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US China sign elght
trade agreements

SHANGHAI. Feb us
Energy Secretary Hazel Uieary
said here today that her cur
rent visit to China has already
seen the signing of eight co-
pperdtive agreements between
the US and China in Shanghai.
reports Xinhua.

O'leary and her trade mis-
sion arrived here Sunday.

This morning, she attended
a symposium on 'the functions
of local governments in Sino-
US energy cooperation’, and
was presenlt at the signing
ceremony of the eight agree-
ments in the afternoon.

The total investment for the
eight Sino-US energy coopera-
tion projects will exceed two
billion US dollars. sources said.
~ Xu Kuangdi. deputy mayor

of Shanghai, met with O'leary
at noon today. Xu expressed
the hope that US investors and
manufacturers would increase
their cooperation with
Shanghai in the field of energy.

Speaking on behalf of US
president Clinton. the US sec-
retary said that. apart from de-
veloping trade relations with
China, the US attaches great

importance Lo the cooperation
beiween the two countries.

AP adds: Talks on l{mprov-
ing China's protection against
piracy of US movies, music and
other products continued to-
day, a day afier both sides re-
ported progress

Meanwhile. Hazel O'Leary
arrived in Beijing late today
heading a delegation of more
than 50 US energy industry
execulives hoping to find more
business in China

Today's trade talks covered

Editorial on Page-4

copyright verification, software
piracy and customs controls.
according to a statement from
Lhe US Embassy

"Although the two sides
continued to narrow their dif-
ferences, several outstanding
issues remain to be resolved.”
it said.

Tomorrow the negotiations
will be conducted with higher-
ranking officials — US Deputy
Trade Representative Charlene
Barshefsky and Vice Trade
Minister Sun Zhenyu.

20000 may sit for MBBS
admission test

By Ripon Baig

At least 20 thousand stu-
dents will appear in the ad-
mission test for the MBBS
course which will be held on
March 17 at 9 in the morning. -

Aecording Lo a source, the
exact number of candidates
would be known within the
next two weeks.

More than 20,000 students
had collected application
forms from the 13 government
medical colleges upto January
11.

. Last year, about 16 thousand -

students sat for the test.

This year the authorities
have changed some of the
rules for the test.

According 1o new rules, the
total marks [or the test will be
190 instead of 140. Out of this,
150 marks will be for /the
written test,” 20 for the viva
voce and one per cent of the
total marks secured by, the
candidate in the SSC and HSC
examinations.

In the written test, there
will be 45 marks each for
‘physics, chemistry and biology
and 15 for English. The stu-
dents will get one -and a half
hours completing their an-
SWETS.

- Students who had passed
the SSC and the HSC examina-
tions in 1990 and 1992 re-
spectively will also be allowed.

to sil for the test along with
regular students. There will
not be any deduction of num-

- bers in the case of such irregu-

lar students.

On the basis of the written

test, 2,500 students will be se-
lected for the viva voce,

After publication of the final
results a waiting list of 200
students, according to merit,
will also be published.

A source said the number of
candidates increased this year
because of the new rules.

There are 1450 seats in the
1.} government medical col-
leges and the -seat allocations
are as follows: 150 each for the

.Dhaka Medical College, Sir

Salimullah Medical College,
Mymensingh Medical College,
Sher-e-Bangla Medical College,
Barisal, Chittagong Medical
College, Sylhet MAG Osmani
Medical College. Rajshahi
Medical College and Rangpur
Medical College and 50 each
for the five new colleges.

These five are: The Faridpur
‘Medical College, the Khulna
Medical College, Comilla Me-
dical College. Shaheed ‘Ziaur
Rahman Medical College,
Bogra and the Dinajpur
Medical College.

- There are also 16 reserved
seats for the tribal students.

Writs

filed by his client was a posi-

tive one since the Speaker

wilﬂuliy}k and intentionally
withheld’ the resignation let-
ters in violation of the consti-

-tutional provision and the

Rules of Procedure of Parlia-

ment. .

Clarifying the point of locus
standi of the petitioner, advo-
cate Islam said that as a politi-
cally conscious mian, his peti-
tioner has the right to contest

" as a candidate for membership
of ‘Parliament in the by-elec-
tion in the vacant seat..

