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NEWS BRIEFS

in southern zone
BARISAL. Feb 14. Road
communications ol southern
zone via Barisal broke down

Irom this noon as angry motor
workers halted buses following

an allack on them by some
Passengers The District
Motorjan Sramik Union

sources saiwd a number ol stu
dents and passengers atlacked
them at Shikarpur ferry ghat
this morning. reports UNB

BCS viva time
rescheduled

The wviva voce examination
of the |15th BCS scheduled to
be held at 9:30 this morming
has been shifted (o | pm today
All roncerned have been re
quesied o appear before the
examination as per resched-
uled time. reports UNB.

Sir Robin Gray. the New
Zealand Minister ol State for
Foreign Affairs will visit

Banﬁ:t_ltsh from February 17-
18. will be accompanied by
a four member delegauon, re-

ports BSS quoting official
sources

APSUcallshartal'

in Pabna today

PABNA. Feb 14 The Al
Party Students Unity [(APSU)
has called a day-long hartal in
the town from 6 am tomgrrow
to protest the killing of a
Chhatra Moitree leader
Debashish Bhattacharya Rup-
am. a student of the Rajshahi
University was stabbed to
death allegedly by the Shibir
activists on Monday on his way
to his home district Pabna.
after the closure of the
university on Sunday. reports
1/NB
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Further cut 1n advance income tax

Garments factories to
be taken out of

Finance Minister M Saifur
Rahman said yesterday an in-
dustrial estate outside the cap-
ital lor relocation of the gar-
ments factories would be set
up soon to reduce the pressure
on the stretched resources of
the crowded metropolis.

He made the annopncement
at a reception accorded to him
by the Bangladesh Garments
Manulacturers and Exporters
Association (BGMEA) yesterday
al the Hote] Sonargaon.

The proposal for a separate
industrial estate was made by
BGMEA president - Redwan
Ahmed, MP. He said such a
move would markedly ease the
traffic problem. which is be-
coming acute by the day be-
cduse of an ever-increasing
workforce migrating to the
capital for employment,

Apprecialing the proposal.
Saifur Rahman said the gov-
ermnernt would consider the

By Staff Correspondent

pmp[:-*-;il i all earnestness and

SOOM.

He agreed the traffic prob-
lem had become unbearable
and that with the relocation of
the garments industries the
problem could be reduced re-
markably .

Redwan Ahmed said about
ten lakh workers are presently
employed in over 2000 gar-
ments units spread all over the
city. A relocation of the facto-
ries would greatly reduce the
serious pressure on the city's
limited public utilities.

The Finance Minister also
announced that the advance
income tax deduction for the
garmentis sector would be re-
duced to .25 per cent from the
existing .50 per cent some-
time after Eid-ul-Fitr. espe-

cially to help the new en-
lrepreneurs.

He said a reduction of the

- pecessary steps would follow -

city

value added tax for the sector
was also being considered. The
matter was taken up at a hi{_ﬂh
level meeting on February 19,
he informed. and assured that
he would speak in favour of the

proposal.

The Finance Minister said
the problems faced by the
garments sector were not Lhe
problems of the entrepreneurs
alane, because the govern-
ment, too, was in' partnership
with the. private  sector (o

prﬂmnlf‘ tradf and industriali-
‘sation.

The government was in
constant touch with the pri-
vate entreprencurs and not a

single problem would remain
unresolved, he assured, adding
that the entrepreneurs must,
however., keep in mind the
limitations and extend. their
cooperation in the smooth
running of the state. -

=
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'MPs' resignation

Hearing of second
writ begins

Supreme Court Correspondent

Hearing in the writ petition
challenging the Speaker's
withholding of the resignation

letiers submitted by opposition

AMI's began before a special
hench of the High Court yes-
lerday.

This second writ related to
the en masse resignation by
147 opposition members of
Parliament, was filed by
Advocate Alauddin Kbhaled
while his counsel Advocale A B

M Nurul Islam inijtiated sub-* ¢

mission highlighting
points of the prayer.
Advocate Islam pleaded that
Parliament should be regulated
by the Rules of Procedure un-
der which the Speaker should
bring the facts ol resignation
to the notice of the House. "Bul
he (Speaker} had till now not
done so, in violation of the
Constitution |, he said.

major

The counsel mentioned that
under constitutional provi-
sions. by-elections to the va-
cant seats of Parliament should
be completed within 90 days
after the seats fall vacant. Afier
the resignation by 147 MPs on
December 28 last, 90 days’
time lrom that date remained
allotted for holding by-elec-
tions. but the Speaker had ob-
structed statutory lunctions of
the Election Commissiou by

thé® ‘resignation
letters, Advocate Islam said.

