Benapole port earns |
Tk 3cr in 6 months

BENAPOLE (Jessore), Feb 93. 2.34 lakh MT during the
16: The land port of Benapole 1991-92 fiscal and 2.33 lakh

has earned revenue worth Tk MT during the fiscal 1990
266 crore during the first six 1991
months of the current fiscal Meanwhile, the develop-

year by handling 2.39 lakh
metric tons of imported and

exported goods, says UUNB.

The port earned Tk 5.58
crore during the fiscal 1993-
94 by handling 4.32 lakh MT
of goods, said a PID handout.

It also handled 3.52 lakh
MT of goods the filscal 1992-

ment and expansion work of
the port under a prdject at a
cost of Tk 12.23 crore is pro-

gressing fast,

Eight godowns, one trans-
shipmemt yard and housing
complex is being constructed
and fire hydrant system is be-
ing installed under the project.
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Volers are sceen gathering during the elections for one-third posts of the BUMEA at its
Secrgtariat at I{dwranbazdr i the clty yest&rd&y

MANIKGANJ. Feb 16: The
government is spending the
highest ever amount of Taka
209 crore tag implement rural
electrification programme dur-
ing the current fiscal year. re-

ports BSS.
The al]n«catinn will further
be increased next financial

year (FY) as rural electrifica-
tion programme is a priority
sector of the government.
Energy and Mineral Re-
sources Minister Dr Khan-
daker Mosharral Hossain said
this while addressing as the
chief guest at the formal elec-
irification, eceremony of
Manikganj Pally Bidyut Samity

Call money rate |

Money rates in the call
money market during the
week ended February 15,
ranged from 1.35 per cent to
5.50 per cent, a Bangladesh
Bank press release said ves-
terday, reports BSS.

During the same week in-
lerest rates offered by Lhe
Bank on certificate of deposits
varied from 3.00 per cenf to
£.25 per cent. The bank rafe.
however, remained unchanged

5.50 per cent.

US dollar lower
in Tokyo

TOKYO, Feb 16: The US

dollar was lower against the
Japanese yen in Tokyo early

; Thursday, reports AP.

- The US dollar was trading
at 98.15 ven at 11:30 a.m
(0230 GMT)}, down 0.42 yen
from late Wednesday in Tokyo
and also below its level in late
New York trading overnight at
98.35 yen

The dnl]ars wcakneas fol-
lowed its overnight trend in
New York, where traders fo-
cused on Mexico's troubled
economy. A poor auction of
Mexican treasury bills showed
a continued lack of foreign in-
vestor confidence in the na-
tion's linancial markets.

— Star phutn

| tion Board

here today, aceording to an of-
ficial handout

The minister said the gov
ernimaent has so far invested
over Taka B350 hundred crore

during the last three financial
years in rural electrification
network while a total of Taka
2130 crore have been invested
in Lthe sector since its Infep
tion in 1977,

He said 15 350 villages have
s0 [ar been brought under rural
electrilication uneitwork of
which over 8600 villages have
been provided with rural elec-
tricity during the tenure of the
present governinent.

The function was also ad-
dressed by Chiel Whip Khan-
daker Delwar Hossain, Niza-
muddin Khan MP, Begum
Farida Hasan MP. Harun-ur-
Rashid Khan MP, Energy Sec-
retary M Faizur Razzak and
Chairman of Rural Electrifica-
[REB) Brig Mo-
hammad Enamul Hug.

Prtaidfnt of the Sarmt'. Fa-

Fund for rural electrification
to be raised next FY

zlur Karim Sharil presided.

The Energy Minister said
that rural elecirification pro
gramme launched by Shaheed
President Ziaur Rahman had
become a part and parcel of
the socio-economic process of
the rural areas. He said the
government had streamlined
the rural electrification pro-
gramune for the overall rural
development.

Khandaker Delwar Hossain
s:aid that a qualitative change
had been breught about in all
sectors Including education
and communication of the
country following realistic pro-
grammes undertaken by th:
guvcmmem

Manikganj Pally Bidyut
Samity comprises seven thanas
of Manikganj narely
Mantkganj Sadar. Singair,
(Ghior, Harirampur. Shibalaya,
Daulatpur and Shaturia cover-
ing an area of 1642 squa.n:
kilometres.

Austraha urges India

to lower tariff walls

NEW DELHI. Feb 16: Aus-
tralia urged India on Wednes-
day to lower tariff walls to
boast. trade and called. for an
expansion of business ties from
traditional . commodities to
newly-opened growth sectors.
reports AFP.

