._Mariner Youngs Club made a

- Green
.Division hockey super league

. win over Sonali Bank in the in-
. Stadium vesterday.

" rather disappointing one-nil
‘first-half lead through Biaka

hitting the fifth goal 16 min-

- Selim. open

‘and pumped in four more with
Pakistani Mohammed Selim

‘Mohammniedan Sporting Chub a
-couple of years back, also

The Tazik IM Magordo

v 1), makes a move against his fellow IM.Gunawar of Indonesia during their fourth round en-

gagement of the second United Insurance Grandmasters chess championship at the Jalsha Ghar of Hotel Purkani

peatemay_.

Pakistani trio
- powers Mariners

Sports Reporter
Throttled by the recently-
drafted Pakistani power, Dhaka

resounding start to their
Delta .Insurance First

campaign with a thumping 5-0
augural match at the Hockey

Mariner Youngs, who had a

Lusai's penalty stroke, came
out roaring after the breather

scoring .twice. Ace-striker
Mumtaz Haider, who had a
wonderful season with

played his role in' the victory
tes inside the regulation pe-

After local hero Biaka Lusal,
who formed the Mariner at-
tack along with Mumtaz and
ed the winners ac-
count in the 17th minute.
Giasuddin doubled the margin
five miinutes into the second
half after beinl set up by
Selim.

Imran Sharfaraz, the other
Pakistani in the teant, could do
very little on his debut in the
Dhaka league as the well-built
goalkeeper had a quiet time
under the bar. -

Foreman ready

to COIHPI'OIIHSE

NEW YORK. Feb 14: Ggorge
Foreman says he wants to set-
tle his feud with the World.
Boxing Association (WBA) so he
can keep the organisation's
heavyweight crown, reports
Reuter.

"Ilin going to do ‘what's
right and work out a compro-
mise,” Foreman told Reuters
backstage at Radio City Music
Hall on Monday where he was
a presenter at the ESPN sports
television network's ESPY .
.awards show.

. Last month the WBA ruled
sthat Foreman would be
stripped for the belt if he went
ahead with a planned April 22
bout against unranked German
Axel Schulz instead of fighting
the WBA's highest available
ranked contender,

A news conference is
scheduled today in New York
" to formally announce the -
. Foreman-Schulz bout. This is

, Foreman's first fight since the
46-year-old's celebrated 10th-
round -knockout of champion
Michale 1Mnurbr last Novem-
ber.

“I've been in communica-
" tiors with the president of the
WBA and they are not willing
.or wanting to strip me of the
title." Foreman said. '

"They want to work out
something and we are going to

* it down this week and there
will be some sort of deeision
based on our conversation and

not what was said by attorneys
and promoters.” _

According to Fereman,
elements of a likély compro-
mise would be for the WBA to
push back-its March 5 dead-
line for him to fight the top-

contendler so he can go ahead .

with the Schulz bout. Foreman
would then agree to fight the
number one contender Tony
Tucker sometime later this

"You have to respect the
WBA and give them a chance to
speak their minds because no-
body's bigger than boxing."

Foreman said. “The boxers can

come and go but the organisa-
tions stay to REEp handing
down their glory."

Sher- e-Bangla
Cup soccer
begins in Khulna
From Our Correspondent

KHULNA, Feb 14: The Zone
Six matches of the nineteenth
Shre-e-Bangla Cup national
football tournament get- un-
derway at the Khulna Stadium
tomorrow.

In all, eight district teams
are expected to take part.

The teams are: Khulna,
Kushtia, Narail, Maherpur,
Jessore, Jhenidah, Magura and
Satkhira.

i

[ important

| Brothers with a pdwerpa

On completion of the tenth
rou Nd matches in the United
Insu'rance Grandmasters' chess
chan\pionship yesterday, there
was very little change in the
top of *he points table scenario
with English GM Mark Hebden
maintair;ing a one-point lead
ever his Russian rival GM
Mikhail Kr.isenkov,

At the Julsha Ghar of Hotel
Purbani vesierday. both Heb-
den and Krasenkov won their
respective mairches to extend
the rivalry into. its sixth day.
Hebden, who plaved with black
against Pakistani International
Master Mahmoed Ahmed Khan
Lodhi's Reity Opening, ma-
noeuvred his pieces 10 winning
position alter 49 moves to win
rESig]]EI'lll:Hl

Krasenkov, also playing-with
black pieces, was however,

stretched to 60 moves by IM
Enrique Sivilano before the Fil-
ipino’s Scotch Opening
scheme fell apart. The win

to eight pomits.

