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NEWS BRIEFS
FF's executive body

By Staff Correspondent

A new 4]-member execu
tive body of they Bangladesh
Muktijeddhd Sangsad was
formed yesterday with Princi-
pal Ahad Chewdhury as the
Chairman. Othgr members ol
the body include S M Badrud
doza  Shah Alam Talukder.
Anwar Hossain. SM Jahangir
Alam. Sultan Ahmed Raja and

Zainal Abedin (vice chairman),

MA Rashid. Enamul Hugq
Chowdhury and Harun Habib
{Secretaries General) and Md
Yunus Mia. Shamsul Huq
Hamde Rabbi and Ayub Al
Khan |(Joint Secretary Gener-
als).

Tk 13 lakh
snatched

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. Feb 13:
About Tk 13 lakh was allegedly
snaiched at gunpoint this
aftermoon from Lalkhan Bazar
by a group ol miscreants. po-
lice said. The incident took
place when the momey, was
. being talken by a miercbus by
the stall of a company to de-

posit with a bank. The miscre-

anis over powered Lhe stall
and snatched the meney. They
alse exploded crackers while
fleetng in an autorickshaw. A
case was filed with Double-
mooring thana.
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Second day of workers' strike

One killed, 100 injured

At least one industrial
worker was killed and nearly
100 injured in clashes be-
tween the siriking workers
and the police and BDR at
Ghorashal in Narsingdi district
on the second day of the 96-

hour strike and barricade pro- .

grammes yesterday.

The Deputy Commissioner
ol Narsingdi confirmed the
cdeath of the worker. Solaiman
of Janata Jute Mills,

The workeérs. enraged by
the police action, stormed the
Ghorashal Flag railway station
and set the station office afire.
They also removed some one
kilometre rait track near the
slation.

Besides, a worker uf the :

Dhaka Jufe Mills, Abul Hashem
Khan, seriously injured in
Sunday's clash at Postagpla in
the clt}n died at the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital yes-
terday.

Meanwhile. (he Léft Demo-

By Staff Correspondent
cratic Front, an alliance of the
parent political parties of the
agitating labour bodies. has
called a 6 am-12 noon hartal in
the capital tomofrow in
‘protest against the killings
and to press for their de-
mands'.

The call for Ef'x hour hartal
was given at a rally of the front
at Noor Hossain Square in the
city yesterday afternoon.

Four trade union les and
federations of the wdrkers of
jute, textile and yarn mills,
both in the public and private
sectors had announced the
sirike and barricade pro-
gramme demanding, among
other things. implementation
of the Wage Commission
award. :
Rail and road communica-
tons in the country were dis-
rupted as the agitating work-
ers put up. barricades on the
routes from 8 am to 2 pm.

Ac¢cording to ~ Railway

‘Sylhet,

sources. a good number of in-
ter-city and local trains were
stranded or delayed by several
hours due to barricades on rail
lines, '

The Jalalabad prress from,
the Chittagbng-bowund
Karnaphuli Express, Joyantika
Express. Egurosindhu Express
and the Isha Khan Express

trains faced obstruction by the |

workers. at different points.

The clashes at Ghorashal
broke out when police and
BDR personnel tried to halt a
m#itant procession of the
workers from the Janata Jute
Mills near a police outpost in
the industrial town at about
10.30 am, witnesses and po-
lice said.

The procession was “joimed
by several hundreds workers
from the Cooperative, Fauji,

Pubali and National jute mills .

later, they said adding at one

stage the workers gheraoced

See Pape 12 Col 4

A puhut:mdn f'u:mg ) t.Edrgus u.hell H.La cruwd of unruly prute-lit-r- gttl‘nered on. I'.he uthﬁ E
of the DND Canal along the Dhaka-Narayanganj highway. Y. -1crday was the second day of
the jute angd textiles workers' road-rail blockade prng‘ramn:u

Special immunization
drive from mid-Mar

By Reaz Ahmad

A special lmmunization
drive to eradicat® polio froin
the country and elevaie immu-
iization coverage of six anti-
gens of the Expanded Pro-
gramme on lImmunization
(EP1) to BO per cent starts off
from mid-March.

According to the Health
Ministry sources, al children
of the counury under 5 years of
age. accounting for 16 per

{ cent:of the total population,

will come under this special
month-long drive styleds the
'EPl National Immuniaation
Day (NIDJ)'. which will begin on
March 16 throughout the
couniry.

