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JMB's Rese¢ >ttlement Issu

d Jamuna Multipurpose
ing to negotiate through a
ssue that arises out of dis-
from its huge construction
s addressing very seriously.

this newspaper have been
re things have gone wrong
e of the bridge's construc-
wcentrate on the hitch the
me for the displaced peo-
. The problem reportedly

The much-awaite
' Bridge (JMB) is haw
human resettlement 1
placement of people |
zone. The matter need

Reports carried in
revealing how and whe
at this preparatory stag
tion. -Here we just con
rehabilitation progranmm
ple may have run into
stems from the projec

tance to move to the 1 ‘esettlement site. The af-

ople have not 1 -eal]ly made an issue of it
::J.‘Ie(:hﬁﬂpis no scope ' for undermining their
choice of not living in th e place the authority has
selected for the purpose

There are indeed two
problem may be a genui
with some ulterior moti Ves.
authority and the affecte. 1 people might have ha
their respective shares of responsi ility in the
creation of the problem. \ Ve would like to know if
the people to be rehabilii lated were consulted or
given a choice prior to se lecting the site for their
rehabilitation. Compensat: lon and rehabilitation in
such cases prove to be quite intriguing.
Expcricrices show that  the declared benefits
package of the governme nt does not reach the
end receivers quite proper ly. On the other hand,
the displaced people also t Ty to take as much ad-
vantage as they can by ra ising their demand for
compensation against a 1 aighly inflated loss of
their properties. One of ou r reports highlighted a
fake settlement to put up claims for compensa-
tion,

We do sympathise with t he people who have to
undergo the trauma of 1 osing for good their
ancestral homes and also make some readjust-
ments in their traditional w 7y of life. There is no

oint dumping them to an y place the authority
ﬁas liked biuit which in their opinion is worse than
where they were residing. T 'he important igsue is
to provide for an attractive and livable place. At
the same time, these peop )le must realize that
they should not cash in und uly un.sumettmlg that
is vitally important for the e« untry's progress as a
¢ohesive entity. .A thorou gh look into these
aspects will show how the ru 2settlement issue can
be better addressed and solv ed. .

] - - -

Unmitigated B -utalization

With the might of the Rus sian military prowess
turned on tiny Chechnya, th e unfolding scenario
of brutalization upon a freedc lm-lﬂvin%lpnpulﬂtﬂ of
.some 2 million is already a blot on human con-
s.cience. It is dreadful to thii 1k, there is more to
covme. The deserted capital ¢ ity Grozny, with its
blown up buildings, scarrec | and scrawny look
anc | strewn corpses and the underground cellar-
livir,'g of a diminished few ha ving nowhere to go.,
has the classieal look of a g fhost town after an
atomu 'c holocaust. 1 |

The® Russian airforce pla nes are dropping
bombs i to checkmate the sou th-ward movement
of Che chen fighters from Grcozny; mines are all
around as an Entra{)ped pop ulation anxious to
move ou 't to safety slide deep into total helpless-
ness. Th ousands upon thous: inds have died or
been m:timed, Humanitarizin aid flows to
Chechnya committed by a fewr developed coun-

choked as these e to be rouied
t{ﬁﬁua Eth e Russian force on t he ground. At any

rate. a situ. ation as warlike as i’hat cannot pcrmiit
relief work. So the s;:lale pt the tragedy is beyond

| comprehension,
m&gi‘ggﬁ ti D urﬁ}derstand whyr the UN security
" council is still silent when this war bears all the
signs of an esc "alation not onlly in Chechnya but
also in the caud *asus region aincl that with an at-

sides to this issue. The
ne one or a created one
Both the resettlin

tendant implicat, ‘on of exodus of refugees, criteria

that usually pron. Pt the apex ot the world body to

act ?
Basically a Rus, sian restrairit is called for in

Chechnya in the L'ght of its fiailure at the CIS

mmit to get the n 1ember-repuiblics to
imun mgrdeﬁ anc | a unified defence strategy.

' will only deepen into an
Russia's . blundgrinl%c‘ keund MLt were to fan

Afghanistan-type q

5 reactions ¥ to the wiar in Moscow it-
iff ﬂcaﬁ;g the troc ps which: have deserted.

Cashing in on the Chect,‘en offer for peaceful ne-

gotiations Kremlin bettc T scttle for immediate

talks with them. '

How Dare Th ey Do It?

The savage mistreatment o f the Kuwait Airwag; |

'S national of a la

staff with Bangladesh-born U

passenger. Leena Jamali. is ¢ \n eve-opener inci-

dent op many counts. ' ‘ ' 2
The lone woman's handbag . 1nd purse having
been checked thrice and_cleare ‘d by the securi-
~tymen, she went up to lier sca U in the aircraft
when came another round ol ru, mMaging
‘same by the pilot in association \ Vith some crew
members. They found nothing obje ‘ctionable. Yet,
when she complained, in a pr ‘aise-worthily
upright fashion, of the _
course, had a right to. do having paic 1 that much
money for the flight, insulting ren arks were
hurled at her, and she was even man, ?andled to
the point of her saree getting torn, acc ‘ording to
some reports. , !

She was then ordered out of the aircra ft and a
notice was slapped on 249 other passenge TS can-

_celling the flight altogether for 15 s t
in what was obviously

le are capable of.

- 1In the fall-out, despite provocations from the
Kuwait Airways men and their embassy offici: US,
the latter allegedly assaulting one of our aviatic
officials, the local c¢ivil aviation
propriately. They were quite t in demand
a written -explanation for offloading the victimise
lady and in reminding them that it was against in-
ternational civil aviation rules to suspend a flight
without good reasons causing untold inconve-
nience to so many passengers.