Meanwhile, the other Bri-
ton in the i'ra‘y. GM Stuart
Conquest once again found
himseM at the wrong end of
the table, going down to Indian
IM Varugese Koshi in only 36
moves. The heieaguertd Bri-

takes the Russian’'s collection

Sports Reporter
ton's defence: was completely
destroyed in a game played
along lines of the Nimzovitch-
Larsen system.

In another disappointing
day for the lpcal fahs. IM Zillur
Rahman could exact little in-
spiration from Tuesday's cred
itable draw against Uzbek
Grandmaster Gregory Serper
as the bespectacled plaver ca-

BANGLADESH EHESS FEDERATION

pitulated to Indonesian GM
Edhi Handoko. Alter trying tor
60 moves, the Bangladesh IM
realised his French Defence
evuld ward off the Indonesian

no longer. .
The three nthtr Bang-

ladeshis in the 13-round meet
all went home with half a point

— Star phﬂtn

1No change in scenario

each. two of them playing safe
against each other. GM Niaz
Murshid and IM Reefat-bin-
Sattar troubled their brains fgr
only eight moves before
agreeing to a draw

Meanwhilé, national cham-
pton IM Ziaur Rahman had no
such luck againgt tournament's
highest FIDE-rated player Ser-
per and fended off the Uzbek
GM's white pieces, employed
in the line of a Catalan varia-
tion of the English Opening.
for 47 moves before an agree-
ment for a draw was reached

The other match of the day
between IMs Magaram Magoe-
dov and of Tajikistan and In-
donesian Ruben Gunawan fiz-
zled Into a draw after 44
moves in a game of Sicilian De-
fence,

ELEVENTH ROUND

MATCHES

GM Hebden vs IM Magoe-
dov

GM Krasenkov vs [M Lodhi

GM Niaz Murshid vs IM Zil-
lur Rahman :

GM Handoko vs IM Ziaur
,Rahrman

GM Serper vs GM Conquest

IM Reefat hm Sattar vs IM
Sivilano

IM Gunawan vs IM Koshi

Eqbal Sikander's
virtuosa allround
performance pro-
pelled champions
ww | -Abahani Krira
Clhakra 1o « 32-run victory over
Brothers Union in an
Navana Premier
Division cricket league match
at the Dhaka Stadium yester-
day.
The Pakistani World Cupper
scored a whirlwind half cen-
tury as Abahani, sent in to bat
first, ran up a total of 226 for
seven and then went on_to
clalm three crucial wickets to
bowl the Gopibagh side oyt for
194 in 44 overs. '
Another Pakistani, Aamer
Hanif ranged a lone battle for
cked
innings of 81. The older of .the
twa Hanifs had earlier ap-

e - e o s -

. peared in the role of the most

successful Brothers bowler too.
Playing their eighth match,
Abahani were off to an exceél-
lent start with almost all their
recognised batsmen among the
runs.

After skipper Gazt Ashraf
[..?.E] and Harun (20) had put
‘on 50 runs for the first wicket,
Pakistani Test-discard Naveed
Anjun.
three, playeda cavalier innings
of 47 off only 46 balls with half
a dozen boundaries and a sixer.

Akram Khan. whose eighty
plus knock was the mainstay of
Abahani's seventh win in- this
year'p league in (heir
match, contributed a rather

was provided by
Sikander.

The right handed low pro-
file batsman. whose calm looks

Igbal

show

promoted to nunfber

previous -

quietish 36 but the real tempo

belies his-abilities to belt the

Sports Reporter

‘ball around with unimistakable

savagery. remained unbeaten
on 52 ofl just 24 balls. He hit
five fours and three dixers.
Chasing 227 in 45 overs for
their fifth win in eight
matches, Brothers began their
campaign in the most uncon-

vincing manner losing two
- . ;

I bIKﬂNDFR ... allround

wickets for 38 runs.