Governmenis of (he stales
allending the 1990 World
Summit for Children had fxed
a mid-decade goal — immu-
nizdtion against the six major
vacrine- preveniable diseases of
childhood (o reach at least 80
per cent in all countries and
elimination of polio in selected
countnes and regions.

The six antigens of the EPI
are — diphtheria, pertussis
(whooping cough), tetarfus
(commonly known as DPT) and
polio. measles and tuberculo-
sis,

The forthcoming drive is
aimed ail atiaining the mid
decade goals and thereby ma
neuvvering onwards 10 achieve
the targets of the year 2000.

. age

said lealth Ministry sources.

Thousands of local youth
volunteers were being re-
cruited at the nearly 70.000
villages in the country to make
the 'eradicate polio' drive a
complete success. the sources
added. a

Explaining various features
pf the special immunization
drive, a highly placed source in
the ministry told The Daily
Star around two crore under-5
children in the country will be
given two doses of Oral Polio
Vaccine *(OPV) during the
month-long drive

According to KAMONA — a

 sttuation analysis report on

Dhaka Division. planned and
prepared by the Joint Gov

ernment UNICEF Advisory
Group WGUAG) — DPT and po-
o coverage was exiremely low
1] late last vear |1 stressed
that an urgenl acton was nec

cssary o mncrease Lhe cover

ralg of polio coverage
was recorded al only 60 per
cent at that time, whereas Lthe
DPT and polio coverage rate in
the developing world was
recorded at 78 per cent in
]993.

The percentage of fully im
munized one-year-old children
in Bangladesh till 1993 was —
DPT-74 polio-74 measles 7|
and wuberculosis-95.

> Page |2 Col 8

One person was killed and
arfother wounded when police
opened fire, on a mob  ai
(ihorasal under Narsingdi dis-
trict yesterday according to a
Press Note here last night, re-
ports BSS.

The situation is now mnnal
at Ghorasal. the Press Note is-
sued by the Home Ministry
said.

The government called
upon the concermed labour or-
v.anisations to refrain from
destructive programmes like
barricade gherao and strike in
the greaier mational interesi

See Page 12 Col |
Hasina says in US
'No security of

life, property

In country

Awagn League president
Sheikh 1l.sina said the country
had fallen into an abysmal cri-
sis #due to the misrule and fail-
ure ol the government, reporis
LINB. . .

"W has now become im-
perative to establish a people's
governimen! through a free and
fair election, Lo get rid ol this
crisis.” she told a meeting of
expulriate Bangladeshis and
Awami Licapgue workers at

Se Page |2 Col 6
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A bus fell into a roadside d:h:h near Hunuu on th M.l leljrlqlnj diversion road

| yesterday Angry people set fire to the bus after evacuating its trapped passengers — Star photo

(_}"-L.r -_I.i.llI‘Ed in saffrnn sarees celehratmg the advent of .apnng on ﬁrut day of the Bengah munth of Falgun“near the Dhaka

University's TSC yesterday
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Justice A H-

Who decides? | Another RU student |
murdered

By Staff Correspondent

Who, decides Lthe length and
the business ol Parliament?
The business advisory cem-
mittee, the ruling party. the
cabinet. ' the Speaker or any
other individual?

The question was asked :

yesterday by a section of rul-
ing party MPs and some offi-
cials of the parliament secrea
lariat following adjournment of -
the session till 11 am today.

The business advisory
committee at a meeting last
Thursday. had decided to pro-
rogue the current 18th session
yeglerday.

Speaker Shaikh Razzak Ali,
the chairman of the committee

and Chief Whip Khandaker

Delwar Hossain confirmed this,
But suddenly. Lthe decision_
was' changed without any

communittee. The Spedker was
net in the capital
informed by his office that the

See Page 12 Col 6

the . Jadvisery .

and he was

From RU Correspondent

. RAJSHAHI. Feb 13: A Ra-
jshahi University student. De-
bashish Bhattacharya, was
stabbed to death by some
unidentified vouths today while

‘he was on his way home in

Pabna after the closure of the
university yesterday.

According to witnesses, a -

group ol about 15 wvouths
blocked the bus he was travel-
ling in at Choudapaya near the
university. dragged him out
and stabbed him brutally.

