WE HAVE HUGE READY STOCK OF
ITALIAN CARRARA, PERLATO SICILIA
BOTTICINO, INDIAN KESSWAR!I GREEN,
MALAYSIAN AND PAKISTANI MARBLE ¥
OF DIFFERENT TYPES. -

NIRMAN INTEFINATIONALLTD
199, TEJGAON 1/A, DHAKA.

TEL 605957, 607363 SHOW ROOM : 861985

%landard ﬁChaﬂered _

A R .:-_g__.
B ol

@The Baily Star

FALGUN 4, 1401 BS,

- o ." :‘g:b]'g.'\.

VOL. V NO. 33 REGD NO. DA 781

I e e

DHAKA THURSDAY, FEBRUARY \Y 16,

1995

RAMADAN 15,1415 HIJRI

B e

= Inside Today

Article

Political Impasse:
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Russia, Chechnya begin
second round of talks
on ceasefire

India accuses US of
| meddling in Kashmir
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NEWS BRIEFS

Speaker off to
Manila

Spraker Shaikh Razzak. Al
left Dhaka yesterday for Manila
to attend Lhe Asia Pacific Lead-
ers Conference on climate
changes to be heid there from
February 17 1o 19 He is ex
pected (o reiurn home on
February 20. reports BSS

[ ] [ ] L L]

NZ minister in city

The State Mimister and As
sociate Minuster of Foreign Al
fairs and Trade of New
Zealand. Sir Robin Gray. MPs
arrived in Dhaka Friday leading
a five-member delegation on a
lwo-day visil o Bangladesh
The Ministry of Fareign Aflairs
officials said the New Zealand
Minister will meet the Foreign
Minister and Lthe Minister lo:
Commerce and Information
reports BSS

Ban on Dance
Dance'
Governmnent has temporar
ily cancelled the censorship
certilicate of "'Dance Dance.
an imported film. on the
grounds that it was displayed
with naked scenes. The film

was being screened at Parbat
Cinema hall. reports UNB

Train service
restored

Train communications in
Dhaka-Chittagong and Dhaka
‘S}Flhfl lines via Ghorashal, dis-
rupted in labour unrest. were
restored at 6 pm yesterday
Train services through Gho
rashal remained suspended
since February 13 when agi
tated workers uprooted rail
tracks and damaged Ghorashal
station during their blockade
programme, reports UNB
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Finance Minister M Saifur
Rahman is likely to announce
the floating of the eountry's
second stock exchange in
Chittagong today, official sour-
ces said.

The bourse, having a paid
up capital of Tk 10 crore, is
expected to start operation in
May this vyear.

The 12-member governing
body ol the proposed Chitta-
gong Stock Exchange [CSE) is
now framing the guidelines for
operation of the bourse, the
sources said. adding the stock
exchange would have some 75
members for dealing with the
share traders.

Chairman of the new stock
exchange Amir Khasru Mah-
mud said members of the
bourse would be selected from

Star Report

among the local businessmen
atdd professionals involved in
this field .since long or have
geod knowledge of equity
trading. 3

"We will also encourage
vounger people having a lot of
study on securities market to
get involved in the new stock
exchange,” the CSE Chairman
said. Any active inember of the
Dhaka Stock Exchange [DSE],
if interested., can also be a
member of the Chittagﬂng
bourse, he added.

Amir Khasru who is also a
member of Parliament from
the ruling BNP, said, "We are
trying to introduce the central
depository system (CDS) from
the beginning of the bourse
and would go for screen-based
trading after some time."

4

. Create

Ctg stock exchange may
be floated today

He al%c said the new secu-
rities would be listed with the
CSE simultaneously with the
Dhaka bourse and no compa-
nies would be listed separately
with the Chittagong share
market.

. Asked about the logic of.

" more than one stock exchange

with the same securities under
the s¢reen-based trading sys-,
tem, he said the CSE would
more demang for
shares and would create a bilg-

- ger market.

