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Grandmaster Niaz Murshld contemplates his next move dHLilth his aetuuth rmnnl en-
‘gagement with Pakistani International Master Mahmood Ahmed Khan Lodhi in ‘the second
United Insurance GMs chess championghip at the Jalsha Ghar of Hntel Purbani yesterday:

Ninz won.

— Star photo

Delightful day for locals |

Niaz Murshid extended his
ning streak to Lhree
‘I:ches when. the country's
lone Grandmaster beat Pakis-

tani International Master Mah- _

mood Ahmed Khan Lodhi in a
- seventh-round encounter: as
the second United Insurance
CGrandmasters’ chess cham-
pienship’ resumed yesterday
alier a srhrdultd one- da_'f
recess. .
AL Lhe Jalshi Ghar o Hmvr
Purbswmi,. Nias Jdesigned his
lence iy Lthie line of the Slav

system against Lodhi's white
pieces and was in contrqgl from

the very onsel. After an iuter-
esting middle game, Niaz went
iwo pawns up le leave Lodhi
virtually in an irreversible po-
sition. The. jovial Pathan re-
signed alter 54 moves,
Yesterday's win raised
Niaz's callection to four and
half peints and placed him in
the third place behind English
GM Mark Hebden and Russian
GM Mikhail Krasenkov.
Meanwhile, the top-of-ihe-
table rivalry between Hebden
and Krasenkov continued With
Lhe Briton still maintaining a
slender hall-a-point lead,
Plaving his seventh round
match with . white pieces,
Heiulen tried the Meran varia-
: of the Queen's Gambit de-
ﬁ:ru approach ' against
indonesian counterpart Edhi

5 j._}ll‘q-:" '|,.|=" i
i resigned aller
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Handoko and won submission
after 54 moves. Hebden's haul

row stands. at six and a hall’

- puints.

For Krasenkov. the tie
against Uzbek GM Gregory
Serper was surprisingly ‘less
demanding. Serper, who
hoasis the highest FIDE raum.,
of the 13-round meet, failed to
«tave off 1the Russian's while

BANGLADESH [I'IESS FEDERATION

lii~ SLav Delence
+3 moves.
The day turned out to be
quite delightiul for the local
l.Lims as coeval arch-rivald IMs
[feefal-bin-Sattar and Ziaur
Ralunan -both shrugged off re-
cent losses Lo post creditable
victories in their respective
seventh-round engagements.
Natienal champion Zia's wiil
wis of a Fjpli‘{hll signilicance as

i only

it came over o theoretically su-
perior English
Stuart Conquest. The succress-
“lern Briton adopted the Classic
variation of the King's Indian
delviyce but fpund Zia's white
pieces irrepriéssible before, re-
signing alter 60 moves.

Reefat's win was equally
impressive as the anthropology
student of Dhaka University
Glfﬁ!n-th his hichian comnmntarpart

arifese Koshi to the corner
39 moves. Kdshi's
Modern Defence never looked
strong enough to deny Reefat
fourth victory.

With four points under his
beit, Reefat joins Serper and
‘Handoko in the fourth position
— half a point adrift from Niaz;

However, the other
Bangladeshi in the' fray, IM
Zillur Rakman, couldn't come
out of his nightmarish stint as
the bespectacled cerebral
warfarer bowed to his sixth
defcat so far. Zillur's vester
day's congueror was Indone-
sian IM Ruben Gunawan. who
emploved his black pieces
lollowing the Kahn variation of
Sicilian Defence to prevail in
30 moves.

The other match ol the day
between Tajik- IM Magaram

Magoedov and his Filipino .

counterpart Enrigque Sivilano
fizzled inlu a draw after 60
MO ¢4,

irandmaster .

Johnson, J oyner-Kersee-
steal the show

- RENO. Nevada,
Feh 11: Record-
setting -perfor-
mances by Mic-
hael Johnson and
Jaekie  Joyner-

~tole the dpotlight in a
meel (dmninated by glitz and

gambling, reporis AP,

Johinson set a world indoor
record of 44.97 seconds in the
400 metres Friday night, [in-
ishing off a Reno Air Games
that opened with Joyner-Ker-
see breaking her own Ame-
rican indoor mark in the 50-
metire hurdles.

Johnson. who has never lost
in 12 indoor 4000s. got out to
a blazing start and won easily.
The old record was 45.02, set
by fellow American Danny

-
K=

womnien s 200 metres despite
leeling so sick she threw up
alver the race. Torrence had
the flu and was Lrving to get
used (o braces placed on hes
leeth on Wedniesday

| todd v hushband [ didn't
think | was going Lo make fi.
she said. "I'm weak and ['ve
lost a few pounds. | thought if |
could pull out a win at my
worst, | can win at my besL.”

