tourists should
avoid the weekend, Thursday
and Friday, with its huge and
awfully noisy tourists. It is puz-
zling thyat these tourtsts arrive
in buses and feel obliged to
flood the surroundings with
noise. | dare say that Indian
music is hard to stand for any
friend of classical. folk or jazz
music.

Ragjshahi: The town [ liked

best, It is wide with a beautiful

riverside, and it is relatively
calm and quiel. Visiting Puthia
from1 here was one ol the most

ples in a muslim country is
amazing, and the village
around me seemed to be a
relic of former times. For many
Western tourists, this experi-
ence could be a major attrac-
uon You won't find any village
in Germany which doesn't look
like the 20th century.

Dhaka: Well. Dhaka is sim-
ply too big. too crowded. too
noisy. and too polluted to re-
ally enjoy it. Naturally. there
are fine spots: the fort, the

Rajshahi-The town I
liked best. It is wide
with a beautiful river-
side, and it is rela-
tively calm and quiet.
The collection of
Hindu Temples in
Muslim country is
amazing.......

river port. the old town with
some mosques, and the mar-
vellous national botanical gar-
den. Unfortunaiely, it takes a
long time to get to any of these
places. And not all tourists
shall feel safe at Sadarghat! For
me, the vast parks in town
were a slight disappointment,
they're not in good shape and a
bit bering. On the other hand,
in Dhaka you easily find the
complete Infrastructure to
completely organize your tour.
| highly recommend a tour to
Old Sonargacon. again a beauti-
lul place to simply walk
around.

. Sylhet: There is some very
dtiractive scenery around this

. On my request. | was in-
vited on a leng tour through all
of the long-established tea-

It was surprisingly
easy to travel without
knowing Bengali.
There was always
someone to help.
Often I did not even
have to ask for assis-
tance.

states, including a look at the
[actory and the company's
guesthouse - a view back to
colonial times. | was surprised
by the warm welcome and gen-
efosity of the management. |
think it is much harder, or
even impossible, to get a
guided tour in a German fac-

agency. Germans tend to be interesting day-trips [ imade, tory/company
perlectionists. and don't like  The collection of Hindu temn To be continued.. .....
HE sinelie channels in

I Bangladesh hayve made
travel shows \@ry Popu-
lar. It is very eniertaining to sil
in une's own livingroom and
lowr- the mystic sites of India
of. the vast open lands of
Australia. BTV itself used to air

.« show called Dekha Hoi Nai-

Chokkhu Melia (1 didn't open
my eyes to see] , which took
the viewer to amazing
historical sites in Bangladesh -
another show with
ratings.

« Bul | have never seen the
Sundarbans on |TV, the strik-
ingly beautiful tea gardens ol
Sylhet (so | have heard) . or
the longest beach in the worlkl
(our. very own Cox's Ba:zar] .
The Bangladeshi who has
never been to any of these
places can only try to picture
them through the descriptions
of other people, or at ‘best, still
pholographs. So how about a
program that. transports the
viewer, along with the vided
camera and crew, right to the

sites of |lundiscovered
Bangladésh?
We . could start with

Kuakata, a tourism site with
more notoriety. than fame. The
_experience 'of Kuakata is
difficult to' convey through
words, but a sun setting on TV
is sometimes just as vivid as in
- real life: The Sundarbans also

-only is there the Royal Bengal
Ltgar and masses of deer to

high

“{s an entire way of life - not -

. Travel Editor's

Note

Cameras to the Heart of Bangladesh

sce. but alsb the fishermen
who live there. the people who
survive by selling timber from
the trees. and countless other
very powerlul images that a

travel writer cannot convey to

the potential tourisl,

Will such
costly’? It shouldn't be, There
are many priviate travellers,
photographers. aiul even or-

a show be very

ganizations whoe have their own
footage of Sylhet, Chittagonyg.
and the Sundarbans. BTV could

even start by buying these pro-
grams. Will it be.popular? Yes,
ves. yes. A travel documentary
is an incredible luxury - no
viewer can resist the idea of
watching caplivating distant
sites lor no cost and no pain.
CW
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byﬂkhnlul"itzmh-ic SanSalvadur

Ianﬁ A tﬂun:t. but a member
n!' 1he manigem!rtt team at the
hﬂtei -which has been re-
named the El Salvador Hotel.