"People outside Dhaka are
less aware of share trading and
a lot of funds are remaining
idle. We would create aware-
ness among them and tap the
idle funds for c"i‘f'atinr.z a bigger
market of shares,” he added.

See Page 12 Ceol 1

The United States would
like to take the issue of child
labour to the newly set-up
World Trade  Organisation
(WTO). said a visiting top US
Labour Department official
vesterday.

"On the basis of multilateral

PM seeks

businessmen's
help for
industrialisation

Primme  Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia vesterday soughi
cooperation from the business
community in implementing
the governmernt programimes
for rapid indusirialisation, re
peris UNB.

Begum Zia was talking to a
delegation of the Dhaka Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industry
(DCCH) that called on her at
her ollice in the afternoon.
DCCI President R Maksud
Khan led the delegation.

The Prime Minister said
her govwrnment has under-
Ltaken a massive econonic and

See Page 12 Col 3

- been expressed even hy

‘Bangladesh”

US may raise issue of
child labour at WTO

By Staff Currespendent

consensus we would like to
have a discussion on the jssue
‘of child labour at the WTO."
said Andrew Samet, Deputy
Assoclate Under-Secretary of
the US Department of Labour.
“It's not only a concern of
the US povernment, the con-
cern about child labour has
the
Bangladesh government, which
signed the Delhi Declaration
on Lhe elimination of child
labour.” he pointed out.
Samel was addressing a
press briefing on "Change of
time for child labour in
at the USIS audi-
Along witli Sonia
Rosen. Child Labour Study
Director. he ended a iwo day
visitto Bangladesh yesterday.

. Samet also informed news-
men that a draft memorandum
ol understanding (MOU) is
currently being prepared by
the Bangladesh Garments
Manufacturers and Exporters’
Association (BGMEA) to elimi-
nate the use of child labour in
the garment factories by July
1. 1997, a

Outlining a programme for
the phased elimination of child
See Mage 12 Col 4

torium.

Osmany's death

anniversary
today

By Staff Correspondent

The 11th anniversary of the
death of the commander-in-
chief of the Liberation War
Bangabir General MAG D"smd—
1y, is being observed today,

President  Abdur Rnhnmn
Biswas and Prime Minister
Begum Khableda Zia in separate
messages paid tribute to
General MAG Osmany, saying
Osmany was a glaring testi-
mony of dutifulness and pa-
triotism. Osmany, they said.
worked for the people and
never compromised with the
interest of the nation.

Different political parties
and socio-cultural organisa-

See Page 12 Col 8

Richardson from the movie "Nell.”

J.Luesb Jodie }'-::-sl,er 1{“1 as NelI in a scene w1th actcur Liam Nee:sum (R) and Miranda
Foster 'was nominated Tuesday for an Academy ﬁward for

best performance by an actress for her title role in the movie. Richardson was also nominated

Speaker violated the law,
ngh Court told

Su preme Court Correspondent
by the Speaker.

Advocale Islam also termed
the Speaker's distussion about

The counsel for the peti-
tioner in the second awrit relat-
ing Lo the. en masse resigna-
Lion of opposition MPs submit-
ted before the Hjgh Court yes-
terday that the Speaker had
violated both the Constitution
and the Rules of Procedure
[ROP} while handling the
matler.

The hearing on the writ
filed by Advoeate, Alauddin
Khalid challenging the Spea-
ker's withholding of the resig-
nation leiters of 147 opposi-
tion members of Parliament.
resuimed vesterday afternoon
beiore a three-man special
hnch with Advocate ABM
Nurul Islam conliouirdg his
submission on behall of the
petitioner.

Replving to the dffidavit
filed earlier on behalf of the
Speaker. Shaikh Razzak Ali.
Advocate [slam said that it was
submitted on the Speaker's
ehall by the Parllameni secre-
tary. He argued that the affi-

Lavit was not. proper because

the secretarv did not annex
either the authorisation letter
of any power ol atlornev signed

‘the resigiiation

fur best performance for an actress for her role in "Tom & Viv."

letters with
the Chiel Whip and Attorney
General as ‘illegal', saying,

Promotion of judges

Govt has violated
Constitution,
counsel tells court
By Staff Correspondent

The government has vio-
lated the Constitution by pro-
moting three junior district
judges 1o the post of joint sec-

‘retaries in the Ministry of Law

without consultation with the
Supreme <{ourt, argued the
counsel lor the petitioner in
the hearing of a writ challeng-
ing the government order in
the High Court vesterday.

