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Delving deep in scandal

r : l HARARE, Feb 14
' (k1stan cricket

\ idnager and o
| wch Intikhab Alam

RS _jl siiidd on Tuesday

his players. cui'r-
ently wuring Zimbabwe, were
asked Lo swear on the Koran
befure leaving Pakistan in
Noavember that they were not
involved in betting. reports
Reuter

“This is a facl,” he said. "But
there was so much going on
[rom all corners that, yes, Lhis
was done. Lhere's no doubl
about it

The players had agreed bui
Intikhab denied that the facl
the players had been asked
was a source of worry.

H's not worrying us at all’
he said. "We just wanted Lo
make sure because there are
s0 many ugly rumours. You
don’'t want to create any other
problemns. Once you have done
that how can vou suspect peo-
ple?

Intikhab was speaking in

he wake ol allegations in a

-

London newspaper, casting
suspicions over the heavy de-
feats of Pakistan in both the
one-ofl Test against South
Alrica in Johannesburg last
month and the [first Test
against Zimbabwe 10 days ago.

The odds against Zimbabwe
had been 40-1 and the Daily
Mail "understood that book-
makers in anhay wer€ refus-
ing to payoul.”

However, sources in India
said on Tuesday that it was not
‘unknown lor bookmakers in
Bombay to refuse Lo pay on any
bet where Lhey faced a big lia-
bi]it}r. Instead,
simply returned.”

Intikhab. hitting out at the
latest claims, said: "This is un-
believable. 1 think people hav:
gone mad.

‘Lvery morning you get up
and you see something silly
writlen, what can vou sav?’
There is no wruth in it. It is
lerrible, these are very serious
charges against the Pakistan
Leam.

| know that we lost the
first maich against Zimbabwe

bul we plawed badly in that
I F)
R 14; ooy ’I"‘e“ kF&?lF:{‘:r”; andl

less than three days. "

There is no truth in it. |
will keep on saying these are

stakes were”

15, 1995

all lalse allegations unless they
coie oul with concrete evi

dence and the proof that play

ers are involved

Onldy then can one believe
it but how can you believe [alse
statements?

Intikhab also dismissed re-
ports that former captain
Mushtag Mohammed, who has
admitied joking with Aus-
tralian captain Allan Border in
1993 aboul Lhe possibility of
throwing a game in England,
but categorically denied ofler-
ing a bribe, was invaelved 1 o
betting ring.

“I have known Mushy
(Mushiag) for a very. very long
time — we were great buddies
— and | don't think that he is
the ‘Kind of person who would
come out with something like
that and | agree that it ‘must

INTIKHAB ALAA

have been (said) jokingly,” he
said.

Intikhab also agreed with
another former Pakistan cap-
tain Asif Igbal who said on ABC

radio that people in Pakistan
lelt that Australia and England
were jealous of their cricket
leam.

‘I think probably he's
right,” said Intikhab. "Every
ume you see things going on in
other countries nobody says a
word, _

'So many false allegations
have gone against Pakistan and
the only people who were ac-
tually involved way back in the
19808 were Ausitralians.

“Three of them were caught
and the board penalised them
very heavily, Tht:r: is no other

sucrli eviderrce that (Pakistan)
pkivers have been involved,

| can say many things about
other countries but what are
we Lrying to prove? It is a very
sad story and | think somebody
has got to put thejr foot down
and stop all this norisense.”

intikhab said (he allegations
had not upset Pakistan prepa-
rations for the third - Test
which begins in Hararr orn
Wednesday.

It will only affeet l]lf‘ﬂ] if
"they are involved.” he said.
"But t}my’ are not Lhe gfumy

party.”
BURKI VEXED

Javed Burki, - committee
« hairman of the Board of Con-
irol for Cricket in Pakistan,
also dismissed the latest sug-
vestions.

'l arh quite confident that
nobody in the Pakistan team
look money to deliberately
‘perform badly I can't see that
happening,” he said.

“This sort of news item is
certainly very worrying. You
have only heard it now but we
heard of this sort of thing a
month ago in the Pakistani
press. Any time a Pakistan
leam loses these are the alte-
gauﬂns

"We asked the newspaper
rrpurlers to givc us names but
nanies never’ eome out. We
want names. "I'll be talking 1o
the boys (Pakistan team) but |
don’t expect names."

