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team photngrapha at the Sheraton Hotel yesterday. They signed 250 pictures in all. The Englishmen take on Bangladesh
today in the first of two one-dayers at the Dhaka Stadium.

Sher-e-Bangla
- Cup soccer
. Sports Reporter

Pirojpur, Kushtia and
Nilfphamari moved into their
_respective zonal finals of the
18th Sher-e-Bangla Cup na-
ifomal football championship
winning - their respective
- matches held at different
venues across the country yes-
“ferday. |
L Kushtia, plaeed ‘in Zone-6,
recorded a vonvincing 3-1 win
- over Jessore alt the Khulna
' Stadium vesterday.

In a rather one-sided affair,
the winners led the breather |

by a 43rd-minute strike from I

‘l’qﬁ‘mus All while Jamal Hossain
restored parity 10, minutes
into the second half,

“Kushtia, however, took the
lead again two minutes later

through Sohrab and Towhid | -

sealed the fate of the match
seyen minutes away from the

long whistle. o o

At Patuakhali, Liton duo
struck once each as Pirejpur
beat Bagerhat 2-0 in a Zoge-5
semi-final. : .

Alfer a !mrren first half,
Arifuzzaman Liton gave the
~eventual wirmers a 72nd-
nﬂnulei leadk before Liton Khan_

Emulhcr nine minutes
later. - .
In a Eune 8 semlﬂnal at
Rangpur. Nilphamari, edged
past Dinajpur by a solitary gon]
with Abu Hossairi notohing the
match-decider in the 40th

-minute of the proceedings.

Narayanganj carhe from be-
hind to beat Narsinghdi by the
odd goal in three in a Zone-]
engagement at the Faridpur
Stadium.

- Monir and Chapal scored
once each for the winners
_ after Nazimuddin gave Narsin-
ghdi a 58th-minute lead.

Away al Cox's Bazar, Rang-
amatf beat Chittagong 3-1 in
tie-breaker after the regulatlun.
period ended goalless. .

Bablu and Biplob scored one
goal " apiece as Pabna beat
Nawabganj 2-0 in a Zone-7 en-
coumnter at Jaipurhadt.

Okeke suspended
- fordoping '

OSLO, Feb 19: Norwegian
Aham Okeke was sus-
for three months and.

'aﬁdayunn!“mlay for a doping
incident last year involving the
stimulant pseudoephedrine,

reports Reuter. _

The verdict, handed down
by the Norwegian sports court
of appeal, was unrelated to a
bigder, more recent scandal
which could render the
- Nigerian-born athlete a four-
year ban for alleged use of the
hormone testosterone.

.. Okeke, 25, who came to
Norway in 1982 and got Nor-
wegian citizenship six years
later, was initially banned for
three months after testing
positive for pseudoephedrine
at the Stockholm Grand Prix
on July 12, missing the Euro-

pean Championships in Hel- | |

sinki. v .
- Eventually freeing Okeke,
the sports court said at the

time it had-no doubt Okeke |

was positive but ruled that he
had not tak:z the drug will-

fully to enhance his perfor-

mance.

v But the Norwegian #£ihletics
 Association -brought the Juse
befere the appeal court, whict
agverruled the wverdict on

Okeke's defence laiwyc:r
Aasmudn Sandland, tcld the
Norweign news agency NTB he

“would a al to the supreme
athhﬁcapﬂi:urt s

Okeke faces a Imﬂ'-
year international ban by the
International Amnateur Athletic
Federation (IAAF) after his
second *positive test for a
-bdnned substance. .

. Okeke has protested his in-
nocence saying he.used medi-
cal substances for various ail-
ments, but athletics leaders

I : The Dhaka Sta-

divun readies to
host another wvi-
siting side just
two weeks after
holding a number
of exhibitiun cricket matches
involving Kenya., Hong Kong
and the Hyderabad Cricket
Association (HCA) against
different local selections when
England A take on the
Bangladesh national team in a
limited overs tie. The 50-
overs-a-side aflair begins at 9
am.

Bangladesh Television and
Radio Bangladesh will cover
today's match and the other
two, 'including a three-day en-
counter starting frem February
24, of the exhibition series.

