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The 'Invisible' Economy

OME 500 inillion  peop
le in Asla are estimated
to be in absolute poverty.

About 50 per cent of the
people in Bangladesh live
below the poverty line. The
country's Fourth Five-Year Plan
(1990-95) reveals that 51 per
cent ol the rural popwation
and 65 per cent ol the urban
population are poor
Bangladesh's poverty rate is

high compared to Korea
(below 5 per cent). Indonesia.
Malaysia and Thailand

(between 15 and 20 per cent)
and many other countries of
the world. In the past, the role
of the informal sector In
poverty alleviation has been
overlooked But now develop-
ment thinkers, planners. pol

icy makers, NGOs and devel-
opment institutions of many
courntries have recognized the
crucial role of the informal
sector in poverty alleviation by
creating employmeiit opportu

- nities and income generating
activities in the rural and ur-
ban areas.

The definition of informal
sector continues (o be one of
the most controversial issues
which haunts many re-.
searchers in this area. Actually
there 1s no credible and work-
able definition of IFS. Accord-
ing to UNIDO. informal sector
means traditional sector par-
ticularly located in the-rural
areas. It is also referred to as
the "hidden". "invisible”. and
“irregular” economy. According
lo a writer, IFS include small
unregulated family-based en-
lerprises as well as other small
units using some wage labour
[Vigar Ahmed). Anether defini-
tion includes in the IFS all
non-industrial establishments
with fewer than 20 workers
and all industrial establish-
ments with fewer than 10
workers which are not covered
by the Factories Act 1934 in
the IFS (Gusinger and Igfan). It
may also be defined in terms of
a number of characteristics
such as low paid. uncer-
tain/irregular job,
. skill/productivity, low capital-
labour ratio, usage of labour -
intensive technolo and
indigenous resources/raw. ma-
terials, family ownership of

enterprise. a mixture of full
time. part time apprentice or

unpaid family labour, and above
all a relative ease of entry.
Retail trade, self-employ-
ment, and small size firrhs aré
the three important character-
istic feature of IFS. Retail trade
may consist of permanent.
temporary and home-based
establishment and employ-
ment by working proprietor,
unpaid family members and
.others. A self-employed or own
account worker is a person
who operates an enterprise or
business on his account or op-
erates it jointly with others in
the form of partnership. A self-
employed person may or may
not hire workers to assist him
in his enterprise. Small lirms

low .
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means a industrial unit in
which persons employed less
than 10 in number. Small
firms can easily escape [iscal
laws, disregard national labour
controls, can pay lower wages
and are free to hire and fire
workers if so desired.

The informal sector plays a
vital role in promoting rural
development through allevia
tion of poverty by creating em-
ployment opportunities and
augmenting income of the
poor. It has the high potential
to reduce income inequality,
develop local initidtive. pro-
mote balanced regional growth
through dispersal of economic
activities, earn foreign ex
change, make industrial re-
structuring easier.. create en-
trepreneurial skills and per-
form a useful role in the pro-
cess of industrialization. In-
formal economic activities also
can play a major role in en-
hancing women participation
in econgmic development by
providing women employment
opportunities which will fur
ther help in the upgradation of
socio-economic dondition of
the country. In one word, it
can be said that informal sec-
tor play a vital role in respect
of creating employment. in-
come generation, value added,
self-reliance and aeceleration
ol economic growth. According

to the country’'s Labour Force
Survey (1983-84) the national

 level 38.3 per cent of the total’

employed population were
self-employed of which 40.8
per- cent accounts for ‘male and
16.55 per cent accounts for
female. In the non-agricultural
sector 39.85 per cent were

_self-employed and 7.3 per cent

were unpaid family worker and
in the agricultural sector 22.2
per cent were unpaid family

worker. The highest percent-

age (77.4 per cent] was re-
ported as sales workers indi-
cating the large proportion of
small retail operations which
characterize this sector. Small
size firms constitute a sizable
portion of the overall industrial
structure in most of the devel-
oping countries. Small firms
such as handloom and cottage
industries can create employ-
ment in the form  of self-em-
ployment. Temporary estab

lishments are housed under
temporary sheds or open sky
and operate at uncertain times.
Non-agricultural activities such
as cottage industries, shops or
workshops in or within its
premise are classified as
household with premised
based economic activity. These
two are the characteristic fea-
ture of [FS..

