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Hilsa growth drastically reduced

Prompt action needed to stop

catching of juvenile fish

From Our Correspondent

CHANDPUR. Feb 13: Hilsa
known as ‘rupali ilish” Is a na-
tional fish. The fish contributes
thirty per cent of our total
production from inland
sources. it is one of the major
foreign exchange earnings.
About forty per cent fishermen
earn their livelihood by catch-
ing hilsa lish. The immature
young stage of hilsa is known
as “Jatka”. It grows in the
rivers and streams, before re-
turning to the fresh watel as
adult,

The hilsa ‘is very [fasi
swimming fish. It can run 70
km in a day. The fish is avail-
able both in sea and rivers.

Editors honoured

From Our Correspondent

MOULVIBAZAR, Feb 13:
Harunur Rashid, Editor of local
weekly The Muktakatha' has
been honoured: by the
‘American Biographical
Institute’ (ABI).

The ABI recently decided
that they will publish the biog-
raphy of Muktakatha Editor in
their fourth editor of “five
hundred leaders of influence.

This selection is made to
reflect a respect for leadership

and personal accomplishment. -

Our Correspondent from
Satkhira adds: Abdul Mutalib,
Editor of local daily. "'The Dailv
Kafela' has been honoured by
the American Biographical
Institute (ABI).

The ABI recently decided
that they will publish the biog-
raphy of 'The Dally Kafela' in
their fourth edition of ‘five
hundred leaders of influence
through out the world.

This selection is made to
reflect a respect for leadership

and personal accomplishment.
Apart from publishing the bi-

ography in leather bound
crown volume. Abdul Mutalib
will be offered a Twentieth
century achievement award.’
Abdul Mutalib has to his
credit "The Daily Kafela’
which he is publishing for the
last 25 years. He is also a
renowned social worker.

One stabbed to

death in Savar

SAVAR, Feb 13: A young
man was stabbed to death by
some unknown miscreants at
Jagatnagar village in Dhamraj
thana today. Police said
Harunur Rashid, 25, was killed
on his way to an aluminium
factory at ‘Shaturia in the
morming. The body was sent to
the Dhaka Medical College

Hospital for autnpuy, reports
UNB.

They are at present available in
other countries like Persian
Gull, red Sea., Arabian Sea.
Hilsa is found in abundant in
the rivers Padma, Jamuna.
Meghna and other riverine ar-
eas of Bangladesh. This kind of
fish is also available in India
and Burma. Hilsa is produced
seventy five per cent in
Bangladesh, twenty per cent in
India and five per cent in
Burma. The maximum harvest
of hilsa is obtained from the
river Meghna near Chandpur.
Earlier hilsa was grown
abundantly in the rivers like
Tetulia near Barisal, the Padma
near Goalanda and the Sibsa
“mvar Khulna, Out of the total
catch of hilsa about ninety per
rent are procured ‘from the
Padma. Meghna, Jamuna and
the rest ten percent*from the
Bay of Bengal. At present the
trend has been changed. It ap-
pears that about sixty per cent
hilsa is harvested from the Bay
of Bengal. Many factors are re-

sponsible for the present de- -’

cline of hilsa in the rivers. The
construction of Farakka bar-
rage by India over the river
Ganga is the major cause of the
decline of riverine hilsa of

Bangladesh.
The environmental changes

and gradial siltation of riviers
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BIWTA Invites
International Tender

Date :
CreditNo
IFB No '

February 1995
ME/NA-A/152 (Part-3)

The Government of the People's Republic pf Bangladesh
has received a Credit from the INTERNATIONAL
DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION (IDA) in vanous
currencies towards the cost of the THIRD INLAND

WATER TRANSPORT PROJECT (IWT-1HI),

and Il 1s

intended that part of the proceeds of this Credit will be
applied, through the BANGLADESH INLAND WATER

TRANSPORT AUTHORITY (BIWTA). 10 eligible
payments undes the contract fer the procurement of

I. 5 (Five) Nos. Hydrographic Survey Workboats

2. 3 (Three) Nos. Accommodation Barges.
The Executive Engineer (Naval Architecture),
Mechanical & Marine Engineering Department, BIWTA.,

BIWTA Bhaban (Third Floor),

141-143, Motijheel

Commercial Area, Dhaka— 1000, Bangladesh, now
invites (through- international Competitive Bidding)
scaled bids from eligible Bidders for the supply of all
items listed in paragraph | above.