Veteran Sussex cricketer
Alan Wells will fead the visi-
tors, who arrived in the capital
on. Saturday following 7 snir-
cesslul tour of India. wh”-.*
Akram Khan will oncc ... * | be

" al the helm of the local & iwugde.

. The second English selec-

tion, which won both the Test
and one-day series against
their Indian- counterpart, will
retain the services of stylish
right-hand batsman Mark
Ramprakash, who flew Down
Under to join an
plagued England Test squad to
play the fifth and final Ashes
Test.

Ra mprakash . who had

“scores of 72 and 42 in the

F‘rﬂh Test which Australia

injury- .

England A play locals today

Sports Reporter
wonlt by a huge margin ol 329
runs, will act as Wells’ deputy.
Ramprakash apart, lan
Salisbury. England's first spe-
cialist leg-spin bowler for 20

years, is the other England A

player with Test, experience.

Tour manager John Barclay
refused to make any prediction
about today's match, saying he
knew very little about cricket
in Bangladesh. Howewer,
Barclay, a Sussex man, added
his boys would play to win.

When asked how his side
would benefit from this tour,
the 41-year-old, now a direc-
tor of coaching at the Arundel
Castle Cricket  Foundation,
said, "l heard a lot of people
throng at the stadium to watch
cricket matches here and 1 be-
lieve my boys would surely get
the feel of playing in front of a
big crowd.”

Barclay, who seemed satis-
fied with the condition ef the

~ Dhaka Stadium pitch, revealed

each player of the 15-member
team wou
perform during the tour,

adding the first eleven for to-

day's match would be an-

nounced just before the start.

Meanwhile, the sh
Cricket -Control Board (BCCB)
have already announced a 14-
member nadtional contingent
for the friendlies.

Skipper Akram Khan, the
burly right-handed bat from
Chiuagung who is currently

“seeing how the boys

have his chance to -

' Abedin,

— Star photo

riding on a wave of success

after replacing Faruque Ahmad
following Bangladesh's disas-
trous tour of Kenya, was confi-
dent and said his men would
try their best to heat their

strong opponents.

Roqibu] Hasan. the newly-
appointed Bangladesh team
manager who replaced former
national teammate Tanveer
Haider, was equally optimistic.
A former national captain.
Roqibul. however, seemed less
concerned about the two one-
dayers.

"I am looking forward to
in the
three-day match because they
have played quite a lot of lim-
ited-overs matches for the last
few days and might find it
rather too ‘demanding,” said
the former national opening
batsman.

Rogqibul,

however, refused

- to make any comment regard-

ing the team selection but sug-
gl:stud "It could have l:q-n hqt
ter.”
. "For tomorrow's matr:h and
the ones to follow, | am bank-
ing on Athar Ali, Minhazul
Akram Khan and
Aminul Islam. | believe, any
one of them can really make it
for Bangladesh.” -
Meanwhile, organisers, the
BCCB, have announced cash
awards of Taka 5,000 each for
the man-of-the-match for the
exhibition serfes.

Martm makes Sampras rue |

'MEMPHIS. Tcn-
nessee. Feb 19:
! Two match poi-
‘nts away from
victory Saturday,
Pete Sampras ti-
ghtened up, reports AP.

The world's No. 1 player
won his first set 6-4 against
Todd Martin in the St. Jude
indoor tournament semifinals.
.But Sampras missed two ma-
tch points and Martin pulled
out a 4-6. 7-6 (8-6), 6-3 vic-
Lory.

Martin will play Paul Haar-
huis, who beat unséeded Jo-
nathan Stark 6-4, 7-5 Saturday
night. in Sunday's final.

" "Its like a bad dreafn," said

remember the last time he lost
when he had match point. In
fact, it. happened last May

when he didn't cenvert a
match point before losing to
Michael Stich in Germany.

"Sampras served for

the

Sampras. who said he couldn't’

match at 5-4 only to be broken
by Martin. his friend and prac-
tice partner who's ranked No.
10. The set went to a tiebrea-
ker,. and Sampras jumped
ahead 5-1.