" He is also part of a new
wave of young Europeans and
t in to help
bring back scared-off travellers
and create an upturn in the
country's tourist economy — an
ambitious effort that the gov-
ernment-run tourist office

dreams will make El Salvador .

inta the new tropical paradise.

"Hotels try to bring young
pmpie--wlth experience from
abroad,” says Vesa. "There's a
lot of tourist operators coming

to the eountry to see what it
hll to offer. The country has
very nice beaches, but a lot of

people stIII have a scary im-
‘pression,

especially
Europe.”

To try and erase the coun-
try's death-squad image, the
tourism office has begun pro-
moting itself in Europe as a
tranquil land of beaches and
Pacific golden sunsets, via a
series of tourismm conventions
for the travel business.

The tourist drive was made
possible by the Peace Accord
signed by rebels and govern-
ment forces in 19092 afier 12
years of war. Then came
President Alfredo Cristiani's
declaration that he wanted to
make tourism a priority. All
this, coupled with relatively

in .,
what everybody has been wait-

and that's a good

- IEIIEAID IF‘(DIB TOURISM

peaceﬁ.ﬂ elections in 1994, hasg
sparked optimism about touri-
sSm prospects.

"I 'think it's going to be

ing for.,” says Jorge Martinez,
manager of San Salvador's
Tourist Information Office.
"We're all learning to speak
French,” he adds.

However, he acknowledges
El Salvador has a long way to
go before #t can compete with
Central America’s big tourist
draw, Costa Rica: "We're pro-

, meting the country, but not as
much as we should. We're not

quite ready yet. We're at peace
beginning.”
Since the end of hostilities,
the tourist industry has
recorded an upturn of 35-40
per cent. inecluding a large

9 : North
America’s Internatdonal Aviation and Aerospace Tradeshow
will continue its pattern of growth into the 1995 event.
following the success of Airshow Canada '93. It had attracted
over 500 exhibitors from 20 nations. Airshow Canada '95 will
build upon its mternational support to expand the scope of its
exhibitors and professional visitors when it opens on August.
this vear. For 1995 Canada has joined FOI'!‘:EI with the
( onadian Business Aircraft Association [CBAA).

he International Business Aviation (IBAC) will hl:lid its 1995
Government Board Meeting at this show and other events will
be held 1o corperate aviation manufacturers. operators and
scrvice providers — Menitor

Schiphol, the best European airport :
Amsterdam airport. Sciphol. has been voted best European
airport by "Business Traveller” magazine for the eleventh year
running. Readers also ranked its tax-free shopping center the
best in the world. The airport itself was rated second best in
the "World" category. — Montitor

Malaysian Airlines Aims High Flying :
Tajmidm Ramil. The Malaysian entrepreneur and Chairman of
Malaysian Airlines (MAS). says that MAS aims at

MAS i a global company. MAS has recently reported its

resulis through a controversial highly leveraged US $702m
deal. He warns that if changes are not about soon it

may go the same way as PanAm, the US airline that went
bankrupt in 1991. Mowever. recent results indicate that

better times are on the way. — Monitor
River-cruise and by Guide : me
Guide Tours Lid. can arrange half-day sight seeing tour every
Saturday. Sunday and Tuesday and om other days with at

least four adults. Normally this tour is in theé morning and
lasts for 3-4 hours. The tour is restricted within the city area
only and includes visit to the Shadarghat. Nawab's Palace,
Lalbagh Fort, Star Mosgue. Armenian Church and many other
important sights in Dhaka. This trip. which is taken on
rickshaw. can also be arranged for ane or two persons.

— Hmunr

Middle East Airlines has $15m loss : Middie

East Airlines (MEA) recently reported a $15 million luss in
Lthe year 1994 afler breaking even in 1993 for the first time
in ten years. The transport minister, Omar Miskawi. opposed
a proposed $100 million government loan to meodernize
MEA's 14-plane [leet. — Monitor

STOL : privately initiated STOL (Short take-off and land-
ing), the domeslic air. service which is in its preparation '
phase (b start its services has officially asked RAJUK net to
approve plans for multi-storied buildings in different parts of
the eapital. | i

Sources in the RAJUK confirmed that the civil aviation au-

thority has specified sites where multi-storied structures
mnmthcrﬂuﬂhnmuumeyﬂemmepﬂhnﬂheplmmd
service,

STOL plans to use the old airport to start its domestic ser-
vices In the country.

