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Nepal to block Tibetans |
march to Lhasa

KATHMANDLU . Feb 11.
Nepalese governuwnt is rrﬂd'e'
to check a planned protest
march to Lhasa by Tibetlan
refugees living In India. Home
Ministry spokesman Sri Kant
Regmi said today. reports AFP.

His statement followed
Nepalese press reports that
the Tibetans planned to organ-
ise the march through Nepal
as part of a protest programune
on March 10, the anniversary
of the 1959 insurrection
against Chinese rule.

Kathmandu regards T‘ihet as
a part of China and would not
allow Nepalese soil to be used
against any other ¢ountry,

Regmi said.

“The Nepalese government

is alert to check any activity .

thal goes against this policy.”
he said.

Prime Minister Manmuhan
Adhikari earlier denied that
Western countries were play-
ing "political pressure” on his
government on the Tibetan is-
“_. [

“Even (if) such pressure
comes, we will not succumb o
it", Adhikari told AFP. "Our
policy diws not allow any move

" previous Nepall Congress gov-

. anti-China activities.

BLIFEFLY

like the liberation of Tibet. We
will not allow such things on
the Nepalese soil against China
because we think Tibet is an
autonomous region of China”,
The ruling Nepal Commu-
nist Party United Marxist and
Leninist has sought to improve
ties with Beijing which are
seen to have sourced when the

ernment allowed anti-China
demonstrations by Tibetan
refugees.

More than 20,000 Tibetan
reflugees live in Nepal and have
emerged as a resourceful
community controlling the
couniry's carpel- industry.
which earns meore than 2
million dollars through ex-
poris.

The Tibetans have also

branched into low-budget ho- l

lels. lodges and restaurants, all
of them proudly displaying
photographs of- their revered
leader. the Dalal Lama, who
fled -Tibet in March 1959.

The Nepalese government
has said Lthe Tibetans were free
le do business in Nepal but has

warned them ;\;,alnﬂl staging

Russia will sell subs to China :

Russia is 1o sell China several diesel powered submarines, the

tirst of

which has already

been built, according to a

spokesman for the Russian navy quoted.Friday h_',r the Interfax
news agency. AFP reports from Moscow. '
The spokesmnan. who was not identified by Lhe agency, ac-

{u-a-.ud the lJmtrﬂ States of “getting all worked up” abuut the

Abu Nidal’s hit man arrested : »

man believed to be the top assassin for Palestinian tl:rruﬂst
Abu Nidal has been arrested in this southern port city,
secupily sourees said Saturday, AP reports from Lebarion.

The man was identified as Mahmoud Khaled Eintour, alias
Abu Ali Majed. 48. a Palestinian with a Jordanian passport.
The sources said he headed the assassination branch of Abu
Nidal's Fatah Rfvﬂiuﬂﬂnar}r Council faction.

Hurd-Ko v talks Tuesday: s

Foreign Secretary Douglas Hurd and Russian Foreign Minister
Andrei Kozyrey are to hold talks in Sweden Tuesday. the
loreign oflice said on Friday. AFP reports from London.

A Foreign Office spokesman said the two, who will both
.be in Stockholm on visits next week, would discuss the situa-
tion in Bosnia and in the breakaway Russian republic of
(hwehniva 5 - = 2
Gunmen kill 2 Filipino soldiers:
Muslim gunmen ambushed a military convoy escorting an
engineering team outside this southern capital. killing two
soldiers and wounding 20 others. police said today. AFP
reports from Philippines.

Police supermmtendent Joseph Descalla said the attack
happened Friday #n-a mountain  village near here and came
within days alter Musim gunmen freed two employees of a
government irrigation project Lhey had held hostage for four
months.

E”Pt rejects US report on HR:

t rejected Friday a’ US report on human rights abuses in
its territory. saying it was based on incorrect information
from " dubious™ sources. AFP reports from Cairo.

Abdel El Salti, Deputy Foreign Minister for International
Relations said the* report released last week lacked credible
information and “vaguely mentioned cases of torture” without
prm'idlrm details.

. lR{{t:lfﬁcnlar killed in Chiapas: »

er was killed and -10 othér troops woun Friday
in a rebel attack as army units deployed in the southern
Mexican state of Chiapas with orders to arrest rebel leaders.
Lthe official news agency Notimex said, AFP reports from
Mexico City.