No matter what he tried,
Sampras couldn't put Martin
away. Martin pulled out the
tiebreaker 8-6 for the second

set victory and broke Sampras

in the first game of the final
set before winning.

"Basjcally the pressure was
on me, and at that point.he
had nothing to lose.” Sampras
said. "He missed quf‘te a bit,
but he made the right points.”

Sampras quickly fell behind
0-2 in the final set and didn't
score a .point until the third
game.. He said He never
should've been. playing a third
set.

"I shouldn't have been in
that position.
closed him out, but I didn't. He
continues. | don’'t,” Sampras

say he is linished as a top ath-
lete in Norway.

__“_

" year with a 29-8
‘Sampras is 0-6 in tiebreakers

I should have

said.

Sampras took two wecka off
alter losing to Andre Agassi in
the Australian Open finals. The
tour's leader in Liebreakers last
record,

this year. |
Martin. the defending
champion who now is 4-2

against Sampras, sympathised

yith him.

"Pete's -one of .m}r better
friends on the tour. It's nevers
easy to beat your friends, and

' it's an enjoyable accomplish-

ment as far as tennis goes. ... |
feel not sorry, but [ understarid
how Pele feels, and it's not a
position I want td be in."
Martin said.

He now has the chance to
become the first to success-
fully defend his St. Jude title
since Jimmy Connors won
back=to-back :hampiunships
here in 1983-1984.
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After an incident-packed
three-day streak in which the
local fans witnessed the bril-
liance of Pakistani hockey
players, the Green Delta Insur-
ance First Division hockey su-
per league had a rather quiet
day at the Hockey Stadium ycur
terday with two lesser sides’
lighting out a tame draw.

Ajax Sporting Chub and Son-
ali Bank, who are yet to win a
match in the six-team super
league, earned their first peint
when they shared honours in a
goalless draw,

TODAY'S MATCH
Usha vs Abahani

Yamaha cricket

.Sports Reporter

In an inconsequential
match of the Yamaha First Di-
vision cricket play-off series,
Gopibagh Friends' Association
finally managed a win when
they beat Agrani Bank by 15
runs at the City Club gmund
vesterday.

With the other three
Dhaka Wanderers, Bangladesh
Railway and Agrané Bank, in-
volved In the four-team-play-off
l:aguc. having already qualified
for the super league, yester-
day's match was only of aca-
demic 'interest.

The trio joins Ajax Sports
Club and City Club in the five-
team super league, scheduled
to start some time in March.

Yesterday's match, which
had a delayed start due to wet
ground conditions following
overnight drizzle, was trun-
;'.atcd to a 25-overs-a-side af-
air,

Gopibagh Friends, sent in to

+ bat first, struggled to 108 be-

fore being all out in 25 overs
and then skittled the bankers
out in 24.3 overs to carve out
an insignificant win.

Office cricket
league begins
March 10

The mttn}pnlls n[ﬂcr_
cricket league, organised hy
Bangladesh Cricket Control
Boafd. will begin.on March 10.
reports UNB.

Interested teams have been
asked to complete registration
formalities between February
25 and March B.

Each team will be permit-
led to enlist up to 25 players
and have to field at least four of
their employees in every

match, allowing seven guesi |

players.

No foreign player is entitled
to play in this year's league, bui
foreigners will be eligible to
play in case of their appoint-
ment with the organisation six
months before the league
sLarts.

. Any new player wifl be
treated as a binding player for
two years in case of first regis-

tration with the team, said a

BC('B. press release yesterday.

“Atletico Rosario
beat Yokohama

YOKOHAMA, Japan, Feb 19;
Dario Oscar Scotto and Pablo

Andres Sanchez scored in each

period, powering the Club
Atletico Rosario Central of

Argentine to a 2-0 victory over

/Japan's Yokohama Marinos |

Sunday, reports AP.

Scotto, received -a pass from
Robérto Antonio Molina and
struck into the goal just eight
minutes into the first half be-
fore 16,823 spectators at
Yokohama Stadium. _

Sanchez befted into the
goal in the 7th minute of the
second half after receiving a
grounder from Omar Arnaldo
~ Atletlco Rosario outshot the
Yokohama Marinos, one of
Japan's Professional soccer
teams 20-15.

