. Temperamental
inadequacy pro-
ved the bane for
the wumpteenth
lime as Bangla-
: : desh went down
fichting 1o the visiting England
A’ leam- in the second and final
. €xhibition .one-day match at

the Dhaka Stadium yesterday.
A workmanlike century ear-
lier in tHe day by English
o] and man-of-the-match

k Knight was pushed to the
background as Bangladesh.
who had lost the first one-
dayer against the visitors by 58
runsin a virtual no-contest on
Monday, were brought back in
the game by highly enterpris-
ifig batsmanship of Aminul

m.

The tiny. dark right-hander
scored a beautifully paced half-
century before falling to a su-
perb catch to herald the end of
a remarkable act of resurrec-
" In his Lazarus act. Amin was

wonderfully backed by the.un-

gainly yet highly effective
Rafique, who remained un-
beaten when Bangladesh,
chasing 236 for victory in 50
- gwers, were all out for 215 but
not before conjuring an
adrenalin-pumping partner-
ship of 82 runs for the seventh
wicket after the middle order,
in an appalling exhibition of
misapplicationy. threw away the
ﬁiauw wrested by the open-

In a welcome change of
pattern observed in the receni
times, Bangladesh were given
an unusually sound start to
their chase of what at the out-
sel seemed a study in abstrac-

tion

ﬂn a flat wicket, a very dif-

ferenit one from the dne on
which the first match was
played Athar Ali Khan and re-

cently-blooded Javed Omar -

Belim raised 79 runs before a
gem of a swinging yorker
-‘knocked the compact and neat
right-hander’'s leg stump. .
His 36 off 69 balls was em-
bellished with some lovely cuts

particularly off lan Salisbury.

the right-arm leg-break bowler

- now engaged in a hectic cam-

paign to win back his place in

 the main England team. |
Athar's solid 46, studded
with some firm strokes in
front of the wicket, came to an
end because of the batsman's
all-too-familiar callousness to
;thr in the three run outs
at considerably undermined
the possibilin.. ~¢ what would
:iave he:{nﬂwnttrsi:rd in the
story angladesh one of
the more fancied ICC A.. ~~iste
Members.

it was not merely want oi

Nirman cricket
Sports Reporter

. Residential Model ' Sehoel
set up a semifinal clash in the
Dhaka zone when they won
their respective matches of
the 13th Nirman Schoaols
cricket chanmipionships at dif-
ferent city venues yesterday.

At the Mirpur Outer Sta-
dium, Residential Model
School recorded.L a three-
wicket- win over Maple Leaf
International. '

End of Mark Ramprakash: The stylish right-hande
in the seeond limited-over exhibition cricket ma
nnt:iml team at the Dhaka Stadium yesterday.

England A

L . i ‘ﬁ
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concentration or dearth of
technical competence thal led
lo Bangladesh's doom. Lack of
vision, on the part of the cap-
tain and the manager, played a
major role too. With the team

~so well placed at a score of 79

for one in the 21st over the
management had the gumption
of trying a debutant like
Zakaria Imtiaz at number three
when infinitely seasoned cam-
paigner like Minhazul Abedin,
Aminul Islam or for that mat-
ter the skipper Akram himself
were Lhere to build on an ex-
cellent foundation.

Although Zakaria. otherwise
a competent and inform bat,
did not hang around too long
to lind his feet and Minhaz.
the most accomplished among

the local batsmen, came in at

number four. the momentum

‘was lost 16 some extent.

‘Minhaz's adventurism in
trying o cut a straight ball
from slow left-armer Richard
Stelmpt and Akram’s indeci-
sion against the same bowler
did not help matters and to
cap and afternoon of insanity
resembling March madness
Enarmul Huq was bowled for no
rhyme or reason playing
Weekes too far outside the
line.

Al 103 for. five, it looked all

over and a dejected commo-

tion in the stands signalled the
obvious end ol local interest.