Retail
trade/shops/establishments is
also a characteristic feature of
IFS. According to the
Bangladesh Census of non-
Farm Economic Activities and
Disabled Persons- 1986, this is
the largest sector in terms of
number of establishment with
1052 thousand establishments
and 2.38 million persons en-
gaged. Manufacturing and
irade are two sectors where
significant number of unpaid

family workers are engaged
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52.7 per cent and 39.2 per
cent respectively of the total
unpaid family workers in all
economic sectors. The coun-
try's Draft FFYP reveals that
the industrial sector provides
employment to 3.09 million
people (11.1 per cent of total
employment) of which one-
third each is employed in
large, medium and modern
small industries, handloom
sub-sector and other cottage
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industries

In the GDP structure infor-
mal sector contribute a signifi-
cant pertion. According to an
estimate, the contribution of
the cettage and handloom in-
dustries together comes to Tk

570 crore 2 7 per cent of
GDP or one-third of value
added by manulaciuring sector
Together with small industries

il accounts for over hall of in-
dustries contribution to GDP
According to the Handloom

Census, Handloom Sectors
gross output value was Tk
23279 milion and gross value
added was Taka 10016 million
Moreover expanding rural
micro enterprises helonging to
informal secior can serve im
portant needs lor the rural
population as a whole By ex
panding micro enlerprises it
may be possible to take advan-
tage ol rural electrification
systeni extensions from which
rural communities will be able
to enjoy social benefits Profits
earned in the trading sectlor

may be I.IWF?\‘HI or loaned for
use in small"enterprises or ru-
ral construction. Small firms in
IFS helps lirms in formal sec

tor by producing intermediate
products omn sub-eentracting
hasis. Firms in formal sector
nsed labour contracting to save

capital and labour and to avoid |

the high cést associated with
labour laws. Small firms also
can niake best use of formal
seciors unusable waste,
darbage and materials as raw
materials.

It is clefir therefore that the
informal sector’ has an impor-
tant role to play in the econ
omy of Bangladesh. But in
H.uu.ilmlrﬁh it is seen that in-

lormal scotor lius heen over-
looked 1 e 1or B lntian of

governuuient policies pdrucu
larly relating (o development
strategy. Moreover, lack of ad-
equalte institutional
credit/finance. raw materials,
lraining. appropriate technol-
ogy. adequate government
support, marketing facilities
tor products. and electricity
supply. etc? stand in the way
promoting ol informal sector
related activities. With a view
Lo encouraging informal sector
aclivities to increase it's par-
ticipation in the economy for
alleviation of poverty through
creating employment and in-
come, a inlormal sector

friendly enviromment and pol-
ICY Imeasures is necessary pre-
condition. Some important
suggested measures [or pro-
moting informal economic ac-

. tivities are as follows:

Iin Bangladesh the lack of

cess o oréedit e

AS d g,rﬂﬂl
hindranee in respect ol pro-
motion ol inforrmal economic

activities. With a view 1o
poverty alleviation. peoples
access 10 credit should be en-
sured by establishing a wiable
informal sector-oriented
credit system by which ex-
tending credit to the poor
people living below the poverty
line will be ensured. For ex-
tending credit facilities credit
institutions specifically meant
for the IFS enterprises can be
created. Existing credit insti-
tutions rules, regulations, their
attitudes towards credit re-
ceiver. hindering rural poor
people from borrowing. shall
have to be abolished.

About half of the population
living in rural areas are
women. Most of them belong
to the informal sector. To uti-
lize women development po-
tentiality. credit shall have to
be made more accessible to
Lthe female members of the IFS
by providing credit on easy
lerms and simplifying the pro-
cedure of credit disbursement
and giving other appropriale
service support which, in turn,
will increase women's produc-
tivity. ability to increase their
incomes and participation in
the off-farm activities within
the informal sector. It is seen
that women are better credit
risks than men, and that they

have higher repayment than

large bank clients.

Due to lack of adequate
training (such as management,
accounting, technical and
marketing)] and education,
people within the informal
sectar failed to get any finan-
cial services, support from var-
lous financial institutions. Var-
ious studies show that educa-
tion and training are important
component of HRD. For giving
lraining in case of manage-
ment. marketing and finance
numerous training centres can
be set up which will supply re-
quired trained manpower in
the Informal sector.