The wisitors meet another
Japanese team on Feb 26 io
Tokvo's National Stadium. .

R

With an overnight downpour upsetting a planned practice session at the Dhaka Stadium, a few members of the visiting

| England A cricket squad opted for a work-out at the Sheraton Hotel's tennis court yesterday. — Star photo by Enamul Hugq
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LARARE. Feb 19
Fokistan came
Lo
| Iwat Zunbabwe by
99 runs in the
third and final
Test here Sunday. reports AFP.
Chasing 239 runs to win
Pakistan bowled Zimbabwe out
for 139 in their second in-
nings an the fourth day to
clinch the match and with it
the series 2- 1
In an incident-packed day.
14 wickets fell for |54 runs as
the match swung one wt;rtl'um
the other.
The mawh

INY. "."ilr!lMI. L HALI

babwe = wav in the mwrning
when Pakistan resumed their

second Innings at their
| overnight 235-6.

Pakistan weni on to be
bowled out for 250. losing

their last lour wickets for 15
runs in the space of nine de-
liveries.

Heath Streak (ook t(we
moré wickets to finish with 4-
52 and 22 in the series at an

.average of just over 13 apiece

while David Brain got the Dlh!,‘l"
LW,

Butsthe relatively small Lar-
L't over Lwo days proved be-
yoikl the Zimbabweans.

With Aamir Nazir bowling
with great fire and passion the
home (eam were immediately
in trouble and Hmped to 45-3
A1 lunch.

Zimbabwe lost five more
w1 1s in the next session
with Nazir taking anether two
o himish with 5-46, Nis Iu;-.!

DHAKA MONDAY, FEBRUARY 2u,

Aamir Nazir runs through Zimbabwe bdttmg

Pakistan wrap up . serles

Hll.rt'l Zim-

1yy>

five-wicket haul in  Test
Cricket. as lhl.‘ hoine teawn
struggled to 97-8 at lea Nazir
also became only- the third
Pakistan bowler after Wagqar
Younis and Wasim Akram since
1989 (o take five or more
wickets lor Pakistan. .

Zimbabwe's tail wagged
once again in the final session
as the last two wickets added
42 runs.

Heath Streak led the charge
with an unbeaten 30 off 54
balls and including four fours.
He was well supported by
David Brain whe-made eight.

Streak was also 4t the cen-
ire of coritroversy when he was
given a second life by Zim-
wbwe umpire lan Robinson
who adjudged that the slip
lielder Saeed Anwar did not
take the catch ojeanly. Streak
was |7 at the time and the
score 122-9

There was also a |5-minute
interruption for rain in the
third session but this did not
stop Pakistan. who have been
under iminense pressure be-
cause of the briler) uik:ﬁt:
tions, winning a memora
match and series

Pakistan had more reason
o smile when Inzamamul Haq.
who scored 367 runs in the
series at an averdge of 73.40.
was adjudged man-of-the:
match and joint nmn-of-the-
series with Heath Streéak.

SCOREBOARD

scoreboard on the [ourth
dav of the third Test between
Pikistan and Zimbabwe at the

" | lurare Sports Club today.

PAKISTAN: First innings 231
ZIMBABWE: Firsl innings 243
P TAN: Second innings
(overnight 235 for six)
Saced Anwar ¢ Carlisie b Stresk 16
Shakerl Ahmed ¢ A Flower h B Strang 30
Incamamasd Hag ¢ G Flower b Whiciall =23
Salim Makik ¢ Carlisie b Whittall 5

ljax Ahmed ¢ Whittall b Sireak 5%
Aamir Sohail ¢ G Flower b Whitiall 18
Rashid Latif ¢ A Flower b Streak #
Wasim Akram ¢ Campbell b Brain 4
Manzoor Elahi ¢ A Flower b Streak 0
Aaqib Javed ¢ A Flower b Brain 3
‘Limiir Nagr not out G
wias - [(3-1b, 3w, M-gbl
Tt fall ot i 95.1 owvers) 250
Fall ol mrh Ls 1 ‘p%ﬁ ,f