Regina Jacobs held off
Olympic 1.500-metre cham-
pion Hasiba Boulmerka to win
the women's mile. finishing in
a relatively slow 4 minutes
51.62 seconds. Boulmerka was
| .40 spconds behind.

in the men's mile. three-
time US indoor c¢hampion
Marcus O'Sallivan pulled away

ltenry Neal, who won the
50 meter dash-in the Millrose
LGanmes last week atl New York.
held off Jon Drummond and a
field that iIncluded Dennis
Mitchell to win again Friday in
5 63 -seconds — the third-
lusiest ever by an American.
Driowmwmond was second in 5.72
aind Mitchell was fourth in
Wi '

Olympic gold medalist and
ivo-time world indoor cham-
ot Mike Conley finished just
cihith in the triple jump
lheaping 50 feet, 9 1-4 inches
Li1D.47 metres). The winner
was Kenny Harrison at 55-11
1-4 (17.05 metres).

The meet is the second of
five events of the indoor Grand

A draw takes

Gata Kamsky
further ahead

SANGHINAGAR. India. Feb
I 1: American Grandmaster
Gata Kanmisky drew in 107
moves against Valery Salov ol
Russia ifi the fouirth game of
the World Chess Champipnship
semifinals Saturday. reports
AP. |

The draw gives Kamsky a 3-
| lead over Salov in the 10-
game tournament in this
sotithern Indian city.

Salov started cautiously and
«hose a variation of the Nimzo-
Indian defense Lo gain time..
He maintained a slight advan-
lage whén the opening phase
of the game was over and lhr
imiddlegame fight began. |

Kamsky's moves K were
complicated and ended up
helping Salov, The game was
adjourned with Kamsky sealing
his 61st. move ?,nd experts
vonsidered it as/dead drawn

"l position. Kamsky needed an-

other 47 moves (o secure a:
traw,

. tobetter
prevu:msbest

BRUSSELS. Feb 11: Russian
sprint queen Irina Privalova
said on Friday she aimed to
break her own world 60 me-
tres indoor record at a meet-
ing in Ghent on Sunda}f. re-
poris Reuter,

ltq possible, I'm in good
shipe.” Privalova told a news
conference.

Privalova, who broke thf:
world indoor 50 metres best
on her way to equallinig her 60
inetres record in Madrid on
Thursday, said she hoped Ja-
maican Merlene Ottey would
push her to a new 60 metres
1iark. :

“rivalova, European 100
atnd 200 metres champion,
(luched 6.92 seeonds over 60
metres in Madrid, equalling
the record she set on the same
lrack in February 1993. She
hopes to lower the mark to
6.90 on the fast Ghent track.

"My resulis in training are
better than last year. In
weightlifting, sprint and leng
distance I'm stronger now.”
she said.

Privalova said her main am-
bition this year was to perform
well over 100 metres in the
World Championships.

She also plans 16 run 400
metres races as part of her
‘preparation lor the sprints,

Sun soars higher
than ever

tMLIN. Feb 11: China's
~iie Calyun raised her own
woimen's “world indoor pole
viiull record by one centimetre
to 4.12 metres at a 300.000
dollar athletics meetinig on
Friday; reports Reuter.

It was the fourth time Sun
had broken the record this
year, and the third time sl
had done it in Germany in (he-
space of two weeks.

On January 2B she vaulted
4.10 metres in Zweibruecken
and on February 3 she leapt
4.11 in Pultheim. near Cologne.

e International Anpftateur
Athletic Federation (IAAF) unly
began Lo recognise world
records in (his relaiively new
women's disciplinc lasl wonth.

Sun has put in*a remrkable
series in an event which is stll
becoming established. but her
performance have not escaped
<controversy.

She was banned for thn-r
months after failing a dope tesi
al a meeting in gthe German
town of Karlsruhe in March
1994, and a world best of 4.08

Sport

Familiar foes in final

| Prwalova plans

. tie-breaker

Cseeing his tean strgggle

NEW DELHI. Feb
1 1: Asian champi-
pins South Korea
and India set up
their third title
vlash in 15 mon-

ths wiills coritrasting wins in
the seurilinals of the Indira

Gandhi Gold Cup hockey
lournament. here Saturday,
reports AFP.

indian gualke:pcr Anand
Subbiah brilliantly saved three

times in the tie-breaker to fire

.the hosts to an excitin-
vietory over Australia, after the
two were tied 2-2 jn reguhtim‘t
Line.