Filed by Md Afltabuddin,
Divisional Special Judge of
Chittagong. the writ also chal-
lenges the promotions for su-
perseding the senior district

See Page 12 Col 8

— AFP photo

'"The Constilution does not

permit the Speaker to play
such a role.”

Bringing charges of viola-
tion of different articles of the
Constitution as well as the
rules of procedure, Advocate
[slam said that after a resigna-
tion of membership from Par-
liament, there was no scope
for reconciliation, compro-
mise, reconsideration or with-
drawal of the resignation let-
ters and as such any time con-
suming over the matter was
motivated.

Quoting press reports and
the Speaker's various pub-
lished interviews, the counsel
said that the Speaker had
given a ruling' from his resi-

- dence and hospital bed in vio-

lation of the ROP. He has no
such authority. the counsel ar-
gued.

Advocate [slam pointed out
that the Speaker also violated
the law by keeping the resig-
nation letters ‘in his custody'
since., according to Jaw, all
documents should be with the
parliament secretary.

See Page 12 Ceol 7
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Yet unother target of policemen s wrath at Topkhana Road in the city during a half-day hartal
ca.led by the |eft Democratic Front.

— Star photo

The four-day sirike and the
road-rail barrncade programme
of the jute and textile workers

ended vesterday There was
no report of violence
During the 4 -da¥ pro

gramme 2! least two workers
were killed in clashes between
the workers and the police

ROK to start
'work permit’
system from 96

SEOUL. Feb 15. South Ko
rea has decwded to open its job
‘market partially to unskilled
foreign workers. the Labour
Ministry announced here yes-
lerday, reports Xinhua

The ministry said South
Korea will introduce a work
permit sysilem next year
which will enable a designated
number of unskilled foreign
wourkers to be employved in
South Korea. receiving legal

| protection on an

equal basis
with Korean nationals

See Page 12 Col 4

J ute, textile workers'
agitation ends

By Staff Cerrespondent

BOR personnel in the city and
at Ghorashal in Narsingdt dis
trict. Several hundred pickets
and policemen were also in-
jured

Four trade unions and jed
erations called the country
wide programme 10 press
their demands. including in
creased wages and other fi
nancial benefits for the private
jute-textile varn mills workers
as enjoyed by those 1n the na
tionalised mills

The jute textile sector
workers observed a similar 72
hour programme late last
month to realise their de
Manas

The last dav ‘r'!"‘.llirdd‘-' of
the 96-hour strike coincided
with a six-hour hartal in the
capital The hartal was called
by the Left Democratic Front
to protest the killing of two

workers
Half day hartals were also
observed vesterdav n the

Khulna and Jessore invustrial
areas at rfwe oM ol The wocal

See Page 12 Col 7

Welcome spring
shower in city
By Staff Correspondent

A hittle tab on the free
flight ol the city's menacing
mosguitnes and a pleasant

breeze without the dust and
chull of a waning winter ,were
the most immediate realisation
ol the city dwellers as a short
burs! of shower celebrated the
advermn of spring yestérday

With a majority of the peo
ple sull in the act ol taking
care of then siarving stom
achs at the cod ol a day-long
Ramadan fast. the grey welkin
on the north western horizon
laden with ramin clouds just
gave way from 610 pm for a
welcome |5 minute spell of
celestial pouring

The Met Office said that
the wind speed of the
Nor wester was around 44
kilometre per hour

The weathermen also
recorded 2 5 mm rainfall in
Dinajpur and 1 mmn 1n My

mensingh yesterday

Rain or thundershower ac
companied by temporary gusty
wind at one or 'wo places over
Dhaka and Rajshahi divisions

and the regions of (omitlia
Svifer Khulne and Barisal 1s
forecast tih & pin tocdday

Half-day hartal :
10 hurt, 2 held

By Staff Correspondent

A six-hour hartal to protest
lhe killing of jule and textile
workers werll largely un-
heeded in the city yesterday.

