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'FOREIGN INDUSTRIAL COLLABO

Adjacent to Dhaka Metropolitan City near about |
30, 51 Ft. completed modern building with all |
industrial facilities is ready for use. At the front and |
back of the building 100,000 Sq. ft. vacant land can |
also be use. Or a long term lease may be allowed.

Pls. contact : phone: 869258, Fax: 2-863302. . |
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= Dhaka Day by Day
Eid Shoppers' Syndrome
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FESTIVE FERVOUR: On the occasion of holy Eid-ul-Fitr

I tere is anvthing the Dhakaite loves to do.
it is go shopping. With such limited entertain-
ment options the city has to offer, shopping is
perhaps the easiest way to forget one's worries
and let oneself go. Eid{ bringing with it the
obligation to live it up and be charitable to one-
sell and others, is the perfect excuse for the
Dhakaite to go market-crazy. :

This craziness can get to the point where
nothing will stop the city dweller from rushing
to the shops to lighten the burden of hard-
earned savings as quickly as possible. It is al-
most as if he or rathe¢r she, for admittedly it is
the [emale who is the most sysceptible to the
compulsive shopping syndrome, is in an un-
breakable trance. Walking around with a glared
expression, frenziedly grabbing every saree.
shalwar kameez or glittering trinket in sight is
a common symptom at this time of the lunar
month. ' R -

The state of the city’s roads is enough proof
of this. Being caught in the middle of one of
Dhaka's regular traffic jams is bad enough. But
being stuck in a jam a few days before Eid is as
much fun as sitting in a fanless room in August
with a sweater on. With the rojadars’ ([usters)
rushing home for {flar, nol to mention buying
their piagju and beguni at the very last minute
and the Eid shoppers flocking to the bazaars,
the roads are choked with cars, rickshaws,
baby-laxis, buses, and anything eise that has
the potential to move, including the two-

legged city dweller. .

; Popular shopping areas like Hawker's Mar-
ket. New Market, Chandni Chawk and Aarong
are the main culprits, attracting the crowds
with their promises of big bargains and the
latest’ in clothes and accessories. The shops
and markets remind one of hives buzzing with
greedy bees. The sheer numbers of shoppers at
these places seem (o defy the notion that we
are in an inflationary period. A puzzling ques-
jon may bug the logical economjst: If prices
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are high'and incomes are low, how come there
are so many consumers in the market? The
answer is that the Dhaka consummer has the pe-
culiarity of being a compulsive buyer whether
he (or she} can afford it or not. The city
dweller swears by the motto 'we live only once
and that too, for today and so splurges and
splashes a whole month's salgry plus the Eid
bonus, for that special day — Eid, that only
comes twice a year. . _

As for the shoppers, they can be grouped
undér several categories. There is the harried,
immiddle-aged housewife who has to buy new
clothes for het immnediate family, in laws, sis-
ter-in-law’'s husband's sisters, the stalf and
their [amilies. ‘zakaat' sarees and lungis from
the wholesalers and then, maybe, just maybe a
crepe silk saree for herself. There is the young
single woman who already has too many
clothes overflowing from her wardrobe but stil
just has to get the crinkly cotton material at
per metre for her fifth shalwar
kameez set. There is also the young single man
who must select the best looking.punjabi in
1own for his extracurricular activities which
mainly consists of bird watching’ on Eid day.
after the morning prayers.

These are not. however. the only beneficla-

ries of this manic Eid shopping syndrome.

Apurt from the shop-keepers there are the
lakirs and urchins who demnand and usually
gel . their own Eid bonus rdm guilly shoppers
itf the torm ol Eid er bokshish. But it is the
muggers. pickpocket and robbers (hat seem to
make 1he most ol this Lime of shopping binges.
Wil consumers’' pockets bulging with hard
cash, these ereatures have a bonus time loot-
ing. For the unlucky shopper. alas, it means a
whole month's salary plus a bonus gone in the
blink of an eye. Then again it may also mean

Lhe perfect cure for shopaholics. Until the next
Eid at leasi

a fair in the city yesterday.

Call to double initiatives to raise
literacy rate up to 50 pc

_ Dr Abdullah Al-Muti Shar-
luddin, director of NGO coali-
lion Campaign for Popular Ed-
ucation (CAMPE}, yesterday

called for at least doubling the -

present government and non-
governmeni initiatives to raise
the literacy rate up to 50 per
cent by the year 2000, reports
BSS.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence here, Dr Sharfuddin said,
the government has laid high
emphasis on literacy and fixed
targel to raise the adult liter-
acy rate to 62 per cent and en-

‘roll 95 per cent children in

the primary schools by the
yvear 2000. But unless we can
intensify our present efforts
through a total social move-
ment. lour crore people will
remain illiterate by 2000, he
'said referring to a World Bank
study. w5

Secrelary ol CAMPE and di-
recior of Gano Sahajya
Sangstha (GSS) Dr F R Mah-
mud Hassan. member of
CAMPE executive council and
executive direclor of Bangla-

desli Associanon for Comm-
ey Cdveation Aziznl Haque
T eoordittaior owf CAMPE
T1abihnr Rahman alsu spoke on
Ui oecasing,

The press conlerviice was
organiscd to mark the fifth
lounding anniversary of

CAMPE. the snational liLeracy
coalition of the country's lead-
ing NGOs.