‘ "His legal right of participa-
tioni in the by-election against
‘vacant seat has been disturbed
because of confusion created

- by the Speaker and Parliament
secretary by not (not) allowing
the Election Commission to

* ‘take necessary steps for hold-

* ing election in due tiéme," ad-
vocate Islam said. :

Disputing the contention of

~ the Speaker's counsel Barris-
ter Asrarul Hossain that the
vacancy of the seats of the
resigning members will be ef-

fective from the date of gazette

notification, advocate Islam

~ said as per constitutional pro-
visions and  the Rules of

Procedure of Parliament; the .

vacancy of the seats would be
effective from the date of oc-
currence  that is from
December 28 last year.

The larger bench compris-
'ing Justice A M Mahmudur
Rahman. Justice Kazi Ebadul
Huq and Justice' M A Karim
will resume on February 22.

‘Busmessman robbed
- of Tk 50000 in
| . Pabna

' PABNA, Feb 20: Masked
muggers attacked a business-
man and snatched Tk 50,000

nedr station club in the .town,

in the early hours' today
(Monday), reports UNB.

Police said the miscreants,
numbering about eight, at-
tacked Abdul Jalil, owner of
Rubel Garments, while he was
on his way to the local bus
stand after Shehri. |

The muggers snaiched the

Clash over -

sharing of
bribe

LALMONFRHAT. Feb 20:
Fifteen people were injured.
four of them seriously, in a
clash between the activists of
the Awami e and the BNP
at Kumarhat in Aditmari thana
yesterday, reports UNB.

Police and witnesses said
the clash between the rival or-
ganisations erupted following a
-quarrel allegedly over sharing

of a bribe of Tk 8,000. The

money was collected from a
village arbitration.

Witnesses said goods worth
about Tk one lakh were looted
from the bazar during the
clash.

- Seriously injured Abtab
Uddip. 25. A Sattar,

Sayeed. 17 and Soleman, 35,
were admitted to Sadar
Hospital.

Indo-Pak meet

From Page One

democracy,” made up of intel-
lectuals, human rights ac-
tivists, writers, journalists.
trade union leaders, law]rers
and film actors, first met in
the Pakistani city uf Lahore laz-:-t
September.

"Lahore was the starting
point. We know the problems
cannot be solved overnight and
we need to build constituen-
cies for peace in' both the
countries,” Mukherjee said,
adding that it was necessary to
keep the pressure on the two
governments. :

"We don't know when the
governments will be influence.
We are not looking for indica-

tions that the governments qf

India and Pakistan are jumping
with joy over our conventior,"
he said.

The group said in a state-
ment it wanted a peaceful solu-
tion to the Kashmir problem
and believed Politiea of con-

frontation had [ailed to benefit

. people of the two countries.

"We believe that the rising
tide of religious intolerance
and sectarian violence within
our countries feeds on this

. climate of mutual hostility and

strengthens the forces of

18, Abu

money at gun point. They also xenophobia." the statement
beat him up indisciminately. said.
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Prime¢ Minister Begum Khaleda Zia with the recipients of the ‘Ekushey Padak’ for 1994 at the

* o o

Osmany Memorial Hall in the city yesterday

PM: Padak
From Page One

works.” she said
She hoped that the honour

to the celebrities, which is
recognition for outstanding
contribution, would Nourish
their horizon of creativity and
their contribution enrich the
repertory of our knowledge,
rt. literature and culture

"Let our own art and cul
ture. individuality and respe«!

through vour works book per
manent berth in the world
commumnity.” Begum Zia added

She recalled the works of
our poets and litterateurs ower
the past thousand vears which
enriched Bengali language as
one ot the great Iéumuagrs of
the world.

Mentioning the survival of
the nation in coexistence with
all adversities. the Prime
Minister hoped that all art and
literary works, and activities
would reflect the lifestyle of
the people of riverine

Bangladesh.

‘In the present day of mod-
ern communication technol-
ogy. national dignity and pride
can only be upheld through
flourishment and preservation
ol indigenous culture.,” she.
pmntﬂl oul.

—

.
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Threat to kill condemned
Christians in Pakistan

LAHORE. Feb 20: Judges
hearing the appeals of a Chris-
tiap teenager and another man
sentenced to death for blas
phemy were themselves
threatened with death Monday
by Muslim militants rallying
near the courthouse, reports
AFP.

Several of’ the 400 rally
participants delivered emo-
tiopal speeches calling for
dismissal of the death sen-
lence appeals. "If the death
sentences are reversed, we
will kill the judges and their
families,” one of them said

The crowd. which blocked
traffic ' for more than three
hours outside the heavily-
guarded Lahore High Court,
dispersed peacefully after’ the
court adjourned to take up the
case again on Tuesday.

