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swim out to rivers during the dry seasons as water flow sturt todcecline in the cana]a like this ane in bordering vlllage of Patgldm in Lalmonirhat district.

15 held 'on
various

charges

From Staff Correspondent

. BARISAL. Feb 14 : Barisal
district police arrested 15
persons on various charges
from the Agunjhara thana area
last night.

Of them., three persons
were Lhe members of the out;

lawed Sarbahara Party, one was

an absconding warrantee and
the 11 others were arrested
on suspicion untder the section
54 of the Bangladesh Penal
Code.

tal arrested persons during the
last three days stood at 57.

Indian sﬁgar
worth, Tk 6 lakh

seized in Natore

RAJSHAHI. Feb 14: BDR
personnel of 20 rifle battalion
Sunday seized 190 bags of In-
dian sugar worth about Taka
six lakh during an anti smug-
gling drive at Borgachha under
Natore thana of Natore dis-
- trict, reports BSS.

Later, the seized contra-

band were deposited with Ra- |

jshahi ¢ustoms office.

BDR filed a case with Na-
tore thana in this connection
against four absconding ac-
cused who were identified as
Md Kunchu. Md Kalu Munshi,
Mili Parvin and Md Mamalaz
Hossain of Natore district. BDR
sources said.

Huge quantities
of fish, net
robbed

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL. Feb 14: Pirates
robbed fish, fishing nets and a
irawler engine worth about Tk
10 lakh in a midnight piracs
on Saturday in the Bay ol
Bengal. some 70 km away
from the Patharghata port of
Barguna district.

According to the patrolling
naval forces, 15 o 20 pirates
attacked three (fishing
trawlers-FB Patharghata, FB
Khokon and FB Azimunnessa
and snatched huge fish fishing

With this, the pumber of to- -

— Star photo

' so0 far.
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| Fate of only hospltal for |
18 lakh people of Satkhira

i

SATKHIRA. Feb 14: Inade-
quate number of doctors,
shortage of medicines, beds.
and equipment in the sadar
hospital has been hampering
proper treatment of the pa-
tients in Satkhira district for a

long time.

1! The 50-bed modern hospi-

tal can not cope with the in-
creasing number. of patients

| due to- tnndequate number of
beds.

The existing beds can only
meet 25 per cenit requirement
of the patients seeking admis-
sion. But surprisingly to note
that this is the only hospital in
the entire district having a
population” of more than 18
lakh people which means that
there is one bed for about 40
thousand people which is too
meagre (o meet minimum re-
quiregpents.

It is essendial that Lthis hos.
pital should be developed into
a 100-bed full-fledged hospital
with adequate facilities such as
experienced physicians, well
trained nurses. instruments
and life saving drugs and with
maternity. child welfare. den-
Lal. eye specialist and other ar-
rangements.

If such arrangements are
made the acute treatment
problem of the people of this
district may be minimised.
Otherwise, poor and middle
cliss patients wil have to em
brace death for want of proper
treatment.

Al present most the bed
sheets of the hospital have be

Frum(hn'Cmreapmldent

come unfit for use and rarely
replaced. it is alleged. A large
number of patients, both male
and female who come from

- remole areas of the district,

return  without receiving
proper treatment for want of
accommodation and
medicines. '

The only ambulance in the

 hospital remains outl of order

most of the time. The seriously
ill patients cannet be shifted to
Khulna, Jessor or Dhaka for
want of ambulance. In emer-
gency cases the people use
hired vehicles on' payment of
Taka te Taka 3500 a day.

There is an X-ray machine

in the hospital biit for want of .

film the patients can not haye
their X-rays done [rom the X
ray machine. Patients are ad-
vised to have X-rav from pri

vate clinics.

The water supply is almost
absent and if it is supplied that
is irregular. The patients, staff
of the hospital fake water from
hand driven tubewell.

The drains. hospital floor
-and other places of the hospi-
tal are not kept clean and bad
odour emits all the time. The
latrines and urinals are hardly
cleaned. There is no separate
ward for patiepts suffering
from infections diseases.