In his submission, the
counsel said that he would
make his reply controverting
the 12 points raised in the af-
fidavit filed for the Speaker by
his counsel Barrister Asrarul
Hossain yesterday.

The speaker's aflidavit
slites that the writ had ho

See Page 12 Col B

US ready to fund

child workers’

edn programme

A visiting team from the US
Labour Department indicated
that the United States is ready
to finance any comprehensive
programme for education of
under age workers In

Bangladesh's garment industry,
reporis UNB.

The offer was made yester-
day during its meeting with lo-
cal and international organisa-
tions on education programme
for child workers in garment
sector.

Representatives of garment
exporters, human rights
organisations. labour groups,
interpational organieatinne lie
the UNICEF and 1LO, and
NGOs were present in the
meeting at the US embassy.

The two-member team,
comprising Associate Deputy
Under-Secretary Andrew .J
Samet of the US Department
of Labour and Child Labour
Study Director Sonia A Rosen,
began a Lhree-day visit here
Monday to assess programme

Set I'age 12 Col 7
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Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia exchanging pleasantries with invitees to an Iftar party

she hosted at her 30, Hare Road official residence yesterday evening.

—3Star photo

'Exemptions from VAT

should be minimised'

A liscal expert yesterday
strongly advocated that ex-
emptlions Jrom Value Added
Tax [VAT) squeezed L0 the
minimum to avoid distortions
and cascading effect in Lhe
taxation modalily reports
UNB.

If exemption is given. the
system gets distorted . Some
distortiopns have already ap-
peared in the system. said
Shah Abdul Hannan Depuly
Governor of the Bangladesh
Bank.

Presenting a paper on VAT
al a semninar. he said it is very
necessary that exemption from
the VAT system is kept to the
minunum level despite a pres-
sure fur leaving aside many
items.

Unce exemption is given,
lax on lax reappears, real lax
incidence on gven VAT-able
iems due o non-availability of
credit, transparency of the sys-
tern is lost. the audit wrail is
disturbed. increasing the
scope ol evasion and export
suffers

1t is very urgent that after
introduction of VAT, its benefit

is not lost by distortion ol the
systen said Hannan, also a
lormmer member of the National
Board of Revenue (NBR) who
piotieered the system in the
COUntry

He felt that the country
should have a VAT with the
hroadest hase with no exemp
tion except lor basic food,
essential agriculture inputs
and on-processed agricultural
produce

For the small industry, the
central bank deputy governor
advised not 1o allow any benefit
except on the basis of a
turnover

Ome exemplion is creating
pressure for another exemp
tion.” Hannan said notng that
some industries are {[acing se.
ricus disadvamage due 10 ex
empition on substitute Industry

He said these were also
creaung serious difficulties for
administration “These distor-
tions have (10 be removed as
soon as possible for effective
administration of VAT and
success of The systemn

in addiuon

See Page 12 Col |

to the abovef
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Rubber policy,

board demanded

By Staff Correspondent

The, Bangladesh Rubber
Garden Owners Association
warnits the government to im-
mediately announce a rubber
policy and sel up a rubber de-
velopment board for removimg
problemnis laced by Lhis sector.

Addressing a press confer-
ence at the Jativa Press Club
vesterdav., the association
president Mohammed Tolazzel
Hag Malik deplored the fact
thal despite a ministerial
decision in this regard some
four vears ago neither has a
pohcy been announced nor a
board comstituted

Avcording to an assessment
by the Food and Agricultural

Orgamnisation [FAO) domestic
requirement of rubber in
Bangladesh is 15000 tons.

Currently the couniry can
et only half of its demand
fromm Jocal production

Maltk said that at the fifth
meeting of the Rubber Cell .
held at the Minisiry of
Environment and FPoresiL on
(October 25 last year. it was
decided that a rubber policy
would be nnounced shortly

Ser Page 12 Col B
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'1 hh picture, of riot police bLatmg up the dall}' M—Mﬂyaddedﬂ phnmgrapher Amf was taken by The Daily Star's Emran
Hossain seconds before he himself became the target for the policemen's wrath during yesterday's violence involving
Islami Chhatra Shibir activists at the Bangla Motors crossing in the city. Emran now lies critically lmured at the Pangu

Hospital.

Third day of
workers’ strike
passes off

By Staff Correspondent

The third day of the 96-
hour strike in the jute. yarn
and textile mills and the rail-
road barricade programme
passed off peacefully, barring a
clash at Adamjee. yvesterday.

The labour leaders, how-
ever, claimed that two more
workers. hurt in Monday's
clash. succumbed to their in-
juries al the Narsingdi Hos-
pital.