In the md semifinal. the
speedy Koreans secured a 2- 1

win over Kazakhstan. f

Sunday's final will be the

third between the arch-rivals
since November 1993, when
South Korea defeated. India to
win the Asia Cup in Hiroshima.
They repeated the feat at the
same venue last year to clinch
the Asian Games title. .
India, however, avengei
those defeals partially in the
World Cup.  in Sydney in
December with a 2-0 victory in

~ the preliminary league. -

The lanky Subbiah, backed
by vociferous 5,000 crowd at
the National Stadium, dived to

save all three stmkes in the

taken by  Max
Diamond. Glen Kingslﬂn and
Darren Duff,

The Indians fnnverted all
their strokes to put a smile on
the face of coach Cedric
D'Souza. who was distrauglit al

”l-r -_1!'1:_‘_1"11"\1:1 ]I"_—* ;-..rl'lllll._l"“-l'llf!ﬂ

Ausinpt o .
_Anstralin tenlk the leard In
‘the scceond minuwe when

Kingston scooped a loose ball
inside the circle past a diving

But defender Anil Aldrin
drew level with a stringing
penalty corner in the 16th
minute, and Gavin Ferreira put

India abead of five minutes be-

fore hall time with an indirect

~hot o1*  nenally corner,
Avisterlin pressed for the

equ.iliscr.iu the second hall

and were rewarded in the 51st _

nunute when Kingston scored

his second goal from a penalty
¥

cAar--

COrner.

"It was too close for com-
forl.” a relieved D'Souza said
later, “We should have won the
match-in normal course, but'
poor play in the second half al-

lowed the Augfralians to

bounce back.”

“Luckily, Subbiah did nut
wilt in the pressure of the tie-
breaker and saw us home, He.

was brilliant today.” D'Souza
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committee will meet Sunda_'f to
decide his fate.

South Korean captain Park
Shin-Heum who slammed five
goals in the three league
matches, scored once more to
give his team an early
the eighth minute.

it looked all over for
Kazakhstan when Keon Wook
Kang increased the margin five
minutes into the second half,

leadin‘
]

(xrai to return
next Week

PARIS, Feb Former
world number one ‘-:tt:[[] Graf -
has confirmed she will maké
her comeback next week at
the Paris women's Open after
three months out through in-
jury, organisers said on Friday,
reports Reuter.

A spokegman said the Ger-
man player will aitend Mon-
day's draw for the 430,000 -
dollars indoor event which
starts the following day.

Graf has not played since
losing to Australian - Open
champions Mary Pierce of
France in the Masters in New
York in November because of a
lingering back pain and a calf

[ injury.

She lost her number one
ranking to Arantxa Sanchez of
Spain. losing finalist in the
Ausiralian Open. aflEr 276
“Hkﬂ At the lop. '

Ferreira in
Dubai Open
SCIN1S

DUBAIL,. Feb 11: Wayne
Ferreira of South Africa booked
his place in the semifinals of
the 1 million ‘dollar Dubai
Open tennis tournament with a
convincing 6-1, 6-2 wvictory '
over ex-Wimbledon champion
Pat Cash on [ltddjl" repﬂrts
Reuter.

Ferreira. the .number four
~eed. is joined by sixth seeded
" Petr Korda of the Cfech

Republic. who beat Germany's
Carsten: Arriens 446, 6-2,6-4.

Trahior =~ 1y | i“ TR

o sinahe-

e B teammales cipHirace

him after defeating Austmlm i the semifinal of the Indira
(iandhi Gold Cup hockey tournament at the National

5-2

saidd.
The Indians may be without

star midfielder Shakeel Khan '

for the final after he earned his
sccond yellow card in the
tournament. The technical

Stadium in New Delhi yesterduy.

India w&n ‘the match
. — AFP photo
but Gennady Kalinin redu o

-the deficit in the 55th minute.
Kazakhstan fought( hard to

“level the score but its forwards
were bautked by the sturdy -

Korean defence in fading light.

SAN JOSE. Cuali-
fornia. Feb 11:
Three years (o
. the day he firs

reached: tennis

Jop ranking. Jim

‘¢3arier kept on

rack in Tis guest to climb
back in setting past Jim Grabh
GoL 76 (7-5) Friday night s
the San Jose Open, reports AP

fistead of dwelling «n his

past glory, Courier just want-

lu thifk: about whats hapn i
g mow,

‘I was happy to end il in
Iwo sets,” Courier said,

Courier, now ranked |11l
e nticd a meeting with second
~ved and No. 6 Michael Chung
« hearty rival over the years. in
Salurday night's semifjnals.
Top seed Andre Agassi will

face fifth scod MaliVai-
W.ashington in the alternoon
soinifinal,

“There won't be any sur-
prises.” Courier -.dic! about

playing Chang tu.,‘un "We know
each other's game really well."