The government office
timing is not maintained in the
hospital and no doctors are
available after 1-30 pm., it is al-
leged. The out door patjients
and visitors came to the hospi-
tal every now and then result-

BHOLA. Feb 14 : A pilot
programme has been under
taken to rehabilitate about |00
landiess families in two cluster
villages in the current fiscal
reports UNB.

According to Land Depart-
ment officials. the cluster vil-
lages will be constructed at
Ramaganj of Dougornagar
union and Charumad umion in
Lalmohon thana

Under the ,programme

nets and took away the engine | some 65 landless families of

of the trawler. FB Azimun-
nessa. The pirates also injured
SiX Tagii =48

Concern over
construction of
embankment

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, Feb 14: The Grea-
ter Sylhet Ganadabi Parishad at
a meeting here has expressed
concernn over the construction
of an embankment at the con-
fluence of the rivers Surma,
Kushiyara and Manu at Topai
Mukh in Assam.

With Alhaj Mubaswir in the
chair, the meeting urged the
government of Bangladesh to
take up the matter with India
immediately .

The Parishad said, the em-
bankment would cause im-
mense suflfering to the peopie
of Greater Sylhet.

Ramagan| and 32 families of
Charumad have already been

selected for rehabilitation of

o 7y
landiess family will Le

given a dwelling houses and a
sanitary latrine. One deep
tubewell will be sunk for each
20 families.

The government has de-
cided 10 disburse Tk five lakh
interest free loan the
members of each cluster vil-
] lage to help them attain seif
employment.

Headed by the Deputy
Commissioner of Bhola. a
commitiee has been formed to
supervise the successful im-
plementation of the cluster vil-
lage programme.

Meanwhile, Local Govern:
ment and Engineering De-
partment of the district has
taken up a project for coh-
struction of three low-cost
primary schools in the sadar

thana
l The project has been taken
under the General Primary

Education Programme in the
current fiscal year.

Financed by the European
Economic Community (EEC),
the schools will be constructed
at a cost of Tk six lakh. official
sources said.

The schools will be con-
structed each at Shibpur,
Ratanpur and Dhania unions of
sadar thana and the work is

expected to be completed by
June néxt.

Businessmen seek
protection from
Shantibahinimen

KHAGRACHHARI. Feb 14
Local businessmen sought gov
ernment step to save them
from the threat of Shantibahin-
imen. reports UNB

Bagaihat Market Business-
men Committee made the urge
at a press conlerence at the
local press club [t was ad-
dressed by secretary of the
committee Dewan Mohammad
Hasan

They said their lives were
under threat as the outlaws
were demanding toll to the
tune of lakhs of taka

Taking sheiter in rural ar-
eas, they have been continuing
their anti-social activities like
tolli collection and kidnapping.

they said.

-with only prescriptions.

ing in disturbance of the doc-
tors and the patients.

Cows ahnd dogs. are seen
moving inside the hospital
compound. Sometimes stray
dogs are seen roaming. "

When contacted, some doc-

tors of the hospital informed
this correspondent that there
Is sufficient medicines in the
hospital. Both, indoor and out-
door patients are provided
The
poor indoor patients are to
purchase medicines from
markets.
. There is ro blood bank in
the hospital and the patients
are to collect blood from out-
side and sometimes have to
collect blood from Khulna or
Jessore,

The diets su pii:d Lo the
paticis are no lo the

«landard at all. it is alleged.

It may be mentioned here
that the construction of Thana
Health Complexes were com-
pleted few years ago but these
are not equipped with neces-
sary medical facilities.

These thana health com-
plexes should be made full
fledged with minimum 50
beds facilities with maternity,
family planning and child wel-
fare, strgical. dental and other
arrangements.

Apart from this, it is re-
guired that every union should
be provided with health cen-

. tres equipped with maternity

and child welfare arrange-
ments promised by the previ-
ous governments.

Plan to rehabilitate 100 More pussenger
landless families

travelling
without tickets

on train routes

BRAHMANBARIA. Feb 14:
Ticketless travelling Jjn trains
on Brahmanbaria-Bhairab-
Akhaura routes has consider
ably increased due to irregular
ities of the officials, says UNB.

‘M‘{'ﬂrdlnﬂ_lﬂ a source, a
good number ol passengers
have been travelling in the

routes without ticket aggraval
ing the suflerings of genuine
ticket holders.