Dr Sharfuddin, also a popu-
Iar science writer, observed
that unless a vast change is
brought about. particularly. In
the education system of Lhe
governmenl primary schoals,
it wonilkd be very «ifficult tp
eradicate illiteracy [rom the

New BGCTA
body

A 12-member executjve
commitiee of the Bangladesh
Govt College Teachers' Associ-
ation (BGCTA) was formed in
the city recently for 1995-96
Says a press release.

The members are: presi-
dent — Shamsul Haq: deputy
president — Abul Hashem. vice
presidents: — Prof Ibna Inam,
Abul Kalam llyas, AKM Nazrul
Islamn. Shafiqur Rahman and
Manzurul Islam: secretary
general — Syed Md. Faruk: Dy
Secretary general —  Anil
Chandra Sarker: treasurer Md
AB Siddique; Organizing secre-
tary — Obaidur Rahman: dy or-
ganising secretary — Selina
Akhter Jahan.

New trust fund

country. :
He said. 50 per cent of the
children enrolled in Class One

in-the government schools -

drop oul in Class Five while
the average attendance in

‘classes is only 60 per cent.
recCoIn--

Dr Sharfuddin
mended to make the number
of teachers double to give each
student due -attention. The
present teacher-student ratio

in government schools in one -

teacher for 64 students.

Dr Sharfuddin also stressed

increasing contact hours in
school for effective éducation.
A primary school student in
the country spends 440 hours
in school per year compared to
800 hours in neighbouring
countries, he said adding that
due to the inadequate school
hours after completion of five
years of primary school life.
only one third children
achieve up to the mark level.
Dr Sharfuddin further ob-
served that the number of
primary schools are very in;
signilicant to enroll all the eli-
gible school-going children
althouigh the NGOs are backing
up government in this regard,
The strong political commit-
nrent is the prime need for
lighting illiteracy effectively.
Iw said.
Providing a
study between the governmeni
anel the NGO-run schools, he

sald, an NGO schopl Ep&ndﬁl

800 to 1000 taka per student
while the amount is about Taka
2000 in government primary
school. Despite this, atten-
dance in the NGO schools are
more than 90 per cent because
of their modern
method and strong monitoring
and supervision system. he
said. i ;

Azizul Haque said, unless a
child is giverrt due care. he will
never feel encouraged. |

He said, despite the sheort-

-age of teachers in governiment

schools 20 per ceht of them
remain absent everyday widen-

ing the gap of ratio between
teachers and students.

teaching -
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UNIQUE COLLECTION, ALL EXCELLENTLY
DESIGNED & SUPERN\LY CRAFTED TO
COVER YOUR DREAM

VENUE ¢ SAJRG. (4n Exclusive restaurant)
H # 10, South Avenue, Guishan, Dhaka
PH # 603507, Fax # 880-2-888802

%% STARDUST VIDEO
9, New Railley Road, PH # 417217
WHOLESACE | RETAILERS |
PLEASE CONTACT J
<% COMTECH MARKETING
147, Motijheel C/A, Sultan Building (3rd floor)
Dhaka, PH # 866408, 241665

comparative

STAR Movies offers an exciting and unique mix
of the best films from around the world. An
unlimited choice of international blockbuster,
Holl d classics and Asian favourites,
ding non drama, action, adventure,
suspense, thrillers, romance, hilarioub
comedy, epic theatre and classic westerns.

STAR TV DISTRIBUTORS IN BANGLADESH

TRANSLINKS

HUMAYUN COURT : 21, MOTIHEEL G/A DHAKA- 1000, BANGLADESH.

~ BIGGEST T0 SINGAPO

TEL ;: 237873, 869044, FAX : 867635
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As exchanging Eid greetings has become an in-vogue thing, increasing number of people

at DU

gather each day to buy Eid cards at the various shopping arcades everyday This photograph X ‘fovaT wtadeny of e
L. A l | —8tar photo | physics Department of Dhaka
= —= 1l Universily donated Tk

100,000 lor establishing at the
varsity a new trust fund styled
Razzak Shamsun Physics Re-
search Award. UNB reports
quoting a DU press release.
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clothes seized

Police seized contrabands
valued about Tk 70,000 from a
house in Nandi Para of Sabu-
jbag thana and arrested one
person in this connection on

- Sole dstributor :

- FLORA LIMITED

Aitbus A310 departs Dhaka every Monday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday. From Singapore,
we offer convenient connections to all key cities in Asia, Australia, New Zealand, Burope and the USA

Hegd OWics 114 Wotghes /A Dnaa, Phone 2EES0. 730497 850760 85746 Fax  BR0-2-SE5eET

Banen Boanct Onanmond Brancr “rmagoms Whichever flight you choose route, you'll enjoy inflight service even other airlines talk about. SINGAPORE AIRLINES
S e Aanary Aars . T8 Semanpd Acss Swrmive MEBrmos T Figer, | Friday. reports UNB. o ' yu -

t9 Fioor), Baners. Dhaxa- 1273, Unanmongs B 4 T Agaves © 4 Cremagorg The recovered items In-

Prone | 00838 Traes A Prone S clude 275 pieces of Indian sa-

Fa 880287007 Prone 31307 Fan 80037505363 rees and 44 metre clothes.

Call your Travel Agent or SIA Office. Tel. 863 650, 862 661, 863 640 (Dbaka Main),
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Case L S Ig—_— 888 769, 388 779, 843 364 (Guisban) & 505 770, 502 569 (Chissagong)

Buy from FLONA4 and associate with 22 years of experience