It may also be said that no
economic activities/action to-
wards development can suc-
ceed without participation of
it's informal sector. Along with
the formal sector of the econ-
omy, the informal sector's
participation is essential as
these two co-exists and are in-
lerdependent. The informal
sector can be a base for
poverty alleviation by creating
employment and income gen-
erating activities. The prime
task of the government should
be., by recognizing the eco-
nomi¢ contributions of this
sector, to pay more attention
laking positive ‘action for the
development of this sector in
order to lift the country out of
the present morass of poverty.

._The writer is a Rescarch
Officer at Bangladesh Ceoentre
Jor Advanced Studies.

Trade Liberalization and its Impact-Ii|

Women's role in trade pol-

icy formulation:

. Women's role in trade pol-
icy formulation and implemen-
tation is virtually non-existent.
Women workers had no trade
union and women issues .got
very little emphasis in the
agenda of the tradé unions
which are generally male dom-
inated. Trade union activities
in women dominated garmenis
ipdustries remains ﬂ?rﬁ:wg

¢ pol-

icy formulation and implenier-

tation, the female planner and

administrations are virtually
non-existent and the sugges-
tiens related to the gender is-
. .sues are not reflected in the
' policies. Although some posi-
tive changes have taken place
with regards to social attitudes
to women's participation in
economic activities, violence.
against women is on the rise,
Religions fundamentalism
tends to constrain women's
movement. However, there is
heightened consciousness
against such retrogressive ac-
tivities is also visible in the-
' civil society. New spaces have
as well been created 'by com-
munity based, NGO sponsored
and neighbourhood institu-

tions. All these organizations -

are now trying to establish dia-
logues with the state and the
civil society. These go beyond’
simple 'Survival Strategies' and
have the potential of creating
new centres of dialogue and
mutual assistance. The main-
stream politics has not yet
recognised the potential of
thesé new centres and hence

the whole process of women's

dialogue with the political par-
ties is still in transition.

Gender implication of
Uruguay Round
Agreement:

The extent of employment
of women labour force criti-

cally depends on the proper

functioning of the export of
oriented industries. The ap-
proval of cross retaliation, in-
clusion of labour standard as a
component for international
trade in the Uruguay Round
Agreement made the export
ariented industries vulnerable.
The traditional comparative
advantage theory lost its posi-
tion because the use cheap
labour of third world countries
. are considered as unfair trade
advantage or soclal dumping in

trade negotiations. These and

other protectionist instru-

ments is bound to exert nega-
tive influence and thus the
women labourers will be the
worst hit working population.
It contains great deal of
truth that the growth of RMG
depends on favorable treat-
ment ‘which Bangladesh re-
ceives under the Multi-Fibre
Arrangements (MFA)} which is
expected to be phased out over

the next 10 years under thé
Uruguay Round. e ereation

of NAFTA (North American
Free Trade Area) ravates
the bleak future of this women
labour intensive production
process in the medium run.
There have not been serious
efforts at sensitising people
from all walks ,of life, not to
speak about women..about the
consequences of Uruguay
Round Agreement.- The media,
NGOs political parties have
some how did not take the is-
sues related to this Agreement.
Impact of' liberalization on
Women's labour time, time
management, consumption of

' public services, women's well-

being ( health, nutritional sta-
tus, access to basic needs),

" women's security and self re-

spect etc have not yet come
into public realm in effective
manner. Both state and civil
society can continue to ignore
these overall issues mainly be-
cause of the overall failure in
linking the economic issues
with politics and culture of the
country. | ; !

Conclusions and
Recommendations: in
search of alternative
adjustment

The changing international
trade activities posed serious
challenge to the women of
Bangladesh. Women of
Bangladesh proved to be équal
by breaking the social taboos
and ignoring the social sanec-

- tions joined the urban labour

force and proved to be effi-
cient. The light and less skill
intensive production activities
are suitable for women "and
there eéxists considerable
scope in the export oriented
assembly line industries.

it is observed that the fe-
male-male wage differential in
industries is lower for workers
‘with higher skills and higher
education. To achieve gender
equity social sectors, particu-

larly education and health
should receive more allocation.
Greater emphasis should be
placed on women's education

- . and health.

For effective planning to

- achieve gerider equity, data

should be disaggregated by
gender. - '

To enable women to receive
effective protection {from eéxist-

ing laws, legal training and le--

gal aid services should be
strengthened.

In trade policy formulation, |

likely effects on women should’
be carefully analyzed.
Assistance should giyen 1o
those industries which employ
proportionally more women.