Trade Ministier Bob M{-Mui
lan, leading a_ 150-member

1 business dettgaﬁml sald Aus-

tralian companies were keenly
eveing India's telecommunica-
tions, power. road-building
and services sectors.

McMullan said at the cnp-cn-
ing of the ninth Australia-India
joint business ceuncil meeting
here that high Indian tariffs
were inhibiting, trade in such
sectors as coal, which he said
held the key to expanding
trade ties,

W would like lu emer into

a ¢lurable partnership in coal

"as vour power sector expands

anidd qlﬁ*l making continues (o

grow.” he said,

“If we are to maximise the
polential of this partnership
then we will look to the gov-
vrnment of India to reduce
taritls,” he said. "But we can do
more than supply coal. We can
provide technical expertise,
eqpuipunent and services.”

Trade between the two
countries- reached 961 million

~ US dollars last year. Australia's

exports to India were worth
642 million dollars. with coal
accounting for more than half
the earnings.

India, the third largest
market for Australian coal. is
Australia's 19th largest trade
pariner,

NESS

A 75-member delegation of ther Association of Travel Agents of Bangladesh left Dhaka for
ngdum of Saudi Arabia recently by Saudia to attend 11th Marketing Conference of the
ATAB in Jeddah. Photo shows Dr. HBM Igbal, President of ATAB, along with Tariq A R

Eamah Country Manager Bangladenh and Napal, with the group at the ZIA pnur to their
eparture

Kanna-Sahayak Foundation extends
credits to 2.17 lakh families -

The
Foundation” has se far ex-
tended dredits to 2.17 lakh
families in its efforts towards
poverty alleviation.

Since its inception some
four and a-half years ago, the
Foundation designed to extend

small loans to the rural poor

on easy térms, has identified
more than ten lakh families in
the country eligible for credits.
The Foundation expecis that
rest of the families would be
covered within- a reasonahble
period of time. |

The non-profit Foundation
has gone a long way in achiev-
ing its goal of being helpful to
the rural poor within a short
span of its functioning, sources
in the Foundation told BSS
. yesterday.

With poverty alleviation be-
coming a priority programme
in Bangladesh as also in the
SAARC region, the Found-

"Palli Karma-Sahayak
"government.

. said.

ation's activities received
conscious -patronage of the
Nazrul Islam.
Chairman of the. Fnunclatii:m

The National
Council (NEC) in a fcent
meeting presided over by
Finance Minister M Saifur
Rahman allocated an additional

“sum of Taka 30 crore to the

Fgundation with an assurance
of a further allocation of Taka
25 crore to bring the total cap-
ital to Taka 100 crore during
the current year. The
Foundation so far has a capital
of Taka 45 crore.

The Foundation levies a
nominal service charge of 3 to
4.5 per cent on amounis of
credits depending on their
sizes and are repayable in 36
manths. the first six months of
which are grace period. The
amounts are repaid in ten

" equal instalments in remaining

Ecnﬂnmlc :

*of the poverty cycle.’

30 months.

‘Se far 2.17.000 [amilies
have been given credits by the
foundation. "The Foundation is
satisfied after repeated on the
spot checks that these [amilies
have been able to utilise the
credits profitably and have
made a beginning to come out
MAM
Ziauddin, Managing Director of
the Foundation, said.

The Foundation has* not yet
accepled any funds or dona-
tions from foreign govern
ments and agencies. This en-
ables il to explain to thé bor-
rowers tha! the money given to
them is Bangladesh's tax pay-
ers money and this pro-
gramme of poverty alleviation
is Bangladesh government's
OWTl programme

The Foundation operaies
from its premises in Dhaka

UAE nabs 164 Pak
job seekers

ABll DHABI, Feb 16: The
United Arab Emirates (UAE]
arrested 164 Pakistanis®and
other Asians who tried to en-
ter the country illegally over
the past two weeks newspa-
pers reported here yesterday.
Border and coast guards called
in the air force when tLhey
carried out raids in the moun:
lains in Diba and towns in the
castern region near the border
with Oman. the papers said
Coast guard sources said those
arrested Included Pdkistanis.
Alghans and Iranians. They
came by sea seeking jobs in
the oil-rick Gulf country. re-
ports AFFP

China raids plants
making pirated discs

BELJING. Feb 16: China sad
on Wednesday officials had
ralded ‘several plaints making
pirated compact discs, a key
demand ol US negotiators
pressing Beiling for better in-
tellectual-property’ protection.
‘Fhe disclosure by the commu-
nist party People's Daily coin
cided with the start of high-

-stakes Sino-US talks on pro

tection of copyrights and other
intellectual properiy in China

Billions of dollars worth of tit-
for-tat trade sanctions will be
imposed on February 26 unless

a deal is struck that satisfies .

