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F-ederal rule extended

India accuses US of

meddling in Kashmir

NEW DELHI, Feb 15 India's
interior minister has accused
the United States an the floor
of ParHament ol supporting
Muslim secessionists in the
Indian stdte ol H.'ahmir. re-
ports AP,

"Unless we are prepared to
toe Lheir line ... they will keep
creating pyoblems,” said Inte-
rior Minister Shankarrao Cha-
van. He spoke Tuesday before
the legislature voted o extend
federal rule gyer the State until
" July 17.
India
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Mandela will
5 g :
retire.in '99
CAPE TOWN, Peb 15 Presi-
dent Nelsen Mandela said
Wednesday he. would retire
when his term expires in*1999
te spend time with his' grand-
children and read. reports AP.
"ln lm I will be 80",
the South African

Prtu Association. "l don't
think an octogenarian should

be mﬂddﬂ in political aff
I welrid to give i?n
younger man. Bul | be
- gvailable to givé advice.”
Mandela, 76 spent 27 vears
in prison for trying W over-
throw apartheid rule. He was
released in 1990 and led the
African National Congress in
negotiations that set up the na-
tion's first all-race election last
ar, which the ANC won to
make him South Africa's I“rst
blad k prﬁ-'lrh'nt

roulinely aeccuses

complications of invo
‘of other parties.” ‘he 8did.

neighboring Pakistan, an Is-
lamic state, of supporting the
3-year-old Muslim rebellion in
Kashmir. But it was the firsi
ttine in more than a year that

“* an oflicial of Chavan's rank has

publicly alleged US involve-
ment in Kashmir

A US embassy spokesman
declined to comment on the
allegations. and said the em-
bassy was trying to find the
document that Chavan cited in
Parliament. . .

Chavan referred to a
‘researeh document published
by the Republicans stating that
the Democrats were creating
problems in India by encourag-
ing Pakigtan 40 supply arnis,
provide training camps and
logistic support” to the mili-
Lants.

Chavan said the United
States would only be satisfied if
hidependence was grapted to
Kashmir -

-We have defeated Pakistan
S0 niany times, we-do can do ft
again, We are worrieg "about
olvement

His speech made headlines
edn“l Indian newspapers

nesday. India says it will

not grant independence to

Kashmir, the only Muslim- -
Imuh'

dominated state in
which is predominantly Hindu

More than, 11,000 pmpie

have died in the insufrettion.
which beggn over demands for
greajer aulggomy and an end
ol what the-Muslims say is in-
stitutional discrimination.
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Arafat to meet Mitterrand :ro
Chairman Yassér Arafat will meet French President Francois
Mitterrand in Paris this weekend and take part in a- UN
symiposium along with Israeli Foreign Hin.iﬂl:r Shimon Peres.
a PLO official said yesterday, Reuter from Gaza. .

Arafat's Press Adviser Nabil abu Rdeipeh said Jordan's .

Prince Hassan will also attend she symposium’ on pedia in
peacelime organised by UNESCO. : :

Mao's personal ph émnd;e&
Zhisul, ‘personal physician to Chma-l Mao Tnc-neg for 22
ytart.rhn.cled He was 75, AP reports from C

M}r at hi§ home in a western £hk-.ago
An numpuy was scheduled to confirm theycause of death, bu

family member# said it was a heart attaek. ' -

In 1954, Li-became personal physician to Mao, founder of

the People's Republic of {'."hma and held lhe mmtinn until his
death in 197G

12 rabe]s hlled in Slerra I.eone.

Gnvrrnmtnt troops kiljed 12 rebels in a onslaught

in which nine rebel bases were captured ‘in the east of war-
torm Sierra Laone: state radio announced on Tunday AFP
reports from Freetown.