Burki promised immediate
action in the event of any im-
propriety, but added: "I don't
IHink it is possible for crick-
elers to throw a match — and
hesides. there is no one in
this team who is certain of a
place in the World Cup.

‘They are all struggling, so’

how can they go out there and
not (try to) play well?”

Mushtaq, he said, had

: played most of his cricket in
England at Northampton and

after he retired he had settled
in England.

"He lives there, he works
there and his children are
born and bred lhé:je. We never
see him, he's .not Pakisfan
cricket.”

Burki said he would be dis-
cussing the current rash of al-
legations with Internatjonal
Cricket Council chief executive
David Richards in London next
Mnnday

field.

Mushtaq Mohammad offers a new dlmensmn

SYIINEY. Feb 14:
Former Pakistani
captain Mushiag
Mohammad. co-

=4 humenting on cla-
ims ol bribe-ltaking in inter-
mitienal cricket. said today he
jokingly asked Australian
counterpart Allan Border what
he would do il he were offered
200,000 sterling (750.000
dollars) 10 lose a Tesi maich,

reporls Reulter.

Mushtaq said he ap-
proached Border during the
fifth Test against England at
Birmingham's Edgbaston in
1993 and "vaguely mentioned”
the sum of money. |

In an interview in London
with Sydney's Telegraph Mir-
ror newspaper. Mushtaq cate-
gorically denled the conversa-
tien amounted to a bribe.

“That doesn't mean | was
offering it (the money) to him,
althouwgh | know these things
are going on.” Mushtaq was
quoted as saving

Mursly qu séid lus conversa-
tion wWilh L3errden Wl »

prompted by I‘.IIEldeﬁ pligh
at Edghaston,

With one day remaining
Australian (aced a victory tar-
get of 120 with eight wickets
retnaining o Lake a 4-0 lead in
the six-Test series.

The situation was strikingly
similar w the 1981 Tesi
match between the two coun
lries al Headingley in Leeds
when England recorded a
dramatic victory by bowling
Australia out for 111

| said o Allan. You re-
memiber Headingley? If the of-
ler was made 10 you to lose
this mateh for 500.000

ICC gets into
the act

LONDON, Feb 14: The
International Cricket Council
(ICC) has launched a full inves-
tigation inteo the allegations
made by former Australian
captain Allan Berder that he
was offered money to lose 3
Test match in England. re.
ports AFP.

The announcement comes
after lormer Pakistan captain
Mushtaqg Mohammed admitted
here that he had a light-
hearted conversation with
Border in the Edgbaston
dressing room during the
1993 Test

The sport's governing bedy
have demanded further infor-
mation from the Australian
Cricket Board over Border's
claims " that he was offered a
‘bribe 1o allow England to win
the fifth Ashes Test at
Edgbasion in 1993,

MCC chief executive David
Richards sald: “We regard the

allegations of bribery very gperi-
ously”

pounds, what would happen?'”
Miuishilaq was quoted as saying.

"Allan said o me that he
would never muck about with a
cricket malch, and | said that
is exactly I'Pw | lelt when | was
playing.

“It was just a chat...
a joke all along. with that
Headingley Tesl in mind. That
doesn't mean | approached Al-
lan Border and said |1 have gol
an ofler for you from Pakistan.”
Mushtaq added

Border has confirmed he
was approached during the
Test match. but refused to
identify the individual involved
or give details. He refused te
comment on the issues today.

The exchange surfaced in
the Australian media on Mon
day when an unnamed former
leammate of Border's spoke
out about the incident.

« The bribery allegations have
soured relations between Aus
tralia and Pakisian

lhis was

1t all started with a joke?!

oriner Pakistani captain
A.-:n lgbal today described Bor-
der and Australian Cricket
Board chief executive Graham
Halbishh of being "dishonest
with the cricketing people of
the world.”

"People in Pakistan fee]l that
Australian and English authori-
ties and players are jealous of
the Pakistan team. Igbal told
Australia's ABC radic

Border. who js playing for
Queensland after his retire-
ment from international
cricket last May, told re-
porters he did not wish to
comment further.

