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One awarded

10 yrs’RI for

keeping illegal
arms

From Staff Correspondent
SYLHET, Feb 1 1: A man was
sentenced to 10 years rigorous

imprisonment for keeping |l
legal arms in his possession.

The prosecution in briel
was that on a tip off, Kotwali
police nabbed Oliur Rahman of

Kumarpara in the town from
the Deputy Commissioner's of-
fice premises on January 31.
1993. Police recovered a pipe-

gun along

from his ssion.
A case was filed with the po-
lice.

After examining the wit-
nesses and records Additional
District and Session Judge and
Special Tribunal of Sylhet.
Sunil Chandra Paul gave the
verdict.

Appearance of
shoals, train
communication

_ disrupted

JAMALPUR, Feb 11: Train
communication between the
northern n of the country
and the capital city is facing o
threat due to emergence ol
chars in the river Jamuna. re-
ports UNB.

Local officials said. railway
ferry services between Siraj-

gonj and Jagannathganj have -

already been stopped and the
Bahadurabad-Tistamoukhi ferry
services facing closure due to

emergence of new chars.

They said the ferry com- . |

munication between Ba-
hadurabad and Tistamukhighat
is on Lhe brink of closure due
Lo thé same¢ reason. They ferry
services somehow are operat-
ing late every day in this route
as the ferries are to pass 16
km extra way to avoid risk.
According to local rallway
engineers, during the foggy
wealher the ferries are some-
times agrounded in char areas
causing untofd suffering to the

passengers.

N Bengal Paper
Mill incurs

losses worth
Tk 200cr in 24yrs

NATORE. Feb 11: North
Boengal Paper Mill has been fac-
ing closure due (o various
problents and incurring con-
., timed Tosses. reports UNB.

Oflicial sourees said (he mill
incurred a loss of Tk 200
crore during the last 24 years
since it had gone into produc-
© thon in 1970. During the trial
production it produced about
2.657 metric tons of paper.
Bui the capacity of the mill is
now stands at 15.000 metric
tons ol paper annually.

Excepting a lew occasions,
the mill never lulfilled its pro-
duction target. In 1980-B] #
exceeded the production tar
gel. mill sources said.

Recent years account
shows that the mill incurred
loss of Tk 14.45 crore in
1992-93. Tk 17.25 crore in
1991-92 and Tk 10.70 crore
in 1990-91.

Management sources said
high prices of spare-parts, fur-
nace oil and other ingredients.
apd irregular power supply.
waler crisis. surplus stafl and
administrative irregularity are
responsible lor incurring the
losses

If the mill is closed the
country will face paper crisis
and about 1.000 empiloyees
will lose their jobs.

The local people demanded
the government to Lake im-
mediale steps o revilalise the
mifll so thal ir becomes a prof-
itable one.

Tagore song
competition
held in Pabna

From Our Correspondent

*PABNA. Feb | 1: Pabna Dis-
tnct Rabindra Sangeet compe-
titionn was held recently under
the auspices of Jatiya Rabindra
Sangeet Sammelon Parishad
Pabna District Branch in the
local Annadg Govinda Public

Library auditorivm.
Oz behalf ol the centrai
committee tLhree emineni

artists ol the Tagore song were
preseni on Lhe eccasion. The
are Niloipal Sadya. Golam
Sanwar Chowdhury and
Malhbook Aahsan Khan Razib

with three rounds ol

_duly
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JESSORE. Feb 11: Revenue
worth Taka one hundred sev

enly orne crore customs duty,
VAT arid supplementary duty
was earned from Benapole and
Darsana land customs check
posts by Jessore collectorate of
customs excise and VAT dur-
ing lirst six months of current
fiscal. according to official
source.

Earnings exceeded record
ol corresponding periogd ol ba 8¢
list:al by taka 10 crore. Il was
also 6.21 per cent up from the
last fiscal. Earning during this
period was Taka one hundred
sixty one crore, the source
added.
Howgver. the rev
ecarned l[eel short, of Taka two
crore of budgetl target. Budget
target was Taka one hundred
sevelily three crore.

It was also learnt that local
revenue earned on account ol
VAT. excise supplementary
and turn over laxes.
amouiited o Taka 44 crore. I

SIRAJGANJ. Feb 11
Electirical egquipment worth
Taka G2 lakh have been stolen
from Sirajgonj Palll Bidyul
Sawmity (PBS) al Ullapara in last
live years. Consequently. sup-
ply of power in diflerent parts
and irrigation in crop fields
under PBS have turned uncer-
LA

it is gathered that during
the period. 464 electrical
iransformers of different ca-
pacities. 23 597 meter wire,
three capacilors. seven [uze
barrels and other electrical
equipment were siolen which
costs about Tk 61.78000.