Notimex, citing military sources. said the attack took
place in the community of Nuevo Momon near Las Margaritas
as federal army forces were moving into areas controlled by
Lhe Zapatista National Liberation Army (EZLN]

[ L L]
Rebels kidnap aid workers in Sudan:
Rebel gunmen on Friday were holding five foreign aid
workers kidnapped in upper Nile province of southern Sudan
bui had released six others, U N officials salid. Reuter reports
from Nirobi. )

The U N Operation Lifeline Sudan {OLS) said three foreign
ald workers for the U N Children's Fund (UNICEF) and one
each lor Swiss disaster relief and Medecins Du Monde (MDM)
were still héld hosiage by souther:. rehel Commander Gordon

K wone Banwpinw

Indmhasstartedtcdem?radan

limlia has staried 1o desiga and develop a sophisticated radar.
the Central Acquisition Radar (Car). which is designed to
guide all missiles. besides iracking targets with pinpoint
arcuracy. Xinhua reports fromi New Delhi.

e radar is an upgraded version of the multifunction
phasadl array radar whu b s undergoing user trials now.

s * . - . ®
7 die in Ukrainian plane collision:
A new model Antonov aircraft crashed after a test fMight
collision with another plaie monitoring the flight. killing all
seven people aboard, a company spokesman said Saturday.
AP reports fromn Kiev
The An-70 experimemntal cargo plane crashed Friday after
it came into a “scraping contact with an An-72 monitoring
test, said Victor Bolgak. a spokesman for the Antonov
Consulting Bureau.
He said the plane went down afier its control mechanisms

were knocked out in the collision. Five crew members and’
two test observers were killed in the crash.

Road mishap claims 9 in ana: a

least nine persons wert killed and ten others injured. five of
them seriously,. when a van they were travelling in collided
head-on with a Haryana roadways bus near village Smapala on
the Hisar-Delhi national highway last night. according to
information received yesterday, PT] reports from Hisar,

Haryana.
Rutskoi lashes out at Yeltsin:

Hard-line opposition leader Alexander Rutskoi lamented the
state of the Russian army on Friday and blasted President
Boris Yeltsin and military decision in the Chechen war. AP
reports from Moscow.

" We are seeing the destruction of the Russian army.~
said the former Vice President, a Soviet major general and a
veteran of the Afghan war “If a state cannot defend itsell it

Sumatra road takes li: At

least 1] people were killed and several others injured when a
truck rammed into a minibus on a highway in north Sumatra
province, Antara news agency said yesierday AFP reports
from Jakarta.

Antara quoted a north Sumaitra police official as saying that
both the truck and the minibus were speeding before the
head-on colligion some 200 kilometres | 124 miles] south
of north Sumtara s Medan city on Friday.

ISLAMABAI). Feb 11: In a
major breakihrough, Afghanis-
tan's warring Islamic factions
‘have agreed (o from a
multiparty governing council
that will meet Feb 20 in the
battered Afghan capital of
Kabul, the United Nations said
Satlurday. reports AP.

The council. which will

serve as an interim govern-
nmiwent, offers the best hope of
ending the savage civil war
that's beeén raging among 10
Islamic factions since they
ousied a communist gowvesn-
ment in April 1992,
. A nationwide cease-fire is to
také eflect when the council
assumes coptrol of the coun-
try.- said Charlie Santos, a
‘‘member of the UN mission
that has brokered the talks.

However. many obstacles to
peace remain. Opposition
groups are rocketing Kabul
with regularity, and 15 people
were killed in attacks Friday.

| Radio Kabul reported. There's

e

also been heavy fighting
sotithwest of the citv and in
northern Afghanistan,

Miany details of the UN plan
inust still be negotiated and
the council will not take power
when it convenes for the first
time on Feb 20, said Santos.

President Burhanuddin
Rabbani has agreed to the UN
plan, which will require him to
trand over power to the coun-
cil, However. he has not fixed a
date for his resignation.

“All sides are asking us to
move quickly.” said Santos,
who was in Islamabad, Pak-
istan.

The council is to take over
the security of Kabul, disarm
the warring factions and re-
move heavy weapons that en-
circle the city. It's not clear
how the body will perfnrm
these duties.

The couricil is expected to
have abut 25 members. it
would include one representa-
live from .each of the warring

f'nternational _
form multlpa.rty council

factions. as well as  other
prominent Afghans not linked
to any ol the militias.

"We have been waiting for
this for a long time," Masood
Khalili, Presidenl
representative in Islamabad,
sald ol the agreemeril.

But he said there must be a
way to ensure that all parties
abide by the agreements.
Countless previous peace ef-
forts have failed.