Passengers said. tickel
checkers were hardly found

"doing their duties on the train.

But the ticket checkers com-
plained that while discharging
their duties, they are some-
times being hammssed even
threatened by the unruly pas-
Sengers

* The passengers alleged that
ticket counters of the railway
stations are opened just before
the arrival of the train with an
ulterior motive Lo give chance
to ticket checkers and guards
to take bribe from the ticket

less passengers. Most of the
passengers cannol purchase
the lickets as the train .starts

ieaving the station within a few
minutes

The passengers further al-
leged, ticketiess travelling has
increased due o the dishonest
staflf membérs of railways who
take bribe openly from ‘the

! travellers

L

‘omy,

jshahi
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NATORE, Feb 14: Under
the mass education pro-
gramme of the government, [s-
lamic Foundation Bangladesh
(TFB). in 1993, introduced the
inosque-based Integrated Non-
lormal Education Programme
(MINEP) which has
started to attain confidence of

_the people of Dharabarisa vil- -

lage of Gurudahspur thana un-
der Natore district.

IFB introduced thc MINEP

in ‘one village of each disfrict °

throughout the country. In
Nateore district, IFB selected
Dharabarisa village of Guru-
claspur thana for the education
programme which has started
to exert influencé over the

people of that village wlth{rt a

very short time. .

According to official sources
1l least 18 non-formal schools
alid three neon-formal libraries
have been sel up in the village
The classes at the
schools are divided into two

. shifts, day shift and night shift.

In day shift, one and two years

long education programmes

are being conducted for the
children age group between 4
and 5 years and the age group
hetween 6 and 10 years re-
spectively and in night shifts,
there are only one year-long

-education programmes for the

boys of the age group beiween
11 and 14 years and for the
age group between 15 and 35
years. ™ 1

IFB in Natore is supplying
all the educational materials
and equipment necessarjr for
smooth continuation of the
programmes.

A reliable source, huwever i
informed this correspondent
that in respect of better result
ol this education, programme,
the time may be extended
which is at present is up to
1 996,

‘these non-formal

- NMOW |
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From M A Ali Himw
For educating the people in
schools,
IFBN has appointed 21 ‘ima-
ms’ from different mosques of
the village. The appointed
imams given proper
training prior to their services,

Generally Bengali,
matics and Arabic subjects are
studied at the classes of these
schools and only the children
of the age group between 6
and 10 years are facilitated .
with the English subject.

The number of interested

people and participants of the

education programmes are in-
creasing every day. The girl
participants are also included
in this programme. About 360

: children and men educated
themselves through these

schools in the village in 1993
— the inception year of the ed-
ucation programme in Nalore
while 540 children and men
were educated in 1994,

In 1995 year, about 550
children and men are studying
in these schools and the num-
ber of students may be in-
creased during this year.

‘An official- said, one can get
himself admitted in class tharee
or class four of primary (evel
after cnmple'tingp\he courses
under MINEP.

IFBN has also :uet ury three
libraries at the vﬂl&gf under
the programme. Three: librari-
ans are also appointed for
conducting the libriaries fairly.
On an average, ‘about 20 to 25
persons includinfgs students of
the village gaths:r in "these li-
braries every d.ay. Describing
-the attendance rate in these

libraries in rural areas as a-

great success, an official said
that the readers of these li-
braries are being facilitated
with a Bengali daily newspa-.
- per. | : |
While ,talking to The Daily

An introduction to

Mathe-

“I can sign my name now

. L

Star. Abdus Sakur, Deputy Di-
rector.(DD) of IFBN explaining
about education programme
said this is an experimental
programme which has already
proved itself efficient to make
people vigilant about educa-
tion, and he said, many more
have, been inspired by the
dramatic interest shown by
the people of this village.