Arcording 1o a source of
the PBS theit of electrical
goods started from 1990. In
that year. 21 transformers and
A40 weier long wire were

From Our Correspondent

was 33.33 per cent up and
Taka 11 crore more than that
of corresponding period of last
liscal. Earning of this period
last year was Taka thirty three
crore. Earning from this side
exceeded the budget target by
iwe crore. It was Taka 4
croreasaid the source.
iiving detailed acco

The lluilv S ha‘l a lnt&’l n-f

Taka 15
from Banpdpole and Taka 20
Darsana. He also in-
that a total of Taka 17
97 lakh was earned as
cise, Taka 12 crore 33 lakh
as VAT and Taka 13 crore 64
lakh as supplementary duly
and Taka 62 lakh as turn over
laxes was earned during the
period under review.

In reply to a question why
there was shortfall of Taka
iwo crore to achieve the bud-
getl larget [rom import stage
during this period. he said all

In flrst 6 rnonths of 1994- 95 FY

budget

Taka 171 crore revenue earned
through Benapole, Darshana

transactions including imports
through Benapole and Darsanas
points remained suspended
during October to November
last following break out of
pleague in India causing heavy
losses his revenue earnings.
his was the only reason of
this shortfall.
However,
that if the present volume ol
irade continues unaffected,
target would. be ex-
ceeded this fiscal at year, end.
Giving picture of gooda. be-
ing imported through these
lwo points, collector customs.
excise and VAT, Jessore in-
formed that quite a good num-
ber of items  are being im-
ported from [ndia. These in-
clude printing paper. writing
paper, bus, truck chasis, cot-
ton year. fish, flat rice, alu-
minium ingot, bi-cycle ports,
tlyres, tubes of truck buses,
poulty feed, powder milk and
perishable goods
fruits onion, have begun to de-
cline recently. he informed.

Electrical goods worth Taka 62
lakh stolen from Siraj ganJ PBS

From Our Correspondent

stolen. In 1991, 69 transform-
ers and 334 melers, in 1992,
165 translormers and 77484

Shortage of

bullocks,
cultivation of
IRRI-Boro affected

BRAHMANBARIA, Feb 11:
Cultivatign of IRRI-Boro paddy
inn eight thanas of the district
has been hampering due to the
acule shortage of bullocks, re-
ports UNB.

According to local people.
50 per cent farmers have no

bullocks to cultivate their
lands. A vast area of the cul-
tivable land is also lefl
unutilisor] every ven

mwiter wire. in 1993 132
transformers and 2.490 meter
wire and in 1994, 77 trans-
formers and 1433 meter wire
were. siolen.

It is understood that an or:
ganised group is involved in
t hefi
section of emplovees of the
concerned department are
also involved with the thefts.

Cases have been lodged
with police but no stolen ma-
lerials were recovered yet.

It is learnt that according
to the.rules of PBS the sub-
scribers are Lo bear 50 per
cent cosl of stolen materials.
The farmers who use electric-
ity of PBS for irrigation pur-
pose lace problem to bear Lhe
burdén of compensation for
=t el s

i s

PABN A buopont journaist Monazat Uddin distributing prizses among the winners of
Ralindra Sangeet compettion orgamised recently by the Pabna district branch of the Jatiya

Rabindra Sangeet Sammelon Panshad.

— Star photo

was confident

including

It is also alleged that a

‘Sharp rise in prlces of
essentials in Faridpur

Conspiracies
against shrimp
cultivators threaten
its prospect

KHULNA, Feb 11:
cultivation in the district is
heing threatened due to con-
spiracies against the prospec-

live shrimp industry, reports
UNB.

According to informed
sources, a vested quarter has
been working in a planned
manner to undo the shrimp
industry and deprive the eoun-
ry from earning huge foreign
mhangc.

They. on one hand, are try-
ing to build public opinion
against shrimp cultivation by
lholding seminars and sym-
posia. on the other hand, in-
sligating the rural people
against the shrimp farmers.
the sources added.

At the very on set of the
year, several clashes took place
for and against shrimp culture
al various parts of the district.
One person was killed and
about 50 others were injured
in these clashes so far. As a re-
sult, the farmers are facing
problems in releasing shrimp
fry ‘at their shrimp enclosures.

- Due to prevailing uncer-
tainty many shrimp farmers

.are thinking to leave shrimp

culture, jt is learnt.