Skipper Al-Shahriar gave
signs of takifg the fight to the
enemy camp with a cameo 20
off as many balls before being
bowled in a freakish manner by
veteran Ashraf, whose handling |
of his resources and ﬁeldmg
was once again inspirational. to
say the léast.

Although wickets fell at
regular interval, Aamer Hanif
was in no mood to give up
without a fight.

For the second consecutive
day. Dhaka Stadium was wit-
ness to superb batsmanship
from the Pakistani batsmen as
Hanil. ',iI.'Iur' that blitzkrieg

the eastern

Iqbal Abahani's sikander

lrom Sikander in the morning,
reeled off an object lesson in
the art of batting in one day

cricket.

Hanif's vigilance came to an
end wheén pitted against a
climbing ran rate he «chanced
his arm against Sikander's leg
spin and the 102-ball innings
of B1-was at a stand still

Hanil struck three fours and
as many sixes.

Sikander's three wickets

_from eight overs of accurate

leg-break bowling at a cost of
pnly .18 runs.
Anjum mopped up the tail

" 1o finish with two for 25.

GULSHAN CANTER

Gulshan Youth registered a
massive nine wicket victory
over Sadharan Bima in the
day's other match played on
strip of the
Dhanmondi Cricket Stadium.

Bima batted first and were

shot out for 77 in 32.2 overs -
‘with almost all the Gulshan

bowlers meeting ‘with flatter-
ing success at varying degrees.

Al Amin took three for 21
while Ziaul Hug and Shafayat
Omar bagged two each,

Nasirul Hossain remained
not out on 43 and Anup Biswas
on 20:as Gulshan posted 81 in
23.2 overs.

TODAY'S MATCHES

Tarun vs Victoria (DS)
Eskaton vs Wari (DCS).

Gordon out

LONDON, Feb 14: Cancer
sufferer Peter Gordon has fj-
nally won his fight against bu-
reaucracy and will have a four-

- year athletics ban erased. re-
_ ports AFP. '

Mariner won the match 5-0.

A goalmouth melee during yesterday's Green Delta Insurance First Division super league
match between title aspirants Mariner Young's Club and Sonali Bank at the Hockey Stadium

— Star photo |

Dates have a funny way of
reappearing with a ring from
the past

Pakistani hockey wizard
Shahbaz Ahmad is destined to
have a little and quiet walk
down the memory lane when
the mercurial [orward steps on

the green grass of the Hockey

Stadmuim 1o make his debut in
local league lor Mohammedan
Sporting Club (oday

o pile on the incidental
signilicance ol his first appear
ance in Dhakai hockey., Shah-
baz will go in agtion against
champions Abahani -Krira
Chakra, whomes no matter what
the player himself thinks. the
numerous fans of the club he is
playing for, deem-as arch-ri-
vals. \

Nine years ago on another
Febsuary 15 world hockey
marked the advent of a super
star in the real gense of the
word as Shahbaz made his in-
ternational debut against
archrivals India in Calcutta
That day a nervous and un

_known Shahbaz, who came as a

suibstitute, could not do much
Lo avert the eventual loss ef his
couniry to their bitter neig-
bours by the odd goal i three.
Biit the career of' champion
was launched.

- Almost a decade later. hay
ing ridden the pinnacle of his
illustrious career which culmi-
nated gnly recently with Pak-
istan’'s winning the World Cup
under his inspiring leadership
recently, Shahbaz Is up against
a similar ordeal, though nf
much léss significance,

[t is February 15, two arch-
rivals of country's sporting lore
— Abahani and Mohammedans
— are pitted against each other
in the second match of Green

Delta Insuranceé First Divisioh :

hockey super league scheduled
for a 3 pm start.

Shahbazs compalriots’ of
much lower profile engineered
a five nil drubbing of Sonali
Bank by Mariner Youngs in the
super league opener vesterday.
With so many eyes on him and
s0o much hyping around over
his coming to play in Dhaka for
a club side and above all, the
smarting of a not-too-auspi-
cious memory goading. will
Shahbaz have any dearth of
motivation? Not likely and
even if he fails to pull off a
prima facte sort of thing. Tahir
and Irfan will be there to pro-
vide the thrill.