Grenades, rocket launr:ltru and military uniforms wepe :

captured afier a lo r battle in the Baoma area, 235
hilumr{rrﬂ 145 miles) southeast nl' Freetown. the station

ml;d earthguake,  shook nurtarrn parts of Pgltln on

Wednesday butl there was no immediate repost of any casualty
or damage. officials said, AFP reports from Islamabad. .
The quake. measuring 4.5 on the Richter scale, originated
J00 kilometres (187 miles) south of the border city of
Peshawar. in the Hindukush meuntain rau: in Afghanistan.
the Palkistan melerological departiment

Shevardnadze in 2 Eduard She-

Varduadee Georgia's head of state. arrived in London on
Tuesdayv for a three-day visit in a bid to promote bilateral
cooperation with Britaing Xinhua reports from London.
During his stay in Leondon. Shevardnadae will hold Lalks
with British Prime Minister John Major and the two legders
will sign a jeint declaratien on friendly cooperation and an
agr::mt on the promotion and protection of investmegnt in

ﬁPM starts tour:

Deputy Prime Minister Madhav Komar Nepal left on
a five-nation European tour Wednesday to seek investment in
his Himalayan country. AP reports from Katmandu.
' The visit is aimed at assuring the West that the new
Communist government in Nepal is commitied to
and an open-magket econemic policy. government officials
said ou condition of anonymity. Nepal is scheduled to visit
Gerniany. Switzerlind Franee, Britain and Belgium. '

v will return to politics:

Formier Soviet Prime Milister Nikolai R)rzhkm has decideg to
quit- his jgb as & bank® and return 0 politics. ITAR«Sass"
nﬁr: agency reporied oo Tuesday. Xinhua says from Mostow.

queied the private Tver Universal Bank' as saying that
nyduhn had ofiedig to resign from-the post of chairmaf® of
the board of governors-of the bank. which he took ap in
March 1994

% m!l former gﬂu}uﬂiﬂ party has apt;d&ﬁ

hrvume prime minister. his party and Lthat of outgoing
Premier Waldemar Pawlak said on Tuesday, AFP reports from
Warsaw

Oleksy. currently the speaker of parliament. "has econ-
firmed he is willing to form a new government and is continu-
ing intense negotiations in the leftist coalition on selecting a
cabinet. probably by late on Wednesday. the parties said in a

Palestinian tee er shot dead:

Israeli soldiers shot dead a Paleslinian teenager and wounded
seven people in clashes with stone-throwers in the occupied
West Bank on Tuesday, ithe first anniversary of the Hebron
massacre, residents said. Reuter reports from Hebron
Palestinians in major towns. intluding Hebron. held a gen-
eral strike in memory of the 29 shot dead bW

Jewish settler Baruch Goldstein in la Al-Ibrahimi Mosgue
before survivors beat him 10 death.

- L]
earthquake registering 4.7 on the Richter scale struck the
northern Japanese island of Hokkaldo at 855 am on
Wednesday (2355 GMT Tuesday) the Meteorological Agency
said. AFP reports from Tokyo.

There was no fear of Tsunami tidal waves, the agency said.
adding that there were no immediate reports of damage or

njuries.

Two die in Turkish lanecrash.

A military aircraft crashed Tuesday un an eastern suburb of
Istanbul killing the two pilots and a technician on board.
police said, AFP reports from istanbul

round of talks on ceasefire

MOSCOW,. Feb 15: The
leaders of warring lelﬂlﬂ.ﬂ and
Chechen lorces began a second
round of talks today intended
to build on a temporary cease-
fire agreed earlier this week,
Itar-Tass news agency said,
reports Reuter.

Tass. reporting from the
Ingushi _ settlement of
Sleptsovsk just outside Chech-
nya. said the delegations were

P

ledd by General Anatoly Kulikov.
head of Russian.lnteriof Min-
fstry troops in Chechnya and
Aslan Maskhadov, commander
of Chechen separatist forces.
Kulikov. and Maskhadov on
Monday agreed a ceasefire
covering use of heavy weapons,

— artillery. rockets and mor-

tars — in the conflict,
But the ceasefire was

dented on Tuesday by ‘an ex-.

change of rocket and shell fire*

in and around -the Chechen
capital Grozny between Rus-
sian forces and remnants of
Chechen irreguiars who have
largely been driven out of the
city. :

Russian President Boris
Yellsin sent  troops intdg the
north Caucasus territory on
Decemnber 11 tef crush a three-
year drive for independence.

