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NEWS BRIEFS

Mud slide claims
minor in Ctg
From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. Feb 24: One

minor boy was killed following
a mud slide from a hill at
«Sholashahar area in the city
before dawn today Police said
the victim was identified as
Habibur Rahman aged 2 The
incident occurred when a big
chunk of hill fell on a slum
house trapping all family
members. police said adding
that excepl the minor boy
others survived The body was
recovered by police

One killed in
road accident

‘From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL. Feb 24: One Nur
Mohammad. 25 was killed on
the spot on Bhola-Charfasion
road of Bhola around 9 am this
mrning. According o police
Nur Mohammad when passing
the Charfasion Bazar niding a
bicycle. was dashed bv a pas-
senger bus coming from Char-
fasion. He fell down and was
crushed under the wheels of
the bus.

Gun, ammunition
seized in Raozan
From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG Feb 214
Raozan police in a pre-dawn
raid today seized a Pakistan
made one-barreled gun and
four rounds of cartridge [rom
Noazispur village Police ar-
rested one Saidul Alam

Stampede kills 14

NICOSIA, Feb 24 Fourteen
people died in a stampede at a
mosque in the northern lIra-
nian city ol Rasht during Juma
prayers, lranian television re
ported. Thirty-six other people
were injured. said the telew
sionn. monitored by the British
Broadcasting Corporation
(BBC). reports Reuter

—

L the Opposition

An emercency meeting of
Awami League Central Working
( oimuittee (ALCWC) yesterday
rejected the Speakers ruling
and said the resignations of
members of

Parliament {(MPs} would re-
main eltective,
The ineeting, held with

party chiet Sheikh Hasina in
the chair. said the resignations
of the Oppositionr awmakers
were constitutional and lawful,
The Speaker has no right or
authority to reject the resigna-
tion letlers and issuance of any
ruling in this regard was be-
vond his jurisdiction, the AL
meeting resolved.
~ The party sald any member
ol 'arliament has right to re-
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By Staff Correspondent

sign from the House as per
Article 67 of the Constitution
and the Constitution and the
Rules of Procedure do not al-
low anybody to interfere with
this right. '

The Opposition MPs had
resigned from Parliament in
aceordance with Article 67 (2)
of the Constitution and they
hatl submitted their individual
resignation letters, the meel-

ing said.
"As per Clause 177 of the
Rules of Procedure, the

Speaker can ignore any word
in the resignation letters if he
does not - like it ... But he has

e right 1o reject those.” the
Al said,
Relervring T the

'Resignation of MPs to
remain effective:

Constitution and Rules of
Procedure, the meeting said
Lthe Speaker can only inform
the House il any MP resigns

from Parliament when the ses- .

sion is on. He (Speaker] can-
not exercise any authority
other than that. it added.

The ALCWC was of the view
that the Speaker was being
used as an instrument of the
government since he did not
inform Parliament about the

resignations. but gave rtuling
on it.
He desecrated the

Consltitution by violating it and

its Rules of Procedure through

implementation of the

decision of BNP Ssnding
See Page 12 Col 1
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Awami League President Sheikh Hasina addressing an emergency meeting of the central

working committee of the party at its Dhanmendi office in the city yesterday.
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| in the south — were

Prime Minister's call for dJrect

)

C’ommentary

talks is terribly late, yet relevant

This news=p.aper, alond with
others. have repeatedly urged
Prinie: Minister ‘Khaleda Zia
ever since the crisis began
nearly a vear ago, te try and
have direct Lalks with Sheikh
Hasina. She [inally made the
olfer on Thursday. in her con-
cluding speech to the 18th.
~cssion of the Fifth Parlfament.
Like so many of her other ini-
tiatives, this has come so ler-
ribly, unnecessarily, injudi-
civusly  and unfortunately
LATE. |
. Ju#st tmagine what a unlor-
tunate people we are. The
lcaders we selected in 1991

we watil underline the word
scelect  lor wi, THE PEOPLE.

" have

 opposition

By Mahfuz Anam

select then - are so wrapped
up 1 their egos that |, during
the last lour vears that Lhey
been elected to Lheir
highest offices - as leaders ol
the government, and of the
“they did nat
bother to spend- even a lew
minules disrua&h';ﬂ: about Lhe
problems of the people they
proléss 1o represenat. They
both preferred to wage rhe-
taricald battles, naking wild
and unfounded and hal-baked
accusaulions , thereby confus-
ing the people as te what |, and
whiat not.te believe and making
the political ambtance increas-
ingly ron-conuaunicalive.