In macro policy formulation
the non-monetized ‘activities,
principally done by women,
should be taken care of so that
incentives for these activities
can be given. :

Protection should be given
to the, self-emnployed women
through trade .policy instru-
ments and this will have posi-
tive impacl on elflorts in allevi-
ating poverty. Specially hand-
loom sector should be pro-
tected. o

Finally, given the nature of

the global economic recession

and far reaching changes
which have been undergoing
all-around the world, it will be
perhaps naive to assume that
no adjustment is needed. Of
course, there is a need for ad-
justment. But who will adjust
and what types of adjustment?
Pelicy reforms, including those

~ related to trade, in Bangladesh

have not ,originated from
indigenous policy analysis.

Neither all segments of the so-
ciety, including women, have
béen consulted. The donor
driven reforms, often encour-
aged growth which instead of
reducing poverty augmented it,
So there is a need for wider
policy dialogues with different
classes/groups of people which
are now falling apart. The po-
larisation coupled with pas-
teurisation may create a situa-
tion in a country Jike

Bangladesh where democracy
may be the casualty. In such a

situation, the women will be
lhe net loosers as many of
thelr 'new initiatives' for eoop-
eration will be seriously af-
fected. Hence policy makers
should not get carried away by
only improve growth. That
growth has to be decen-
tralised, poverty reducing and
gender sensitive,

|

adequate credit or people's ac-
careful reading of
James Novak's #ascin-

A ating, indeed outstan-

ding, work, Bangladesh —
Reflections on the Water.

| constantly reminded me of

Alexis de Tocqgueville, the
Frenth writer. who visited the
United States more than one
hundred years ago. Every page
of the book — from its pre-
cisely written introduction to
its careful bibliographical essay
— consistenthy deluded me

with the impression that No- -

vak's. Bangladesh has the po-
tential to merge as essential
reading for any serious student
of this country. just as de To-
queville's Democracy in Amer-
ica has long been lor students
of that society. . :

. Novak'— an American visi-
tor turned- close observer and
watcher of turbulent events in
Bangladesh sketches an
essentially optimistic portrait
of the land that has been dis-
missed by many visitors, in-
cluding seme prominent per-
sonalities ol his own country,
as a "bottomless basket." His

- analysis of the Bangladeshi

people, their Jndian and Ben-
gal? heritage, their lifestyles,
psychology, history, and cul-
ture, and their economic, so-
cial and political behaviors is
exceptionally penetrating,
demonstirably insightful and
painstakingly provocative. :

Although Bangladesh has
remained a fascinating land for
ages — and -although it has at-
tracted many visitors from dis-

tant lands — Novak is right, it

has never succeeded in entic-
ing them to put down their
roots in this soil. except for,
perhaps, an insignificant num-
ber of missionaries. Neither
the British that ruled the
country for 190 years, nor the
Punjabis that attempted to col-
onize this country for 24 years
settled in this land — fthey
came, worked for their mis-
sions, and then left. Novak,
whose missionary brother

- Richard was killed in 1964 in

the then-East Pakistan., how-
ever, made it a point to learn
about this society. This books
is an outcome of his three
decades of intricate association
with all segments of pepple in

“Bangladesh.

As the contents indicate,
Novak's book is all-encompass-
ing. It examines the economy,
society, politics. geography,
history, art, music — almost
every aspect of Bangladeshi
life. Among all these, the
chapter on "The Seasons’ is
perhaps one of the most fasci-

The new government in Sri Lanka —
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Digging up Sri Lanka's Bloody Past

led by a woman whose father was an

assassinated president and whose mother is Prime Minister — .has
promised an inquiry into years of "disappearances” and death squad

killings. Already, reports Gemini News Service, the
their grisly evidence.

started unearthi

grave-diggers have

Vilma Wimaladasa
writes from Colombo

N a sparsely-populated

mountain in southern

Sri Lanka, at a point
called Suriyakande. scores of
workmen  are digging deep
into the earth. watched by a
magistrate and senior police
officials.

Hundreds of parents. too,
are watching anxiously, tense
and emotional. some weeping
as bits and pieces of clothing
and human remains are
brought to the surface.

The exhumation is taking
place on a site in -which 32

[ schoolboys are believed to have

been buried after their disap-
pearance during a youth inswur-
gency in the south of the is-
land in 1989-90. About 300
other people are believed to
have been thrown into mass
graves on the site.

It is not a unigue scene
Chandrika Kumaratunga's
People's Alliance government.
which was voted into power in
August, says that at least
60,000 youths disappeared In
political killings in the last six
years in the south and that
thousands of other human
rights violations occurred.