The Australian Cricket
Board also refused Lo comment
toclay

The Sydney Morning Herald
newspaper has reported that
Australlan spin bowlers Shane
Warne and Tim May were each
offered 50.000 US dollars to
play poorly during the Tesl
seric~ 1 Pakistan Ianst yvear

=
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Brusalan succer legend Pele shows off his skills in front
British Sports Minister lain Sproat 1n Trafalgar Square,
London on Feb 13. Pele, who is on a European tour met with

| the minister to disc:. = international cooperation in sport
— AFP photo
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Reprieve of sorts
- for Tyson

NEW YORK. Feb 14. Prison
officials have given a reprieve
ol sorts to former world
heavyweight boxing champion
Mike Tysen and moved his re-
lease date up to his original
March 25 date, a
spokeswoman told The Indi:
anapolis Star on Monday, re-
poris Reuter:

Tyson's release date on a
six-year rape conviction had
been moved® back to May 9
alter he was disciplined in May
1992 for threatening a guard
and disorderly conduct at the
Indiana Youth Centre in Plain-

But Indiana Department of
Corrections " Commissioner
Christian Debruyn decided re-
cently to lift the added penalty
time after discussing Tyson's

- case with staff who,supervisc

adult discipline in the prison
system, department
spokeswoman Pam Pattison
told the Star on Monday.
Pattison said the commis-
sioner was convinced Tyson's

{ misconduct likely was due only

to a prison adjustment prob-

in his term. Since then Tyson
has been a model prisoner. ac-,
cording to the department.

The 28-year-old Tyson, who
withdrew his request for an

rape conviction late last sum-
mer, could get out even earlier
than March 25 if a motion be-

Judge Palricia Gilford fs
granted. The defence has
asked Judge Gifford to recon-
sider the sentence.

If Tyson is let out earlier,
he. would be released under
house arrest which means he
would wear an eleclronic de-
vice that monitors his where-
abouts. ’

Sampras still
worried

MEMPHIS, Tennessee, Feb
14: World number one Pete
Sampras warmed up for his
return, to singles compelition
with a. doubles match

with his coach Tim Gullikson,
who is being treated for a brain
tumour. reports Reuler,

‘I've been speaking to Tim
just about every day.” Sampras
=ititl through an official at (he
S0 000 dollars Kroger /St
Jude imterfiational tqurnament.
[lev's in good spirits. We've all
been thinking about him. |
would like (o thank all the
players lor their spppRogt, |

Cadlliksén o is resting at
his home in suburban Chicago
is being lreated Tor o |
bt e n :
"This type ol tuiwenr e

sponds very well 1o 1real

ment,” James Ausman. head ot
neurosurgery al the University
of lllinois at Chicago Medical
Centre. said in a statement on
Moniclay

Tim is al home is doing
well and is expected to retunt
to coaching tennis in the near
future,

The top-seeded Sampras,
who had laken the past two
weeks off after reaching the [i-
nal of the Australian Open, and
second seed Michael Chang
will see their [irst singles ac

tion Wednesday.

Sampras, who tgamed with
Paul Annacone to deleat lellow
Americans Rick -Leach and
Scott Melville 6-3, 7-5, "de
clined to®appear for a press
conlerence after his doubles
maitch.

wilicll

Sampras  lost o Andre
Agassi in Lhe final of the
wistralian Open, an emotional
lournament in which the nor-
mally undemonstrative world
Jumber one wept openly on
Lhe court in a semifinal atﬁﬂlusl
-Jim Courier after Guilikson be-
caine il and had to return to
Lthe United States. -

The 43-year-old Gullikson,
wlio has coached Sampras for
the last three years, has suf-
lered tlwo minor strekes in the
last three months and has
been on blood-thinning medi-
cialion to treal a heart condi
LHOT

No seeded players were in
singles action on Monday

Defending champion and
third-seed Todd Martin ol the
United States will play
Alexander Mronz ol Germany
loclay. Mronz was a first-round
winner on Monday over Luiz
Malltar of Brazil. 7-6 (7-1), 6-3

Premature end to
Fagdoe's career

STOCKHOLM, Feb 14: Slal-
om champion Thomas Fogdoe
probably never will compete
again because of “serious
paralysis” from an accident last
week. a doctor said Monday
reports AP _
|' The 24-ywwar-old skier
might be able (o overcome
some ol the spinal damage
with physical therapy. but it
seemed unlikely he could re
cover 1o competition form
sai@ Dr Olle Andren, chiel
physiman at Umea University
Hospi: 4 -

! Fogdoe has sustained seri
| ous paralysis Some of it he will
be able improve by training,
and some with
technical aid.” Andren said
according lo the news age;m

TT

lem because it came very early

Sport

appeal hearing on his 1992

fore Indiana Superior Court -

on
_Meonday. but his thoughts were

the help of -

ERCAp— ok adnren

Amorican HUHIHL [3ar -«peed:- thiraugh the corner en 1uuh ln I*.rul gold medal in the women's
_ 10t World Cup speed-skating event in Calgary, on Feb 13.