- "We want some-kind of as-

. surance — what can the UN do
- against violators?" he said. '

The United Nations has not
proposed sending any troops
to Afghanistan. ]

Another unresolved ques-
tion is the role oft he Taliban,

a recently formed militia that
has claimed a series of dra- -

matic military victories in re-
cent weeks,

The Taliban. .made up of
fundamentalist religious stu-

dents, scored its biggest vic-

Rabbani's

captured the town of Maidan

Shahr, only 30 kilometers (18
miles) southwest of Kabul. The
group defeated Hezb-e-Islami,
the main opposition group.

The Taliban has not aligned
itself with any other faction;

‘and sees the other groups as
power-hungry and corrupt. It
has vowed to march on Kabul

;md impose shariah. or Islamic
aw -
The group has expressed
interest in the United Nations
peace plan, but has not for-
mally agreed to take part.

- If the UN plan succeeds, it
would bring peace to
Afghanistan for the first time

‘since Soviet troops entered

the country in 1979 to prop up
a communist government.

The I[slamic factions took

up arms shortly afterward. The
drove out the Soviet troops in
1989. toppled the communists

Lthree years later and immedi-

ately began battling among
themselves. *

President Nelson Mandela waves Friday as he Wﬂlk'ﬂ past Bouth Africa s nutm iows prison on

. tory yet on Friday when it

Robben Island off Cape Town where he spent 18 of his 27 years as a prisoner. The day

February 10 marked a reunion of former political prisoners on the island.

— AFP photo

e

|US suspends arms sales,
 aid to Ecuador, Peru

WA=TIING H"w. k) 1
The | nited States has sus
pended all arms sales, aid and
military {traufing for Ecuador
amndd Peru. the state depart
ment annoumced Friday. re-
ports Xinhua.

The move was seen here as
sign of frustration expressed
by Washinglon with the failure
Lo bring an end to the fighting
that. erupted in late January
between the two South
American countries over a dis-
puted border area. :

State department spokes-
womad) Christine Shellv <aul in
a statement: In resporisc to
the continuing conflici
border between Ecuador andd
Peru, the United States go
vernmenl has suspended
deliveries ol delence articles.

ot thaw

das well s new lnluu.—muu.ll
mihmr_v vihication and trai
mng.

She said that the state de

pariinemt Lad alse Hll!-.-‘-[?f'ﬂdf‘ﬂ
all previously issued licenses
and approvals authorising the
export or other transfer of de-
lence articles or defence ser-
vices 1o Peru and Ecuador.

In addition. Shelly said that
it was also L. governgient pol-
icy to deny all applications for
licenses and other approvals to
export or otherwise (ransfer
detence articles or services (o
Hie Two cournltries ,

Exeeptions Lo this policy
might be made lor certain
itoins tor banking and linancial
institutions. she indicated.

Washington understood. she

m fhiwd, that hrgm'ltina Bzl
and Chile were taking similar
mensures. The three countries
and the Uniled States are
guarantors of a 1942 accord
signed in Rio De Janeitro and
they haye been attempting to
negotjate an end (o the
Eguador-Peru border conflict.

US wolficials said todav's
nuwne taken by Washinglon was
largely symbolic and its f(inan-
cial inpact was limited.

“We are doing everything
we cat 1o push them towards
accepling the proposal.” a US
oflicial was quoted as saying.

“We ' thought this would be a
“helpful step in convincing
ihese nations Lo accept the

propusal the guaranfors have |
offered for g peaceful auluunn-".

s e

Muslim Pule-tinians attend the Ramadan noon prayers on Friday at Jerusalem's Old City

Mﬂhqlil.‘i compound, the third holy Islamic site. Some 7,500 people attended the prayers. . AF P

Dudayev directing fighters
from bunker outside Grozny

MOSCOW Feb | 1: Chechen
Presidenti Dzholkchar Dudayey is
direciing his independence
ighters froan a bunker two or
Lhree kilomeires (around a
miile} oulside Lhe capital Gre
zny. his spokesman Moviadi
Udugov was quoted as saying
today by a Moscow news agen-
cy. reports AFFP

He added 'hat Dudayev had
sent a welegram Friday to the
heads of the Commonwealth of
Independent States meeting in
Alma-Ala conyeying his scorn
to those who have allowed 1he
aggression against the (he
chen republic”

According to Udugov
Russian warplanes and artiliery

. on Friday bombed Grozny and

arovnd |5 mbicr districts, in
chuding Aldy, a southern sub-
urb ol the capital. Gudermes
40 kilometres (25 -miles) east
of Grozny and villages in Lhe
mouwuntains in the south of the
breaKaway Caucasus republic

Udugov said beiween
12.000 and 20000 Russian
soldiers had been killed in the
conflic®. against only 800 in
the ranks ol the independence
lighters, and at least 40,000
civilians.