If the 'present situation
continues, it is feared that the
shrimp cultivation in the dis-
trict will be seriously ham-
pered causing heavy loss in

‘earning foreign exchange.

Mentionable that shrimps
worth about Tk 300 crore have
been exported through the
Mongla Port during the first
three months of the current
fiscal.

From Our Correspondent

¢ FARIDPUR Feb 1
arrival ol the wuwonth  of
Ramadan. the price hike of
cssential commodities has also
given another jump up in the
Incal markets putting the con-
suiners especially the fixed in-
come earners in a great diffi-
culty.

Fine rice is selling at Tk 15
lo 16 a kg, as against Tk 14 to
I5. Coarse rice is selling at Tk
12 to 13 as against Tk 11 1o
12. IRRI rice sells at Tk 12.50
Js against previous price ol Tk
i 5

Coarse llour (atia) is selling
al Tk 12.00 a kg as against Tk
11.00. Flour sells at Tk 13.00 a
kg instead of Tk 12.

Hilsha is selling at Tk 90 to
100 a kg as against Tk 50 to
60 two weeks ago.

Shing or Magur (big size) is
selling at Tk 100 to 150 per
ten as against Tk 70 to 90.

Eggs ol hen or duck sell al
Tk 12 per lour. Garlic is
selling at Tk 80 to 100 a kg.

Beel sells al Tk 60 a kg as
against Tk 50. Meat is selling

at Tk 100 as against Tk 80.
Chicken is E-E.‘l]illL dal Tk 1M Lo
I '[}.Jrk;.

With the -

© Salt is selling at Tk 9 a kg

as against Tk 6 to 7 1wo weeks

1L 4P

AMuri is selling at Tk 26 a
kg. Gram [sola) sells at Tk 25
1o 30 a kg,

The prices of other Iftar
items are also soaring day by
day.

One killed, 6
hurt as microbus
turns turtle

BRAHMANBARIA, Feb 11: A
woman was killed. and six
other people were injured
when a microbus skidded off
the road near Ashuganj on
Dhaka-Sylhet highway, police
said, reports UNB.

According to witnesses, the
Dhaka-bound microbus turned
turtle when the driver lost iis
control killing Shamsunnessa,
55, on the spot.

Seriously injured Abdul’
Quaiyum, Abdul Mohit. Malu
Miah and Joynal of Balaganj.
Sylhet, were admitted to
Sylhet Osmany Medical College
Hospital.

Wheat worth Tk 1.5cr

stolen from godowns

JESSORE. Fely 11 Wheat It is also learnt that CSD is
worth Tk one nd hall crore protected by high boundary
has been stolen hrom Central  walls with deployment of

Fod Godown (CSD) at Mohes-
hwarpasha last year. Local Food

Inspectors have been held
responsible for it.
According o sources, dur

ing the period from January to
December 94 there has been
shoriage of 1038.156 metric
towns ol wheat whose cash
value comes Lo Tk one crore
fifty six lakh. This has been
detected during stock wverifica-

tion in the CSD recently.

It is learnt, pilferage of
wheat from the godown is a
regular alfair. Huge quantity of
wheat is found missing in the
puclowns while verilying stock
position every year-end.

Surprisingly, it has never
rocked concerned authority to
unearth secret of the occur
rence nor preventive steps
have ever been Laken Lo stop
recurrence, lor reasons un
Krown.

1 is reported that depart
riental action is laken against
lkwral Food Inspector if and
when any shortage in stock is
found in any godown under his
contrel. And since long. it has
been normal practice of the
department.

Besides Anti-Corruption
Department takes up cases and
their job reportedly ends with
submission of charge-sheets.
And the poor Food Inspectors
have to bear brunt for the en-
tire situation and nobody else.

in lact, Food Inspectors
lake key fromn godown man-
gers during office hours and
return it to them again after
sealing Lthe lock when office
hour is over. It is also learnt,
Food Inspectors work during
daytime while the wheat pilf-
erage is committed reportedly
at night. Despite all these
lacts., godown managers are
never brought o the scene nor
called for explanations.

Ansars and security guards.

Allegations received from
different sources indicate that
an organised gang is active
there to remove wheat from
the godown at dead of night.
They are working in con-
nivance with local personnel
including godown officers. se-
curity guards and godown
labourers.

But while [raming cases,
this aspect is willfully avoided.
Source said that Anti-Corrup-
iton Department started 20
cases against 14 Food Insapec-
tor and Sub-Inspector last year
and they were suspended
pending decision by court.