————— e e ——

— AFP phutu

WELLINGTON. Feb
14: Recriminati-

-ons in the media
and among New
Zenland cricket

-

e —

mayers and offici-
als were the order of the day
today lgllowing this country's
wors| Tesl defeat at the hands
of the West Indies. reports
Reuter.

New Zealand is in the mid-

dle of celebrations for New .
Zealand Cricket's centenary
but to date it has beén more
like a wake.

The West Indies tour began
with three Kiwi players being
suspended in connection with
marijuana smoking during the
recently completed tour of
South Africa — an incident de-
scribed by officials ‘as the

blackest in New Zealand
cricket’'s history.
However. some saw the

second Test lpss on Monday by
an innings and 322 runs as
even dirrker

H can'l LLI any worse. call

it?" the headline in Lhe
Wellington daily. the Domi-
niotl, said.

The New Zealand Herald. in
a1 editorial. deseribed New
Zealand's performance as a
"spineless surrender”.

The Dominion said captain
Ken Rutherford had led a
charmed life, with his position
not under scrutiny despile
e
froim his 15 Tesls as captain.

I'Nie coach of the team in
“oulh Africa, Geoff Howarth,

T'esl losses and two wins*®

's plight in deli ght

omitted.

Rutherford was also hea\rﬂy
fined and warned against re-
peil offending afler abusing an

umpire at the end of the South

African tour.

He told reporters his head
was "fairly and squarely on the
block”™ and then took a swipe
at the selectors for not giving

him more say in the selection

ol the teun.

KEN RUTHERFORD

"It am consulted, ‘but quite
often | end up with a team
which has some players | do
not think are up to it." he said.

He was critical of the selec-
tors lor leaving out Chris
Pringle from New Zealand's
one-day sguad for the quad-
rangular tournament with lor-
dia. South Alrica and Australia
starting on Wednesday.

Pringle was New Zealand's
hest one-day bgowler, Ruther-
mrr.! Ail. and he lhmd not been

~1d whvy Pringle had been

against West Indies for reasons
other than cricket but have not

ol team selection bt

" sdga is that Martin Crowe, one

bus already been sacked.

COLOMBO. Feb 14
Sri Lanka's crick-
et board Tuesday
welcomed the
decision of the

game's govefning beody to
probe hiribery charges after
Australia's Dean Jones said he
was offered money during the
1992 tour here, reports AFP.

The International Cricket
Council (ICC) on Mondayv
launched an investigatien into
allegations that Australian
players had been offered bribes

to lose Test matches.

This is a correct move by
the ICC. | believe these allega-
Lions have to be fully investi-
Eated to preserve the good

name of the game,” said Anura |

Tennekoon, secretary of the

Board of Control for Cricket in

Sri Lanka
Tennekoon
thorough

said that a
investigation was

Lankans

hail ICC decision

necessary because if the alle-
gations were proved, steps
uiust be taken to ensure thai

* "such things don’t creep into

the game."

Former Ausiralian player
Jones revealed that -he was of-
fered 30.000 pounds by an
Indian Bookmaker to provide
inside information on the
Ausiralian team during their
1992 towr of Sri Lanka.
\ustralia won the three-Test
series . 1-0. '

Il all what is being said is
irue, apparently there are
people who think there is
quick money (o be made in
cricket.” said Tennekoon., who
e e secretary in 1994, and
is seeking re-election for an-
other term on February 26

There had been wide
speculation in cricket circles
here that an Indian bookmakir
had iried bribe Jones
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OHicials hi’t‘l."f' said he had
bheen left out of the team

provided details.

The deputy chairman ol
New Zealand Cricket, Cran
Bull. said Rutherford would be
spoken o about his criticism
added
that his board had confidence
in Hle captain. -

“Theré's no pressure that I
know of Ken's position being
in jeopardy. The board itself is
certainly not pushing for it.
What we need now is unity,”
Bull said in a radio interview.

