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Looming Threat

The countries of the Asia-Pacific region on the

concluding day, Monday, of their
ference on the environmental
them have virtually sent an SOS message to the
developed nations. Their appeal is that the threat
of the low-lying island countries going down into
the sea should be unitedly met by the nations of
the world. As the primary foulin agent of the en-
vill"unment!; t.htl'j dﬂvglﬂpf;i West should lessen the
reiease ol carbon dioxide by at least
by the year 2.000. ' SRSt eend
With the gradual warming of the earth the
countries of the region have a great cause for
alarm. Particularly for countries ﬁke Bangladesh
with a high concentration of population such an
environmental convulsion will gring about a catas-
trophic disaster. If the water level of the seas rise

three-day con-
disaster facing

-'by just one centimetre, quite a number of the sea-
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simply vanish

gded countries of the region will
have taken the

to the sea. No wonder that they
threat very seriously and also ask the rich coun.

%Qﬁ%uglne *cn hotise effetts has now beén
before us for quite some time. The initial enthusi-
asm as demonstrated by the rich nations for
dealing with it is now getting dissipated. So the
Asia-Pacific countries have felt the need to draw
once again the world's attention to the unprece-
dented threat, they are facing. If the industri-
alised countries are now adopting new safety
standards against environmental pollution, even
they had no such concern a few years back. Now
they are asking the developing countries to
match their standards with their own. Appar-
ently, there is nothing wrong in making such a
demand; but given the developing countries' low
industrial progress, they can hardly afford the
costly safety measures.

Here also the developed countries have a lot to
do and also in their best of interests. The prices
of devices that reduce industrial and automobile
pollution have to be brought down through re-
search and experiments and even made available
to the resource-scarce countries on soft-term
loans. As for bearing the cost of a global salvage
operation. the rich nations should f{eel that they
have moral responsibility in this behalf. They will

simply be recompensing for their part in making

the earlier mess. Let it be a shared job to save the
earth because we all share the same planet.
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Poisoning a Popular Food
+ Puffed rice — muri is one item of snack still
universally popular among the Bengali petl:_pie. It
has stood the challenge of time as well as of social
change. For centuries and till some decades ago
this was a plebeian food item looked down upon
by the urban and classy types. After independence
recognition came to jambura or batabi lebu —
shaddock or pomelo that is — as a fruit and space
was awarded to it generously besides grapes and
apples in the fruit stalls. Muri made a great leap
into morning dishes of even quite snobbish peo-
ple as part of theé same process of Bengali-isation
set in motion then. Many of our village habits and
preferences in food and medicine and individual
conduct started enjoying a happy revival with a

eneral beliet spreading that muri. chira and
cunéeniaiutéieﬁlevaﬁ%i.rﬁhtg W sa%d}émﬁdw;? :I{?;é?g
agreed the more informed people.

For some time past a rumour was spreadin
that muri was bein% prepared with the chemic
fertiliser urea. It helped muri become extra white
and be better puffed. Both added tremendously
to the market appeal of muri. But it wasn't
known for sure that the dear household food was
being prepared with poison, a rather recent de-
velopment.

uri used to be made in homes by individual
families. With demand increasing by leaps and
bounds, it became an item of mass manufacture,
certain villages and areas specialising in the pro-
SRt PIHIRAh S 5P BiSSE S fypamic
Gazipur to investigate the uréa connection. It
came out well-proven that utea was being used in
a ratio of one lpart in two with common salt in the
production of tens of thousands of maunds of
muri each day in the Gazipur district alone.

As both mass production and marketing are

. emphatic no. And unfortunately

done by a handful of businessmen it is up to now
vmgr feasible to stop the poisoning of a very good
and popular food item. Government can nip the
bad thing in its bud if it wants to. Can we not
hope that NGOs would take up the job ' of moti-
vating the individual producers against using
urea? ' . ' -
This s nof ceﬂainl?as bad as ten lakh people
applying for 16, yes sixteen, positions in govern-
ment employment, as it happened in Ker early
this month. But 20,000 students taking admis-
sion exams for MBBS this year is bad enough.
They would be in the impossible gladiatorial
arena fighting each for a total of 650 seats in the
nation’s 13 medical colleges or about 31 pupil
for one place.