Jist lgok at Lthese tacis 1

took time Prime Minister - a1 -

elecied leader in a democracy,
and not a heredilary one as in
.a monarchy - a whole year of
bgveott of the parliamerit by
the f(ull opposition bench |
please note, not a faction of
the opposition. but the whole),
en nass resignation of 147
members of the parliament,
continuous agitation- lor one
ltill vear, several hartals,
sirikes and what have you. for
out elected Leader of the Par-

liament, and Prime Minister,
to ~av " U necessary, | am
vven . ready to sit wilh Lhe

Leader ol the Opposition and
discuss the ouilslagiding issues
Sec Page 12 Cal 2

5 killed in city
road mishaps

By DMCH Correspondent
Five persons were killed in

road accidents at different

places in the city yesterday.

One Mujibur Rahman, 50,
was killed on the road near
Chairman Bari in Banani when
a bus ran over him at about 10
ani. _

In another incident a Dem-
ra-bound minibus hit Abdur
Rahman, 30, near Joykali
Mandir yesterday afternoon.

The doctor . declared
Rahman dead when he was
taken to the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital {DMCH) with
serious injuries.

Besides,
males of 25 and 30 years of age
were killed in Nakhalpara and
Gulistan yesterday afternoon.

Both of them were hit by
minibuses, sources said.

‘Another unidentified mate,
in his twenties died at the

Ser Page 12 Col 3 - .
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Confusion over Speaker's
ru]1ng in JS

By Asiuzzaman

A confusion arose whether
or nol the Speaker had ac-
cepted the resignation letters
of - three meémbers of
Parlfament following his rul-
ing in the House Thursday on
ithe resignation of 147
Opposition MPs,

[t was because of this confu-
sion most of the newspapers,
which did not contact the
Speaker, reported that three
resignation letters were ac-
cepted,

On page 15 of the 29-page
ruling. Speaker Shaikh Razzak
All said "l also find that , the
resignatfon letters of 1. Mr
Salahuddin Quader Chowdh-

urv. 2. Ms Hussain Mohammad |

Dabirul 1slam.
members
h-_*,r me wilhin tht

Esshad. 3 Mr.
Imn'ﬂzle
e AW ;hh

was not clarified-

) cannot

are

neaning ol Article 67 (2} of
the Constitution.”

. Thé above paragraph appar-
ently meant to many that the
Speaker had accepted those
three resignation letters. [t
in the ruling

thrat those letters were re-

jected on separale grounds.

In the concluding para-
graph. the 'Speaker .said
"Having given my anxious
thought and from. my exami-
nation and consideration of the
constitutional provisions, the
irresistible conclusion is that
these 144 resignation letters
be deemed to have
been received by me as con-
templated by Article 67.(2) of
the Constitution.”

It waa presumed by many:

SEEE#JECOIE

SWEET HOME
vi~terday

F

I'assenger~ rush for advance tickets at thr l{umﬂlapur Railway Station |u41 a4 week ahead of Eid
— Star photo

Eid markets vibrant |
with rush of buyers

By Staff Correspondent.

Despite exorbitanl prices.
city markets have become  vi-
hraiil with an increasing flow
ol Eid shoppers and the sales
have shot up.

The roads in the New Mar-
ket. Gausia. Elephant Road.
Mouchak., Bailey Road and
other market areas now re-
main jammed with traffic till 9
pinl everyday.

According to shopkeepers
in Elephant Road, Gausia and
Mouchak markets, sales have
nrcreased by at least thirty per
cent over Lhal in the corre-
spunding period ol last year.