One person described as a
"heart patient” died on way to-
a hospital in ap ambulance
which was stuck in the melee.
oificials said.

Salamat Masih,
uncle Rehmat Masih, 44, were
sentenced to death by a lower
court here earlier this month
on charges of hlaspheming

14, and his

Prophet Mohammad.

They were accused of
scrawling blasphemous re-
marks on papers and throwing
them into a Punjab province
mosque in 1993, when Sala-
mat Masih was only 12.

A third accused in the case,
Manzoor Masih. was slain by
unidentified gunmen here last
year.

The case, tried under a law
instituted by late military dic-
tator Mohammad Zia-ul-Haq,
has attracted International at-
tention and led Prime Mirmister
Benazir Bhutto to say it would
harm Pakistan's image abroad.

Benazir was accused of
contempt! of court for saying
she was shocked and unhappy
over Lhe guilty verdiet. The ac-
cusation was made in an appli-
cation to the country's appel-
late court by Advocate Ismail
Qureshi, who contends Benazir
was trying to influence the ap-
peals court in the matter.

The appellate court has re-
ferred the contempt issue to
the Chief Justice of the Lahore
High Court. recommending
fhat a larger bench be sel up to
hear it
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Ekushey

Ftom Page One
state language. but also accel-
erated the movement for de-
velopment of our own culture
and establishment of people's
rights,

Opposition leader Sheikh
in a message, called
upon the people to ‘safeguard
democracy' by strengthening
the movement for elections
under a neutral caretaker ad-
ministration.

She said democracy is now
al stake since the ruling party
ignored’ the ‘people's de-
mands. Besides, the govern-
melit s fatlure to rule the coun-
try properly and its autocratic
behaviour have been leading
the nation towards uncer-
tainty, she said.

In such a situation, the

great Ekushey has come up

with a new sptrit.and the peo-
ple would have to face the sit-

‘uation with that spirit for

making the ongoing movement
for democracy a sucress she
added.

The day is a puhlic holiday.

The national flag will fly at
half-mast.

As usual, Bangladesh Televi-
sion and Radio Bangladesh will
put up special programines
while the newspapers will
bring out special supplements
highlighting the significance of

the day.
The Central Shaheed Minar

‘in the city and its surrounding

areas have been given a face-
lift on the occasion. Some im-
portant road-islands in the city

'have also been decorated with

festoons inscribed with Eangla
alphabet.

Various political parties,
student bodies and socio-cul-
tural organisations have drawn
up befitting programmes to
observe the day. These include
discussions, seminars, milad
mahfil, blood donation cam-
paign and placing of wreaths at
the Shaheed Minar. :
- The govérnment has' also
asked all the mosques to or-
ganise Quran khwani and milad
mahfil and offer special
prayers for the salvation of the
souls of the martyrs.

The day's prograinmes be-
gan with the placing of
wreaths at the Central Sha-
heed Minar at two minutes
past midnight last nigh by
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia tp the strains of the famous

.song, "Amar bhaiyer roktey

rangann Ekushey February

amiki bhulitey pari."> _

A coordination committee
titled "Committee for Obser-
vance of Amar Ekushey '95"
has been formed for maintain-
ing sanctity of the day and en-
able people from ail walks of
life to visit the Shaheed Minar
in a solemn atmosphere.

The committee headed by
Prof A T M Zahurul Haque,
President of the Dhaka Univer-
sity Teachers' Association, has
urged the people not to hang

any portraits, posters or ban-
"neérs at the Shaheed Minar and

not to bring out processions or
hold rallies in the Doyel

" Mobarak Hessam

returnsto Inspire

square, Chankhar Poel,
and Plassey areas.

The Shilpakala Academv has

taken up an elaborate pro-

gramme to mark the day. The
programme includes laying
wreaths at the Shaheed Minar
early today and discussion
meeting and cubtural function
at 10 am.

State Minister for Cultural
Alfairs Jahanara Begum will
attend the function as chief
guest, while Prof Ahmad Rafiq,
Khan Ataur Rahman and Prof
Jubaida Gulshan Ara will take
part in the discussion with Di-
rector General of the academy
Khan in
chair. :

Self-composed poems will
- be recited at the function
while artistes of the Shilpakala

Academy, Altaf Mahmud
Sangeet Bidya Niketan, Bulbul

‘Lolitakala Academy and Abhvyu-

daya Sangskritik . Protisthan
will render songs.