Debashish succumbed to his
injuries on his way to Pabna.

A third-vear student of

| Marketing, Debashish was a
" member of the Bangladesh Ch-
hatrg Moitree and a resident of

the Habibur Rahman Hall of
the university,

The inciderit is reportedly a
sequel to Sundav's clash be-

tween the Jatiyatabadi Chhatra
Dal (JCD) and the Islami Chha-
tra Shibir (ICS) in which two
students were killed.
Meanwhile, a half-day hartal
called by the ICS was nhﬂcwed
here today- protesting the

‘killing of the two students,

claimed to be the members of
Lhe organisation.

All vehicles staved off the
streets-during the hartal hours.
No untoward incident was,
however, reported.

At a rally after the hartal.
the ICS leaders blamed the ac-
tivists of the dJatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal .(JCD) for the
killing of two RU students on

Sunday and demanded o
“Ishment to the killers. le.q*;

The ICS leaders filed with
the Motihar thana last night
| See Page 12 Col 1

Counsel tells in writ heanng

Opposmon MPs breached oath

By Supreme Cu.urt Currﬁspondent ; - .
and the ruling party have failed

The uppusiuﬂn MPs have
breached their vath and dam-
aged the Constitution by sub-
nuitting resignatlions ¢n masse,
said the counsel lor the peti-
tioner in the writ challenging
the resignations by 147 oppo-
sitiorr Jaliya Sangsad members.

“As pér their oath, the MPs
were - to discharge duties by
sacrificing personal interest,
but in Lthis case they collec-

1 tively damaged the Consti-

tution.” said Advocate Moksu-
cfur Rahman citing Article 148
ol 1the Constitution.

He also said that the court
has the inherent right and re-
sponsibility to protect and in-
lerpret the constitution.

It was the ninth day of hear-
ing of the writ filed by
Advocate Touflq Hossain chal-
lenging the validity of the ‘'mass
resignations. being heard by a
special bBench of the High
Court. _

The bench comprising
Mahmadur
Rahman. Justice Kazi Ebadul
Huq and Justice Abdul Karim,
is to hear another writ filed by
Alauddin Khaled challenging
the withholdirfig of the resig-
nation letters by the Speaker

The petitioner's lawyer
submitted that the intention of
the en masse resignations is to
ri-ulisc the demand of a care-

Laker government to supervise
the next general elections.
Their action was aimed at
crippling Parliament. But they
could not do %o since the ma-
jority party was still in the
House, hé added.

He pointed out that the
preamble to the Constitution
has given solemn responsibility
upon every citizen, including
the opposition members as
well as the court, to uphold
and proiect the Conpstitution.
But buth the opposition parties

HC begins hearing

~of writ against
judges’ promotion

By Staff Correspondent

Hearing of a wrft petition
challenging the promotion of
three junior district judges to
the post of Joint Secretary in
the Law Ministry began yester-
day before a division bench of
the High Court,

Filed by Md Aftab Uddin, -

divisional special judge of Chit-
tagong the writ challenged
the promotion order of July
31, 1994 on the grounds that
it was done hy superseding the
seriiors and without consulta-
Lkl with the Supreme Court,
See Page 12 Col 8

to uphold the image ‘of the
Constitution. he pleaded.

The petitioner’'s counsel
also said that the responsibility
of the opposition members is
to attend Parliament, but they
fatled to discharge their duties
and deprived the people who
voted them to wvoice their de-
mands in the House.

In reply to a question put by
the court, Moksudur Rahman

"said that democracy has to

work on the basis of majoritar-
ianism and any amendment of
the Constitution is to be done
by a two-thirds majority of
Parliament members, Any Bill

. can- be passed by a simple ma-

jority but that cannot amend
the Constijution, he further
said.

The petitioner's counsel
said that the submission of
resignation letters by opposi-
tion members en masse had a
political motive. He alleged
that botl? the Treasury and
Opposition Members In
Parliament were busy messing
up the Constitution to achjeve
their political goals. |

Advocate Rahman argued
that the petitioner, as a citi-
zen, was an aggrieved person
and it was his fundamental

right to seek remedy of his
See Page 12 Col 3

Delhi plans polls

in Kashmir
NEW DELH!. Feb 13 India
wanis 1o bold legislative elec-
tions tir e troubled northern

state of Kashmir in a bid to
end a bloody Muslim separatist
campaign. President Shankar
Dayal Sharma said today. re-
porfs AFP

The President also told
Parliament on the first day of
its budgel session that New
Delhit wanted better relations
withh Islamabad but that
Pakistan continued 1o meddle
in India s internal affairs.