0 are these valiant — and tragic— 20 thou-
sand? They are not pupils of the average mould.
They are— all 20 thousand of them — the very
.best co out from the nation's HSC grades of
the last few years. And 19300 of them or 97 per

- «cent of these gems would be rejected — such js

the stupendously lofty citadel of medical e -
tion in the country. 4.5 S

- There are two sides to this coin too. The ex-
ams are a device to cut the size of the demand to
that of supply— nothing more and nothing less
with no question of intellectual power and
achievement involved anywhere. On the other
side of the coin is the madness that drives the
parents of these students to storm the medical
gates and throw themselves in a fit of impossible

Jousting. What is there to -
ot ng medicine or to engi
' Does medicine mean sure-fire employment?

Does it mean more money than any alu-patal
business should yield? Thg answer fﬂ both;:a :n
A els f?lr lﬂ‘lfdl'[mdical
nginee acnelor degree is
a sufficient passport to becnn%ng a full s'caﬁlt- ro-
fessional with all the doors to the highest
perches open, the medicine graduate is very
nearly a non-entity in ‘the profession and must
embark on a few more years' cramming and dat-

ing with lady luck before h
5 el hldt?rh g re he or she can get only a

Weird is the word for
wasteful ! :

hopefuls while an e

the situation. Weirdly

emerging tiger on the
Asian economic front,
atleast that is the catchy
slogan, put forward to attract
foreign investment into the
country. According to our
Prime Minister, such invest-
ments from foreigners would
not only be safe and secured,
but earn good profit as well.

This newly coined termi-
nology of an emerging tiger
reminded me of an old (1960)
sales promotion campaign slo-
gan of ESSO — "Put a Tiger in
Your Tank". If it is a tiger, it
becomes catchy. or is it? We
are already well-known as the
land of the real animal and

visit Bangladesh posters of Par-

jatan display the famous Royal

Bengal Tiger in the back-
ground ol Sunderbans. | saw
the poster in a tailor's shop of
Bangkok. The Indian shop-
owner told me that lot of
Bangladeshis were his cus-
tomers and profusely thanked
the poster for that. Unfortu-
nately. the poster could pro-
mote tourism only in the re-

verse. : -
= Bangladesh. the emerging
tiger and put a tiger in your
tank fulfill strikingly similar
ambitions and follow 'remark-
ably uniform logic. Tiger con-
veys the image of considerable
strength, tremendous energy
and enormous speed. The
ESSO gasoline, as the Company
wants us to believe, would have
similar effects if used in your
car regardless of the fact that
you are caging in the ligquid
tiger inside the tank. Hope-
fully, your car will run like
crazv since it mMust beat the
impossible traffic of Dhaka.

1 Similarly, a rapidly growing

economy shows the tiger's
speed in its often double digit
growth rates: while at the

the agricultural sector. This is
reasonable since a large part of
our economic activity takes
place in agriculture and
agricultural related activities.
But what about the pockets of
industry. service, and other
activities within the largely
rural economy? Do they follow
the rules of semi-feudalism or
the rules of the market?
Within a market economy,
firms must conform to the
profit maximization principle,
since otherwise they will be
driven out of business. Only the
fittest — the most efficient —
firms can survive. Firms within
the semi-feudal economy —
even supposedly “modern”
firms — have no such cen-
straint on their behavior. The
survival of the fittest ment
does not really apply here
since competition is not well

leugal r M
A is%fm Lo specify what

drives firm behavior under
semi-teudalism. A variety of ob-
jectives can be envisioned for
-the semi-feudal firm such as
maximization ol employment,
minimization of
‘workloads. budget maximiza-
tion, maintenance ol the status
quo, or even simply survival.

MPs

. Sir, During the last few
months there has been lots of
very critical and illuminating
discussion on our Constilution
. surrounding the matter of
‘caretaker government'. This
has led to many questions and
%ﬂ has gone to the high-

rt of law of the country.
Never before during the last
half a eentury the people in
this country had shown 'so
much interest in
Constitution and the law. I
consider this as a good
-sign. Everything in life has a
good and bad side. And the
uncertainty that has been cre-
ated by the question of
‘caretaker ' government’, 'en

the question of the sovereignty
of the parliament has created

lic mind that new questions
are coming up in the mind of
layman like me. °

I am not a politician,
lawyer, civil servant or an
armed personnel. | am just an
ordinary citizen retired from a
commercial firm after 40 years

| of service. But as a citizen 1

have to cast vote every now
and then to exercise my fran-
chise to elect a representative
to the parliament to act on my
(people’s) behalf in the parlia-
ment. Naturally, like, all the
citizens I have to judiciously
cast my vote even if it's once in
five years and therefore a lot of
questions arise in my mind as
to what is the Constitution,
what is sovereignty and who
checks whether the members
elected by me exercise the
power delegated by me judi-
ciously as | wanted him to do
or not? Where is my remedy if

hedocunnmetlunglnthepu-

ANGLADESH is the /

E have been discuss-
W ing the role of semi-
leudalism mostly in

developed within the semi- -

individual

cide with personalized con-

ublication in
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
| with double space. For reasons of space, short letters

-are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are ‘accepted. However, all communica-
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so much of interest in the pub-
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Emerging Tiger

a newly industridlizing economy is

sustained economic growth of near-around 10 per cent per annum over the next twenty years

same time. it builds up the
strength by growing bigger
with each passing day.

