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State of theracx and Educatlon in Rural Areas

Obstacles and

URAL people, even the
R marginal farmers, work
val.- In this situation they
prioritize work education
for their children. Under-
standably “survival®” is their

motto. One can't blame them |

far i1 either,

Heavy drop-out is 'a com-
mon phenomenon in rural
Bangladesh (B0 per cent in
1980 and 60" per cent in
1991) lor various reasons. But
even so, hardly anything has
been dorte to rectify the situa-
tion.

Education system
‘Our education system is
me based. not based on

critical knowledge ar creativ-
‘ity. Education, in general, is
directed towards clerical jobs,
not for human  development.
. The text does not have rele-
vance with the life and culfure
of rura] life, so it fails to attract
the target audimtt
The schooling system is

such that the course cannot be
completed in class alone, it
needs additiongl homework,
which is not always acceptable
by parents, particularly if they
are illiterate people living in -
rural areas, often without
. electricity. Moreover the pre-
_sent system does not allow for
sports or other jextra-curricu-
lar activities of a significant
.scale. thereby Inhlhrit.tng per-
sonality df:vclbpmtnt
child.

' Physical facilities: Though
the number of schools has in-
creased after liberation, yet in
 some remoté areas there are
‘hardly any
 for school. So the children
- have to rely on’ schoeoling in
other areas, which sometimes
becomes impossible, particu-
Iarl;r during the rainy season.

~ Once such a in schooling
occurs it _ a pﬂmlncnt
feature.

" Social system: The number
“of female teachers is very low
in rural schools which some-
‘times inhibits girls from com-
-ing to school as they do not
feel free with male teachers.

. The parents also do not like to -

" send their da  to distant
_dchools for r of insecu-
rity and prefer religious edu-
cation for them. In most fami-
Hes because of the prevailing
i @ocial values, girls are married

ﬂﬂ“t'atanﬂrlym thus putting
-4an end to itheir educational

“‘:num The popula-

" -tion of Bangladesh was 75 mil-
lion in 1971 and it is 110 mil-
lion

per cent in the last 23 years
and. the number of schools ac-
cording to- ment esti-
- mates have increased much
more than that. Presently
there are 62,000 vilages in
Bangladesh and 48.000 pri-
- mary
.- there is a primary school [or
“everv 1.3 village. Sp the -

beg‘ “of schools s no longer a
big problem. It is time we

started to atkjresp other issues
* as well. For ingtance, managing
these huge numiber of schools
centrally is wvery difficult.
- There is little éoordination
~ among the government. the
lotal institutions and other
- agencies. Local
. involved 'in either policy or de-
cision making. A gap remains
,between those who generate
‘ideas and those who act. Tt is

. reported that 60,000 teaching

- - positions are lying vacant now.
Why so, if it is-a national prior-

1ty? Monitoring and impact

,‘assessment is not sufficient. All

Z .Lheae reveal the lack of com-

the ~

physical facilities

now. In other words the
‘population has increased by 50 .

schools,. whirh means:

are not -

dawn-to-dusk for survi-

=

|

concerned.

Material: In promoting lit-
eracy and reading habit, mate-
rials play a vital role. But in

cases materials are not

developed on the basis of felt
needs, so they do not have rel-
evance w the life, culture and
social environment of the rural
people. The illustrations do
not reflect the rural life style.
As a result they fail to attract
people to the school. Defective
materials also hamper educa-
tion rather than promeoting it.
Materials are not developed
according to the different
levels of the target audience
either. Lack of coordination
among the agencies producing
paterials is also another prob-
lem.
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other possible step could be
regular guardian motivation.
either through personal con-
tacts or meetings. The gov-
ernmern! is already giving 75
Taka for girls attending scheol,

this could also be extended to

boys. on a reduced scale.

Iif the number of female
teachers could be increased it
would minimise drop-out of
girl students. A two months
recess during harvesting time
could be initiated, as it js ob-
served that most of the drop-
outs occur during harvesting.
Other facilities such as toy li-
braries and sports and recre-
ational facilities will alse en-
courage children. The curricu-

" lum should be based on their

life style, so Ihal lhulrl|.lr feel

Strategies

and guardians representatives
should be involved. Manage
men! should not be concen
trated air a single central body
Rather it should be run by local
bodies or the private sector. I

is strange that while privatiza-

tion is the magic formula in
the heyday of market eco
nomics, the word is anathema
in the education sector
government! has already de
cided to fund NGOs in 12
thanas for education. We can
only hope this is properly fol

lowed up In future and is nol
merely a (oken gesiure like so
many other good programmes
in the pasl.

