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by Raffat Binte Rashid

Hartal procession. protest rally and then
those teargas shells. lathicharge and finally bul-
lets: all these like pieces of a puzzie. when put
together complete the picture of an agitation,
without doubt. Though not any of these recent’
ones. this took place 43 years age on February
1.

Reminiscing that very day M R Akhter Mu-
kul. one of the architects of that historical
movemeirt brings history to life once again —
not only for the sake of reviving memories but
also to let us. the next generation, know what
exactly happened that day.

“The curiosity generally-is: why such a pro-
test for language of all things and then again
why on this particular date. what is the rea-
son?” We all know that an independent cquitry
should have a constitution of itssown and in its
own language too. When Pakistan decided to
write the constitution of East and West in Urdu
only then the protest began," Mukul says as he
goes through the pages of history that he wrote
himsell.

The language
movement took
place twice. Once in
1948 when .Jinnah
announced in the
then Race Course
| grounds that Urdu
will be the oflicial
language of Easl and
West Pakistan and fi-
nally again in 1952,
After the death ol
Jinnah in 48 then
prime minister of’
Pakistan Liaquat Al
Khan agreed to cir-
culate the ‘Drail of
Basic Principle ol
Constitution,' but al-
ter his death in '51l.
Chief Minister ol
East Bengal Khawja
Nazimuddin. who be-
came the Prime Min-
ister of Pakistan In
"51. shouldered the
unfinished task.

He addressed a
public meeting in
January 26, 1952 al
Paltan’ Maidan em-
phasizing that Urdu {7« =~ 0 o0
will be the language UL B SO ST
of Pakistan, only then hull -broke lovse. Mukul
explains his feelings still as strong as ever, "We
couldn't let such a thing happen at any cost.
any friends and myself we were then "university
students. We protested the action next very
day. January 27. We called a meeting on Janu-
ary 30. This was presided over by Moulana
Bhasami. founder of Awami Muslim League.” hie
pontinues. =
o was decided al this.meeting that February
31 would be the day of protést. This very day
was chosen because the then East Bengal Legis-
lative Assembly budget session would begin
from that date. It was thought that their de-
mands would be placed before the MLA's Lhen.
"In those days it was a very difficult task to or-
ganise hartals, so from February 1 to 20. a full
swing preparations for the hartal and other
programmes were taking place. But on the eve
of 21st. i.e on the evening of February 20. the

ment of East Bengal declared section
"144." he explains intently as if he was back on
the roads again.”

“Defying section 144 was difficult as well as
dangerous. We were waiting anxiously for the
news or decision from the meeting in session
on 94, Nawabpur Road,at Awami office. The
meeting which was presided over by Abul Ha-
shem was basically signified by ballot. Eleven

were against breaking section |44, [our were
for the move and one was neutral. After that
meeting we the students (Faziul Haq,-Habibur
Rahman Shelly, Zillur Rahman. Comrade Sul-
tan, S.A Bari, AT Anwarul Hug Khan, Quamrud-
din, Dr. Manzoor Hussain, Abdul Momen. M.R
Akhter Mukul, Anwar Hossain] decided lo
break section 144 by bringing out a proces-
sion.,” he recalis.

The city became normal after it was decided

that the hartal would be withdrawn. the only
disturbed area was the university as he remem-
bers. “From 10 am to 1 pm we brought out
small processions of 10 people each as decid-
ed by Abdus Samad Azad and all were arrested
‘simultaneously even the women protestors.
They picked them up by bus and took them as
far as Bhawal jungle to walk to city alone. Most
of them were taken to jails as well,

No firing was done during the morning
hours, only when the students broke the single
brick wall between the Medical College and
then Arts building ( the emergency sectipn of

== DMCH now) that the,
71 rain of bullets came!
= 4 i "We took this way
lo avoid the streets
and moreover  we
wanted to shift the
attention lowards
the Assembly DBuild
ing then. which was,
where 1he old Jaga-
tratd Tl is tiow. Po-
‘ aetegd o clear
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L 'S and  we
wantes! Ao daouk I

bt oweas: geecond A:10
pii thaat the clash be-
gan. QOuir weapons

were bricks from the
nearby under eon-
slruciion sile  lor
nurses (UArkers diud
few Llear ‘das shells
that we could returi
to the police. Finalty
police opened fire.
Three died on the
spot and 91 were in-
jured.