The prices of different
types of garments, which are
the main items lor Eid shop-
ping. have gone up by 10 to
50 per cent compared to those
of the ‘Eid season’ last year,
the shopkeepers said. Yet the
rush of buyers at different
inarkets is on the increase for
the last one wcck

Tanguil sarees which sold at
Tk 250 10 300 before the Eid
seasoln now sell atl Tk 400 or
more. Diflerent types of silk
sarees which sold at Tk 650 to
1000 now sell at Tk 1400 or
more,

Frocks which sold at Tk
300 last month now sell at
around Tk 425. Children's T-
shirts and trouser sets which
so0ld at Tk 200 last month
were now selling at Tk 250,

Shirts selling at Tk 300 to
500 now would have cost Taka
20 less a month ago. The
prices of jeans and colton
trousers have also gone up by
Tk 50 lo 100 each,

New varieties ol panjabis
have ,[looded some city mar-

_kets Lhis year but their prices

have also increased sharply.
The same type of panjabi
which cost Tk 250 a week ago

wils selling at Tk 300 vesler-

See Page 12 Col 1
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Jumatul Wida

Jumatul Wida, the last Fri-

-day of the holy month of Ra-

madan., was observed in the
city yesterday as elsewhere in
the country, in a befitting
inanner, reporis BSS.

However, the last Juma
prayers of the month of Ra-
madan may be offered on
March 3, if the month of' Ra-
madan is of 30 days.

The largest congregation of
Jumatul Wida was held at the
sque Baitul Mukar-
ram, where thousands of.devo-
tees offered their prayers.
Roads on both sides of the
mosque — Purana Paltan in the
north hu Avenue
packed
with musallis {devotees).

Besides, the Friday prayers
were also held in all the
mosques yesterday, with larger
than usual attendances.

People from various parts of
the city including far-flung ar-
eas around the city, partici-
pated in the prayers.

A special munajat was of-
fered for the peace, progress
and prosperity of the country
and the solidarity of the Mus-

1 lim Ummabh.

‘Move to upgrade
landing facilities
at ZI1A

By Reaz Ahmad

A committee has been
formed to recornmend steps
necessary for upgradation of
landing facilitles at Zia
International Airport (ZIA).

The committee, comprising
representatives from Biman
Bangladesh Airlines and the
Civil Aviation Authority of
Bangladesh (CAAB), is due to
submit its report to the par-
liamentary standing committee
concerned shortly.

The committee would sug-
gest whether ZIA, now a
Category-1 (CAT-1) airport, is
required to be upﬂ;rndcd to a
CAT 2 or a CAT- rt., said

M o e Bl l"'hl‘;w

The committee was formed
following the 35th meeting of
the parliamentary standing
‘committee on the Ministry of
Civil Aviation and Tourism held
on February 18 at the Jatiya
Sangsad Bhaban.

The meeting, chaired by
State Minister for Civil Aviation
and Tourism Major (Retd)

See Page 12 Col 7

Declare new wages
before Eid.
workers demand

By Staff Correspondent

Workers of jute. yarn and
textile mills brought out a si-
lent procession in the city to
mourn the deaths of their col-
leagues during the recent
road-rail barricade pro-
granimes.

Leaders of the L&it Demo-
cratic Front (LDF) including
Rashed Khan Menon MP,
Hasanul Huq Inu. Nirmal Sen,
Bimal Biswas also participated
in Lthe procession which began
lrom Topkhana Road and
ended at Nur Hossain Square.

| See Page 12 Col 2

New SEC measures: Foreign
investors may review plans

Fureigri poriiphio investors,
involved 1n the emerging stock
markets ure planoing to re.
view Lhe invesuneni prospects
i3 Bangladesh) 1n view of the
recent regulatory measures be-
fore making lurther invest-
ments in the Dhaka bourse
sources concerned said

When conlacted vver tele-
phone. officials ol somme of the
leading global fund managers
operating lrom Hong Kong.
said the decision o impose a
one-vear lock in period on
liquidation ol shares by 1he
loreign  investors would be
damading for the capital mar-
ket 111 Bangladesh at this stage

lhey said the loreign -

By Sohel Manzur

vestors were alarmed by the
resi i uve measares including
the luck-in undertaken by
Bangiadesh s Securities and
Exchaage Commission (SEC)
and would go lor a fresh review
of the niarket before investing
further

The fund managers further
sard the Bangladesh authorities
would have to lirst decide
whether the counuy needed
foreign investments or not. i
the authorities are confident ol
keepinig the market vibrant
withgut mvolving the foreign
investors Lhe regulations are
alright. thev said Otherwise
the effect ol the restrictions
would be very harmful for the

BEILJING Feb 24 As Chi
nese a1l |5 negolators sat m
tense lalks aimed al averting a
irade war US Energy Secre
tary Harel O Leary today an
nounced 26 new joint venlures
valued at more than 4 bilhon
dollar, reparts AP