The Bangla Academy is al-
ready holding nearly a month-
long Ekushey book fair and has
organfsed staging of drama.
painting show, lecture series
and musical soiree,

Today's programme of the
academy include a discussion
on "Significance of Ekushey on
our lives." Syed Maksud Ali will
present the keynote paper.

Vice-Chancellor of Dhaka
Universily Prof Emajuddin
Ahmed will be in the chair.

‘Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP) has chalked out elabo-

’Fhuu=anda

city last rdight.

rale programme to obseérve
the dqy. The programme in-
cludes hoisting the national
flag and party flags at half-mast
besides black flags at party of-
fices including the party cen-
tral office at Nayapaltan in the
city. Leaders and workers of
the party and its fronl organi-

sations will assemble near the
New Market at 6 am wearing
black badges and march to-
wards Azimpur graveyard to of-
fer fateha and place wreaths at
the mazars of the Ekushey
martyrs.

Awami League's programme
on the day includes hoisting of
the national flag and black flags
at its central office and at the
Bangabandhu Bhaban at. half-
mast. Leaders and activists of
the party and its front organi-
sations. wearing black badges,
will gather at New Market.at

' 65:30 am and walk bare-footed

towards the Central Shaheed
Minar for placing wreaths at
7:30 am.

Other political parties, in-
cluding Left Democratic Front,
Workers Party, JSD, BSD, CPB,
NAP, Gano Forum, JAGPA and

-siudent bodies JCD and BCL

will place wreaths at the Sha-
heed Minar. Nazrul Institute,

Islamic Foundation, Sangbadik

Oikva Andolan. Bangladesh
Udichi Shilpi Goshthi, North
South University and many
“other ofganisations and insti-
tutions will pay tribute to the
martyrs of the Language Move-
mernd through similar progra-
nimes.

paid their tribute to the martyrs of the 1952
LLanguage Muve:nent at the Central Shaheed Minar in the
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Digital phones
T & T takes steps
to improve

service

By Staff Correspondent

The Telegraph and Tele-
phone (T&T) Board has taken
some steps to improve the
service of the digital telephone
exchanges and resclve the
problems of delayed dial tone
and" cross connection

The Boagd has already con-
tacted the National Electric
Company (NEC}. supphlier of
the digital equipment, to en-
sure fault-free service to the
clients. a statement clarifying
the position of the Board said
yesterday

The clarification followed a
report published in The Dally
Star on February 15 which said
that digital telephone service
in different areas of the capital
has become troublesome due
to imbalance and ovemdoaded
sysiem.

It pointed out that lhc tele-
phone traffic frnm Motijheel
and Dilkusha Commercial areas
has recently mcreased.

To meet the increased de-
mand, the T&T Board has pro-
vided digital lines of these two
areas from Nilkhet and
Maghbazar digital exchanges
which were originally designed
to cater mastly to the. low-traf-
fic residential areas, the

statement said.
Besides. the reduction of

digital ISD eonnection fees by
Taka 10,000 and introduction
of card phones having I1SD fa-
cilities have also increased the
number of telephone calls,
putting pressure on the exist-
ing facilities, it said.

Outda and warn-oul ca<
ble networks and, sometimes,
when digital line is connected
with analog number were
prone Lo cross connection. the
clarification said.

It further said installation of
additional 20,000 digital lines
for Motijheel and Dilkusha
during the third quarter of this
year would eventually ease the
situation and also improve the
service at the Maghbazar and
Nilkhet exchanges.

In addition, installation of
one lakh new digital lines, in-
cluding 20,000 at Ramna ex-
change next year would also
further improve the overall
telephone service in the city,
it added. !

3 more killed

in Manipur

post-polls clash

NEW DELHI, Feb 20: Indian
troops gunned doéwn three

tribal separatist guerillas in the

'northeastern state of Manipur,

taking to nine the number of
people killed during local elec-
tions, officjals said today, re-
ports AFP.

Three militants r.::-f the out-
lawed National Socialist
Couneil of Nagaland (NSCN)
were slain in a gunbattle in the
s#tate’'s Chandel district on
Sunday. the Press Trust of In-
dia (PTI) reported.

The soldiers also drrested -

three militants and seized two
AK-47 rifles.

The NSCN has been waging
an armed campaign for nearly
four decades to secede Naga-
land. a Christian-majority state
adjoining Manipur. from India.

The NSCN is also active in
Manipur, where hundreds have
been killed in clashes in the
past vear between the rival
Nag: and Kuki tribes. Manipur,
like Nagaland, borders Myan-
mar.