Interested eligible Bidders may obtain further information
from and inspect the bidding documents at the office of
the Executive Engineer (Naval Architecture), Mechanical
& Marine Engincering Department, BIWTA, BIWTA
Bhabap (Third Floor), 141-143, Motijheel Commercial
Area, Dhaka- 1000, Bangladesh.

CABLE ADDRESS - AUTHORITY; TELEX NO. :
642787 RIMTA BJ FAX NO. : 880-2-231072

A complete >0t 1n duphicate of the Bidding Docaments
may be purchased by any interested eligible Bidder on
the submission of a written application 1o the above and
upon payment of a non-refundable fee of Tk 12000/-
(Taka twelve thousand) or US $ 300/- (United States

_ Dollar three hundred) only.

All bids must be accompanied by a security of not less
than (fwo per cent (2%) of Bid Amount and must be
delivered 1o the above office on or before 1100 hours on

24/4/1995.

Bids will be opened in the presence of Bidders
representatives who choose 1o attend at 1115 hours on
24/4/1995 at the office of the Executive Engineer (Naval
Agchitecture), Mechanical & Marine Engineering
Department, BIWTA, BIWTA Bhaban (Third Floor).
141-143, Motijheel Commercial Area, Dhaka-1000.

Bangladesh.

Hasan M Tarek
Executive Engineer (Naval Architecture)
Bangladesh Inland Water Transport Authority

Ilfow in the river Padma,
Meghna and other rivers. As a
result the spawning ground of
the hilsa has been decreased.
The construction of embank-
ments and irrigation projects
has also given negative impacts
on the normal functioning of
the rivers. Overfishing in the
rivers is one of the reasons of
*decline ol the hilsa [ishes,
Introduction of highly devel-
oped fishing technology and
the meehanisation of catching
have been lncreaséd. Due to
siltation in the rivers the mi-
gration ol hilsa fish from sea

water to fresh water decreas-

ing day by day. Indiscriminate

fishing of “jatka” in the rivers
throughout thé year is also re-
ducing the hilsa production of
the eountry. Hilsa is a migra-
tory fish. It is difficult to locate
its exact spawning ground.
Though it lives in the sea, the
fish leaves its egg in the estu-
ary and in the rivers. The fer-

tilized eggs of hilsa are shifted.

from one place to’another by
the current, The hilsa does not
release all eggs at a time.. The
majority of hilsa in our country
are caught at the time of
breeding seasons. As a result,
hilsa production is decreasing
day by day. The following
placv~ are identifled as the
TTikETd '-!LHL - riel YRy
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grounds of hilsa.

Duning the winter, the flow
of the water in the river is re-
duced. So, the production js
hampered. During the full
monsoon plenty of hilsa are
caught in the areas of “Aricha,
Goualanda, Godabari. Munshi-
ganj, Louhaganj under Padma
river. The hilsa is grown in
abundant in the river Meghna
from Chandpur to Shaitnol in
the north and Chandpur to.
Haimchar in the south,

According to Chandpur
River Research Institute about
four thousand metric tons of
Jatka” were caught annually in
these areas. So, catching jatka
fishes causes a great effect on
our valuable fish resources.

Hatia, Sandip and Monpura
of the Meghna region are also
famous for spawning ground of
hilsa.

It has been ﬂbsenrtd that
hilsa in flocks migrate to these
areas from the Bay of . Bengal

for spgwning during the tide of

the river.

The induced spawning of
hilsa has been successful at
Chandpur River Research
Institute. So, hilsa fish are now
cultured and. nursed in the
ponds of the institute. In fu-
ture hilsa fishes can be culti-
vated "in different ponds on
COTTH e FeT gl Vst -

= dwahis provess=ca at the Chadpur nan hish market to be delivercd in

— Star photo

Natlonal

| Kuddus--who

“

Strong committee formed

Immediate removal of
N atore DC demanded

From Our Curreapnnﬂant

NATORE, Feb 13: An
‘Andolon’ [(movenieht) com-
mittee has been - r:c:ntlg

formed in Natore demanding
removal of Azir Uddin Ahmed,
Deputy Commissioner ui’ Na-
Llore,

Advocate Mohsin-u] Haq haa

béen made the Convener of the
- "Andolon’ :

committee  which
has been protesting the DC's
unlimited corruptions, nepo-
tism and his arbitrariness.