FIFA may give
~ Nigerians
another chance

ZURICH: Feb 14; FIFA on
Monday bowed to lierce
protests from Africa and said it
would reconsider its decision
to cancel next month's World
Youth Championships in Nige-
ria. reporis Reuter.,

+ The decision was an-
nounced atter a high-level del-
epgation from Lagos ‘isited the
Swiss headquarters. of world
seccer s governing body to ar-
gue that FIFA's grounds for
cancelling the championships
_reportecd oulbreaks of
meningitis and cholera at (wo
of the competition venues:
were unfounded.

"It's very relieving,” Nige-
rian Football Associatian presi-
dent Samson Omeruah told
Reuters after the meeting. "We
are grateful that they can hear
us and hear our side of the
story.”

FIFA said on Friday it was
caucclhn;_, the Lhanmlnnshi
due to be held from March

tibn had deteriorated in

"lasi few weeks."

It said cases of meningitis
and chelera had been reported
at Kaduna'and Enugu. two of
the four venues.

Nigeriap authorities
protested sirongly. saying "The
reasons given were invalid, un-
substagtiated and untenable” —
and sent a delegayon to Zurich
Ly persuade FIFA 1o change its
mind. j

FIFA spokesman Keith
Cooper said the delegation” had
included the Lagos officer of
the World Health Organisation,
who presented "more exten-
sive and specific documenta-
tion about the health situation
int the- problem areas then had
been previously available.”

The result, he said, was that
FIFA's seven-man emergency
committee weould meet on
Wednesday to reconsider their
decision m cancel the champi-
onships.

FIFA's original decision pro-
voked fierce condemnation of
the organisation in Africa. &nd
even charges of racism against

the chiefs of world soccer fol- |

lowing recent World f“.up SuC-
cesses by Alfrican teams.

‘It looks like a bad dream.
Nigeria and black Africa have
been insulted.”. said Babasola
Rhiodes, administrator of the
national sports commission
before leading ‘the Nigerian
delegation to Zurieh.

Another protest came from
the Organisation of African
Unity. which warned on Mon
day that FIFA's decision "would
have negative and grave conse-
quences on Alrica s future par
tieipation in international loot
ball tournaments "

HARARE Feb 14
Pakistan e¢ould
become only the
second team this
i _.J Century o come
———— irotn behind (o
win three-Test series when
they take on Zimbabwe m the
third and final Test in Harare
which begihs on Wednesday
reports Reuter |

The ieat was first achieved
when WG Grace ralleg his
England side against Australia
in 1888 and there is a touch of
irony im
years for Hamsie Cronje s South
African team to beat New
Zealand last month, the feat
might be repeated by Salim
Malik's Pakistanis just six
weeks later

Pakistan s convincing eight
wicket win in Bulawavo last
week squared the series at
one-all after Zimbabwe's sur
prise victory by an, innings and
64 runs in the opening match
the country s first-ever Test
VICLOTY

Against the backdrop of the
betting scandal which erupted
in Australia over the weekend.
victory would be a welcome -re-
ifef 1o a teamm who, until
«Bulawayg. had failed to Hve up
to their repulation as one of
the top three lest ':-H'iri in the
world

"We are very determined
and verv confident alter win-
ning the second test!” said
manager Intikhab Alam today.
"l dont think we'll be making
the saine mistakes as we did in

that after waiting’ 107\

DHAKRA ‘WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 1995

Decisive third Test against Zlmbabwe from toda

the first Test.

_intikhab. though, was not
happy about the practise facili-
ties at the Harare Sports Club.

‘At Bulawayo the facilities
were very good. but here the
pitches in the nets are not
very good and also there has
been a lot of rain. { means we
have done a lot of physical and

a lot of fielding but we haven't-

had mmuch chance for a proper
workout m the nets.” he said.

Aaqgib .Javed has recovered
from the thigh strain which
kept hisn out of the second
Test and is available along
with every other member of
the touring party, for the feam
which will he announced en
Wednesday momrmning. :

Zimbabwe have fast bgwler
Henry Olonga  stil dgubtful
with a side strain and opening
batsman Mark Dekker ruled
out with a broken finger

Dekker's absenee makes
room for a Test | t by ef
ther lan
Erasmus in the middle-order
with Stuart C arlisle moving up

o open the batling.
Experienced number four

Dave Houghton, who had his.

right thumb broken by Wasim

Akram during the second
Test, remained confident of,
playing.