Kumaratunga has pledged
that such abuses will not con-
tinue, that those responsibie
for past atrocities will be
brought to book and that com-
pensation will be paid to the
next of kin of every victim.

Politically. her stand helps
discredit the United National
Party (UNP) now in opposition.
but it also helps heal a terrible
period in Sri Lanka's history.

In the northeast of the is-
land. guerillas were fighting
for a separate homeland for
the Tamil minority. Sometimes
they brought their struggle to
the Sinhalese-majority south,
with bombing attacks and po-
litical assassinations.

As well as dealing with the
guerillas, the right-wing UNP
was trying (o suppress an in-
surgency in the south led by
the leftywing Janatha Vimukthi
Peramuna (JVP-. People's
Liberation Front).

The anti-JVP struggle in-
cluded the use of death
squads, who went about the

- country literally like thieves in

the night, collecting youths
suspected of anti-government
activities.

They tortured young JPV
activists for confessions, and
then left them to either die in
agony from their wounds or

I shot them. burned their bodies

President Chandrika Kamaratunga: :
Compensation promised

with Lyres and buried them in
shallow graves. Some were
thrown into rivers.

It was also a time when oid
scores were settled, with
people accusing others of sup-
porting the rebels and report-
ing them to the police or army.
The victims just disappeared.

This was the fate of the 32
schoolboys. Apparently, they
were killed not for suspected
insurgent activities but because
the principal of the school was
enraged that his daughter was
in love with one of the boys.
One after another the boys
were taken in for questioning
and tortured.

In line with the new gov-
ernment's promises. the prin-
cipal and four army officers
have been arrested in connec-
tion with the killings.

Other mass graves are being
unearthed, both at Suriyakande
and elsewhere. In one inci-
dent, police arrested a col-
league — an assistant superin-
tendent — after five skeletons
were dug up in Kokandara, a
suburb south-west of Colombo.

A special unit on disappear-
ances has been established,

and parents and relatives are
providing it with names and
places where remains of bod-
ies t be found.

Defence Ministry sources
say that police and army offi-
cers who played a key role in
the previous government's
bloody campaign against the
JVP will face murder charges
for their alleged involvement
in extra-judicial killings.

Meanwhile. to demonstrate
the government's commiiment
to the fulfillment of human
rights, the new Minister of
Foreign Affairs. Lakshman
Kadirgamar., has presented a
parliamentary Bill in
Parliament to give local effect
to the International convention
against torture.

The proposed legislation
makes torture an offence pun-
ishable by imprisonment for
seven-to-ten years and a fine of
Rs 10.000-50.000. ,

it also gives jurisdiction to
the High Court to try peoplc
charged with torture even if
the alleged offence is commit-

ted outside Sri Lanka.
— Gemninl News

Positive Predictions for Bangladesh :risae o=

Bangladesh — Reflections on the Water. Written by James ] Novak.
Published by University Press Limited, Dhaka in association with Indiana

University Press, Bloomington, USA. Price Taka 200. 238

pages. Includes

bibliographical essay and index. Reviewed by Dr CAF Dowlah

nating literary works:on this
subject. Expect for perhaps
Nirod Chowdhury, few writers
have sketched such a magnifi-
cent picture of the fluctuations
of the seasons and the way
they affect the lifestyle and
psychology of Bangladeshi
people. To Novak, Bangladesh
is a peculiar delta. Not only do
the rivers flow into the sea, but
the ‘sea, via the tides, also
flows into the rivers. The
Ganges-Padma "is not just a
river. but also "the last resting
place, the mother breast, the
flowing course of history" (P
26). To him the blending of
the currents of the rivers and
the mixture of the salt and
fresh water is much like the
culture, "comprised as it is of
the rivers of Hindu, Buddhist,
Muslim, and animist civiliza-
tions, each of which has
flooded the nation on its time."
(P 30).