. Material development: Ma-
terials should be devejoped ac

:nrr"lin::{ 9 need. Needs could

The

A maityer of surcival

. Continuing éducation: It is
very rare in rural areas to have
a common place or resource
centre where people can
practice whatever they have

" learnt. Because of a lack of ad-

equate newspapers, books or

_ other reading matc?ala they

cannot get a chan
tinue their learning.

. Strategies

Iulnlinj drop-out: Altho-
‘ugh drop-out has been a much
discussed: topic for a long

etncnn—

. time, no steps have been

taken, sb far. From my observa-
tion, it appears much can be

-done to improve attendance.

One could provide food to the
children, which the govern-
ment is already doing on a
limited scale under the food-

for-education programme. An-

problem
. teachers' having their explicit |

‘Their prioritiés reflect
importance of service condij- '

more attraction towards
school. The eurriculum should
also be changed so that the
entire tourse can-be com-
pleted within the scheol and

no pressure for homework will
hamper education.

Expansion of physical facili-
ties: Physical lacilities should

be expanded on the basis-of '

needs, not on the basis of po-
litical*reasons. There is a bi
here.. with schoo

preferr.‘nces particularly re-
garding “centralized control
and against local managemt
the

tion over perflormance.
Management development:

Management should involve
persons from all spheres of so-
clety. P:H”{‘uldﬂ}’ local people

et

cmong. rural people. work is prioritized over «diication Jor children.

be identified through struc-
tured questionnaires. work-
shops, discussion meetings,
personal contacts, etc,

Materidls should
include books. posters. flip
chirts. audio-visual materials,
These malerials should
have relevance with the social

.apd cultural life style of the ru-

ral people. The material pro-
ducing agencies should coor-

dinate their work properly and.
uplitatt‘nn Successiul’

avm_dvttl
materials from other countries
could be reproduced/adopted

. in our local language tod. Male-

riaIs should be made available
in the rural areas Lthrough
establishing rural 'EGI'IHHH‘I'IH}"
resource centres.

Eltlhll:hment nf Rural

Community Resource CEI‘I‘.I‘!
(RCRC): Tu facilitate confing-
ing education if rural areas
this strategy could be very el
fective. The RCRC should col
lect. preserve and disseminate
information which would pro-

vide communily users with
techniques to meet their in-
tormation needs

A managemen! commiltee

should be lormed at the inital
Slage representing various
professionals to run RCRC
smoothly. Local public repre-
sentatives, teachers, local gov-
ernment officials, NGO. repre
sentatives, representatives of
political parties. media ac-
tivists, cultural activists etc,
should be represented in the
management commitiee,

The RCRC should organize
seminars, workshops and dis

cussion meetings every month.
Special emphasis should be

given on AV services. Video
has no literacy barrier. Its
technology ts simple #hd can
directly and effectively convey
messages. Video on different
successiul projects, like liter-
acy campaign, piscitulture,
agro-forestry, environmental
issues, etc. should be collected
und services should be pro
vided to the community peo-

ple.

Inlormation on local issues
siich as number of schools,
leachers, students, NGOs,
lopics of interest, ponds,
crops, communication sys-
tems, hospitals, physical in-
frastructure, important tele-
phone numbers, etc. could be
collected and displayed on
hoard. '

Photographs and short life
sketch could also be displayed
of late local personalities. Im-
portant mews ({ocal, national
and global) of the preceding
week could be displayed on a
hoard,

Bi-monthly hulletlnu on de-
velopment issues and on disas-
ters could be brought and
placed in places where people
galher,

Materials of RCRC and other
igencies could be exchanged
i a ecoordinated way. Rural
people could be familiarized
with modern develepment
trends, use of appropriate
technology, high ytelding va-
rieties of seeds, environiment-
riendly projeei, sustainable
development, etc. through
RCRC. RCRC should have [acili-
ties for entertainment, social
interaction, continuing educu- -
tion and support services from

marketing Lo pruvidmb skills
dnel inpnits

RCRC should have at least
wo stall, one female and ohe
male. Staff should be provided
training regularly to update
their knowledge and skills.