To me. tiger conveys ma-
jestic beauty — particularly in
its natural habitat. Once deep
inside Sunderbans, | had the
golden chance to witness the
rare sight of a full grown male
tiger, staring defiantly at our
passing boat. The animal ig-
nored us completely, turned
around and quickly went in-
side the forest — vanished out
of our sights within a few
minutes. The majestic tiger
does not conjure up the image
of growing economy unless the
patterns of growth are envi-
ronmentally sound and sus-

tainable. These days
'be growth at all cost; it must

be pollution free, nature
friendly and receptive to the
demands of the future genera-
tions to come.

When it's the Tiger
Emerged

Bangladesh is now the
emerging tiger and what it
would be when the tiger has
fully emerged? 1 will try to
conceive it as follows: Start off
from Tentulia up in the north
after breakfast and I should be
able to reach Dhaka, 500 kilo-
metres down south for an ex-
cellent lunch at my favourite
restaurant: although there
should bl atleast few hundred
first class restaurants to
choose from. Thereafter, leave
Dhaka and arrive Cox's Bazar
for a lovely seafood dinner by
the beach. It would mean a

INSTITUTIONS IN

it cannot

total journey of around 1,000
kilometres covered in one day
and in course thereof, passed

through two very large urban
metropolis and atleast few
dozen small to medium sized
towns — all heavily industrial-
ized. When the country's econ-
omy is the tiger emerged, per
capita Iincome should be
around a thousand United
States dollars, majority of the
citizens are urban dwellers,
working in modern enter-
prises, primarily the manufac-
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turing sector of the economy:;
while, agriculture is also
thriving, producing atleast a
maund of paddy in each deci-
mal of rice land. There will be
universal education and access
to health services enjoyed by

everybody

--Tht basic to this guantum .

leap from the status of a least
developed to a newly indus-
trializing ec is sustained
economic growth of near-
around 10 per cent per annum
over the next twenty years —
inspite of the frequencty of nat-
ural (not man-made) disasters.
Such rapid rates of growth can
be sustained if labour intensive
manufacturing for exports are
enabled to expand at the speed
of a tiger with boundless en-

How Semi-Feudal Insti
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WINDOW ON ASIA |

ergy and vigour. But is it feasi-
ble? Why not. Other Asian
tigers have done so in the past.
There is new about it
and if it was possible else-
where — why not in Bangla-
desh? '

in our region of Asia and
the Pacific, the first four such
tigers, branded as the "Gang of
Four”, were South Korea.
Hongkong. Singapore and Tai-
wan province of China. Later
on. Malaysia. Thailand, In-

donesia and coastal provinces

i
.Ir':':.

of China also emerged as newly
industrializing countries or
regions. South Asia lagged be-
hind all throughout. The pre-
conditions for a dramatic

breakthrough were conspicu-
ously lacking

The first and foremost of
these pre-conditions consist of
an outward looking, opeh
economy where unrestricted
private enterprise as well as
competitive market forces
reign supreme.. However, by
late 1980s, the market-
friendly approach to economic
growth has been estab-
lished and in south Asia, the
countries are competing with
each other to woo the multi-
®ationals and other foreign in-
veslors to join that market-led

e e

growth in investments. ex-
ports and GDP. But only
Bangladesh among SAARC
countries stands the chance of
becoming the next Asian tiger
or a newly industrializing

Most Homogeneous

This is because Bangladesh
is the mest homogenous in
terms of race. religion, lan-
guage and culture. Pakistan
and Sri Lanka suffer from
deep-seated divisions
their own peoples; while Nepal
is land-locked, too isolated to
join the mainstream of export-
led growth on a sustainable ba-
sis. I[n other parts of Asia, the

" infrastructure of Vietnam is as

yet too weak to bear the pres-
sures from large inflows of in-
vestments. The other two In-
dochinese countries are also
too far behind.