3-88: 4-204;

240 B-247: 9250 110-250.

16 '

O M R W
‘irer’tk 18 5 52 4
Braiti 16.1 2 81 2
Whittall 22 3 55 3
B Stntrﬂ 26 16 27 1
P Strang 13 3 41 0

G Flower b Asmir Nasir

5 Carlisle b Aamnir Nair ; u
A Campbell ¢ Rashid Latif i

b Aamir Nagr 18
A Flower ¢ Aamir Nasir

b Maneoor Elahi 38
G Whittall ¢ Shalkegl

Ahmer b Wasim Alkram 2
[ Hesghton ¢ Hashid

Latil b Anmis Nacir * B '

ANMHR NAIR 5 v 48
| Butihart ¢ and I Ammir Masie H
I Strong « ljaz Aluned b Acgih Javed  §
H Sreak not ovt 0
I Brawm ¢ mcanuam 1 Wisim ﬁ.r-n =
A Sang o Shakeel !
Abhuner b Aagih  gved 0
Fxiras b5 b5, 16 26
Total 139
Fall of wickets : 1-2: 2-12:
3-37: 4-658; 5-T2: 6-85: 7-95:
8-95: 9-122.
Bowling : O M R W
Wasim Akraim 20 1 45 2
Aamir Nagzir 19 3 46 B
AagibJaved 17,4 3 260 2
Manzoor Elahi 3 0 12 1

Result: Pakistan won by 99
runs
Man-of-the match: Inzama-
mul Haq (Pakistan) ;
First Test, Harare: Zim-
m'-nlbyannﬂ
64 rnuns.
- Second Test, Bulawayo: Pak-
istan won by eight wickets.
Men-of-the series: Inzama-
mul Haq (Pakistan) and Heath
Streak (Zimbabwe). -
mmmm-:-

HARARE. Feb 19;
Pakistan manager
éiel coach Intik-
‘i) Alam has dis-

J nirssed as "rubbi-
e sh suggestioris

made i1 the Ob-server
newspaper in London by

former fast bowler Sarfraz

-Nawaz that Pakistan "threw” a

one-day international against
England at Trent Bridge in
1992, reports Reuter.

1 have known Sarfraz a very
long time" said Intikhab. "He

played under my captaincy and -

he has always been a contro-
versial person and to be honest
I don't believe what he says. I
just don't take _any notice."

"He is saying this after

three vears. it's ridiculous. We
bowled badly and England
scored a lot of runs and we lost
badly but does that mean that
eveyy time you lose a maltch
you have thrown it away? I
mean, that's terrible.”

"I am a great believer that if
you make allegations then you
must have more than 100 per
cenl proof or some kind of ev?

idence which shows the other

party lo be guilty. Everyone is

saving these things but no one

Is coning out with the truth.'
lnukh b said that he was_

nol aware ol 5.
that the Pakistan
had set up an anti c ption
comrilteg to gather evidence
of bribery against several Tesi
cricheters but belicved it was a

IN" . {HAB Al.AM
goodd thing.,

It might clear the dirty air.
A lot of people have been
writing and | think it will be

good if they have got any evi- |,

dence of proving somebod)
guilty instead of just wnllnﬂ
every day.”

intikhab confirmed ‘that he

Intikhab goes on record

and the leam wesld be giving
the commitiee their ull coop-
eration: "Of course and I will
be ‘giving them my tour report
as well. | think the time has
COme Now Lo amp all this non-

se118e

He also pointed uut inaccu-
racies in the Observer's story,
denying that Pakistan had ever
been given mobile phones el- .
ther In ZimbabWwe or South
Africa and that vice-captain
Rashid Latif had -threatened to
leave the tour party in South
Africa because ol the bribery
allegations.

"That is just speculation, -he

* never threatened to leave the

lour,” he said. "There was a
little bit of a misunderstanding
(with Salim Malik] over the
toss in the first Mandela Tro-
phy final but that can happen.”

Intikhab said that Rashid
had missed the Wanderers
Test because of a bad back and
had nothing to do with the
dispute with Salim.