We believe at the fag end ol
Lhe’ 20th century, we ought to
utilise all means.of communi-
cation to get optimum results.
Educational television.. radio
and/or mobilé audio-visual vans
could be used ta propagate and
get people te participate in a
mass literacy drive. If coun-
tries like Ethiopia. Sri Lanka
or Vietnam can achieve up to
90 per cent literacy., why can-
not we? Poverty should not be
an excuse for gur failures on

other fronts. t

The author is Directar.
- Community Development Li-
brary (CDL), Dhaka.

The above observations and
strategies were presented at
- the Regional Workshop an |
Formulating Effective Sirate-

- gies for Promoting Reading in
Rural Areas, organised by Asia
Pacific. Cultural  Centre for
Unesco (ACCLU), Tokyo and .

Nationgl Book Centre. Dhaka l
_ held early this year.
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The Great Brain Gain

by Yojana Sharma

Asia’s Wéstgrn—traine:d srieﬁtists and academics are

() Chia We1 could
\N’ hardly speak a word

of English when. at
17 he left Hong Kong more
than three decades ago to
studly in the United States

He ended up publishing

more’ than 120 papers and
books on quantum physics.
liguid crystals and low-tem-
perature physics. He also be-
came the first Chinese to head
a4 major US university. San
Francisco State

But in 1988 Woo returned
toe Hong Kong (o become

founding viee ehancellor of the.

Hong Kong University of
Science and Technology

IHKUST) that saw its first stu- -

dents graduating last year. His
aim 48 o turp HKUST in#o a
centre ol cutting-edge tech-
nology research

"Hong Kong people have to
realise that it is no longer suf-
ficient just to borrow or buy
technology frem elsewhere.
Hohg Kong must take onm a
more nation-building mentality
m the sense of being meore
creative on its own.” said Woo,
mow in his 50s. in a recent in-
terview,

It is nﬂeﬁ said Asia's u;cr

economies grew rich by copy-
img Western technological in:
neviions, But as more West-

vrit-trained Asian scholars like
Woo head home, it may soon
be the Westerners' turp (o
marved at the East's technolog-
ical supremacy.

While the United States is
slashing funding on basic re-
search, umiversities in Hong
Kong. Taiwan, Singapore and
South Korea are doing the ex-
a¢t opposite,

These davs. billions of dol-
lars are being poured
science research in a bid to
lure back the best brains who
had left their homeland to fur-
ther their scientific careers
vlsewhere.

Charles Kao Kuen, for m-
stance, has almost 30 patenis
to his name. The 1966 paper
that lists Kao as the main au-
thor is the basic publication

. Irom which the theory and ap-

plication of optical fibre tech-
nology for ﬂ:rmmunl::atiﬂns has
developed.

Bul Kao left the pinnacle of
the University of California at

.Berkeley for Hong Kong's Chi- -

nese University, founded in
1949 when academics fled the

mainland following the rise of
| the communists.

“lt's a thrilling time to be in
Hong Kong." says Kao. "Hong
Kong is -contributing in a very
real way as a telecomnfunica-
tions hub not enly for China

and South-east Asia but to the
whole world, this is an oppor-

tunity for me to use what ex-
pertise and experience | have

o help Hong Kong's expanding

world role.”
Kao expresses the senti-

ments of many other returning
.mnm:mum

places fast while the West
seems stuck.

The pull of their homeland
and culture and the desire to
use their education and expe-
rience (o make a difference
draws them back.

Similar considerations
brought 1986 ' Nobel Prize
winner in Chemistry Lee Yuan
Tseh, 58, back te his nmative

Taiwan te head the prestigious

Academica Sinica. a collectifn
of 21 research institutes. situ-
ated in an eastern suburb of
Taipei.

Lee in Taiwan and Woo in
Hong Kong both say they want
to build their universities into
world-class institutions. And
for the first time. they are be-

" the Academia Sinica's |

i1to -

ing given the funds by their
governments to do so.

Salaries and benefits for re-
searchers rival those of the
very best US umiversifies. and
increasingly so do the facili-
ties, i

“Taiwan has become one of

heading home.

' &
from the United States. In
Hong Kong. they are less iso-
lated from academic elop-
ments than they be in
China.

But pure science is not the
omly area where Asian coun-

tries are (rying to hure back
talént.