In-a heart-warming display
of resilience, Amin. pairing
withr 'a highly unorthodox
Rafique, raised the visions of
an improbable viclory.

Amin scored a‘bright 52 off
27 balls including five well-
struck . boundaries before

~Weekes pulled off a stunner at

point to send the batsman on
his way to the pavilion.
Left-handed Rafique, who

has been included in the team

mainly as a left-arm spinner,
kept on frustrating the English

bowlers with some agricultural

blows all over the ground and
the gap between a memorable
victlory and Bangladesh was
narrowed to 33 runs from
three gvers.

‘But two run outs, both

avoidable, drove the naijl in

- Bangladesh's coffin.

.Earlier, England, sent in to
bat by Akram, rattlted up 235
for eight with left-handed
opener Knight hammering 117
off 133 balls with the help of

. four fours and three sixes.

Knight, who forged a 99-
run partnership with Hemp

(52) for the third wicket, was
twice let off on his way to the
three-figure mark that came to
an end in the last over. :
Poor bowling by the
- Angladeshi spinners, particu-

larly by left-armer Enamul

Hugq, allowed England to pro-
ceed towards a satisfactory to-

tal.
However; Athar Ali bowled -

well among the local bowlers.
claiming three for 30,

The tourists play their last
match, a three-day one, against
the same opposition at the
same venue, starting from

February 24.
SCOREBOARD
Scoreboard of the second

I:Imltec!-uw:r exhibition cricket
match between the touring

Engln:ﬂhandthcﬂangladuh

r is clean bo
tch between England A and the Bangladesh
- — Star photo by A K M Mohsin.

beat locals again
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wled by an Athar Ali delivery

national team at the Dhaka
Stadium yvesterday.

ENGLAND A

N Knight ¢ Khaled v Anig 117
M Vaughan ¢ Minhaz b Athar © R

%

M Ramprakash b Athar 4
) Hemp lbw b Rafique 52
P Weekes ¢ Amin b Athar Al 2
) Cork ¢ Enam b Anis 18
I* Nixon b Hasib = 7
(: Chapple ¢ Hasib b Anis I
R Johnson not out " 7
I Salishury not out 0
Extras: {Ib-8. w-4) 12

Total: {for eight wickets

in 50 overs) “ 235
Fall of wickets: 1-37: 2-43:
3-142; 4-147; 95-195; 6-204;
7-228: 8-229.
Bowling

Anisur Rahman 10 0 54 3
Athar Ali Khan 10 1 30 3
Md Rafique 9 0 44 1
Enamul Huq 5 Q0 37 0
Hasibul Hossain 9 Q0 37 1
MinhazulAbedin 5 © 17 0
Aminul Islam 2 0 8 0
BANGLADESH .

Athar Ali Khan run out : 46
Javed Omar b Chapple - 36
Zakaria Imtiaz ¢ Vaughan

h Weekes 4
Minhazul Abedin b Stemp 3
Akram Khan ¢ Weekes b Stemp O
Enamul Hug b Weekes 8
Aminul Islam ¢ Weekes b Cork 52
Mohammed Raifque not out 43
Anisur Rahman run out |
Hasibul Hossain run out 4
Khaled Masud ¢ Knight 3

b Johnson 0

Extiras: (b-4, 1b-5, nb-4, w-5) 18
Total: (all out in 48.3 overs) 215
- Fall of wickets: 1-79; 2-93:
3-99: 4-99: 5-103: 6-125: 7-
207; B-209; 9-215, 3

Bowling

Richard Johnson 8.3 1 43 1
lan Salisbury 5 1 .17 0 |
Paul Weekes 10 I 37 I
Dominic Cork 6 0 25 1
GlenChapple” 9 1 50 1
Richard Stemp 10 1 34 2

- Result; England A won by 20
runs. _

Man-of-the-match: Nick Kni-

ght (England A) | |

O M R W
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A scene from yesterday's limitéd overs
the Bangladesh national team at the D
" runs. ,

Indiscreet
7 i

By Mir A Zaman

Although Aminul Islam
engineered a remarkable rear-
guard action to steer Bangla
desh painfully close to an
improbable victory, having
seen the louring England A
leam comprehensively beat the
hosts. nobody tn the stands re-
ally expected the boys to win.
Nevertheless, the way the offi
cials of the local selection ac-
cepted this, raises sogge men-
acing questions regarding
country's cricket under their
vigilance.