1}S concerns on piracy and
media-imarket access. reports

Reulter.

‘Whaling by
Japan protested

WELLINGTON, Feb 16: New
Zealand has protested to the
Japanese government about
whaling in the newly created
southern ocean sanctuary,
Foreign Minister Don Mckin-
non said yesterday. In a state-
ment. he said New Zealand
was strongly opposed Lo scien-
tific whaling and had said so
many times. Enyironmental
group Greenpeace said earlier
it had filmed a Japanese whal-
ing fleet hunting minke wh
in the newly created sanctu
which includes two-thirds of
New Zealand's territorial wa-
ler-s. came into effect in De-
cember, reports Reuter.

British inflation

rises to 3.3 pc

LONDON, Feb 16 British
inilation, on a 12-month basis,
rose to 3.3 per cent in January
from 2.9 per cent in Decem-
ber, but unemployment fell, of-
ficial figures showed, yesterday.
Retail prices were unchanged
in January but retail sales fell.
The inflation figures from the
central statistical office
showed that if,the cost of
housing were excluded- from
the calculation to give a figure
comparable to inflation calcula-
tions in other countries, prices
had fallen by 0.1 per cent. hav-
ing risen by 0.5 per cent in
December, reports AFFP.

Nigeria produces .
1.815m BPD of oil

LAGOS. Feb 16: Nigeria
produced 1.815 million barrels
of crude oil.every day in Jan-
vary, 50,000 barrels lower
than the OPEC quota allocation
of a daily 1.865 million barrels.
This was disclosed to the news
agency of Nigeria here yester-
day by industry sources. The
sources said, however, that the
country sold about 1.86 million
barrels every day, thanks to its
oil stocks kept in foreign
countries, reports Xinhua.

Tokyo may earmark
$10b for Kobe

TOKYO, Feb 16: The
Japanese government is ex-
pected to earmark more than a
trillion yen (10 billion dqllars)
in a supplementary budget for
fiscal 1994 to help rebuild
guake-ravaged Kobe and its
vicinity. a finance ministry of-

ficial said today. Finance Minis- -

ter Masayoshi Takemura is ex-
pected to present the aid
package at an extraordinary
cabinet meeting late Friday,
and the.government is to for-

~mally decide on the package

on February 24 the official
said. The official however re-
fused to disclose details; saying
"we are still in the process of
compiling the budget.” reports
AFP.

Chevron exploring new
-~
S China Sea area

NEW. YORK, Feb 16
Chevron Overseas Petroleum
Limited has begun drilling the
first well in its new explo-
ration area in the East China
Sea, US petroleurn company
Chevron announced on
Wednesday. The new area,
block 33/08. is located about
250 miles southeast of Shang-
hai off the coast of China,

reports Ximhua

The Place y you can enloy best Thai Food

é- Thai House

AUTHENTIC THAI RESTAURANT

52-8, Guishan Avenue, Dhaka-1212
Tel : mzm Fll
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Dhaka Stock Prices

Al the close of trading on February 16, 1995

T - eqm -

Star Report
The turnovers on 1the [haka day were Mita , Textiles
Stock Exchange (DSE| ruse on (157001 AC] Lid (13000 and
Thursday afler a lew dav's Anee Pharma [

slump while the price mdt:
continued 1o fah

A total of 60783 shares
worth Taka 8633174.00
changed hands as against
Wednesday's 29951 shares val-
wed at Taka 8288134.00, The
rhanges meant 102.94 per
cent and 4.16 per cent in-

crease in the turnovers in vol-
e and value r ;
The DSE All Share Price

Index fell from 798 40895 to
795 52964 indicating a de-
cline of 0.3606 per cent.

Total market capital
dropped to Taka 38.42 billion
from Taka 38.56 billion.

The number of issues rose
to 66 from 63. in which enly

7 gained. 34 incurred losses
and the share. prices of 15 is-

| Trading at  glance ]
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