Curfew was de-
clared in the even-
ing. Police backed up
- by army picked up
.4 the bodies from the

morgue, Many of us. the students, came to the
protest purely because of patriotic emotions:
but later were not into politics at all. “Mukul
explains the days events which finally material-

jzed their dream.” _
Today when he louks back to thuse lours.

that struggle, that passion he strongly leels that
the people of his beloved country is merely go-
ing through a transitional period. There is still
time, emotional attachment. systematic endea-
wour to bring back that verve and build the na-
tion. "1 personally feel that the works of edu-
cated middile class is not reaching the general
mass; literature, drama. all cultural activities
are confined to Baily Road, Nilkhet such posh
areas. We should come forward to take the lan-

» and culture to the real people — nothing
is lost as yel." he believes strongly.

The reason for his belief is that he [eels
that Bengalees as a nation is very flexible and
tolerant. “They accept things as they come and
are not rigid. One who celebrates valentie's day,
goes to Shaheed Minar on February 21, prays
in the mosquée on Fridays. exchanges cards on
new years. The younger generation are INore
open and agreeabte. [ still have hope as long as
they remain so. This transitional period is only
a dot if compared to good things ahead.
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creativity in translation’, or- .

crary translation is a continu-
ous process all over the world
which enables readers to go

while Prol Haval Mamood and

creativity ol a translator as well

'Re-open translation wing
of Bangla Academy’

, Buages. Ly n,
Prof Tapanjyoti Barua in his

speech said, if the translator
dominates his own style the
originality of the work may be
distorted.

Price spiral : LDF .
blames govt

By Staft Correspondent

The Left Democratic Front
(LDF) yesterday strongly criti-
cised the failure of the gov-
ernment in checking. the price
spiral of essentjals and de-
manded action against the
-profiteers Tesponsible for it.

Addressing a rally at the
Nur Hossain Square. leaders of
tlie left leaning parties also
aniionneced  programines  of
holdiyg a rally and hunger
procession in the cily on
February 25. and demonstra-
tion in front of Prime
Minister's Secretariat and
gherao of DC offices in all dis-
tricts on March 11.

Dhaka Book

Fair prizes
By Staff Correspondent

Agami Prakashani. Shirin
Publications and Biswa Salrilva
Kendra have won the [first,
secongl and third prizes re-
spectively for publishing high-
est number of books on the
occasion of the Dhaka Book
" Faur. A

The stall of the BRAC publi-
cations has been adjudged the
best siall of the tair which was
held from January 1 1o 15 this
Vs

Prof Hayat Maniood at a dis-
cussion called lor strengthen-
ing the translation work in the
country to enlarge the horizon
of Bengali litefature. reporis

He also urged the Bangla
Academy authorities to re-
launch its translation depart-
ment which would be im-
mensely helpful in this regard.

This was observed yesterday
at | discussion on 'the scope of

canised by the Bangla Academy
atl its premises as part of its
month-long Ekushey pro-
gramine, :
Presiding over the function,
Prof Kabir Chowdhury said, lit-

through alien literatures in
their own languages.
Prof Saved Manzoorul Islam

read oul the key now paper

Prol Tapanjvoli Barua took parl
in the discussion.

Stressing the need for
translation. Prof Choudhury
said. people belonging to one
language would not be able Lo
know peoples ol other lan-
guages withoutl translation.

Prof Manzoorul Islam in his
paper sdid. a translator shoujd
be creative as well as capable
to uphold the original mood of
the literature he wanted to
translate -

"H i an art which presents

as message of the original lit-
erature.” he ‘said adding, a
iranslator must have pgood

commaiul over both the laii-
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Shower, gusty wind likely

ain or thundershower accompanied by temporary gusty
wind is likely fo occur at few places over Chittagong and
Barisal divisions and at ope or two places over Dhaka, Ra-
jshahi and Khplna divisions during the next 12 hours tll 6:00
pin lodav. reports UNB. o

e Met Office said night temperature, may fall by 1-2
degree Celsius throughout the country during the period.