A Russian soldier stands Tuesday at the

square in front of destroyed Presldent s Pa [ace in

Grozny. Artillery fire rang but on Tuesdajr at strategic Eltea around Grozny in vielation of a
heavy-weapons c&mﬁre accord.

ﬁAFPphut.u

‘Ramos orders strengthemng
_of military outposts in Spartlys

mnm Feﬁ' 15+ President
Fidel Ramios on Wednesday

‘ordeted the strtngthrning of

military outposis in the con-
tested Spratly Islands aflter
Chinese moves in areas
claimed by the Phillgppines
e purts AP,

“While we are hoping for
the best, we must prepare for
the worst.” Ramos gaikd as he
opened a meeting of the Na-
tional Security Council on an
emerging crisis triggered by
Chinése occupatioa of the Pan-
ganiban Reef. which Mania
also clanns.

The dslands o1 the South

' China Sea..believed 10 be Trich

in mmerals such as oll, are also

cliaimed in whole ar in pariy In
Vietnm, Tadwila, Madavsia ane ©

l”ﬂr
AR vave ordered the e

pariurent ol Detepnce Lo
strwticthien, withi eur Hmited
capakilivis. opr detachmen's
and owr naval presence in the
Kalavaan.island Group and to
intensify its aerial surveillance
over Pamganiban Reel.” Ramos
said.

He did ' not specify whether
"strengthening”™ would include
sending more troops or up-
grading weaponry. The mili-
tary. citing national security.

" 'fASEAN) _ in

has refused to say how many
lroops are stationed on the
eight islands occupied by the
Philippines.

Last week. Ramos said
surveillance pictures showed
that the Chinese have con-
structed structures at the reef
a}ﬂd that Chinese naval vessels
were i1 the area.

He also said Chinese lorces -

brieflv detained a croup Fil-
ipinu lishermen last imonth.

in an =ditorjal Wednesday,
the Philippine Daily Inquiter
saidk China's moves <show 1he
regility of pe.ace in Soun
Asia as (luna projecis

Vietnam to join
ASEAN in July

HANO]. Feb 15: Vieinam
will join the Association of
Southeastern Asian Nations
July 1995,
Vietnamese Foreign Minisie

Manh Cam announced,
reporis Xinhua.

Cam made the announce-
ment al a press conference iri
I'F Chi Minh City on Tuesday

ter” cOmpleting a three-na
tion tour that took him to Lhe
Philippines. Auastralia and

Si Etimrt

1 b=l
her

‘be no

But the operation was
poorly prepared- and Russian’
troops met fjerce resistance
from the Chechens, leading to

a conflict in which hundreds,
perhaps thousands. of people
have been killed.

AFP [rom Stockholm adds;
Russian Forelgn Minister An-

drei Kozyrev on Tuesday as-°

sured his Brilish counterpart
Douglas Hurd that there will be
no more bombings in Chech-
nya, British government

.sources said in Stockholm.

"Kozyrev said there would
more bombings in
Chechnya, but the proof of the
pudding is in the eating,” said
a British government official
who asked not to be identified.

On Tunesday. heavy ex-
changes ol artillery shook
strategic aites in Chechnya in
violation of the ceaseflire ac-
cotd signed by Chechen and
Russian commanders less than
24 hours earlier. Chechen
commanders accused the
Russians of breaking the truce.
¥ Kdzyrev,
with Hurd here over dinner,
reallirmed Russian President
Boris Yeltsin's commitment to

reform and assured Hurd that -

this process had nolt been af-
lected by thc evénts in Chech-

Y.
Hhird repeatedly referred to

the events in Ghechnya as a
"dark cloud” over the Russian
reform-process, and said the
setback was harming the rela-

.. tions befween Russia and the

West.

power to fill the void left by
the shrinkage of American mil-
itary presence in the area.”