If the Bangladeshi crick-
eters lacked on-field applica-
tion of cricketing sense, off
the field. then, the manager
and his host of advisors
lormed a- group with' no vision
at all but with a bag full of ex-
cuses.

Roqibul Hasan, the newly-
appointed Bangladesh team
manager who replaced his
lormer national (eammate
Tanveer Haider just before this
series of exhibition matches,
had. indeed, a game plan of his
own. no matter how hizarre
and senseless it might sound
lo the cricket buffs and he
made sure (here were excuses
behind the way he handled the
job,

With the local selection
comfortably placed on 79 after
the fall of Javed Omar Belim.
Rogibul decided to send in
rookie Zakaria Imtiaz when
many felt Minhazul Abedin
should have been given the
chance. As predicted, Imtiaz,
who made his national debul
yesierday after a successful
stint with the youth squad,
indiscreetly went for his shots
when all the team needed was
lo have the scoreboard ticking
and got himself out, '

Minhaz didm't fare better.
being sent back cheaply. and
his departure led to Rogibul's
‘wise' decision of sending
Akram Khan, the out of form
Bangladesh skipper, in. Then
left-hander Enamul Hugq
walked into the act while
Aminul Islam. the technically
sotind middle-order bat, was
held back padded up and ready
to go for reasons only Rogibul
could justify.

When Amin got his man-
ager's nod things were already
slipping out of the hosts’ grips
and the local charge could
have fizzled into abject failure

had Amin prematurely ac-
cepted the inevitable, like
Rogibul did.

At the end of a long spring
day. Bangladesh lost nenethe-
less leaving a big question
hanging in the air — could they
ltave won had Roqibul not
massed up in his job as the
manager?

At the post-match briefing.
Rogibul appeared indifferent
and even deflant when the vital
question was asked. “Zakaria
needed time to settle down
and so 1 felt he should go in
once Javed got-back to the
pavilion.”

Then what prompted him
to hold Amin back in the
order? "Minhaz and Akram are
‘better batsmen than Amin and
therefore they went up the
order,” said the former na-
tional skipper.

Irrefutable a logic and
equally adequate to surface the
lack of cricketing senses for a
man who have represented
Bangladesh on so many occa-
sions. '

Solid batsman he was when
he was at his peak but a judi-
cious team manager, who
knows and he has surely got a
long way ahead to prove that.

Japanese gévt
okays it

TOKYO, Feb  22; Prime
Minister Tomiichi Murayama's
cabinet today formally en-
dorsed Japan's bid to host the

Foreign |Minister Yohei
-said, reports Reuter:

2002 World Cup soccer ﬂ;;j;.
no
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Nick Knight, the century-maker of yesterdays second limited-overs exhibition cricket
match between the touring England A team and the Bangladesh national team, receives

the man-of-the-match award from chief guebt Health Minister Chowdhury Kamal I[bne

Yousuf.

DUNEDIN. New
Zealand, Feb 22:
“avjot Sidhu sc-
ored an aggres-
sive half-century
Wednesday as In-
dia deleated Australia by five
wickels in a centenary series
limited-overs cricket match at
Carisbrook. reports AP.

India scored 252 for five
with 13 balls to spare in
lo  Australia's 250 for six m
scoring an impressive consola-
tion win.

Australia went into the
match assured of a place in
Sunday's final. while India al-
ready were ‘eliminated from
contention aflter losing their
opening (wo matches.