During the hartal called Ly
lthe Left Democratic Froni
(LDF) in the capital [rom 6 ain
lo 12 noon, clashes with police
al Topkhana Road left at least
ten pariy workers and leaders
injured at Around 10:15 in the
morning.

The clashes ook place
when left party workers tried
to prevent a traltic police from

forcibly letting a rickshaw
through a barricade at
Topkhana Road. Riot police

deployed in the area immedi
ately started baton ¢harge ap
parently withoul any provoca-
lion. witnesses said. Police
lobbed al least eight rounds of
tear gas shells. of which some
were aimed at the LDF yffice,

they added
See Page 12 (ol 3

Phoolan Devi

converts to
Buddhism

NEW DELHI. Feb 15 India's
bhandit gueen Phoolan Devi. at
lhe centre ol a controversy
pver a movie an her life, con
verted to Buddhismn teday, the
L'nited News of Indta (UNI]
sald. reporis Reuter

The low caste Hindu, who
was charged with massacring
22 high caste Hindus In 198],
embrared her new religion in
the central Indian city of
Nagpur with her high caste
husband Umed Singh the
NiEews Agency said

'Wrong policy destroying
jute spinning sector

By Staff Correspondent

The expori-oriented jute
spinning sector is seeking re-
dress lrom. what it called, the
government policy-induced
dlistortions which is forcing it
to lose its competitive edge
hoth domestically and interna-
tionally.

‘Despite tremendous grow-
th potential in the global
market. the jule spinning sec-
tor in Bangladesh is going to
collapse due to the policy in-
duced distortion created by
the pgovernment under the
World Bank funded jute sector
adjustment credit (JSAC)”
cautioned Shabbir Yusul. Chair-
man of the Bangladesh Jute
Spiuners Assocfation [(BJSA)
vesterday. Emploving - some
25 000 people and with an
annual export earning of 65
millinn U6 dollars, the 34 jute
spinning millls are facing un-

evenn compglilion from the
colmposite jute mills, which
are enjoying bank financing at
a subsidfised rate under the
JSAC programme,

In addition. Yusuf pointegl
ouwt, the spinning mills are also
finding it difficult to compete
with Indian mills in the inter-

national market bhecause of a .

more effective exchange rate
management by Delhi and a 10
per cent export performance
incentive provided to the In-
dian mills.

The BJSA has already made -

representdations to the gov-
ernmeni seeking resolutions of
the problems afflicting the
spinning sector. which grew at
an average of 20 per cent over
the past several years and now
controls some 57 per cent of
the global market. A meeting

See Page 12 Col 4

Body formed to study
nurses' demands

By Statt Correspondent

The governnwn has constl
tuted a high level
with Lhe principal of the Dhaka
Medical College as its head Lo
prepare an evaluation report
on the Centre for Management
Excellence and Quality Assu
rance [CMEQA] programme

The committee was set up
Al an emergency meeting held
Tuesday night with Health and
Family Welfare Minister
Chowdhury Kamal Tbne Yusuf
in the chair

The committee was formed
Aagainst the backdrop of the
strike by nurses and class four
empiloyees in government hos
pitals. They went on strike ap»
prehending that the govern
mernl llt'lﬂh? either give auton
MMy o privatise the state-run
hespitals by imiplementing
CMEQA prograimime in phases

Talking to this correspon
dent last night. the Health
Minister said the comniittee,

which comprises health offi-
cials and representatives ol the
Nnirses employvees  will
subanint wilhin a
month

and

| . 'J"i'li-rl

committee

The comimittee will have
lalks with the representatives
of nurses and class four em-
ployees befare submilting the
report to the Health Minister

Nurses and class four em-
ployees al government hospi-

See Page 12 Col 6

Bombs hurled near

Badruddoza’ S

clinic
By Staff Correspondent

Some unidentified persons
hurled two hand bombs near
the clinic ol Prof Badruddoza
Chowdhury at Outer Circular
Road, Maghbazar in the city
yestierday afternoon.