The DD said that through
this prograimme, the socio-
economic condition of ne-
glected ‘tmams’ of the village
are also lreing im

Abdiis Sakur further in-
formed that the authorities did
not hiave to spend any money
for brajlding the schools or the
Hbraries as the mosques of t'se
villzige were selected for uss: as
the: schools and libraries 1.inder

MNEP,
While contacted, Miajhlrul

lslam, the Field Superviser. of
‘this programme tolc this cor-

respondent that at first the
peoples of Dharabarisa thought
this programme as an NGO's
activity. Buts he added, in a
short time, the people realised
its importance and soon came
forward with their heartiegt
<o-operation to make: this pro-
gramme a success,

The 14 years old Afaz Ud-
din who participated in educa-
tion programme in 1994 told
this correspondent that this
programme has given him an
opportunity to get himself ad-
mittedscl_lw(ilass four in a pri-

The 32 years old Md. Zamal
Uddin who completed one
year long course under MINEP
in 1993 said, "I feel proudj
thinking that in spite of being
a farmer,-] can sign my name

Afternoon “He “ goes To '

mosque and after praying his
noon prayers, he reads news-

paper at the library.

The Institute of Bangladesh Studles at RU

From Tareq Chowdhury

RAJSHAHI UNIVERSITY,
Feelyb, 13: The Institute of
Banvladesh Studies (well-
known as IBS) was established
by tlie Rajshahi University Act,
1973. as an advanced_ cenire
for inter-disciplinary study and
research on various aspects of
Bangladesh society. It is the
only national centre of its kind
for teaching and research that
wmidertakes scientific studies
in the fields of humanities. so-
cial sciences. business studies.
law, and non-experimenial
science oflering programmes
for M Phil and PhD degrees.
The 1BS is placed at the east-
ern side of the Rajshahi Uni-
versity . campus with entrance
al the Binodpur Bazar gate.

The [BS was founded with

the aim of catering to the
cou llr? s special needs by
pProclocing A aussiced yavies
ol bhroad based specialists Lo

provide leadership in Lhe aca-
demic -and developmental
lields. Therefore, the academic
pregrammes of the [BS are set
eut to increase the number of
crealive and competeni re-
search personnel through
training and education. in
Bhngladesh oriented multi-dis-
ciplinary techniques. to in-
crease availability of research
material on the history. econ-
1y, society and culture of
Bangladesh: and work for an
effective understanding of the
chronology. interaction and
projection of indigenous wvari
ables. lacts or events,

The Institute of Bangladesh
Studies was established on
September 25, 1973, under an
Act of the Bangladesh Parlia-
ment described as the Ra-
Universily Act. 1973

The IBS is a constituent Insti-
tute of the Rajshahi University
with a separate Board of Gov-
ernors. Il is administered by
the broad [ramework ol poli
cies, rules and regulations of
the University

It started lunctioning with
the formation of the Board ol

Governors and appointment of.

1974
HT S

January
|||-|,_| ||l 14"

the Directof in
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of 1ts kind in the ¢ounirv, has
heenn entrusted with a roule not
only for providing facilities for
pursuing advance research de-
grees like M Phil and PhD but
also for developing an inte-
grated approach to Bangladesh
studies.

Moreover, the establish-
ment of the 1BS has stimulated
impressive research activities
by its own faculty members on
the one hand, and the teachers
of the -university attachéd to

. the institute on the other. Be-

“low is a seproduced extract
from the statute of the insti-
tute specifying its aims and ub
jects:

a) to promote, and provide
tacilities for advanced studies
and research on the history,
geography., economics, pol-
itics, sociology. anthropology,
law, language, literature and
linguistics. philosophy. art,
archaeology. music¢, and cul-
ture of Bangladesh and such
other subjects as are signili-
cantly related to the life and
society of Bandladesh leading

1o The M Phil and FhD de-
rees,

bh] to underiake research
projects im cooperation with
public or private organisations
as and when necessary under
. mutual agreements;

c) to place at the dis-
posal of society the results of
the researches conducted at
the institute for fruitful utilisa-
tion in planning development
schemes,

d) to cooperate with
other departments of the Uni-
versity of Rajshahi in research
activities relevant: to
Bangladesh studies,

e) to popularize Bangladesh
studies in and outside the
country through seminars,
conferences and publications;

) to perform such other
functions as will facilitate at-
tainment of the objects of the
institute