Ausiralia. who ended the

first round wil, a 2-1 roecord,

will plav the winner ol Thurs-
day's match between South
Alrica and New Zealand in
Christchiarch in the final.
Leti-hander Vined Kambli,
one ol the three hah conturi
ans in the biswdhair tean, sma-
<hud the wiinimz houndary off
mechhum-pacewsan Greg Ble-
wett to linksh anbealen on 51
off just 55 balls with five fours.
Manoj Prabhakar (50) and
Sachin Tendulkar earlier got
hidia off to a blazing start by
averaging eigh! runs an over
in a 97-run lirst-wicket stand.
Tendulkar., who managed

Just 51 runs in his previous

two innings. smashed 47 runs
off 40 balls with the help of
seven boundaries,

India reached the 100 in 18
overs but lest both openers in
lhe spaceyllf three runs to fast
bowler Jo el.

Tendulkar fell to a juggling
catch by skipper Mark Taylor
whil¢ Prabhakar charged and
had his off stump dislodged.

The openers were particu-
larly punishing on leg-spinner
Shan€ Warne. who conceded
25 runs from his first two
overs and 61 in all.

Australia were made to pay
for dropping several catches
as man-of-the-match Sidhu,
who hit 54 runs off 70 balls for
his 25th one-day half-century.
and skipper Mohammed Az-
haruddin (25) joined the
scoring spree.

"We weren't quite
ched on.” Tavlor said.

“We dropped six catches

swit-

% ; i o
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Some solace for

loday and | think that was be-
cause of a lack of enthusiasm.
"We didn't have the agres-

sion in the feld which I'm
sure wiHl be there come Sun-

Azharuddin hit spinner Thm

+ May for successive sixes — the

second clearing the grand-
stand — but he fell to the next
ball he faced. edging a catch
behind, '
Sidhu was run out failing to

beal a Glenn McGrath throw at
the non-striker's end. He hit a
six and four boundaries in his
enterprising innings.

After opener Blewett (46)
and Ricky Ponting (62) had hit

SIDHU... m-o-m

their highest limited-overs
scores, Mark Waugh smashed a
32-ball 48 runs to push
Austrglia to the 250 mark.
Waugh hit an enormous six
off leg-spinner Anil Kumble to
add to four boundaries in his
whirlwind innings that domi-

nate the Australians’ late run -

splurge. The tast 10 overs

vielded B8 runs.

After Taylor had dropped
himself down the order to give

David Boon some batting prac-

tice, the chunky right-hander
got Australia " off to a breezy

DHKA THURSDA

— Star pheto

Indians

siart

in partnership with
Blewett.

Boon made 32 off 54 balls
with five boundaries hefore
falling to a brilllant oturtfield
catch by Kambli. following
which the innings lost mo-
mentum.

Blewett faced 103 balls for
his 46 runs. inclusive of a six
and four boundaries.

While Blewett missed out I
on his* 50 Ponting reached
his half century. making full
use of a dropped catch on 36.

He was eventually dismissed
holing out to long-on. He I
siuck a six and a four off 9]

bhalls.
SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard in New Zealand
centenary series one-day in-
ternational between Australia
and India today: 3
AUSTRALIA ;
D Boon ¢ Kambli V Vaidya 32
G Blewett ¢ and b 'f't‘nfllll:kﬂr 46
R Ponting ¢ Vadya b Prabhakar 62

S Waugh ¢ and b Kumbie 23
M Waugh ¢ Azharuddin b Srinath 48
I Healy not out 21
M Taylor b Srinath 0
S Warne not out -
Extras: (w-2, nb-6, b-2. 1b-3) 13

Total: (for 6 wkts, 50 overs| 250
Fall of wickets: 1-56; 2-103:;
J-158; 4-207: 5-226; 6-226.
Did not bat: T May, G
McGrath., J. Angel

Bowling: OM R W
M Prabhakar 10 0 61 1 l
Srinath 9 0 49 2
V Vaidya 7 0 36 |
A Kumble 7 0 28 ]
A Kapoor 9 0 38 0O
S Tendulkar 8 0 33 |