- Lee says his roping in of
renowned anthropologist K C
Chang fropm Harvard to become
Academia Sinica's vice presi-
dent i§ one of his big coups —
and part of his plan to turn
Sinica into a world recognised
centre for South-east Asian
studies within a decade

in the past. local st‘udrnu

" of South-east Asian studies

would often have to pursur
their research in the United
States whese anthropology and
ltnguint}r deparimenis had
more expertise in these areas
than the countries themseives.
That is changing Respecied
Harvard professor of anthro-
pology David Wu now heads the
anthropology department at
Hong Kong's Chinese Univer-
sity. where academics say re-
search in the field has sud-
denly "gone up in quality by
several notches .
“In the pasi. Asians came to
us te learn about their own

F.N

-

the rlchtesl places in the world
and the IES ‘has the newest _
gencration facilities,” said Kao

Honn. who earned his doctor-
ate in geology from the Uni-
versity of is and is now at
tute
of Earth Sciences (IES). '

"If has also upgraded its
computer equipment and is
hooked up with most.interna-
tional networks.” he told Tai- .
wan's Free China Review.
"There is no reason not to
come back;"

Mad:n‘iu:s are no longer
cut off from the latest trend
by being in Asia. Technologic
advances have made it easy to
obtain data from all over, and
the research environment has
livened up .as more overseas-

. trained academics return. Con+

ferences of leading scholars
are as likely to be held in Sin-
gapore as in Boston.

Kao Honn earned his doc-

.torate in geology from the Uni-

versity of Illinois in the United
States but then headed back to

~ the Academia Sinica's Institute

of Earth Sciences (IES).

King Cheung of the

HKUST's publicity department

says there are more than 100
members of the university staff
who have returridd from the
Weslt. A significant number are
mainlaid Chinese returning

.. mitment on the part of those
. -I_——i-_-—ﬂ

EN haggle in the

bazaar of Quetia, the

M capital ‘of Pakistan's .
- weslern-most provirtce, Balu-
+ chistan. Their turbans ‘and

: ' caps indicate which Baluch or
< Pathan tribe they belong to,

-' their beards and moustaches.

.. symbalize virility. A few women
flit by the date stands and
- bread shops, like moving bun-
dles of fabric in their tent-like

. . Baluchistan i$ said to be the
_--most conservative of Pakistan's
" four provinces, Tribal feuds are

still played out in its desert

.+ and mountain settlemenis and
:, on the Streets of Quetta. It
. 18 surprising. therefore. “to
. learn that women's education
: is inaking distinet strides in
. this province.

Fewer than 5. per cént of

Baluchistani women can read
and write, compared with 21
per cent of women nationwide:
While 71 per cent of boys en-
rol in the first vear of school.
for girls the figure is 27 per
cent,
_ However, attitudes towards
. educating girls appear to be
- changing. A 1990 survey of
9.000 villages. conducted . by
. the US Ageney for Interna-
‘ftonal Development (USAID)
for Baluchistan's Education
Department found that a
majority of parents in more.
than half the villages wanted
© primary education for their
daughters; in 31 per cent of
these villages. all parents
wanted girls education.

‘It would seem that many
myths have been propagated
concerning primary educa-
tion,”
congultant fer the UNICEF ed-
ucation programme in Quetta.
"Often the failure of education
policies and projects is blamed
on the people's conservatism."

Major constraints lie in the
path- of girls’ eduecation, how-
ever, the most serious being
the lack of girls' schools and
female teachers. Qut of 7,800
primary schools in the
province, fewer than 10 per
cent are for girls, and only 15
per cent of the teachers are
women. Parents are wary of
entrusting their daughters to

_ co-educational schools or male

-lht'-

teachers in a soclety that still
adheres.to yarious forms of
purdah to keep. men and
women segregated.

To address these problems,
Primary Education
Directorate, with the help of

USAID and UNICEF, devised

an innovative teacher ‘training
programme. Since 1990, the
Mobile Female Teachers Trai-
ning Units with Community
Support has led to the opening
of 360 new girls' schools and
the re-activation of 150
Bovernmernt schools.

The programme is simple.
A female instructor provides a

says Denise Conway, a

. Pishin, an hour's drive north of

byBarbamWeyﬁmann

ihiree-month teacher training
course to women. with at least
10 to 12 years of schooling.
Courses are conducted in small
towns close to where the {u-
ture teachers live to minimize
their travel and nights away
from home. After completing.
the tra.inlng the women open
government-affiliated primary
schools in their villages.