The
Irom diverse fields form a co-
hesive team being organically
bound in interdisciplinarv pro-
vrafuine ol researgthy oand i

scholar-researcherg

struction. Efforts have so far
been made to gear M Phil and
PhD degree programmes to
the research activities of the
institute. Students seeking
those degrees from the insti-
tute, on the one hand, famil-
iarise themselves with the his-
tory, culture and society of
Bangladesh, and on the other,
comprehlrend the necessary

interrelatedness of a wide

spectrum of academic disci-

plines bearing on their area of

study imbued with a sense of
direction,

The nation has to constantly

seek and refine knowledge for
action in the problem areas of
identity, societal integration,
and developmeént. The insti-
tute deals with these interde-
pendent problem areas for re-
search. The appregach, .there-
fore. has always -hecn multi-
disciplinary.

The IBS tries to build up an

exchange programme with in-
ternational academic cownnnu-

nity. As it proposes to extend
alliliation to foreign scholars to
come to Bangladesh and con-
duct research in the institute,
at the same time, the institute
also supports. for higher stud-
les abroad, its facully, affiliated
researchers and students on
the basis of their having ful-
filled course and/or research
work pertaining to the life,
‘society. and development is-
sues of Bangladesh.

The Journal of the Institute
of Bangladesh Studies (JIBS),
now in its volume 18 (1995),
is published annually. Thg
journal provides an opportu-
nity to publish in English the
research and review articles by
the institute faculty as well as
fellow academicians elsewhere:
Papers on problems regarding
Bangladesh including theoreti-
cal orientations having apphl-
cability to the patrimony are
accepted fpr publicatien. A
separate journal in Bangla is
also pubtished from last year.

Apart from regular seminars
given by IBS and RU teachers
and research fellows of the
institute o number of disnnm

The Institute of Bangladesh Studies building inside the Rajshahi University campus.
—Star photo

-

guished scholars from ho
and abroad are invited egch
year to speak at semimars on
topics of importance in their
respective fields of speciality.

So far, about 100 candidates
completed their PhD and M
Phil degree at the IBS.

The institute admits to the
M Phil and PhD degree pro-
grammes on a competitive ba-
sis. A student is selected for
adrmission on the bgsis of past
academic records and perfor-

. mance in the admission text,

bo#h written and oral. The IBS
prefers students who are spe-
cially interested in research or
whn are already in the teach-
ing profession. The admission
process begins in early March
with invitation of applications
and the tests are held in

May/June every year.

Candidates should have at
least a good second class both
at Bachelor and Master's levels
scoring not less than 50 per
cent of the maximum points or
equivalent in any of the Hu-
manities, Social Sciences,
Sciences (except experimental
ones), Commerce, and Juris-
prudence. However, a student
showing speciadl aptitude for
research and securing not less
than second class in MA/MSS
or MSc' examination may also
be considered: eligible for
admission. The academic year
of I1BS starts on July 1'and
ends on June 30 following

The institute offers a good
nuinber of fellowships for full-
time study at the institute. The
award of fellowship is effective

. from the time of admissica.

Initially a M Phil fellow re-
ceives Tk 1500.00 per month
tenable for two yedrs and a
PhD fellow receives Tk
2000.00 per mormth for three
years. Two separate four-sto-
ried buildings with sin-
gle/double accommodation as
well as a few family quarters
are located within the institute
complex. Apartments for visit-
ing scholars, accommodation
for women researchers are
available, too.

Discussion on
‘development of
~small and cottage

industries

FARIDPUR, Feb 14: A dis-
cussion meeting on "Develop-
ment and Manifestation of
Small and Cottage Industries”

was held here on Monday.
reports LUNB.

Additional District Magis-
trate Alhaz A K M Manjurul
Huq attended the meeting as
chief guest with Akhtar
Hossain, President of the
branch ol National Association
of _ Small Industries,
Bangladesh (NASIB), in the

Fha&"gimjn-ﬂ by Faridpur dis-

trirt br.ani*h of NASIB, {t was
ended b ood numbe nf
rr]}rtn-!" rs ankers. In

trialists, officials of BSCIC .md
leading businessmen.
Abdul Manjil Choudhury.
Shawkat Ali, Akhunji, Maleka
Khan and Mirja Nurul Ghani
and Ainul Hug Sohel, among
others, spoke on the occasion.