INDIA :

M Prabhakar b Angle 50
S Tendulkar ¢ Tavlor L Angle 47
N Sidhu run out 54
M Azharuddin ¢ Healy b Blewett 25
V Kambli not out : 5]
S Manjrekar ¢ Healy b May 14
N Mongia not out 6
Extras: fw-3. nb-T, Ib-1) 5

Total {for 5 wkis, 47.5 overs) 252
Fall of wickets: '1-97: 2-100:
3-144:.4-213; 5-233

Bowling O M R W
G McGrath 9 1. .45 0|
J Angle 10 1 47 2
S Warne 10 0 61 O
T May 106 0 51 1
G Blewett 85 0 47 1

Result: India win by five
wickets.

PHILADELPHIA,
Feb 22: World
number two An-
dre Agassi plgyed
blistering tennis
Lo soundly defeat

Swedisl gualifier Jan Apell 6-

4, 6-2 In just 51 minutes at
the 714,250 dollars Comcast

. US indoor men's tournament

on Tuesday. reports Reuter,
In other first-round
matches. Brazilian Luiz Mattar

e:hibiﬁnn, cricket match between England A and
haka Stadium. The tourists won the match by 20

=

Agassi awesome as ever|

defeated American Brad
Gilbert. who is also Agassi's
coach, 6-0, 6-4 and Brett
Steven of New Zealand came
back from a service break
deficit in the final set to defeat
Frenchman Fabrice Santoro 5-
7. 6-1, 7-6 (7-4).

Once
Agassi gained the early upper-
hand by breaking the 93rd-

ranked Apell's serve in the.

third game, he was never in
trouble. The second seeded
American broke serve twice in
the second set — in the first
and seventh games befdre
serving it out.,

"I was hitting the ball
strong,” Agassi said. "l just felt
that 1 played betier than he
did. | returned well, I, served
well and | just felt I had a bit
too much game for him."”

Even though Agassi played
well, he indicat¢d he wants to
improve all aspects of his game
in an effort to displace Pete

Singapore to
quit Malaysian
soccer league

SINGAPORE, Feb 22: Singa-
pore will pull its football team
out of the Malaysian football
league, Singapore soccer offi-
cials said today. reports Reu-
ter. .
They said Singapore, under
fire from Malaysia over match-
fixing scandals. was withdraw-
ing from the league for an In-
definite period to develop its
own league. The league com-
prises the Premier league,
which includes teams from
Singapore, Malaysia and Bru-
nel, and the Malaysian Cup,
which includes the same coun-

— Btar photo | (ries.

the second-seeded

Sampras and attain the num-
ber one ranking in the world. i'

“There is not one shot that |
I have that | don't want to im-
prove,” Agassi said. "I want to
improve my groundstrokes. and |
my serve and volley game. |
feel that | have a lot of room
for improvement and that's
what keep me going.

“It's nol a question of being
number one as a goal, being
number one is a by-product of
a lot of hard work."

Agassi said he would not be
available to play Davis Cup for
the United States in the quar-
terfinal tie against Italy set
down for Palermo March 31st
to April 2nd after Pete
Sampras turned down an invi-

tation from US Davis Cup cap-
tain Tom Gullikson.

1 can’t afford to go play un-
less Pete does.' Agassi said
"Because really I would be
falling behind, if I go and he
doesn |

‘Davis Cup can be very tax-

!i::"_!_'ll.. 5,
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Cairns, Douglas
-~ included
in NZ squad

CHRISTCHURCH. Feb 22:
Chris Caimms passed a late fit-
ness tesi and opener Mark
Douglas was Wednesday called
into the New Zealand cricket
team to face South Africa in a
crucial centenary series lm-
ited-overs match on Thursday
at Lancaster Park. reports AP

All rovinder Cairns has re-
covered frem a muscle strain
in the rib area and will be
available to bat and bowl, team
Tnanager Gren Alabaster said.