One of the strangest aspects
to the New Zealand cricket

ol the world's {inest batsmen
and team captain until injured
last year, is playing for
Wellington at present but not
for New Zealand.

"He had further surgery to
an injured knee after returning
[rom South Africa and in his
cnmeback match scored 50
not out, but the selectors ap-
parently did not consider him.

Rutherford, who is also go-
ing through a split from his
wife that has beén spldshed
across pages of women's
magazines, said he has had
some doubts about the job.

"There hasn't heen a lot
there to increase my confi-
dence or my enthusiasm for
the job, but ['m-reaily hanging
in there. There are events oc-
curring which make me won-
der at times."

|

when his side 1oured the
island in 1992 but that the
Australian had angrily rejected
the offer.

Speculation was also rife Sri
Lankan players were also oft
fered bribes to lose matches
but a commissjon of imguiry
which investigated the disas-
trous 1993-94 tour of India
‘found no evidence Lo substan-
tiate the rumours. i

However, - the six-man
commission, in its report to
then Sports Minister Nanda
Mathew, confirmed the un-
named Indian bookmaker had
tried to influence the game
here. :
"There is evidence that a
bookmaker of Indian origin has
attempted to make his pres-
ence felt in the national
cricket scene,” said the report
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Plerce s Paris
Open plans

'PARIS. Feb 14: World

Number three Mary Pierce,
hoping to win her first-ever
tournament
France at the Paris Open this
week. warned that nobody

in her adopted

should write off former world
number-one Steffi Graf, re-
ports AFP.

Graf, who is in the French
capital to play her first tour-
nament in three months, re-
vealed on Monday that she
would be carrying a severe
batk injury for the rest of her
career, :

But the Canadian-born
Pierce, who was 20 last month
when she won the Australian
Open. revealed that she had
trained with Gral on Monday

and found the German to be in
“excellent shape.”

"I had the impression she
was as fast as ever,” said Plerce
who is seeded to play Graf in
next Sunday's final of the
420,000 dollar WTA event.

‘I thought she looked really
sharp out here.”

Pierce, who is- being her-
alded as a player capable of |
wresting the world number
one crown from Arantxa
Sanchez and Graf, said: "It's
always been my dream to be
number-one in the world but it
certainly won't be easy. "lt's -
been hard enough reaching
third place in the rankings.
But nbvmusly | shall be doing
my best.’-

Pierce; beaten In the final at

| the French Open at Roland

Garros last year by Sanchez,
admitted she had learned a lot

ol lessenis since then.
T wanted* to do well—*

especially in France. But that
pul extra pressure on me.

"When | faced Arantxa again
in the linal at the Australian
Open it was very different. |
went out on court feeling
smuch more confident. 1 had
nothing to lose.

"Obviously anything can
happen in a tournament and
there is no such thing as an
casy draw. But 1 would dearly
love to play Steffi in the final
here."

Pierce has bec'umc some-
thing of a jinx for Graf. She
beat the Germnan in the semifi-
nals at Roland Garres and in
the quarterfinals of the
Virginia Slims Championships
in New York last year.

in the other half of the
draw Graf also has her first
match on Wednesday against
either Elena Makarova of

Russia or Larisa Neiland of
Latvia.

“WTA's top 20

ST PETERSBURG. Florida.-
‘eb "14: Leading women's ten-
nis ranking issued by the WTA
Tour, reports Reuter.

l. Arantxa Sanchez-
Vicario(Spain)

2. Steffi Graf (Germany)

3. Mary Pierce (France)

4. Conchita Martinez
(Spain) |
- 9. Jana Novotna (Czech
Republic)

6. Lindsay Davenport (US)

7. Gabriela Sabatini
(Argentina)

8. Kimiko Date (Japan)

9. Natasha Zvereva (Belarus)

10. Anke Huber (Germany)

1T. Magdalena Maleeva
(Bulgaria)

12. Iva Majoli (Croatia)

13, Brenda Schultz
(Netherlands)

14. Naoko Sawamatsu
(Japan)

5. Amy Frazier (US)

16. Helena Sukova (Czech
Republic)

17..Sabine Hack (Germany)

18. Julie Halard (France)

19. Mary Joe Fernandez

by the commission., headed by
former cricket board secretary
Sanuisunderam Kandakumar.

(L!S)
' 20). Amanda (Coetzer Iguulh
Mol
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