Counitry's highest temperature was recorded 29 degree
Celsius at Cox's Bazar and Teknaf and the lowest 12 degrees
at | inajpur.

The sun sets today at 5:57 pm-and rised4 tomorrow at 6:28
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VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT |

Applications are invited from Bangladesh

nationals for the post of Clerk-Typist in a
government executed project administered
by a United Nations organization for their
divisional office at Comilla.

Qualification requirements: At least Higher
Secondary Certificate and very good in Eng-
lish language competency, minimum of two
years experience in clerical-cum-typing
work.

Suitable candidates are requested to apply in
confidence with their full bio-data enclosing
all relevant documents and a recent passport
size photograph. The application should
reach Plot No. 14, Road Neo. 33, Guishan,
Dhaka-1212 on or before § March 1995.

Fourth Short

Film Festival

Today's films
11 am: Pannwitz (Germany)
by Didi Danquart; Halki Barish

(India) by Sandip Ray; Dinate™

(BD) by Shaheen Dil. Venue:
Public Library auditorium.
11:30 am: Films of Satyajit Ray
— Sanki;: Abhiretri: Premee.
Venue: Indian High Commi-
ssion auditorium. 1 pm: In
search of Indian Theatre

‘[India) by Abhijit Chatterjee;
Rhythms (UK & BD) by Ruhul

Amin; Lost Hope. Lost Dreams
(Canada) by Vince Colyer.

Venue: Public LH:.urar:,,lr -audito-

riuin. 3 pm: Films Satyajit Ray
— The Studio: Class Friend;
Smritibhram. Venue: Indian
High Commission auditorium.

. Screening - of anti-communal

fitms — I Live in Behrampada
(India), by Madhusree Dutta:
Tale of a Lane (BD) by Tanvir
Mokammel. Venue: Alliance
Francaise de Dhaka. 3:30' pm:

Same ,Pﬁ -_%hunta Agam
(Germany ¢ Wim Wenders;
Phoolan Devi (Germany) by
Marjam Quinte. Vemue: Public
Library auditorium. 8:30 pm:
Films of Satyajit Ray — Abhi-
netri; Swmritibhram; Premee.

Venue: Indian High Commi-
ssion auditorium. Screening of

anti-communal Films —
Eclipse (BD)} by Shamim
Akhter., Shahin Akhter &

Makbul Chowdhury; In the

Name of God (Indial by Anand .

Patwardhan. Venune: Alliance
Francaise de Dhaka. Four
Seasons [(Armenia) by Altvaz
Pellersjan, The Sailboat on the
Hillboats (Turkey). Land of the
Sanddunes (India) by Goutam
(ihosh. Venmue: Public Library
auditorium.

Obituary

Mohammad Yahia. vice-
chairman of Homna Thana BNP
of Comilla district, eminent
social worker and headmasler
of Kahsipur High School. died
of cancer in the city Saturday
night. He was 55. reports BS5.
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VACANCY

A newly established private group of companies seeking the following -

(1) Manager-Electrical/Electronics Equipments Dept. § B
Graduate/Diploma in electrical/electronicengineeringwith §
sound practical knowledge about equipments. Must be | '
able to manage a team of S or more personnel. Computer
knowledge is very much essential.