Judges' promotion
From Page One

Counsels for the petitiener.
argued that Article 116 pro-
vided that any posting. pro-
motion or transfer of mem-
bers of the judieial service
could only be done by the gov-
ernment after consultation
with the Supreme Court and
this was a mandatory require-
ment and an essential safe-
guard for the independence of
the judiciary.

It was further argued that
without any such constitutional
saleguard the execulive branch
ot the goverimment could exer-
cise absolute discretion with
regard to promotion of judicial
service officers to executive
posis and thus, the indepen-
dence of the subordinate judi-
ciary would.be undermined.

The High Oourt also ac-
cepted the petitioner's sub-
mission that the writ was
maintainable in this case.

The counsel for the re-
spondents argued that the
promotion of district judge to
a non-judicial post such as that
of Joint Secretary in the Law
Ministry does not require con
sultation with the  Supreme
Court and further stated that
any grievances in this regard
could be redressed by the Ad-
ministrative Tribunal and
hence the writ petition to the
High Court Division was not
maintainable.

Dr Kamal Hossain and
Amiral [slam appeared for the
petitioner and were assisted by
Abdul Baset Majumder, Subratia
Chowdhury and Pramila
Biswas.

Sénior Advocate T H Khan
was specially appointed to rep-
resent the governmen! in the
case He was assisted by Depu-
ly Attorney General Kaiser
Ahmed and F H Khan
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FARIS. Feb 20: Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat said
Monday that the Middle East peace process was at an impasse

because of Israel's

delay in respecting the peace accords. He

appealed to President Francois Mitterrand of France to help
move Lhe process forward in a 30-minute meeting that
concluded his three-day visit to Paris, reports AP. |

French judicial police chief quits

PARIS. Feb 20: A police chief at the centre of a French po-
litical scandal over phone-tapping offered to resign today, the

interior ministry said. Jacques Franquet
had written to Interior Minister Charles Pasqua to

police.

., head of the judicial

offer his resignation, the ministry said in a stalement, reports

Reuter.

| Six arrested on charge

of fraud in city

Six people. including a for-
mer UP chairman. were de-
tained in Dhaka vesterday on
charge of fraud. reports UNB.

Acting on a tip off. police
held Abdul Mannan Sikder. 50.
ex-chairman of Kalkinl union
parishad in Madaripur district,
when he was trying to draw Tk
3.5 lakh against a fake cheque
at the Fakirerpool branch of
the Janata Bank at 12:30 pm.

Five of his accomplices —
Syed Manjurul Huq Manju, 37,
Rahat Hossain., 35. Momin Ali,
32. Farug Ahmed. 38 and
Alamgir Khanh. 35 — were later
arrested from Chankharpool. -

Police said the members of
Lhe gang. involved for long in
lorging cheques, first search
for account numbers having big
amounts of money in different
banks and then draw cheque
books by forging the signatures
of the account helders before
drawing the money.

The gang drew Tk 87 lakh
in a similar manner two years

| ago

Mannan, the gang leader,
atempted to draw the money
vesterday from a current ac-

count of one Haider Hossain. a
businessman.

Besides forging cheques,
the gang swindled business-

Hasina

From Page One

Hisina said the objective of
the current moverhenlt was to
protect the interest of the
people, their rights to vote and
food and overall welfare.

She said Parliament had
lost its legitimacy after en
masse resignation of opposi-
tion MPs. [t has been turned
into a one-party Parliament,
she said, adding that the gov-
ernment has alse lost its right
to remain ir power,

“The goveirnment is puahmg
the country towards con-
frontation to realise its evil po-
litical design.” Hasina said.

She said common people
are suffering due to price-hike
of "essentials during the holy
month of Ramadan. They were
in a fix for the price rise of
rice, pulses, edible mi and salt,
she said.

Awami Leapue leaders H.h-dul
Mannan, Zillur Rahman, Tofael
Ahmed, Mativa Chowdhury,
‘Mohammad Hanif and Abul
‘Hasan Chowdhury and a large
number of party workers were
present at the airport to re-
ceive the party chief.

At Zero Hours

From Page One
BNP. '

She stood in solemn silence
for one minute -at the pedestal
lo show respect to the brave
sons of the soil who laid down
their lives for the cause of
their mother tongue.

Vice Chancellor of the
Dhaka Urniversity ' Prof
Emajuddin Ahmed andother
members of the Committee for
Observance of Amar Ekushey
"95 received the PM at the
Shaheed Minar premises.