T am definitely play"lng un-
less something drastic hap-
pens between now (Monday
evening) angd Wednesday.” the
37-year-old said '

f tried it out in the nets on

Butchart or Danie *

History beckons Paklstan

Saturday and | was able o
the bat. |t was quite painful
hopefully by Wednesday the
swelling will have gone down
and [ll be able to grip and
play properly

For Zimbabwe the euphoria
of their first Test win has been
overshadowed by defeat in
Bulawayo. But Houghtan be-
lleves the home side can still
record their first series wic
tory

‘1 definitely think we can
win. If we can win the toss and
get a big score like we did be
fore. then | think we have got
every chance of winning the
game ~ he said

| don't think the Palistan
team reacts too well too the
pressure, certainly they didn't
in the first Test and nor did
thev react to it in South
Alrica

TEAMS

LZIMBABWE (From): Grant
Flower, Stuart Carlisle. Alistair
Campbedl. David Houghton. An-
dy Flower (captain), Guy
Whittall, lain Butchart, Danic
Eresmus, Paul Strang. Heath

Streak. Dawid Brain. Henry
Olonga. 'Bryan Strang.
Malgcolm Jarvis

PAKISTAN (From): Aamir

Sohall, Shakeel Ahmed. Sa
Anwar. Asif Mujtaba, Sal
Makik (captain). ljaz Ahmed,
Inzamamul Haq. Basit Al
Rashid Latif Wasim Akram.
Manzoor Elahi. Kabir Khan.
Aamir Nazir. Aagib Javed.
Akram Raza

NZ centenary one-day series begins trbda!

WELLINGTON, °
Feb 14 Australia
and South Africa

reasons 1o coyet
victory in the
of the New

ul_‘lf"]']:ﬂ:'_; niatch

Zealuul centenary one-day
crickel series at 'the Basin
Reserve here Wednesday

reports AFP
lilia sum) New Zealand. the

MARK TAYLOR

other two teams taking part in
the gquadrangular. face off on
Thursday.

Fresh from a 3-1 Ashes Test
series triumph against England
and victory in the abbreviated
game's World Series, Australia
are en route to the Carihbean
and their toughest challenge

hiave contrasting

against the West [Indies.
Australian skipper Mark
Taylor said Tuesday it was im-

portant to maintain a winning

momentum. His South African
counterpart Hansie Cronje is
keen te bury the notion that
his side does better at home
than abroad,

South Alrica's return to in-
ternational cricket three years
ago saw them struggle to adapt
lo New Zealand conditions
during the World Cup in early
1992.

"We're a more experiegeed

team now though.” Cronje said.
"We're no more confident, just
more  experienced because
mpost of our guys, apart fram
one ‘or: two new faceg have
played at international level for
the past three years now."

Taylor.- who has mostly
tasted success since assuming
the Australian captaincy for
last yvear's tour.to Pakistan fol-
lowing the resignation of Allan
Border. is determined to de-
fend his side’s rating gs one of
the world's Best one-day com-
binations.

"We'vk had a pretty good
summer... and it's important
we keep that going.” he said.

Taylor said Australia would
experiment with the batting
order in the centenarv series
which culminates with the fi-
ital in Auckland on February
26.

-

i

Taylor, Cronje out to prove

A broken finger sustained
bv aggressive opener Michael
Slater during the fifth Ashes
Test against England earlier
this month has seen the Aus-
tralians bring only 12 players,
and only six specialist bats-
men, across the Tasman.

New sensation Greg Blewell
is likely to be Taylor's opening
partner Wednesday.

Mark Waugh's had success

- HANSIE CRON.JE
here opening up and I'd like to
give Ricky Ponting a bit of
crack while we're here too.”
Ponting, 20, is set to make

his Australian debut at number
six, a position from which he

impressed with his shotmak-
ing for Australia during the
Wnrld Series.

1
26. because "The health Eltt’ .
he

Tendu]kar powers Indla-

NAPIER, Peh 14:
Star-batsman Sac-
hin Tendulkar hit
an unbeaten cen-
tury today to help
India to a nine-
wicket win over Central
Districts ang send a warning to
the other teams in the one-day
cricket cenienary series,
reports Reuter,

The 21-yvear-old right-han-

S AT s el

P der's 139 helped India cruise

to victory in a warm-up’ match
before their opening game on
Thursday against New Zealand
in the quadrangular series,
which also involves Austsalia
and South Africa.