Staff of the KC Memorial
Clinie "owned by Prof Bad
ruddoza. who s also the

Deputy Leader of Parliament,
told  The Daily Star yestercday
over telephone that the inci
dent ook place at around 4
pIn

Ramna (hana when
tacied said they had not been
informed of the incidemt

alelal

Oscar: Fon;est
Gump piles up
13 nominations

LOS ANGELES, Feb 15: The
feel-good box-office hit "Forr-
est Gump” dominated the
academy award nominations on

- Tuesday as it was honoured in

13 categories in one of the
best showings in Oscar history,
reports Reulter, _

"Forrest Gump.” the whim-'
sical tale of a simpleton and

. his inadvertent brushes with

fame, was nominated fur best
picture, best actor (Tom

- Handks), best director (Robert

Zemeckis) and best supporting |
actor (Gary Sinise).

It was the first time a film.
has piled up 13 nominations
since the 1966 classic drama
"Who's Afraid of Virginia
Woolf?” The record is 14 Oscar
nnminatjmns earried by "All
About Eve” in 1950. ¥ L

Also in the running for best
film are the ultra-violent satire
"Pulp Fiction," Robert Red-

See Page 12 Col 5

8 feared ln]led
" in accident

COMILLA. Feb 15: Eight
people were feared killed amd
40 injured when a bus tumbled
into a canal breaking the rail-
ing of a road-bridge at Kanara
in Gouripur thana today , re-
ports UNB. . |

Kotwali police, however, .
confirmed three spot deaths
and 34 seriously injured in the
accident. All the injured were
admitted to Gouripur Health
Complex. '

Unofficial sourges said five
of the fatally injured suc-
cumbed to their injuries on
way Lo the Health Complex.

The driver and the helper
of the ill- fated bus, which was
bound for‘Dhaka’ from Com-

panyganj in the district, were
among the dead.

2 arms factories
unearthed in
city: One held

By Staff Correspondent

FPolice unearthed two illegal
arms manufacturing factor
and arrested one person i
this connection at Lalbagh in
the city Tuesday night.

Lalbagh police in another
raid also recovered five re-
volvers, hand bombs and huge
materials for manufacturing
firearms.

The arrested person was
identified as Rezaul Khan alias
Selim.

Police first raided a house
at Kazi Reazuddin Road, found
the illegal factory and arrested
Selim. As disclosed h},r Selim
police rushed to a house at
Haji Rahim Baksh Lane and re-

.covered huge arms manufac-

turing materials from there,
police sources said.
During the raids,
seized revolver butts, magazi-
nes. springs. drill machines,
firing pins. barrels. chemicals
and a catalogue -American

See Page 12 Col 3-

Mid-term BGMEA
polls today
By Staff Correspondent

Elections for one-third of
the 27-member Bangladesh
Garments Manufaciurers and
Exporters Assoclalion's
IBGMEA] executive commit-
tee posis will be held today at
its Kawran Bazar headgquarters
in the city. ‘

Under the newly-promul-
gated Trade Organisation Dr-
dinance. '94. all trade bodies
having a ftull-fledged sxecutive
committees for two or three-
year terms. have (o organise
mid-term elections for one
third of the posts, to be va
cated through resignation of
the mpembers. The resigna-
tions, under the law, has to be
decided through lottery.

Two panels are vying for the
nine EC posts. One is led by

See Page 12 Col 1
Mail applications
for DV-96 lottery

by Feb 22

By Staff Correspondent

The PFPress Information
Departinent in a handout has
requested all concerned to
mail their DV-96 lottery appli-
cations within February 22 to
meel the deadline set by the
LS immigration authority,

A PID Handout yesterday
said that the application tor
DV -96 visa should reach the
1JS immigration authority
within March | next Appli-
cations reaching the US
immigration authority after
March 1 will be considered
disqguahiied

police