The US cutback followed
the 1991 decision by - the
Philippine Senate to close the
Subic Bay naval base 50 miles
(80 kilometers) west of Manila.
The Senate action was widely
hailed by localmedia® at the
time as an assertion of
sovereignty.

(China's moves. however.
hive shown that the Philip-
Pines lacks resources ol its

own Lo delend its claims or
PreVen Incursion -,

In encroaching on Lthe Pan-
ganiban reef. Ramos said China
ignured mternational law and a
1992 call by the Association of
Soulheast Asian Nations 1o
seltle  conflicting claims
peacelully.

AST . which includes the
Philippines, Indonesia, Mealey-
sia. Thailand, Singapore and
Brurnei, also urged claimants to
work together to develop the
Spratlys economically.

During the National Secu-
ritv Council meeting, Ramos
described the Chinese moves
as “incursions” into Philippine
lerritory

By 1; A=A

'Iurkmh security furces check the bodies of Hurdllh rebels killed in an anti-insurgency
ration overnight near eastern Turkish town of Diele on Tuesday. Turkish forces backed
by air pewer killed 38 activists of the banned Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK) in the

crackdown, officials said.

— AFP photo
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Blast kills 8
I{ldl&l‘l troops
4in Kashmir

. SRINAGAR, Feb 15: Eight
indian soldiers and one civil-
ian were kiled when an army
truck in which they were trav-
eling hit a land mine in
Kashuiy. det:ﬂ'fsf' officials said,
reports AP,

The truck was coming from
l.npanu. a villuge on the India-
Pakistan (rontier, to the lown
of Kupwara when the incident
happened.

der standing regulations. The
arey i 110 kilometers (08
miles)  nerth of Srinagar.

Arab League. OIC
to hold confce
in Cairo March 12

CAIRO. Feb 15: The Arab
League and the Organisation ol
Ihe Islamic Conference will
hold a conference here on
March. 12 to oppose Israeli
seltlement in Jerusalem. a
league official said Tuesday.
reports AFP. 7

Egypts Foreign Minister
A Mhvssa, a representative ol
Morocco's King Hassan 11 and
around 20 Palestinians will at
lend the three day meeting.
e e ygsie s deputy secrefory,
ceneral saidk Kamal told AI'P,

Israel's N-arms
obstacle to ME
peace: Syria

DAMASCUS. Feb 15: Syria
today called Jor a dismantling
of Israel¥s nuclear weapons
saying it i1s an obstacle to peace
in the Middle East, reporis
Xinhua, -

Ine e oditorial publishied
vesterday in the state-run
newspaper Tishrin, Syria said
Israel's nuclear weapons capa-
bility could push the region
into a new arnis race and curb
the chances of peace

‘Israel’'s adherence 1o its
nuclear weapons poses a direct
threat to the security. stability
and exisience ol the Arabs,
riins chances for the estab-
lishiment ol a lair and lasting
peace and apens the door wide
lo a new nuclear armament
race in the region. the paper
said.

All pretexis that Israél uses
10 justify its retusal to join the
Nuclear Non Proliferation
Treaty have collapsed bui
Israel s positien has remained
unchanged.” 1he paper added

SARAJEV() Feb
Bousnlan governiment threat
rived on Tuesday lo ignore a
tour month truce uniess Serbs
halt attacks in the northwest
and allow humannanan aid to
reach the region s hungry, re
poris AP

15 The

The warming. in 4 statement

Issued Tuesday by the Bosnian

Embassy in Zagreb. Croatia

was delivered Monday by
Bosnian Foreign Minister Irfan
Ljubljankic o chief UN eavoy
Yasushi Akaslu

ljubijankic said conditic s
in the northwesiern Bihad
pocket had to improve within
ihe next 24 hours or the
Bosnian government would
consider the truce mvalid

in a lewer o Akashi and 1w
UN commanders Bosnian
President Altja lzetbegovie

made a similar thureat hut cited
no leadline

Fighting died down oni 1wo
of three [roents i the north
WES| Bihac region LN
spokesman (ol (arv ("bward
safd i1 was qguiet around the
wwn of Bihac

But 200 explusion= were
recorded Tuesday south and
sputheast of Velika Kladusa,
Coward said .