Central Districts, after be-
ing put in to bat. sel the
tourists a very respectable tar-
get of 253 to win on a beaning
Mclean Park wicket. b

But with Tendulkar in
command. the result was sel-
dom in doubt even though In-
dia's allotted overs were re-
duced o 49 because of a slow
over rate,

India reached 265 for just
one wicket in the 41st over
with Tendulkar hitting 19

lwars and o six in his 128-ball
I61-minute innings

On the ground where he only
just failed five seasons ago to
become the youngest century-
maker in Test history, Ten-
dulkar recorded his fourth and
highest one-day century for
India. All four have been
scored since Jast September.

Nrendulkar was ably sup
ported by ledow opener Ajay
Jadeja and number three
Naviot Sidhu, who was not out
i

He and Jadeja. with 34, pul
the lirst wicket, a
broken only with a
nf good luck on Ceniral

on Y Yo
PArtnersnip
plece
[listricts part

A hirmm Tendulkar
deflegted hny

Arive was
haowler David La
| e wic ket

Jadeia who had been

IThicd 540 (Y iy Fiilh

Fiblegt oyl

backing up.

Earlier, ‘Tendulkar was also
successful with the ball as Cen-
iral Districts reached 252 for
six in their 50 overs.

Tendulkar. who was stand-
ing in as captain to allow Mo-
hammad Azharuddin more
Llime to- recover [rom .a sore
back, bowled only one over,
the 50th — and took two wick-
ets.

He hml-led Andrew Jones

with one of his right-arm slow-
medium deliveries, and then .

repeated the trick against
Tony Blain. "
Jones knock ol 64 was the
best of the Central Districts
innings, and fellowed his
omission, on Monday from the
New Zealand squad for the

e _'._-."*-T - |

o 1 ##IWA & ".H:.:I#ﬁ

TENDUL.KAR 14

CeEnienary seres
SCOREBOARD
Sienrehoard in the one day
mialch between New Zealarnl s

{ eniral iNstrwis amel India Lo

| !.I'lr

Greatbatch

C Ingham st Mnng.i b I'I'.apnar 61
G McRae b Kumble 27
A Jones b Tendulkar 64
L Howell ¢ Tendulkar b Srinath 19

M Greatbatch ¢ Tendulkar b

Kumble 20

T Blain b Tendulkar 313

D i3lake not out 1

Extras: (Ib-14, ng-6, w-7)

Total: (50 overs) ‘1;}\%
Fall of wickets: 1-57; 2-136;

3-165; 4-195; 5-249; 6-252.

Did not bat: Stuart Duff,
Canipbell Furlong. David Lama-
son, Alistair Alcock.

Bowling O M R W
Srirtath 10 1 49 1
Vaidya 10 O 42 O
Kumbile 10 1 40 2
Prasad 10 O 58 0O
Kapoor 9 0 42 1
Tendulkar ] O 7 2
INDIA:

S. Tendulkar not out 139
A Jadeja run out 34
N Sidhu not out 72
Extras: (Ib-4, nb-3, w-3) 10
Total: (40.3 overs) 255

Fall of wicket: 1-99
Did pot bat. Vinod Kambli,

Sanjay Manjrekar. Nayan Mon-
gia,

Javagal Srinath, Venkal
Prasad. Prashant Vaidva, An

Kumble, Aashish Kapoor

Bowling O M R W
Blake S 0O &5 O
Alcock e I 50 0
Duaft 10 0 49 0
Lamason 5 0 41 0O
Furlong 9 0 62 0

03 0 4 0
Result: India won by nh..(

wickets.

Ctg cricket

CHITTAGONOG Feb |4 Chit

lagong Coovermniment o omnmuanenrce
(‘ollege won the Seraj inter
i |=|h e Tl ket !I._i1||l1lilll'¢|rlp
bealting tsawennument Citly Co
Hepge by 15 runs in the ronal
fliial T LIATIPara Police
T Eraveaniad 1A, (il AY

eporis HsS