MP. Sankar Govinda
Chewdhury and MP Abdul
ave resigned
from the Natore-2 and Natore-
4 constituencies; Khondoker
Jubayer Hossain, Chairman of
Natore Pourashava: ex-MP Ma-
jibor Rahman Sentu; Advocate -
Kamral Islam Natnre: Gono Fo-
rum President In Natore and
President of Natore Transport

+Labour Union. Aminul islam
Biswhas,

President *of North
Bengal Road Transport Assaci-
ation, Manjur Alam Hasu, Pres-
ident of Natore Bus. and
Minibus Owners' Association,
Hafex Md, Lutfar Rahman, Sec-
retary of Natore Imam Associa-
tion, Advocate Abdul Qahab,

President of Natore Humarmn

\Rights Organisation: Mobsinul

Haq, General Secretary of Na-
tore Awami League and many
other prominent personalities
of Natore have expressed their

| deep conceérn against the DC's

corruption and nepotism ac-
tivities and demanded imme-

diate removal of the’DC.

The commitiee will an-

nounce different programmes .

including hartal and barricade
in Natore if the DC is not re-
moved Immedlately

- the allegations are -

The commitiee sources

said, letters have been sent to -

the Rajshahi Divisional Com--
missioner and to the' Prime
Minister praying for immedi-

ale steps in favour uf their de- .

Iﬂlﬂ.ﬂd .

Manjur - Alam. Hasu ‘the

President of Natore Bu# and

Minibus Qwners" Association
lodged a case agairist the DC
recently in the District special
Judge's court accusing the DC
of demanding a bribe of Taka
50,000 promising,
change. cooperation from the
district. administration.

District and Sessions Judge

AKM Fazlul Karim has askécl'-

the DC, Azir Uddin Ahmed to
appear before the court at
10:30 a.m on February 12, '95
with his explanation in this re-

gard.

The committee has also
*demanded punishment of the
DC after investigating the alle-
gations against the DC, Some of

dling in managing cummlttcts'
of different organisations lfke
Natore Al .Madrassa-Tul Zam-

buria, Homeopathic Cojlege,

Ahamedpur College, Natore
Nobo-Bidban Girls' School, Na-
tore Green Academy Central
Zame Mosque and Natore
Shilpakola Academy; 2 ap-
pointing teachers in the men-
tioned - above schools and col-
leges in exchange of bribe ille-
gally Interfering in the internal

matters of Natores bus and,

minibus Owners' Association,
Nalore Bar Associatipn, Natore
Pourashava and the distriét.
Spurts Association.

From Satkhlra dlSt

Brlght prospect of
exporting handlcrafts

From Our Corespondent

SATKHIRA Feb 13: The
country has a possibility to
earnn a huge amount of foreign
currency from the export of
handicrafts made by the peo-
ple of Satkhira dtstrict if
proper attentionh is given.

The people of Satkhira,
especially the women- folk,
possess the skills of making
different kinds of jute bags and

- lextures locally called ‘chhikas’

venerally made by the women
lolk of the district during their
leisure time.

Unfortunately, the crafts-
men connected with these in-
(lustries are not getting proper
mcentives and attention.:

The women of the district
make o kind of cake with rice
powder locally called 'fool pi-

Sterilization target fails

x

100 posts of various positions
lying vacant under FP deptt

]

SATKHIRA. Feb 13: A lotal
of 100 posts of different posi-
tion hiave been lying vacant un
der Family Planning Depart-
ment of the district for the
long Uime. As a result the
activity -of the department is
being greatly hampered in the
district

According to the Deputy
Director. Family Planning
Satkhira sources, out of the 12
medical officers and 39 phar
macists, 8 posts of medical of-
ficers and 38 posts of pharma-
cists respectively have been ly-
ing vacant for long time
Moreover., 17 posts of family
welfare assistanis, 8 posis of
nurses. four posts of thana
lamily planning assistants, and
seven posts of family planning
wellare inspectors are vacand.

On the other hand posi of
assisiant director, accountani
store keeper. Lypist have been

e

One drowns,
another commits
suicide in
Bhola

BHOLA. Feb 13: A young
man was reportedly drowned
in the river Tetulia near Char
Bedaria union in sadar thana
police said. reports UNB

Aecording w family sources
Nurul Ilsilam. 25, of the same
union went to catch fish in the
river with a B boat alone
Thursday and his body was
seen floating after eight hours

It is suspected that Nurul
islam fell down from the beoal
while catching fish with his
net and drowned in the river

Another report (rom
Moulvibazar adds: A young man
named Abdun Noor, son of one
Riaz Ullah. of Ruposhpur in
Sreemangal thana of the dis-
trict allegedly committed sui-
cide by hanging from a tree on
Wednesday

From Abu Ahmed

lying vacant since long. Five
posts of female word helpers
and 3 posts of MLSS have been
Tying vacant in the department.