The two glants of Asia, India
and China fall in a different
category. [t may be noted that
the triad of the global economy
— USA, Japan and EEC — may
as a matter of strategy. try to
keep the Asian giants away
from NIC category: certain
parts of China and India would
in the very near future become
heavily industrialized but dis-
parities within would not only
persist but enlarge in course of
time.

Among other countries, the
Philippines has missed the
boat, Brunei is not interested
and so is the case with Burma,

A SEMI-FEUDAL REGIME-II

by Dipasis Bhardra, Zahid Hussain and Laura Jean Bhadra

However, given that the goal of
the firm under a semi-feudal
regime is not likely to be profit
maximization, it is also un-
likely that there will be a clear
and fair correlation between
wages and productivity,

In a competitive market
economy people, in essence,
are.paid what they are worth.
Wage equals to marginal prod-
uct implies that competence is
rewarded. Within the semi-
feudal system, by contrast,
there is no guarantee that
pebple are in fact paid what
they are worth. Rewards and

punishments come about in a -

rather random way, through
personal contacts and other
non-economic factors such as
likings and dislikings for- par-
ticular persons. It is not just
that competence is not re-
warded, in fact. if competence
appears as a threat to the dom-
inant partners or parties
within the system.-it may even
be/penalized.

Vhat is the end result of
the absence ul a well defined
incentive system? We have

seen Lhat competent persons '

are not rewarded properly un-
der semi-feudalism, except in
rare cases by coincidence, e.g
competence happens to coin-

can

tacts. What are their options?
They can leave in an attempt
to find a place where they will
be properly rewarded. Or they
continue to struggle
against an inefficient system.
Or they can give up the fight
and decrease their efforts to
the point where by deliberately
lowering their own productiv-
ity, they bring their wages in
line with their marginal prod-
uct. Incompetent persons
within the organization, how-
ever, understand very well that
they are being paid more than
they are worth and more than
they would be paid under a
true market system. The sys-
temi in effect amounts to a
cross-subsidization eof incom-
petent by competent persons.
Incompetent individuals thus
have very little incentive to’
leave the semi-feudal za-
tion, It is in their self interest
to remain entrenched in the
organization and devote their
efforts to protecting their eco-
nomic rents.

Thus, even supposedly
modern pockets within the
serni feudal system have a built

in bias towards attracting and '

retaining incompetent per-
sonnel. Lacking the discipline

‘of the market. the firm under
_t_hf 513_1_1:1_1-15_9_11;_] regime has a
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tions must bear the writer’s real name, signature and

liament contrary to my wishes
or in violation of my rights

and privileges as guaranteed
under the Constitution (the

first person here means the
people). L 5w

Lately we have been hearihg
that the parliament Iis

- soverejgn, but nowhere in the

Constitution I could find that
the parliament is sovereign.
Art 7 of the Constitution says
as follows :

. "All powers in the Republic
belong to the people and their
exercise on behalf of the peo-
ple shall be effected only un-
der and by the authbrity of,
this Constitution. _

(2) This Constitution is as
the solemn expression of the
will of the people, and
supreme law of the Republic,
and if any other law is incon-
sistent with this Constitution
that other law shall, to the ex-
tent of the inconsistency, be

~void."”

So the sovereignty lies with
the Constitution and not with
the parliament. Now there are
certain fundamental rights
guaranteed by the Constitution

. and' if our representatives in

the parliament passed any law

which is contrary to those
laws, who will interpret
whether the law is in violation
of the sovereign law? This is a
question the legal pundits
must clarify to us, the people,
the sovereign power.

Art 78(3) says that a mem-
ber of the parliament shall not
‘be liable to proceedings in re-
spect of anything said or any
vote given, by him in parlia-
ment or in any committee
thereof.

No extra privileges seem to
have been given to an MP by
the Constitution. By Art 78 (5)
of the Constitution the privi-

leges of member "may be de-
termined by an -Act of
Parliament." - '
Now is it fair if by passing
act of the parliament the MPs
grant to themselves the privi-

lege of importing cars free of

import duty causing loss to the
exchequer? Who is to inter-
pret if our representatives are
transgressing their authority as
guaranteed in the
Constitution? Can the MPs
change Constitution at will
without the consent of the
sovereign people even if they
can muster two-thirds major-
ity? Here the highest court
comes in to the picture. They
have to decide if a law enacted
by the parliament is within the

limits of the sovereign
Constitution.
PGM

New Eskaton, Dhaka

retardation

Sir, The discovery of a gene
that causes the most common
type of inherited mental retar-
dation was announced in May
1991 by a team of researchers
in the United States and the
Netherlands. The identifica-
tion of the gene is expected to
lead to a prenatal test for the
genetic defect. The scientists
said it may eventually also be
possible to treat individuals
who inherit the defect, to pre-
vent their becoming retarded.