The Basnian 5Ser news
agency SRNA quuled Bosnian
Serh aruy commander Gen
Ratko Mladic ad protesting iy a
letier to UN commander Lt
Gen. Rupert Samith a govern:-
ment pffenskve in which five
villages south and southwest of
Bihac were captured

Mladk clalmed government
forces were brutally destroy

ing Serb settlemenits. plunder

g arnd burning houses aiul
expelling civilians.

‘roatia s news agency HINA
also quoted a Bosnian Croal
commander as saying hjs
troops and the governmesn
army had jointly retaken six

-\:‘Hﬂﬂts.
Paul Risley, a UN
spokesman In Zagreb. quoted

lzetbegovic s letler as saving
Lliat unless Serb attacks on
Bihac cease inunediately, "we
will have no other choice but
e wctivate other fronts” Lo
draw Serb soldiers away and
relieve pressure on Bihac
Meanwhile. Bosnian Serb
leader Radovan Karadzic sad
the existing four month truce
would be the last the Serbs ac
cepted belore flinal victory™ H
the Inlternational communidy
does ol negotiale a solution

Bosnian govt threatens to ignore truce

SRNA yuoled Karadzic as
telling mweinbers ol his Serbian

Denwxcratie Party in Banja Luka ’

that in case of a new govern-
ment ollensive, Lthe Serb army
will respond with counter-of
lensives against all "vital parts
of their territory

Except for the Bihac
pocket, the cessation of hostil-
ilties agreement signed by Lhe
government and Bosntan Serbs
has kept most of .Bosnia quiet
since coming Iinto elfect

January 1.

Serbs frem Croatia and anti
government Muslims, both al
lied with Bosnta's rebel Serbs,
are fNghting the Bosnian gov-
ernment in the region and
have repeatedly blocked aid
shipments froin the north and
wesl

who held talks:

Spﬂrts Illustrﬂteda 199.'5 swimsuit edlt.lun cover girl
Daniela Pestova adorns the cover of the magazine in this
photograph released by Time Inc. The Sports Illustrated
issue is expef.ted to reach estimated 50,000,000 readers.

— AFP photo

. 3 .
A jealous wmd? |
NEW YORK: A couple who planned to nnirry on Valentine's
Day in the Empire State Building saw. their ' certifi-

said the officials
.who cannot be identified un-

ediei hilehien:,

cate but not-their love — fly out the 80th-floor vdnd-:w-u!'thf .

famous skyscraper. reports AP.

Rose Marie Higby and Alan J Ross, of Langhorne, Pmlmyl
vania. were among 34 couples signed up for Vah:nt;lnl:a Day
weddings in the famous 102-story building.

"They had been dating

for 17 years, and they finally made

the move.” said Dan Sieger. a spokesman for the 34th Street

Partnership a
‘marriage marathomn.”

Just as Higby and Ross were about to tie the knot, a

reerchants’ gmup that sponsored the

gust of

wind blew their marriage certificate éut the window, which
wgs open orly a few inches (centimeters).

“They
WOrey,

were mortified at first,” Si
We hiappened to have a Xerox'(photocopy) of it down-
stairs aned we were able to salvage the whole thing."

eger said. But not to

Kissing for charity _
LONDON: More than 100 couples indulged in a five mimefte
long kiss on Valentine's Day to try to raise money for ¢charity

and set a world record for the longest

kiss, reports Reuter.

"I think we've made the heart of Londenr a lot' warmer to-
day.” Russell Millard one of‘the kiss-a-thon organisers said.

Milard said bk hoped the kissing event

would alSo go

down in the record books: for having the largest number of
participails couples ranged from those engaged for one j’tar
to others who had met minutes before.