According to reports the
number of fertile couple in the
district is about 3 lakh 6 thou-
sand There are 10 sleriliza-
tion centres. 56 family plan-
ning centres and 468 satellile
clinics in seven thanas of the
district for implementing the
familv planning programmes.

The target of the sterilization
programme could nét be
achieved in the district due to
vacancies ol post during the
last lour linancial vears com

mencing from 1990-91 to
1993-94,

According to a record the
target ol sterilization was fixed
al lwo thousand 8 hundred B
in 1990-9] financial year but
oplv 6 hundred 49 persons
were sterilized out of targeted
3 thousand 5 hundred 35, the
department was able Lo sieril

lzed only 929 persons in
1991-92 in the following fis al
vear |1992-93 onlv 433 pwi

sons were sterilized out of tar-
gel 3937 persons and the last
financial year (1993-94) 486
persons were steriljized out of
the target of 3 thousand 8
hundred 48 persons. During
the last fear financial years
percehtage of achievement was
23 per cent, 26 per cent, 11
per cent and 13 per cent re-
spectively.

On the other hand, pro-
gramme of injection method in
this regard has also been
greatly hampered due to con-
cerned stafl shortage of the
department in the district
during the said period. it-is re-

ported. The achievement of
percentage of this method was

only 30 per cendt, 39 per cent.
44 per cent and 57 per cent
respectively during the last
four financial years.

People of the district have
urged upon the concerned au-
thorities, to arrange of fill up
the vacant posts immediately
for the success of the family
planning programmes in the
districi

SATKHIRA BSamsul Karim, Additional Divisionak Commis-
sioner, Khulna, distributing prize to a competitor who par-
fticipated in cultural competitions held under auspices of the
Satkhira Central Public Library on the occasion of week long

Book Fair-95 ended recently

*

—Star photo |

_tha’ or ‘pakkan pitha." Many of

the distinguished fﬂrengn
guests praised the arts of fool
pithas’ (flower Cdkegj when
presented to them by the local
people.

The experienced circle feel
that the authorities concerned
should examine the viabilities
fot exporting the above handi-
crafts and cakes which accord-
ing to them possess the po-

tentialities of earning foreign .

éxchange and remove unemr
ployment problems of the dis-
trict to a great extent.

A kind of nylon rope espe-
cially used for the purpose of
tying the whistles belonging to
army and police personnel
with uniforms is made by some
woinen of the district.

But the makers of these
profitable commodities are not
paid well,

Many of the people of the
district make fine bamboo and
cane baskets of various types
during their leisure
mainly in rainy seasons.

Sometimes they are beauti-
fully eoloured with a view to
making them attractive. Many
women make excellent em-
broidery works on these bas-
kels and hand fans. But the
crallsinen of these handicrafts
do not feel encouraged for lack
of mln:imumatﬂnisat,tnn.

Anti-smuggling
drive geared up
in Satkhira

From Our Correspondent

SATKHIRA. Feb
anti-smuggling drive has been

geared up through out the_

bordering areas of Satkhira
district.

The jawans of 21 rifles bat-
talion recovered huge quanti-
lies of smuggled goeds
amounting to Taka one crore
twenty two lakh sixty three
thousand 82 during the mouth
of January '95.

A total of seven cases were .

registered in different thanas
and 12 alleged smugglers were
arrested in this connection
during the period.

According to local BDR
sources, smuggled goods
worth Taka one crore twenty
lakh ninety four thousand two
hundred 42 were seized while
heing smuggled into
Bangladesh from India and
sufuggled goods worth Taka
one lakh sixty nine thousand
one hundred were seized

“while being smuggled out from

Bangladesh to India.

Committee formed
to probe into
clash incidents

in shrimp enclosures

KHULNA, Feb 13: A two-
member committee has been
formed to probe Into the re-
cent clashes for and against
the shrimp culture in Batia
ghata thana area of the district,
reports UNB.

The Additional
Magistrate and Additional
Police Super of Khulna are
members of thg body, official
sources said.

in ex-

1 med- . Children- Award

The Baily Star.9

Deputy Commissioner of

Uilding Ahmed,
Natore giving away prizes among the winners of National

SATORE. AXar
competition held recently organised
by the district 'Shishu Academy' at the local ecouncil
auditorium. — Star photo
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