Manager-Agriculture Dept. | !
Must be graduate/masters in agriculture science with sound
practical knowledge of poultry. dairy and agri-products.
Must be able to manage a team of 10 or more skilled/semi- - }-
skilled personnel with adequate financtal control §
knowledge. Computer knowledge would be an added =
: advantage. - .
Please apply in confidence clearly mentioning the post for which'the |
application is made, CV, two copies of photograph, photocopies of
certificates, namé of twareferees and expected salary to : Advertiser,
Box No S-119, C/o The Daily Star, House No-11, Road No-3,
Dhanmandi R/A, Dhaka-1205 by 5th March '9S. ' '

" KAWASAKI KISEN KAISHA LID.
NOTICE TO CONSIGNEES

THE CONTAINERISED CARGO EX .'HENRY HUDSON BRIDGE VOY80W
EROM HONGKONG HAVE BEEN RELAYED TO M.V. FONG YUN V- 9506
IMPORT ROT. NO. 126/95 IS DUE TO ARRIVE CHITTAGONG ON OR ABOUT
20-02-95. , , : '

CONSIGNEES ARE REQUESTED TO TAKE DELIVERY OF THEIR CARGO
FROM FCL CONTAINERS WITHIN 5 (FIVE) DAYS FREE TIME FROM THE DATE
OF LANDING. IF THE CARGO IS NOT CLEARED WITHIN 45 DAYS FROM
LANDING THEN THE CARGO WILL BE GOVERNED BY THE RELEVENT
CUSTOMS ACT. =~ -

AGENTS: "K" LINE BANGLADESH LTD.

AF JIBAN BIMA BHAVAN, 239 NEW CIRCULAR ROAD
1053, SK. MUJIB ROAD, ° MOGHBAZAR,
AGRABAD, CHITTAGONG, DHAKA-1217 -
TEL : 503193 / 504784 /506151  TEL:416531 / 416562 / 836860-
FAX: (880-31) 710167 ‘FAX: (880-2) 836886

Panther |

Packs of 5
NOW

TK. S.00 ONLY

Panther conoom

For protection
and satisfaction
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SOCIAL MARKE TING COMPANMNY

ADCOMM/SMC/P-1/93

Buy from

FLONA

" COMPAQ Contura Atro Noresook PC -

i

CQHFAIJ_ cnﬂtum Aero 4/25 Ilou_ll 541'*

intel 25-MHz 486SX Processor

with 8-Kbyte Cache & power-saving features

4 MB RAM Expandable upto 12 MB

84 MB Hard Disk Drive

Compaq backlit, monochrome, passive matrix

VGA display - :

Compaq Standard NiMH. Battery Pack “
EasyPoint Trackball -
MS-DOS 6.0, Microsoft Windows 3.1,

WinLink Transfer Utility with cable,

Lotus Organizer, TabWorks,

On-Line Documentation

COMPAQ Contura Aero 4/25 Model 170/w

intel 25-MHz 4865X Processor _
with 8 Kbyte cache and power-saving features
4 MB RAM Expandable upto 12 MB v
170 MB Hard Disk drive

Compaq backiit, monochrome, passive matrix
VGA display

Compaq standard NiMH Battery Pack
EasyPoint Trackbaill

MS-DOS 6.0, Microsoft Windows 3.1, '
- WinLink Transfer Utility with cable,

Lotus Organizer, TabWorks,

On-Line Documentation

COMPAQ Contura Aero 4/33C Model 170/w

Imel 33 MMz 486SX Processor
with 8 Kbyte cache and power-saving features

4 MB RAM Expandable upto 12 MB

170 MB Hard Disk Drive

Compaq backiit, color, passive matrix VGA display
Compagq Enhanced NiMH Battery Pack
AC Power Adapter

EasyPoint Trackball _
MS-DOS 6.0, Microsot Windows 3.1,
WinLink Transfer Uitlity with cable,
Lotus Organizer, TabWorks,

On-Line Documentation

FLORA LIMITED

Hegd Office - 114, Motijhes! C/A Dhaka. Phone | 240950 230491, 869160, 861416, Fax  890-2-050401

Banan Branch Dhanmaond: Branch Chinagong Branch

B Kamal Ajatucs Averus ™ Satmaspd Read Surawa Manson |'st Flpor),
(sl Figor), Banan. Dhake- 1213 Dhanmondl A/ A 30, Agrabad C/ A, Chitlagong.
Phore  SD0ES Dhaka- 1 208 Phone  S08066

Fax  880-2-871007 Prorme 313422 Fax B80-3%-506363

and associate with 22 years' of expenence

personnel for immediate appointment. B