Soliaman. a worker of the
Janata Jute Mills at Ghorashal,
was killed and 100 others
were  injured in the clashes on
Monday, Of the injured, severul
were rushed to the Narsingdi
Hospital,

Joint convenor of the Pat-
Basira-Suta Kal Sangram Pari-
shad Shah Alam said. Tajul
Islam and another worker of
the Janata Jute Mills died at
the hospital yestierday.

The Depuiv Commissioner's

ullice at Narsingdi. however.
did not confirm any death in
1hie hospital.

The Sangram Parishad. a
coinbine ol four trade union
bodies and lederations of the
workers of jute. yarn and tex-

See Page 12 Col 1

LDF calls half-day
hartal in city
today

By Staff Correspondent

The Lelt Democratic Front
ILDF) has called a half-day
hartal in the city today.

The hartal call was given Lo
protest the death of jute and
textile mills workers and to
press the government accept
the demands ol the agitating
workers.

The LDF hartal. which was
announced at a rally on
Monday has coincided with the
96-hour strike and barricade
programie of the workers.

The programme began on
Sunday demanding implemen-
tation of the Wage Commission
Award.

Different political parties
and trade unions supported
the planned hartal and urged
the city dwellers to make it a
SLCCESS.

The LDF brought out a torch
procession in the cily yester

day evening to drum up public

support for the hartal

US-China talks
to avert trade
war begin today

BEIJING, Feb 14: A US del
egation arrived here today for
last-ditch talks with China to
aver! a lrade war over intellec-

tual property rights, reports
AFP
The negotiations., which

start Wednesday, are intended
to strike a compromise ahead
of a February 26 deadline for
an agreement that would fore
stall mutual trade sanctions.

The US delegation Is led by
Deputy Assistant US Trade
Representative Lee Sands.

The United States, angered
by persistent copyright viola
tions in China, especially In
compact disc recordings and
computer software. announced
earlier this month that it
would slap 100 per cent tariffs
on Chinese products il no
agreemen! s reached.

China rmmediately re
sponded with Its own list of
sanctions

havoc for an hour,

| 50 hurt as Shibir |
goes on rampage

By Staff Correspondent

Unruly activists of the pro-
Jamaat Islami Chhatra Shibir
(ICS) went on the rampage in
the city yesterday. creating
damaging
about a hundred vehicles and
injuring scores of peaple.

Al least 50 persons includ-
ing 17 constables were injured
in clashes between the police
and the ICS activists who
seemed hell-bent on creating a
situation by unleashing terror
on hapless passers-by.

Four journalists including a
minister's wife and Editor of’a
Bepigali daily Tahmina Shawkat
were also injured during the
hour-long clash thal began at
around 12:30 pm near the
Bangla Molors crossing.

Of the injured. a photogra-
pher of The Daily Star. Emran
Hossain. was admitted to the
Pongu Hospital and one Babul
Hossain to the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital with serious
injuries. medical sources saild.

Around 14 shots were fired |

and more than a dozen crude
bomnbs exploded during the
clash.

About one hundred motor
vehicles were damaged and
trafflc movement virtually
stopped during the violence.

Ramna police sajd. fourteen
persons were arrcsted from
the spot.

The trouble began when the
ICS procéssion, breaking a po-
lice cordon. tried to proceed
lowards the Prime Minister's
Secretariat to lay a : there
in protest against Sunday's vio-
lence at the Rajshahi Univer
sity.

Witnesses said, the ICS ac-
Llivists became angry when the
police on duty prevented them
froth moving towards the PM's
office.

Police at one stage started
indiscriminately baton-charg-
ing the 1CS activists -and

See Page 12 Col 5

“APolice do it yet again

By Staft Correspondent

Three press photographers,
inc liuﬂug a Daily Star man,
wire severely assaulted by the

police  while on professional
duty in the city yesterday.

The Daily Star's Emran
Hossain landed at the Pangu
lorthopaedic) Hospital with
two fractured wvertebrae just
below his neck while the two
others — Asif of the daily Al-
Mujadded and Ruhul of the
daily Sangram— were admitted
to the Dhaka Medical College
Hospital (DMCH). Emran was
also admitted there hefore be-
img shifted to the Pangu Hos-
pital where he was put under
traction and sedation.

The Islami Chhatra Shibir,
student wing of the Jamaat -e-
Islami, brought out a proces-
sion which wanted to march
towards the Prime Minister's
office, oustensibly to submil a
memorandum regarding Mon-
dav's violence on the Rajshahi

City's digital telephone
exchanges overloaded

University . campus where it
chaimed two of its activists had
heen killed by pro-BNFP
Chhatra Dal activists.