Sharma said in a speech
that Prime Minister PV
Narasimha Raos Congress (1}
government was vigorously
pursuing "the objective ol re
vival of the democratic pra-
cess’ in Kashmir. now ruled
directly by New Delhi

“The work of revision of the

See Page 12 Col 2

istry on

Riyadh expels over one
lakh illegal foreigners

RIYADH, Fely 13: Saudi Ara-
bia has expelled more than
100 000 [oreigners whe had
been living illegally in the
Kingdomr. Interior Minister
Prince Nayef Ibn Abdel Aziz
announced Loday. reports AFFP.

He gave no specific time
frame. but the Interior Min-
January 1 ordered
foreigners without residency
permits to leave ‘immediately
and threatened jall sentences
of up to two. years and 25,000
dollar fines for anyone employ-
ing them

“The ministry has success-
fully carried out its campaign
of expelling foreigners Hving
here illegally, and more than
100.000 have left,” the Saudt
press agency quoted the min-

ister a® saying.

He warned ol tougher pun-
ishment for those who ignored
the order.

The campaign has mainly
targeted ptigrims who stayed
an after visiting Meécca and
were hired illegally by compa-
nies or individuals.

Around a million people
flocked to Mecca last year for
the annual pilgrimage or Hajj.

Saudi Arabia expelled sev-
eral thousand Egyptians and
Astans last year who had been

working here illegally.

Saudi Arabia has almost five
milllon foreigners out of total
population of 18 milllon, ac-
cording to unofficial esti,
mates.

Tk 936 cr extra,
fund for ADP

The government yesterday
endorsed the demands of dif-
ferent ministries and ADP exe-
cuting agencies for an addi-
tional fund of Tk 936 crore
under the current Annual De-
velopment Programme, re-
ports UNB.

With the extra allocations,
okayed in an extended meet-
ing of the Planning Commis-
sion with Finance Minister M
Saifut Rahman in the chair,
the size of the 1994-95 ADP

will now increase to ﬂbuu[ TR ;
12,000 .crore.

The meeting, which re-
viewed various aspects of the
ongoing ADP. also decided to
divert resources from a num-
ber of slow-going mipistries to
the fast-moving ones, at:l:ﬂrﬂ

additional allocation will only
be made on the basis of

lormance ol ‘the ministries
See Page 12 Col 7

Dev projects: 97
out of 348 govt
pledges fulfilled

'By Staff Correspondent
Ninety seéven government
pledges regarding develop-
ment projecis out of 348 made
during the first 10 sessions of

- the present Parliament have so

far been fulfilled, a report of
the Standing Committee on
Government Pledges said yes-
terday.

Most of the other prujﬁ‘:tu
on which commitments were
made by the Prime Minister
and her cabinet colleagues
were either being imple-

. mented or were under study,

said the report placed in par-
liament yesterday.
' See Page 12 Col 7

Nurses, employees
begin 3-day strike
By Staff Correspondent

Nurses and class four-em-
ployees in gevernment hospi-
tals abstained from duties yes-
terday, the first day of . their
three-day strike demanding
abolition of the Centre for
Management Excellence and
Qualfty Assurance Programme
(CMEQAJ.

However., an emergency
squad of nurses including
some diploma students at-
tended the serious patients.

Our DMCH correspondent
says. doctors at the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital, as
well as other hospitals in the

See Page 12 Col 6

Fake telephone
exchange found
in Sylhet: 1 held

From Staff Correspendent

SYLHET, Feb 13: Sylhet
Kotwali police last night ar-
rested one person on a charge
of running an illegal ‘overseas
telephone exchange in the
towTl.

Police said, there are sev-
eral illegal firms in Sylhet
town which had been runaing
the unauthorised business of
overseas calls. Some of them
also often divert the call
charges in the name of some
genuine and innocent sub-
scribers, it is alleged. -

A case in this connection
was lodged with the police on
Thursday police seized some
documents from an unautho-
rised telephone firm.

The Superintendent of po-
lice is investigating the case.