The Russians have said they
have lost just over 1,000 men
and killed more than 6.000
Chechen fightiers since Mos-
cow sent in ils Lroops on
Decemmber |1 to crush Lhe
tirnry. mainly Muslim, republic's

three-vear bid to secede from

Hussia.
Earlier, Chechen leaders
meeting wunder President

D«hokhar Dudayev have vowed
Lo pursue ‘the armed struggle”
against Russian troops unless
Moscow agrees to negotiate
with them

The
Chechen People, meeting at an
unspecified site and dale,
pledged to continue resistance
to the Rucsian intervention "'f
Russian authorities again de-
cide 1o ignore Chechnya's offer
to halt military activities and
upen negotiations,” sald Ingush
presidential advisor Pyolr
Kosov

| man

so-Ccalled Congress of

BSF executes
5 Kashmiris

SRINAGAR, Feb 11: Kash-
mir was *‘ense todzy following

the alleged eXecution of five
civillans by

guards incénsed by a Muslim

~militant dttack, police and

witnesses said, reports AFP.
News of the incident spread
as the valiey observed a general
strike to commemorate the
11th death anniversary of

. Mohammed Maqgbool Bhat, ex-
ecuted leader of the separatist

Jammu and Kashmir Liberation
Front {(JKLF).

Witnesses alleged that
paramilitary border guards
shot dead five shopkeepers
laie Friday in the Zaina Kadal
area of downtown Srinagar in

- retalilation for an attack by

Muslimm militant gunmen that
left two troopers dead.

Forty other civilians were
injured in the incident, which
provoked ‘anti-Indian street
protests in Srinagar, summer
capital of Kashmir and urban
hub of Muslim guerillas. ‘the
wilnésses said.

Indonesian govt
admits killings
in East Timor

JAKARTA, Feb 11: The gov- '

ernment acknowledged Satur-
day that some members of the
armed forces were responsible
for the killings of six civilians
in East Timor last month, re-
ports AP,

* Murdiono, minister at the
state secretariat, said Presi-
dent Suharto has ordered: the
armed forces chief, Gen. Feisal

Tanjung, to investigate reports.

about six East Timorese shot

i

“The armed forces chief has
reported to the president, and
it was saild in the report that
some members of the armed
forces have acted out of proce-
dure,” Murdiono said after
meeting with Suharto. L

Carter among
candidates for
Nobel Peace Prize

OSLO, Feb 11: Former US
President Jimmy Carter and
Russian human rights com-
nissioner Sergei Kovalyov are

. among the 102 candidates for

this year's Nobel Peace Prize. a
director of the Nobel Institute
indicated Friday.

The nominees comprised
77 individuals and 25 organisa-
tions, Director Geir Lunde-
stand told AFP

He added that he expected
numbers increase "due (o late
incoming letters and the [act
that the five members of the
Nobel Committee have the:
right to nomjnate other candi-
dates.”

The offictal closing date for
nuominations was February 1.

As an international media-
lor. Carter has played a leading
role in the search for long-

term solutions to the Korean

nuclear crisis and the war in
forimer Yugoslavia.

Kavalyov. a supporter of the
ideas and principles of late
Andrei Sakharov, who won the
peace prize in 1975, Is Russian
President Boris Yeltsin's hu
rights advisor. he has
been at the forefront of inter-
nal criticism against Russias
brutal two-month intervention
to crush a three-year separatist
government In the breakaway
republic of Chechnya.

BJP leader shot
dead in Manipur

IMPHAL. Feb 11: The Gen
eral Secretary of the Bharatiya
Janata Party |BJP) in charge of
the north eastern region
Shiamuralatpanr Modhumangal
Sharima. was shot deatd by two
gunmen al his residefice in
Tera Bazar area on the oul
skirts ol hmphal town. about
four ks west of here, early
this nmorming. reports PTI

Indian border

The Buily Star 8

Newly crowned Miss Sﬁ. '95 Chelsi Smith, 21, of Texas,
waves to the crowd Friday in South Padre Island, Texas,

‘after winning the beauty contest among 51 delegates. Miss

dead by Indonesian troops Jan

102

"Bosnian television.

USA '95 will represent the US in the Miss Universe pageant

in Windhoek, Namibia, May 12.