The gene underlies a condi-
tion called "Fragile X Syn-
drome”. so named because it is
often associated with a break
in the X chromosome. Chro-
mosomes are tiny structures in
the cell nucleus that carry the
genes (DNA). The X chromo-
some is one of two chromo-
somes that determine persen's
sex. The other is Y. Females
have two X chromosomes in
each cell, males have one X
and another Y chromosome.
"Fragile X Syndrome" affects
about 1 male in 1,500 and |
female in 2500. But the ge-
netic defect causing it, is more

self-perpetuating system
whereby competent persons
have every incentive to leave
and incompetents have every
incentive to stay. What s sur-
prising about firms within the
semi-feudal regime is not that
they run as poorly as they do,
but that they manage to run at
all. We venture to suggest that
those firms who manage to run
somewhat successfully in spite
of the semi-feudal regime are
the ones who have been most
able to insulated themselves
from semi-feudal instruments
by relying on market signals
and creating their own well
defiped internal incentive sys-
tems. '

Dynamic Inefficiency of

Semi-Feudal Economy

The source of dynamic inef-
ficiency of semi-feudal regimes
lies in the absence of a well
defined internal incentive
structure. By failing to reward
‘competence it leaves
individuals with little incentive
to invest in building human
capital. There is a parallel
between interventionism and
semni-feudalism. .
Interventionism attracts real
resources towards rent
seeking activities. Semi-
feudalism attracts realere-

e ———— S —

commeon than that. For reasons
that have yet to be established.
not every one who carries the
abnormal gene suffers from the

syndrome

The researchers in - the

United States found the gene.

very close to the point on the
X chromosome where the
break always occurrs. The gene
is a faulty version of a normal
gene that apparently is impor-
tant in the development of the

The investigators said: that
although they do not yet know
lﬁf‘ exact function of the gene,
théey have analyzed the protein
that the gene (DNA) codes for
and found it to be very unusual.
One segment of the protein
contains 30 consecutive
molecules of an amino acid
called "Arginine”. Amino acids
are the building blocks of pro-
tein which are about 20 kinds.

No other protein containing -

such a long string of that
(arginine) amino acid s
known to the molecular biolo-
gists. :

Now that the gene respon-
sible for the syndrome has
,been located. researchers
hope to learn how an abnormal
version of that gene can dis-
rupt brain development and
what other effects it might
have besides retardation. Neu-
roscientists suspect that Frag-
ile X Syndrome may lie behind
some other mental disorders
such as autism, hyperactivity .
and learning disabilities,

It is obviously a good news
for both the relatives and the
persons who have been suffer-
ing from these above men-
tioned mental disorders from
his early childhood. In our
country, we usually do neot
sympathise with the plight of
the mentally retarded persons.
This is a heinous act both from
the ethical and medical point
of view. So should we be indif-
ferent and rude to these help-
less persons?

Munir Ahmed

Dept. of Botany
Dhaka Unipversity.

L

“and talented. This

sources towards cultivation
and demonstration of loyalty.
For instance, subordinate em-
ployees in semi-feudal firms
spend a considerable amount
of time pleasing their superi-
ors. The latter encourage it
because it contindally reaffirms
the fact that are in com-
mand. Work is'affected. how-
ever. Displaying loyalty re-
ceives
things “done leading to sloth in
organizational behavior.

This is sustainable as long

-as the markets in which they

operate remain protected.
With such protection, either
from the government or
through private action
(mastanism), an equibibrium
characterized by economic
stagnation can easily emerge.
Lack of incentives for compe-
tence discourages accumula-
tion of human capital and in-
duces emigration of the gifted
prevents
the size of the pie from grow-
ing which in turn intensifies

the pressure for being loyal in

order to maintain one's share
of the fixed pie. This rein-
forces the initial situation.

_Gmwth of true market ori-’
- ented .irms «comes from inno-

vative activities which histori-
cally have been led by nonagri-
cultural séctors. As such firms
spread . throughout the econ-

although resource-wise, these
two countries are the
richest in the region. So this
leaves Bangladesh with good
fortune and if we are deter-
mined to overcome the odds.

primarily political in nature,
we are in for a long period of

good luck.