The winners of th¢ match
will face Australia in the tour-
nament final in Auckland on
Sunclery

Douglas, who made a cen-
tury for provinciali team We-
Hinglon agains: South Africa on

¥. E*1s his chance o
opernt the baiting with Mark

ig
Pat Symcox.

“It's a good position to be in
when you have o many players
all knocking on the door.”
Cromje said "It makes it hard
for the sefeciors, but it's good

. position to be in.”

SQUAD
Mark Doulgas. Mark Grea-
tbatch, Ken Rutherford (cap-
tain). Stephen Fleming Chris
Cairns, Shane Thomson, Adam
Parore. Justin Vaughan, Gavin

" Larsen. Chris Pringle, Danny

Morrison. |12th man: Brvan
Young.
Richardson to
lead Windies
- - b
against Aussies

BRIDGETOWN Barbados,
FFebh 22: Richie Richardson will
he back as West ladies' captain
lor the forthewning series aga-
st Austiralia i the,Caribbean.
reporis Reuter

The announcement by West
Indies Cricket Board of Control
(WICBC) on Monday comes
after Richardson ruissed the
recent tours ol hwdia and New
Zegdamd begause of acute fa-
Ligate. ’ : ]

Fast bowler Courrtney Walsh,
who led West Indies in India
and New Zealand. was named
vice-captain. .

The vice-captain is tradi-
tionaily chosen afier the team
has been selecied. bt WIHCBC
saitt Walsh s appointment at
this tithe was in recognition of
his oultstanding performance

As caplam boih nn and off the .
field during the period' of
Richie Rick .rdson's unavail-
ability © ' ’
Former fest fast bowler

Andy Roberis is to be West
Indies’ maviadger tor the tour by
Australia which starts on
March 5 and includes four
Tests and five one-day interna-
tionals. :

For Wesl Indies’ tour of
England siarting 'in May,
former Test paceman Wes Hall
lias heen appointed manager,
with Roberts as coach. '

Warwickshire
retain Lara's
services

LONDON. Feb 22: West
Indies batsiman Drian Lara to-
day agreed o new three-year
contraci with Faglish county
champions Wurwickshire, re-
ports Reutrry.

The deal. ending six
months of talks, means that
Lara will replace South African
paceman Allan Donald as the -
county's overseas player in
1996. He is unavailable this
scason because Wes! [ndies are
louring England.

Trinadadiafi Lara made a
stunning impact in his first
season in county cricket in
1994 . scoring a world-record
501 in a championship match
i June and completing 1.000
rivis in a record seven innings.

His imiperions form helped .
Warwickshire to the county
championship, the Benson and

vp and the Sunday
"Brian is the

ing. It takes three weeks out of
your schedule, your prepara-
tion week. the week you are
there and then the week to
come down form it. It's a hig
sacrifice to go play.

‘I can understand Pete's
desire Lo not want to go, but |
was a bit disappointed because
I lelt if we were (o rally as a
team, then let's do It. It's just
as much a cost for me and for
Jim Courter,”

The match between Steven

and Santoro was a seesaw |

stiggle.

The Frenchmuan needeg
iwo service breaks 1o claim the
first set, but then the New
Zealand dominated the sec-
ond Lo level the match.

Santoro raced (o a 3-0 lead
in the deciding set, but Steven
rallled back and forced a
tiebreaker which he won 7-4

world's best batsman and once
he said he wanted more county
cricket we were delighted to
welcome him back for a fur-
ther three yvears” said Dennis
Amiss,

"One possible proposal was
for Brian and Allan Donald to
alternate as the overseas player
— but when Brian said he
wanted a three-year contract
we decided that was the best
option for the club

Amiss said the decision had

|
’
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not been easy as Donald had
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Amiss sald the club were
considering the ol em-
ploying Donald as a bowling

coach.