—AFP photo

Phodantoembmcé.-
Buddhism ,

NEW DELHI: Phoolan Devi, the “bandit queen” who spent
11 years in prison after allegedly gunning down 22 men to.-
avenge her rape, is embracing Buddhism, a press report said

Saturday. says AFP. ¥ *

Devi. who.is in her early 30s, is to convert to the religion
which preaches nen-violemce at an initiation ceremony °
Wednesday in the Western Indian city of Nagpur, the Press
Trust of India (PTI) quoted a Buddhist monk as saying.

The monk., Dhammavirivo, told reporters in Nagpur that
the ceremony would be stuged on a sile where 100,000 low-

caste Hindus convericd to Buddhism in 1956,

agency said in a brief report.

the news

Devi, who is based in New Delhi, could not immediately be

reached for rummf-nt
Devi, a low-castig

Hindu, was ‘ffeed I February last year

after spending 11 vears in prison for allegedly shooting 22

uppercaste men to death to avenge
Admired by many of India's "untouchabl

her gang-rape.

for striking

back at oppressors, the former bandit recently announced
plans to form a national non-palitical organisation dedicated
to fighting for the rights of women and the poor.

A magic-cure milk
for impotency!

NABLUS, West Bank: A Palestinian shepliered is milking

his billv-goat for all its worth, reports Reuter.

Kol Al-Arab, an Arabic weekly, reported today that dozens
ol Israelis and Arabs are on a waiting list Lo drink its milk,
believing it will cure them of impotency.

Shephered Mufid Abdel-Ghafer is charging them a cool 33

dollars a glass.

The newspaper said the goat was a male in every respect —
the antimal has sired 50 kids — except for one teat, which
gives just two glasses of milk a day.

Bosnian C-in-C won't sit with

Serb, Croat counterparts

SARAJEVO, Feb ]I. The
commander-in-chief of the
Bosnian armed foreces, General
Rasiim Delic, snubbed a UN in-
vitation Friday to meet with his
Serb and Croal counterparts,
accusing the UN and the Serbs
of breaking their word. reports
AFP.

In a read out on
Delic said
he "could not accepl Lhe pro-
poset meeting” at the invita-
tion of UN Commander
General Rupert Simith as nei-
ther the UN Protection Force
(UNPROFOR] nor the Serb
side had met their commit-
ments under the four-menth
ceasefire that came into effect
on January |

The attacks on Bihac have
never stopped. foreign troops
have not pulled out ol the ter-
ritory of Bosnia-Herzegovina,
humanitarian routes have not

letter

been opened, the evacuation of
sick people has not hap-
pened.” Delic complained.
Sarajevo charges that sol- -
diers from the Serb-held part
of Croatia and from Serbia it-
self are involved in the battle
for the Bihac pocket in north-
western Bosnia-Herzegovina.,

He added that neither the
Serbs nor UNPROFOR had ad- .
hered to commitments made

at a similar mgeting on January
11. whereas the Bosnian army

had complied by pulling out of

the demilttarised zone of
mourtt Igman.

" "On  ternitory under our

comtrol, civillans and soldiers

are being killed, civilians are
dying of hunger. a new Serb
offensive is continuing at Bihac
and Serb helicopters are used
as troop transporis.” Delic
noted. :

Karens vow to hold on

to Moeli rver base

MAEFE SOT. Thailand. Feb 11:
Karen rebels say they mmx' to
hold on to their Moei er
base at Kawmoora at all costs,
despite sustained pressure
from Yangon governmeni
forces. who continue to mowve
up lresh men- and supplies, re-
ports AFFP.

We will fight to the death.”
a Karen source said today dur-
ing a lull in the two weeks of
fighting for Kawmoora, situ-
ated on a horseshoe-shaped

. bend in the river jutting inlo

Thai territory

With Thal soldiers preveni
ing Myanmar troops from
crossing the river to attack
from the ear. Karen leaders
said they were relatively se-
cure behind the narrow, heav-
ily-mined approach to the

camp betlween hills on the
Myanmar side.

In fact, Kawmoora is of little
strategic . significance but is
more of a symbol for the Karen
and their anti Yangon allies,
who were forced to abandon
their headquarters at Maner-
plaw January 26 in the face of
a junta onslaught.

On Thursday, the All-Burma
Student Democratic Federa-
tion (ABSDF) had to abandon
its headquarters as well at
Dagwin, north of Manerplaw,
as Yangon troops addvanced
from two directions.

° In the battle for Mawimoora.
the government lost ‘64 men in
recent attacks, and Karen
rebels had seized arms and
ammunition from Myanmar ca-
sualties, the Karen source said.