Added Lo eight deals signed
earlier in Shangha: O Learys
75 -member business Mission
has signed private-secior deals
worth more than 6 billion dol
lar 1in new energy projects
with (hina with US itnvest.

hours: Lthey added

They said Lthat the decision
lu imipose such regulations was
contradictory Lo the comimit-
iments made by the govern-
ment representatives at the
Euromoney ifternational in
vesundnl conterence in Dhaka
la=t month

Niall Shiner. Managing Di-
re tor [in charge of the Indian
=ub rontinent ol the UBS Se
curities East Asia Limited, said
the prospect ol investments in
Barngladesh would be seriously
dama’ged by the decision The
image ol the rountry as an
emerging market would also
be affected he added

See Page 12 Col 7

| 2 parties claim majority

coalitions in Manipur

NEW DELHL. Feb 24. The
political parties that finished
lirst and second in the Ma-
nipur state election — but
[ailed to win a majority — told
the governor today they have
formed coalitions with enough
legislators to win control of
the assembly. report AP. AFP

Governor O N Srivastava
el with both sides; but not
inunediately annouhce which
ohe he woulll invite to form

Like W o aEMIment.
He inust decide soon be-

cause he niew assembly must
take puwer by Wednesday, the
day the previous lawmakers
1ErMis expire

The governtig Congress
Farly enierged as the single
largest group 'T"hursddv with
21 seats. followed by 18 for

the regional Manipur People's
Party. The Janata Dal Party
wuil seven, and the other 13

were won by inflependents or

six small parties. .

The Congress Party and the
Manipur Peoples Party both
told Srivastava they have
formed coalitions with majori-
ties, the United News of India
news ageincy reported today.

If the governor cheoses the
People's Party and il manages
to maintain control of the leg-
islature, that would be the lat-
est in a series of seibacks for
the Congress Party of Prime
Minister P V Narasimha Rao
Lite last year, it was routed in
three state elections. even
though India's economy was

improving.

men! of 4 6 billion dollar

(Chinas inltense need lor
iNternational finam®ing o meet
the dramatic rise in demand
for energy appeared to have
outweighed its frustration with
US demands lor fast improve
mernts i s preatection ol
CODYTIgEnita patents  and
trademiarks

As (Ylrary wrapped up her
eight-day visit. US Depuly
Trade Representative Charlene
Barsheisky wat meeting with
{ hinese Foreygn Trade Mimis

ter W Y1 in last ditch talks
seeking an agreement on pre-
venting piracy ol Amertcan
Imovies

riuste anel olher prod
wels "

Although buath
sought o keep Lthe level ol
rhetonc caln in hopes of a
comproniise Washington has
threalewd punitive sanctons
tha! would double the cost of
anore thar i bilhon dollar of
imports [roau China i no
agreement is reached by Sun
davy { luna nas promised 1o re

siddes have

taliate with its own sanctions. .

The officialg Xinhua News
Agency said Wu told Barshefsky
on Friday morning that she
hoped lor good results from
their talks The brief. four-
sentepce report did not give
nther details

Also Friday morning. eight
LS movie companics went {0
court g sue iwo Bet stores
lor selling pirated laser disks
ol their movies, the official
China News Service reported.

The Hetjing Iintermediate

US announces 26 new joint ventures with China

. People s Courl heard 90 min-

utes of arguments, bu{ appar
ently did not make a ruling.

Premier Li Peng told
O'Leary on Thursday that de-
spite the risk ol a conlronta-
tion over piracy. he hoped for
improved bilateral relations.

The Chinese government
has taken an "active, earnest
and forward-looking attitude
toward Sino-US relations.”
Xinhua quoled L1 as telling

O'Leary.

P.S. Louhajong,

at 46 Satmasjd
Dhaka-1209.

the milad.

IN MEMORY

Today 25 February 1995 reminds us of the
sad demise of our

Chairman Late Hamidur Rahman Sinha.
To pray for his departed soul a milad mahfil

has been arranged today after Asar prayer

at his village home Dohuri, Kalma Union,
Munshigan] and at the

same time at the company’s Head Office

All his friends, relatives and
well-wishers are requésted to participate in

The members of ACME family
® 6‘- F Y= " § .BMH'H .BU

beloved founder-

Road, Dhanmondi,

il