Power crisis
affects industrial

roduction

NATORE. Feb 11: Insuffi-
cient power supply in the 16
northern districts of the
country has been causing heavy
loss to the industrial units, re-
ports UNB.

According to officials, on an
average 60 megawatt electric-
ity is requjred in these dis-
iricts but the supply is about

30 megawatt.
Industrial towns Bogra, Ra-

jshahi. Rangpur. Sayedpur and
Pabna are the worst hit areas
due to the poor supply of elec-
tricity. Many Industries have
already been closed due to
continuous loss sustained for
erratic power supply.

Besides, thousands of low
lift pumps and deep tubewells
for irrigation purpose in the
boro season cannot function

properly threatening the pro-
duction.

Bogra gets 4 megawatl elec-
tricfty against the need of 15
megawatt daily.

Shrimp |

et

CHITTAGONG. Feb 1V: A

|' delegation of the Campaign for

Mass Education (CME) yester-

day exchanged views with cily |

Mayor Alhaj A B M Mohiuddin
Chowdhury at the corporation
conference room h:r: today.
reports BSS,

The delegation 'led by CME
director and eminent educa-
tionist Dr Abdullah Al Muti
Sarfuddin apprised the city
mavor of his organisation's
different activities in
country,

-Chowdhury told the delega-
tion that enrollment of the.
students in primary schools
run by the city corporation is
remarkably increasing/and the
dropoui has reduced in com-
parison to the previous years.
But. "the schools we have here

are i:m{l:}ljumr 1t meet the
demand the growing num-

ber of the school-going stu
dents.” the mayor said.

He said the city corpeoration
is planning .to introduce the
programme of Compulsory

Primary Education (CPE) in

about four hundred madrassahs
in the city to achieve the gov-

ernment’'s target "edueation

for all” by the year 2000.

He urged all non-govern-
ment organisations to come
forward to supplement the
government efforts.

The Campaign for Mass Ed-
ucation has agreed on prinei-
ple to set up ten primary
schools in the ten slum areas
of the city to make the mass
cducation programme a suc-
cuss,

Executive director of Gana

| "ﬂhajjya Sangstha Dr Mahmood

I—I—lr-l

the

| CCC plans to mtroduce

Hasan. chiefl executive officer
of the corporation Abdul Wa-
hab. additional deputy com-
missioner Igbal Mahood, assis-
tant district primary education

" officer Sumon Barua, ward

commissioners Sabilha Musa
and Nurul Islam also spoke on
the occasion.

Low quality

~ Indian .
pesticides flood .
" markets |
MADARIPUR. Feb 11: Smu-
gdgled low quality Indian

pesticides Have been adversely
aflecting the standing crops
and cultivable lands in the dis-
trict. local agri-specialists al-

~leged. reports UNB.

According Lo them, a sec-
tion of well-organised smug-
glers led by influential local -
people have been engaged in
marketing Indian pesticides
for a long time. '

ilivides”

T e wrts!;ﬁiﬂm-l PFE firides

.u a cnppanmet}r t'hEﬂpcr
prices than that of local pesti-
cides, local farmers said.

Local specialists said, most
of the smuggled Indian pesti-
cides are substandard'and
harmful for the crops as well
as for the cultivable land. They
also said the substandard pes-
ticides are again adulterated by
the traders before 'marketing.

They called for massive
campaign against the use of
Indian pesticides all over the
country explaining it's adverse
¢ffect on crops and land.
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PWD Tender Notice
No. 44/1994-95 (2nd Call)

Sealed tenders in BD Form No. 2911 are hereby
invited from all class approved building contractor/
firm of PWD according to their financial limit for
undermentioned work and will be received by the
undersigned as well as all the Executive Engineers,
under PWD Circle, Rangpur up to 12-00 Noon on
27-2-95 (E) and will be opened on the same day at 12-
15 PM in presence of the tenderers who may like to

remain prEhent

Name of work: Construction of 6000 gallnn capacity
underground water reservoir attached to police line at
Gaibandha, under PWD Division, Gaibandha during

the year 1994-95.

Estimated cost: Tk.1,66,331/- only. Earnest money: -

3327 /- only.

Tender documents consisting of BD Form No. 2911,
schedule of items, additional terms and conditions etc.
can be seen and obtained from the office the
undersigned as well as all the Executive Engineers

under PWD Circle,

Rangpur and Sub-Divisional

Engineer, PWD Sub-Division, Gaibandha during

office hours on 26-2-95 (E).

DFP-2979-6/2
G-227

PWD Division,

Md Rezaul Karim
Executive ineer
aibandha.