This comes at a time when Dhaka is desperate for com-
mercial spaces and experts feel that orily multi-storied bunld-
ings could help solve the problem. Star Correspondil

KLLM Cargo sets ties with Emirates : x.m

Cargo has stepped up tes with Emirates, the international
airline of UAE. lo offer freight forwarders an extended range
ol [asler cargo lransport opportunities Lo cities on beth
airlines’ route network. Under the new agreement. Emirates
will also gain freight capacity on the KLM operated service

- —

between Amsterdam and Dubai. — Monitor
Dhaka, Tehran in sector :
Bangladesh uul lran will coaperate with each other in the

iekd of muliimodal transport especially in the railway sector
under a4 Memorandum of Uhderstanding (MOU) signed in
l'ehran recently. — Mortitor

US Air mpondstosafetyeomm.mm

responded to recent riews paper reports about its safety
record by appointing a vice President for safety and
commissioned an indepemdent adult of operations. Former
Air Force General Robert Oaks was appointed to the new
position on December 1, 1994, — Monitor

IATA warns Asia : The International Air Transport
Association (IATA), the mrlin: industr_v trade organization
grouping more than 200 airlines. recently urged Asian-Pacific
countries to convene a summit of transport ministers to ad-
dress the urgent issue of growing mng:stinn at airports
throughout the region. Inadequate ground and air traffic con-

trol infrastructare in Europe provoked a crisis in European
Air transport a few years ago.There was now a risk that a simi-
lar t:rlaia c:nuld'ncfur in the fast growing Asian-Pacific market.

— Monitor
China tnbuy 22 planm China will buy 22 planes in

1995 to reinforce its {ast-grawing civil aviation fleet. Director
of the Civil Aviation Administration of China (CAAC) Chen
Guangyi said national flag carrier Air China and other staie
airlines under CAAC carried 40.27 million passengers in
1994, up 19 percent from 1993. They also handled 5.84
billon km-tonnes of freight, up 14.1 per cent. The target for

. recently unvei

199
services on busy routes.

i a further 22 planes, ‘Whi(!’h will be used to beef up

All Eurﬂ]i'»ean passenger jet: airbus industries

ed its first "All European" passenger jet airline,

powered by British ' Rolls- Roycc engines rather than American

engines.

number of executives mixing
business with pleasure, uyl.

" Martinez.

Fear of violence appears to
be the main obstacle for
day-makers, even though the
tourist office says no incidents
of robbery or similar crimes
have been reported to it by
foreigners.

Many governments are
lured by the image of

tourism as an easily-de-

veloped money-earner
only to find out that visi-
tors are picky and that a
lot of travel industry
money does not stay in
the host country. But few
countries face such an
apparently uphill task in
creating the right image,
reports Gemini News
Service, as El Salvador,
better known for its bat-
tles than its beaches.

-

"We don't have rich tourism
yvet We're working on attract-
ing more of it." says Martinez

"‘Our infrastructure is very

— Monitor

poor. We have only 1,600
(recommendable) hotel rooms
in the whole country.” he
points out. This number is due
to receive a significant boost
from the Mexican Tourist
Foundation, FONATUR — the
group responsible for the mas-
sive Cancun resort in Mexico's
Yucatan region.

Martinez says FONATUR is
planning to build a complex of
1,000 rooms and resources on
El Salvador's Tasajera Island in

. the Pacific, but he adds: "We

don't want to make the same
mistake as other countries. . in
Cancun you can't see a single
tree. We want a tropical par-
adise."

Promotion is concentrating
an resources such as golf
courses, the landscape and
black volcanic beaches like the
one near La Libertad. 45 min
utes' drive from Lhe capital.

"The guerrillas used to
come here to make contaci
with the press in 1980 You
could recognize them by their
clothes,” bell-boy Raphael Diaz
of Camino Real Hotel recalls.
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