Wilnesses said the unpro-
voked, indiscriminate police
assault on the photographers
started immediately after the
Shibir activists. halted by po-
lice near the Bangla Motors
crossing, started stoning the
policemen and passing vehi-
cles.

Police opered fire and used
batons and teargas to disperse
the rioters, they said. A few
riot policemen then over-
played their hand by swooping
on some press photographers
who were taking photographs
of the police action against Lhe
Shibir men.

Witnesses said that the po
lice firsi beal up Asif of the Al
Mujadded.

When the young photogra-

See Page 12 Col 4

By Sharier Khan

Digital telephone services
i different areas of the capital
have become Lroublesome In
recent months due to imbal
anced and overloaded systems,
according 1o Telegraph and
Telephone (T & T) Board
SOUINCEes

Although digital telephone
lines are supposed to be free
from cross connections and

should have optimum services

capability. many such phones
under the Maghbazar and
Nilkliet exchanges have be

come [njested with problems
previously attributed to the old
analogue systern

From November Lo
December lasi year most digl
tal phones under the Nilkhet
and Maghbazar exchanges have
been giving delaved dialtones
According o telephone users
sometimes they have to waHt
for minutes 1o get a dialtone
or sumetimes Lheir phones
would simply go dead for a
couple ol hours

During daytime, many

phones remain cross-con
nodiedl with more  than two
lines. according' to telephone
users in Motijheel, Dilkhusa,
Shahjahanpur aghbazar,
Dhanmondi, Green Road and
other places

When contacted. Additional
Divistonal Engineer of the
Nilkhet exchange Javed
Rabbani told The Daily Star
that such problems would
continue in his exchange for
al least another two months
However, the T and T Board
has already taken measures (o
improve the digital services,
he said

In the Nilkhet exchange,
two ceniral processors (CP)
control 9.300 digital lines. But
the number of lines was noi
distributed equaly among the
two CPs One CP controls some
3000 lines and the other 6000
lines. As @ result the tele
phone lines in the second CP
have been gradually developing
various problems

See Page 12 Col 7
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PM honoured
by IAAE of
Moscow

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia has been con-
ferred the highest homorary
degree and academic gown by
the International Academy of
the Authorised Education
(IAAE]} of Moscow for her con-
tributions in the field of edu-
cation In Bangladesh, reports'
BSS,

The certificate of the de-
gree was handed to Begum Zia
at her office yesterday.

The International Academy
of the Authorised Education of
Moscow External University of
Humanities (MEUH), the lar-
gest and most popular insti-

_tutions of higher education in

Russia. also elected Begum Zia
as its honorary member,

You are world renowned
for your dedication and achie-
vements towards attaining the
programmes 1uf universal .
primary and secondary ed-
ucation by the year 2000,” the
president and secretary of
IAAE said in a letter of com-
mendation to the Prime Minis-

See I'age 12 Col 3
Nurses™ strike
- continues

By Staff Correspondent

Suffering of the patients
mounted on the second day of
the three-day nurses' strike in
government hospitals yester-
day.

A good number of patients
left the Dhaka Medical College
Hospital yesterday due to the
strike, our DMCH Lurrespun—
dent reported.

However, an emergency
squad of the striking rfurses
were attending serious pa-
tients at the hospital, he said.

Bangladesh Student Nurses
Union gave the strike call on
Sunday demanding immediate
realisation of their eight-point
charter of demands.

The nurses union is also
opposing the recruitment of
assistant nurses on the plea
that while they have to study
four years other candidates
were becoming nurses after
completing only a six-month
course.

110 held in
Rajshahi

RAJSHAHI., Feb 14: Police
rounded up 110 people from
the city early today in a bid to
pacify the situation following
widespread violence. reports

L'NB.
Nine of them were picked

up from the Islami Chhatra
Shibir office at Hetemkhan
area. Huge bows and arrows
and cocktails were also recov-
ered from the 1CS office in the
pre-dawn swoop.

Police said 32 people were
arrested for burning the uni-
versity hall, 9 held under the
Explosives Act and 60 for un-
leashing violence on the RU
campus, where three students
have been killed and more
than 100 injured in the last
three days.

Thev said the haul-up was
part of the measure to contain
the spread of terrorism and
subversive activity in the city

l'en platoons of police led

by RMP DC raided different
messes and houses of
Budhpara Binodpur,
Meherchandi, Minapur and

Dashmari around the varsity
eampus. and Hetemkhan in
the city, including the resi-
dence of a teacher of the uni-
versity and arresied the 110
people