Apartfmmt.he'

factor, it must be noted

our textile industry.

garment manufacturing. is now
ready for a period of consider-
able expansion. Same is the
case with shrimp, other sea
foods, leather, plastics and all
other products where labour is
a large component of the total
cost of manufacturing. In addi-
tion, the inpternal market,
given the population of around
140 million by the turn of the
century. is bound to be fairly
large in order to attract the
global multinationals.

With the completion of the
Jamuna bridge, privatization of
tele-communication services,
coming of age of the stock
market and the emergence of
forward-looking, large private
sector enterprises — we have
now acquired the desired ab-
sorptive capacity te welcome
foreign investment on a multi-
billion dollar scale.

Among problems we faced,
population was by far the most
intractable and our people
have shown that mspite of all
the constraints, the fertility
rates have started to go down
and we are on our way towards
achieving a stable population.
There is a development con-
sciousness pervading
country and Bangladeshi i
grant workers all over the
world have proved that we are
as good as anyone and give us
the chance — can prove jt
to the rest of the world.

tutions Survive Over Time

omy. semi-feudal rules become
extinct even though at the out-
sel existing semi-feudal firms
may resort to nonmarket

means to retaliate effi-
cient competition. Unless
aided by the coercive power of

the state, however, such retali-
ations cannot succeed for long
when consumer awareness of
their rights is heightened by

priority over getting.

developmernts in their en-
forcement capabilities.

Transformation of semi-
feudalism into a market society
is thus only a matter of time.
Population pressure. techno-
logical progress, growth of
communication networks, and
globalization of co and
factor markets are all forces
which will hasten the dissola
tion of feudal social structures. |
The urge to maximize th
standard of living is inherent
in human nature. The si
most important effect ‘of global
integration will be in terms of
freeing individuals to pursue
unimpeded what their inher-
ent nature dictates them to do.
Alternatives to market system
such as feudalism, semi-fedual- *
ism or socialism are not viable
in the long run precisely be-
cause instead of helping the
constructive growth of this
aspect of human nature, they
attempt to stifle it.

On Sunday : The Role of the

Art B
Buchwald'sE!

Love Those Fund-raisers
I wias atl a $1 million fundraiser for Newt Gingrich the

other evening im Washington and was fortunate enough to
various foundations and political action committees.

sit next to Tim Smith, a- major contributor to Newt's
He denied that he donated money to Newt in exchange

for
political favors. "The reason | come to these dinners is be-
cause | love the food." Tim said. "You're not going to get a
piece of chicken this tasty even at the Four Seasons.” ’

"l never thought of a political fund raiser as a three star
restaurant,” | admitted. i

“It's not just the Caesar salad and Baked Alaska that bring
me out,” Tim said, "I like the good fellowship that goes with a
Newt Gingrich affair; Everybody here hates the same things
and the same people. All a speaker has to do is mention
Connie Chung, and he gets a standing ovation. One joke about
pregnant mothers on welfare is worth the $2.000. | love
politicians because they put fire in my belly."

I said. "Newt is the most successful fund-raiser in political
history. In the last 10 years he has pulled in $17 million, I
can't believe that people give him money simply to have a
delicious dinner." :

Tim grumped, "Are you saying that Newt doesn't care
about the food he serves at these benefits?"

"No. All I'm saying is that there are some lobbyists who feel
a substantial donation 1o one of his funds would help him look

kindly on their indnstry ©
at's how dumhbh vou media people are. An insurance

company. for example, will give Gingrich money only because
it likes the wine he serves at the banquet. Newt doesn't even
know how much an insurance company donates to his
foundatian. As far as he's concerned everyone who gives gets
the same wine and great treatment, Gingrich will not de
favors for the insurance industry just because it offers to
underwrite his college teaching classes.”

| said. "According to NBC. the Kohler family gave
$757.000 to Newt. As Speaker of the House, wouldn't Newt
be more tempted to call a member of the Kholer family if the
Capitol toilets won't flush?”

Tim was furious, "That isn't how political fund-raising
workse. Newt doesn't care about the plumbing in the House.
He is concermed about the ridiculous federal plumbing regula-
tions that are himdering his Contract With America. That's
where he and the Kholer family are working the same side of
the street.”

I tried to change the subject. "Do you find this chicken a
litthe tough?" 1 asked Tim

"A little, but it's much tastier than the French toast they
served al a prayer breakfast for Newt in Atlanta last week ~

By arrangemery with Los Angeles Times Syndicate and
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