He also disrhissed Sarfraza
comments that Pakistan's de-

feats in that first Mandela final

as well as in Test matches
against New Zealand and Sri
Lanka were suspicious: "It's all
rubbish, [ don't believe a word
hE' savs. | knnw him too well.”

MILAN. Feb’
Top-seeded’ Buris
lHecker struggled
w a 7-6, (7-3), 6-
7 (3-7), 6-2 vic-
" tory over Czech
Petr }{nrda on Saturday to
reach his fifth final at the
Murrati Time indoor, -reports
AP. .
The German needed two
hours and 38 minutes and a lot
of determination to overcome

_his sixth-seeded opponent

which served as a replay last
year's final.

Saturday's victory at the

Forum kept Becker un-
beaten in five matches against
the Czech and gave him a 27-2
record in Milan, the most vic-
tories here.

Becker will face fifth-see-
ded Russian Yevgeny Kafelni-
kov, who beat Goran Ivenisevic
in the other semifinal Satur-
day, for the winner's check of
dirs 428,000 in Sunday’s final.

Kafelnikov celebrated his
21st birthday Saturday by
winning a battle of serves and
outlasting the second-seeded
Croat 7-5, 6-7 (4-7) 6-4 in one
hour and 41 minutes.

Kafelnikov, whe will be
playing in his first ATP Tour
event final since August, has
never faced Becker.

"He's a good. tough player.”
Becker said of Kafelnikov. "}
am playing very well. | have a
B0 per cent chance to win an-
other title tomorrow.”

Ivanisevic, a wild card entry
In Milan. served a tournament-

record: 32 aces. the fasies: at
208 kph (129 mph).
However. the Croatl was

' overwhelmed by Kafelnikov in

exchanges from the basefine

The Russian. who broke
Ivanisevic in the 12th game of
the first set and in the seventh
of the third set. succumbed in
the second set without loging
his serve. Kafelnikov had 12
aces angd 10 double faults.

Becker, who won his 43rd
career tournament in Marseille
last Sunday following a bitter
first-round elimination in the
Australian Open. had his
toughest match of the week
against Korda, losing his first
set in four outings. |

Korda, playing his second
consecutive ATP Tour event
semifinal, fought back from a
2-5 deficit in the second set to
force Becker lo a tense third

A Japanese
sweep

OHME, Japan. Feb 19: Hisa-
yuki Ohkawa Sunday led a
Japanese sweep of the men's
30-kilometre (19-mile} race in
the 29th Ohme-Hochi Mara-
thon, amid a field of more than
15.000 runners, reports AP.

Ohkawa covered the dis
tance in one hour, 30 minutes,
49 seconds in sunny and wind-

less wealher through the
streets of Ohme, northwest of
Tokyo.

Japanese runners. most of
whom run marathons as a pas

time, swept the top 10 places

Korda keeps Becker waltmg

Hnn!a kept Becker under
pressure with backhand pass-
ing shots and angled fore-
hands throughout the match.

The Czech doubled faulted
twice in the first-set tigbrea-

ker while Becker served two
aces.
Broken by Becker in the

fourth game of the second set:
and on the verge of defeat,
Korda played a streak of

" beautiful shots, broke back in

the ninth game and sailed to a

7-3 win in the tie-breaker.

The defending champion,
again taking advantage of (wo
dnuhlr faults nf Korda and

B B LS lrom
me basrlint hrnhe the oppo-
nent «in the fifth game and
again in the sevenith to earn a
hard-fought victory.

Korda double faulted seven
times and served nine aces in

the matich Becker had 18
ACeSs.

"His serve made the differ-
ence. | could have won this
match il he only did notl serve
s0 good, ' Korda said

In last year's final. Becker
also needed three sets, bul
lewer pgames to deleal Korda
6-2 3-6. 613

The 27 vear-old German,
who won the Milan title in
1987 1989, 1993 and 1994
also advanced (o the doubles
firnal, teemning with Guy Forget
1o deteal Jan |lermlnik Davids
¢ the Netherlands and Czech
Cyril Suk 6:7 15 71 7-6 |7 5,
76 (75