At the Teacher's College in

Quetta, 10 wornen! between the
ages of 18 and 50 jot notes as
an energetic trainer discusses
how to manage students of
different levels in one class-
room. ‘

“Families now want their
girls to understand th€ world,"
says trainee Najma Prabaz,
wheelchair-bound because of
polio, to explain the parents'

new Interest in :dut:at{ng their

daughltrs
But "how do the religiou

leaders, traditionally skeptical
of education for women, view
this trend ? fi

"Now the mullahs do not

prohibit educating girls,” says e
Zarmina Khanum, rcaw
hér chaddar owver

greying

hair. "And eve
: they do, it
calnol -

n difference.
People's dttituges towards ed-
ucation { hgve been slpwly

'u:rhnnging in the last 10 vears.”
Without any training before the
course in Pishin. Zarmina. a

" mother of nine, helped the

teacher in her village to cope
with the 90 children who

-cram into two cfassrooms in

the government school.

- Economic factors have also
pushed the cause of women's
education in Pakistan. Most
significant was the massive
migration of workers to the
Gulf states, which reached its
peak in the early 1980s. With
the men gone for long periods,
wolnen were suddenly *left to
take charge of the family, to
deal with money oerders and
letters.

The rising cost of basic
commodities was another rea-
son. It
women to give up purdah to
take up jobs. "Finally people
realized what it meant to be il-
literate,” says Anita Ghulgm Al

director UfWﬁupd“nn
Foundation : e pfﬂ\finf_]ﬂl
E“"'E m of Sindh.

eed, the Government of
Pakistan is finding it difficult
to provide enough schools and
teachers to meet this “tidal
wave” of demand for girls' edu-
cation. Consequently, schools
run by NGOs and private en-
trepreneurs have mush

roomed. In Karachi. one third

led many Pakistani -

Breaklng through tradition in Pakistan

of all schools are privately run,
according to Anita Ghulam Ali.
whose organization chaiinels
World Bank funds for private

initiatives in prlnmry educa-
tion.

Fﬂreign donors su®h as
UUNICEF and the World Bank
have long believed more

~money shotld go to. primary
education. They have advo-
cated shifting funds from uni-
versities to primary schools on
the grounds that only 37 per
cent of Pakistani children
complete four years of school-
ing. This compares un-
lavourably with poorer neigh- .
bours India and Bangladesh
and is far below the world av-
erage of 68 per cent. =

In the view of these donor
agencles, primary eddcation is
the foundatipn on which rests
all deyelopment. Larry Sum-

—Hérs, former chief economist
of the World Bank, cites the
case of Pakistan to argue that
an investment of US $40,000
lo educate 1,000 girls would
reduce infant mortality, female
fertility and material mortality
saving US $100.000. "Educa-
ting girls quite possibly yields
a higher rate of return than
any other investiment available
in the developing world.”
wrote Summers.

A=

The Government of

~ Pukistan seems to be listening.

It recently launched the Social
Action Brogramme targeted al
improving services in primary
education; health and popula-
tion planning. It has ear-
marked a budget of US $6 bil-
lion for the next five years.
which it plans to secure mainly
by reallocating funds from
other sectors rather than by
rajsing public expenditures.
Foreign donors are slated .to
add US $2 billion.

Money alone, however, is
not enough. For schooling to
become sustainable, commu-
nity participation is essential.

That is why Baluchistan's
Primary Education Directorate
places so much importance on
the village forming a Com-
munity Education Committee
before a schodl is opened.

The committee, made up of
elected parents, selects the
trainee f[or the three-month
course and is in charge of run-
ning the, sthool. Official recog-
nition of the school is given
only after close monitoring of
the performance of the
teacher and students, the sup-
port of parents and the quality
of the school facility.

Barbara Weyermann was for
merly Consultant Information
Officer for the UNICEF ROSA
affice in Kathmandu She
recently travelled to Pakistan

peuple and cultures. Bul the
tables have turned — we are
now learning from them.” said
Harvard professor of anthro-
pology Rober Levine on a re-
cent visit to find outsmbout re-
search on Chinese societies
being conducted here.

Anthropologists say it

" makes far more sense to be

conducting research in their
own backyards rather than
from the “remote ivory tower”
of a US university. Often, say
academics, the US.slant may
not necessarily be useful to the
couliries themselves.

- This .is particularly true in

medical research.’ Cancer re-

searchi in the United States
does not address Taiwan's
needs, says Jacqueline Whang
Peng who served as section
head of the US National Insti-
tute of Health's Cytogenetic
Oncology “sectton before join-
ing Academia Sinica's Institute
of Biomedical Selences.

Liver cancer is the most
prevalent in Taiwan and China
but mmuch of US research fo-
cuses on lung and breast
cancer. Says Whang: "We can'f
wait till US doctors find the
most effective therapy for our
patients. We have to do it for
ourselves.”
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