We kigs for five minutes almosi all the time, Eaﬂfl phie lﬂn
don couplgiand this time it's for charity.
. Amiorous couples all over Britain were encouraged through
radio shows fo phone a special toll number every time they
kissed to raise money for the great ﬂmmnd street children's '

hospital.

At 12 pence (15 cents) a call, am:'l with. an ﬂﬂmntﬂd 500

red hot passionate couplés out, there, we
lot of money, hospital spokeswoman Sa

to raise quite a
Hopkins said.

The. Guinness Book of world records, one of the
ol 1he event. has no kiss d-thorn record but it may include -
the event in its next edition, Millard said.

Riyadh-Sanaa talks: No
breakthrough yet

DU BAT., United Arab
Emirates, Feb 15: Talks be-
tween Yemen and Saudi Arabia
in ﬁwmlh almed at settling
their border dispute entered a
crucial phase today after Sanaa

'warned they could be sus-

pended if no breakthrough was
achieved soon, reports AFP

Alter 24 .days of negotia-
tions the gap between the two
sides remained deep.

Yeqmeni  (Chiefl "‘it‘LDlidtﬂl’
Shieikh Abdallah al-Alhmar said
"points of disagreement be
tween Rivadh and Sanaa are
nunerous and large.”

II the two sides de not
reach agreement on unre
solved issues at the end of the
next two days. they will decide
to resume talks after the end
of the holy month of Ramadan.
said Sheikh al-Ahmar. who is
also Yemeni Parliament
Speaker

{Mticially the Saudis have

only sigualled their intention

{ fo try to settle the issue of the

iy

border between northern
Yemen and the provinces of -
Najran, Jizan and Assir, as-
signed to Saudi Arabia by the
1934 Taif Accord.

Sanaa says the treaty ex-
pired in 1992 and has refused
to renew il. but is using it as a
basis for Lhe negotiations.

Sunaa also wanti= a complete
normalisation of Les with
Rivadh. although i1 accuses
Saudi Arabia of harbouring ex-
iled southern Yemeni leaders
ousted in the May-July 1994
civil war.

One Yemeni official con-
tacted by telephone from Dubai
said the Tail agreement was "a
lreaty. mere comprehensive
than an accord, which includes
econoimc and security cooper-
ation. notably a ban on any
hostile action against each

other
» The border dispute be-

tween the twe Arab peninsula
neighbours has flared up into
armed clashes.

I&de@ﬁnians1u)awbep£

JERY SALED Feb e
Palestine 'i.sl-m 1 1"Fr|.._.-|tl|.*:...1
thonr hoping 1o break al long
e in Middle East peace
talks, said on Tuesday i1 could
possibly acced an Israelh han
dover of West Bank towns in
stages rather than all at once,
reports Heuter

Fop Palestintan olficials re
iterated the ofler  subject o
vertain gualificatdons, ahead of
A vrncial sumunit on Thursday

betweenn PLOY leader Yasser
Aralat and Israell Prine Minis
1er Yitzling Habin at the horder
between israel andd the Nales

tUntan ruled Gaza Sirip,

They sald Palestinians
would accept a West Bank
handover In stages. starting
wiltli the towns of Jenin and
su long as it was

‘“ﬂBkuumdovertnjﬁages

Accompatued by an acceptable
overall timetable.

PLO officials said Israel so
lur had said it was ready to ex-
pertment. redeploving away
from Jenin and Bethlehem. but
without agreeing to an overall
timetable

Israel turned over most of
the Gaza Strip and.the West
Baunk town ol Jericho to Pales-
tinians in May. Under their
peace deal. it was due to with
driaw troops from other Arab
Wesi Bank towns last July to
prepare the way for Palestinian
elections.

But Israel is reluctant to go
forward as long as Islamic mili-
tants opposed (o the deal are
killing scores ol Israelis. |l says
Arafat must do more W crack
Jdown pnomilitant groups,