Grabb. who had 24 aces in
his last win, managed just oné
against Courier, Still, he had
the chance to force a split sel
when he went up 54 in the
liebreaker beforé Courier won
three . straight points to lake
Lthe maich.

_ this year,

Courier stays on course

All four semifinalisis have
advanced -without losing a set
in three tournament matches.
Courier is 13-1 in match play
winning 35 of 37
sets.

The second-ranked ﬂ*_uﬂ.l
who held off Brian MacPhie 6-
4. 6-3 said he didn't feel like
he was playing somebody
ranked 374th.

"“To me, he's a much better
player than' his ranking
shows,” Agassi said. "l [eli like

| had to stay foeused the entire

ruteh. 1 felt if 1 stayed on Lim.,
ol things would happen.”

Agassi had never lcture
wed MacPhie, a 22-year-old
liommetown boy from San Jose
who had never faced a player
in the top 10. :

Ih each set, Agassi had to
wait until 3-3 to brgak the de-
termined MacPhie.

"You know how
mitehes turn here,” Agassi
sqid. "l was down three or four
break points in the first set. |
couldn't afford to let hini get
the adrenaline going." |

Agassi has won 25 of his lasl
26 mailches against players not
in the top 100.

Now he'll face Washington,
who beat Bryan Shelton 6-2, 6-
1. Ranked 4[1[11 Washington
broke a three-came losing

Lhose

streak to Agassi when he beat
him 6-4, 7-5 last year in
Allanta. They have not met
_ sinee. :

Chang fought off serves by
Greg Rusedski that reacheti A
record 137 mph (220 kphi,
hulding on to win two topsy-
turvy tiebreakers 7-6 (8-6), 7-
6 (10-8).

"I don't khow too many

things that go [aster than Lthat.”

., Chang said “"Maybe the
foncorde.”

A tournament official said
Ru<edski's serve is the [dstes
ever recorded sinee the ATP
T started cloeking them in
st Bud like a pitcher who
Lhrows nothing butl heat, speed
wont win games without
proper location. :

"Placement counts
mosi,” Rusedski said.

the
"Il you

have p]acemenl and speed, il's

honus.™

Rusedski, a -21-year-old
Canadian left-hander. came
within. a few key points of
‘lurning the match around. At
5-5 in the second set, Chang
was down love-40 before he
rallied to hold serve and force
another tiebreaker.

"Had 1 not held that service
game,” Chang said_ "It would
liave gone to split sets.” Thal
wiis a crucial peint for me.”

1

Calling it" his best perfor-
mance in the lournament so
tar, Ferreira said: "1 was re-
turning the ball pretty well and
that swung the match in my
[avour. Pat wasn't serving well
and i{ helped me break his
serves easily.

In * todav's semifinals,
|f‘!“ltli’ﬂ. will take on Spain's
Javier Sanchez, who beat
Aust t"'-lhdl'l Todd Woodbhridge 6-
2. G-4, while Korda meets
.*‘-.nurirﬁl Gaudenzi of Haly, who.
went through 6-4, 6-2 against
Sweden's Henrik Holim.,

Sabatini staves
off Rabin

CHICAGO. Feb 11: Second
seexcl Gabriela Sabatini over-
caine, service difficulties on
Friday to hold ofl" eighth seed
Chanda Rubin 7-6, 6-4 and ad-
vance to the semifinals of the

430.000 dollars Ameritech
Cup teninis tournament., re--

- ports Reuter.

Sabatini. ranked seventh in .
the world, donble [aulted six §
times. but (00K advantagé ol 32 .
amforced errors by the
American to claim her plar.'e in

the final four.

"I'm all right,” said the’
Lavghing Argentine, who next
lacves Lthird-seeded Bulgarian
Magdalena Maleeva,” 6-3, 6-3
winner over unseeded
Laurenceé Courtois of Belgium.

Today's other match pits
seventh seed Zina Garrison-
Jackson against unseeded Lisa
Raymond in an ‘all-American
semnifinal.

Raymond, who picked off
lop seed. Natasha Zvereva of
Belarus in the previous round,
claimed her second consecu-
Live seeded scalp with a 6-4, _
tv 3 win over [fifth-seeded:
compatriot Ay Frazier.

Garrison-Jackson, playing
her linal year on the tour,
upsetl. hard-serving fourth-seed

Brenda  Schultz of  the
Netherlands 6-7 (4-7), 6-3, 7-
t '7 41 in twe and a half hours.

Yespite  her struggles.

~abatini raised her perfecl

rew ol agninst Rubin to G-0.
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