BOOK REVIEW

doubts that the Greek forces
were worn down by oppressive

heat and ran short of supplies,
. many believe that the Con-

queror was baffled by the un-
predictability of the mindset of
the inhabitants of the area.
Novak's analysis of the
Bangladeshi mind _highlights
many incidents through which
the British inflamed Hindu-
Muslim tensions at the turn of
the twentieth century. He de-
picts events that led, with ac-
tive instigation of the British
rulers, to politicization of reli-
gious differences between
Hindus and Muslims, and how
béth the groups were made to
forget the links of language
and culture that kept them
united for centuries. While
such a religiols message
eventually led (o separation of
Hindus and Muslims in two

o

A lane of hope and opporiuniiy

PORTRAYING THE
- BANGLADESH MIND

"Aspects of the Bangladeshi
Mind" is perhaps the most
striking and sensitive chapter
of Novak's book. Novak knows
well that even Alexander the
Great of Macedon retreated
without fighting with the peo-
ple of the lower Ganges, the
land “that now forms
Bangladesh. Although no one

different states in 1947, Novak
does not [ail to out another
powerful message that entered
the political bloodstream dur

ing this period — the concept
of secularism as a political and
social paradigm [t lingered on
and contributed to the emer

gence of Bangladesh in 1971 .

a8 .H‘ﬂd'ﬁ slale

3. vital aspect ol the
Bangladeshi mind, the author
points oul, is the constant

awareness and nearness of cat-
aclysmic plunges into poverty.,

"No one (in Bangladesh) can.

escape the fear of poverty or
live beyond its child grasp.
evenl those at the highest
levels," the author asserts (p
101). The weight of fear and
insecurity is so pervasive that
It can paralyze through and
create hysteria. Such attitudes,
the author observes,
"discourage entrepreneurial
activities and make success
something to hide behind false
humility." '

HOW DO BANGLADESHI
- INTELLECTUALS
THINK?

Novak has an answer for it.

He believes both ‘Islam and

secularism are dominant
forces of thought among them,
and for that he thanks the
“timeless wonder” of the
multifacted  texture of
Bangladeshi culture with roots
in ancient animist, Buddhist,
and Hindu heritage. These
"upper-class Brahmos," Novak

writes, continiue to sit "on the °

sidelines, haunted by, vaguely
vearning for, and dreaming of
the socialism, romanticism,
and austere life Tagore
visualized in his more poetic
moments” (p 121). No doubt
Rabindranath Tagore's ideas,
especially his humanism,

‘holism, love for workmanship,

and romantic escapism from
the mundance world of power,
money, and success greatly
influenced many who played
key roles in the nation's
independence war. It is also
true that his "ambiguous legacy
of mild communism” or "close
association with the socialist
guild movement in England”
siad a far-reaching impact on
the minds of intellectuals here.
Novak does mention the name
of Kazi Nazrul Islam several
times as a source of inspiration
for Bangladeshi intellectuals,
but Nazrul perhaps deserved a
little deeper recognition.

The author, however. is
right in pointing out that intel-
lectuals in Bangladesh "do not
represent the people 'They
are. often as not, unwilling (o
dirty their hands in politics by
seeking to ameliorate many of

Lhe evils perpetrated by suc-

SOME SHARP WORDS,
ABOUT EDUCATION

The author is extremely
critical of the higher education
system in Bangladesh. To himi,
higher education in the coun-
try has one major purpose —
"indoctrination of students,
who are recruited by the polit-
ical parties and turned into
activist political fodder.” As a
result, Novak explains,
"professors became the indoc-
trinators. and universities be-
came political institutions hid-
ing behind academic [ree-
doms.” Students are recruited
to- nearly full-time agitation
almost when they arrive on
campus.” Perhaps he exagger-
ated for effect. but few wili
disagree with his assertions
that students "do not read the
ancient classics of Islamic
philosophy. the poetry of Rumi
or the ancient law texts of pre-
Muslim India. Thev do not
have time for Hobbes, Locke,
Bentham. Mill or Burke (p
128).

WILL BANGLADESH

SURVIVE?

Right before finishing his
provocative journey through
the history. culture, politics
and society of Bangladesh, No-
vak asks the most unescapable
but puzzling question — will
this country survive? The an-
swer, for an awfully optimistic
Novak, is an unmistakable yes
— "barring unmitigated disas- -
ter of scale yet unimagined.
Bangladesh will survive and
prosper in the years to come’
(p 207). Compared to many
other nations only two decades
after independence. Novak
agserts, Bangladesh has done
well — not as well as Taiwan
and South Korea but better
than Indonesia and the
Philippines at the same twenty
year mark. Through still very
poor, it is no more a
‘bottomless basket.” The coun-
try's first twenty years have
seen “significant health, popu
lation, infrastructiure. agricul-
tural, and industrial advance

ments — ones that even the
most optimistic observers
would not have predicted in
1872 (p 2100

Exiracts from a review by
Dr C A F Dowilah
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