Meanwhile, hundreds of
people crammed the area
hours before the clock struck
twelve to place wreaths, bou-
quet and garlands af the mon-
uiment.

A heavy contingent ef po-
lice, plain-clothes security-

uwen. BNCC and volunteers
struggled hard to maintain the
discipline.

Organisers urged. the peo-
ple by loudspeakers to main-
lain the sanctity of the Minar
while trains ol processions be-
gan to arrive at the Central
Shaheed Minar from all direc-
tions.

A section of people were
seen climbing up the Shaheed
Minar, defving repeated ap-
peals by the organisers.

As the people [:ulsnmexj'r
wreaths, loudspeakers blared,
"Amar Bhaier Rakte Rangano
Ekushey February. Ami Kee
Bhulite Pari.”

The organisations which
placed wreaths during the first
few minutes after the midnight

were: ., Dhaka University
Teachers Association, Dhaka
University Central Students
Union, Bangladesh Chhatra
LLeague, Bangladesh Garo

Chhatra Sangsad. Notre Dame
College Bangladesh Coaching
Association, Shahidullah Hall of
the Dhaka University. Padma
Bridge Implementation Action
Council, Bangladesh Chhatra

Inion, Samajtantrik Chhatra
Front, Jativa Kabita Parishad
and Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
BUET Umnit

men in different phc'cu' of the .
country by promising them
gnudsat cheapér prices, pelice

hcmhnbctnﬂiedrttﬁ
Motijheel thana.

11 AL leaders
‘held in Jamalpur

JAMALPUR, Feb 20 Police
today arrested 11 in-
cluding some leaders of t#
Awami League and its front or-
ganisations., {rom Melandah
thana of the district. reports
UNB. ‘

The arrested included
Melandah thana Awami
joint secretary Didar Pasha,
thana Jubo League secretary
Mirza Abdul Wahab and thana
Chhatira League president
Masudur Rahman Masud.

Police said they were ar-
rested for creating obstacles in
n:llin? fertiliser after a case
was [iled against them by
Mohammsdd Chini. a local BNP
leader and chairman of district
Samabaya Samily.

But district Awami League
leader Mirza Azam claimed
that the arrests were made

* under a false case.’ Actually, he

said, those arrested were
protesting selling of fertiliser
in the black-market.

Addressing a press confer-
ence in the afternoon, Azam, a
lormer MP, said that a bag of
fertiliser is being sold at Tk
290 to Tk 310 in the thana
while the price was fixed at Tk -
230. :

Meanwhile, activists of the
Awami League, Jubo Leagu
and Chhatra League
out a procession in the district
town demanding immediate
release of the arrested per-
* SOMS.

Salary on Feb 25

Salary for the current
month will be paid on February
25 o non-garetied employees
of governnment. semi-govern-
ment and autonomous bodies.
Actording to an official hand-
out in the city yesterday. the
government has taken the de-
cision in view of the forthcom-
ing Eid-ul-Fitr, reports BSS.

Shocklng

From Pa

on Sunday. but urn‘.l it occu-
pied so urinated near the exit
door as other passengers ate
their breakfast.

The paper did not name the
minister.

"We wcrek really shocked
about the incident and teld
him that this was not the way

. he should behave. But he was

not even apologetic for what
he had done,” the paper
quoted an unnamed airline of-

ficial as saying.

Housing plots

From Page One
houses in Dhaka said that
roughly 22 lakh people in the
city do not own any land. They
live either in rented houses or
in apartments.

Dhaka needs some 65,000
additional housing units every
year while only about 20,000
units are constructed.

As a result, the city sufiers a
cumulative shortage of nearly
40,000 units a year. The short-
age might stand at about 50
lakh units by the year 2000.

Taliban

From Page One .
Alghanistan’s many Islagpic fac-
tions. They also want a neutral
security force set up to control

the capital.
“We told Mestiri that if he
meetls our conditions this pro-

cess will succeed,” said Mullah
Bor Jan, the froni-line com-
mander of the Taliban in
Charasyab, 25 kilometers south
of Kabul.

President Rabbani's troops
control virtually all of Kabul
and would be reluctant to
that control to a neutral secu-
rity force, according to mnnjr'
observers,

The proposed commission
would have about 25 members.
It would include one represen-
tative rom each of the warring
Islamic factions- as well as

prominent Afghans not linked
to any of the militias

l'en separate [slamic fac

tions have fought amongsi
themselves since they ousted a
communist

government in
1992