The Kuwait Airways officials' adamancy after
their crude misbehaviour with Leena is highly
deprecable. This is against service sector norms
in a sophisticated business where courtesy is at a
g:emium because of options for other airlines.

condly, there is an emotional cost in goodwill
to be paid where the misbehaviour affects some-
one on the very soil of her birth. :

Earlier, we had published stories about KLM
official tearing off the passport of a Bangladeshi
passenger or a passenger offloaded for no good
reason. This misbehaviour pattern of some for-

* eign airlines has to change. .

t-affected people’'s reluc--

MMENSE discussion has
I tiken place and a good
deal has been written in
the media about the prevailing
political impasse centering on
the mode of the next general
election. The political parties
I have played their maneuvers..
The politically conscious cili-
zens have expressed concerns
and distress. The media have
been informative about (hese
all and acted as means. of
exchange of views. My (riend
and fellow economist Prolessor
Rehman Sobhan is the latest to
olfer his views on the subject
as published the other day in
The Daily Star. He has mostly
dwelt on what could or should
have been done by whom and
when, and iried to clarily the
issues. The present atlempt is
not Lo analyse the past but to
explore whal is necessary for a
wayout of the impasse. The
mosl necessary Lthing is clear
thinking aboul (he relevant
matiers and issues.

National Objective

("learly the national objec-
tive is Lo achieve a credible
national election to constitutle
the next Parliament. This is.
essenlial for continuotrs demo-
cralic governance and pursail
ol pafy politics under accept
abBle norms. There is no ques

tions about this objecine. it
there are numernus question
about how (o wd hieve it Many

issiee crop p veecdl e dispas-
|

slotatley eovEiclo 1 ey tnr helr

solution. Lar e

freat =ariy ol them s < 4]

orderiy L= as | oam e naih

il
Who should Conduct
the Election

The mosl pressing  and
contentinns issur  is who
should conduct the next na-
tional election. Normally. il
should not be an issue. the sit-
ting government should have
the right and responsibility to

Miesnl Lo

do it. Bul under the present
political conditions in
Bangladesh. it has become the
major issue. Whether it should
become an issue is now irrele-
vant to raise. 1t is enough lo
accepl the fact that the oppo-
sithon puarties do not have con-
fichrie e o the ruling party s
hotee=ty to eoticdoet o Lir o dee-

| ECENT developments
R in India. especially over
the past g¢ouple of

years. appear Lo indicate the
Mutility of seeking purely
economic explanations, as well

as solutions to the problem of
India’s economic development.
This is exemplified by a point
made recently by a [riend high
up in the planning Commission
hierarchy. "The argument”, he
said, [is no longer one of

| - economic logic - or economic

on

ore

of the

hassle, w, hich she, of

hours
a duffer-like rage the \t few

ple acted ap*

eye ol law
'*d)él_uncn acy.

| validity. Your economie
argumenis may be valid .in
theory but they 'are impractical
ancl therefore irrelevant. The
argument should be one of
polilical feasibilily.” And he
added, signilicantly, "What you
have 1o look lor. in a political
demorracy  with  adult
| frarehise 12 what are the
rdnminaht walitica!  interests
that ~re leadt = the country
alone w oot poth e aller
what the cutrsuegiiviices are to
divergent silent (for quiescent)
seclions of the population?
What you have to understand is
that each single policy initia-
tive. each single transaction
| - today involves the transfer of

to a few people or a few groups
ol peuple. The poiul to under-
stand is. why is this accepted
by some B0 odd representa-
tives ol people in’ Parliament,
‘[ and a few thousand legislators

in the Stare Jegislative assem-
blies \

The point was well ex-
- pressed, for 1 was discussing
two developments: first. the
sudden decision to privatise
telecommunication services by
giving franchises to private
(foreign) bidders i the 18
telecom ‘circles into which the
country is  divided, even
though the existing (cable
‘network and other) facilities
could not be either separated
or ' duplicated or even par-

celled out, requiring the "basic
services” to be still owned and
.operated by the government,
with a "fee” for transmission;

the sale — at

and second]

I.nrewlve

the Constitution of the ¢ountry
| is the solemn expression of
the: Supreme Will of the people
anci Supremg: Law of the Land
and' we are to abide by, and
maintain the sanctity of the
Consstitution,

That the resignation of 147
M°s has created a social, polit-

the ~ountry and the Parliament
has (he:come inactive and prac-
ticall:v lost one of its two legs,
thus the continuation of the
Parlial nent with one leg is not
. ur, ju'st and desirable in the
and  norms. of

1"hat the constitutional cri-
sis a'rriv ed at, can be solved
withii 1 tl 1@ frame-work of the
Consti tut ion which my be de-
scribed as ' follows:

That' uinder Article 57(2)
the Prin ¢ Minister may advise
the Pres‘iclent to dissolve the
Parliame: "t and after dissolu-
tion. the , President under Arti-

cle 93 of.t he Constitution may

make and ' promulgate Ordi-
nances for a neutral caretaker

thousands of crores ol rupees.

- government

ical and constitufional crisis in

Current Political Impasse -— a Wayout
Possible with Clear Thinking

by RH.Khandker

tionn. The question should be
what are the possible alterna-
lives to Lhis constitutional and
conventional authority to run
elections. The opposition par-
lies have demanded election
under a neutral caretaker gov-
ernment. Two other alterna-
tives have also been men-
tioned. One is the Ninian lor-
mula to constitlute a govern-
ment drawing equal number of
MPs [rom both side, headed by
the ruling Prime Minister. A
variant of this is a same kind of
government with a different
Prime Minister from among
the ruling party MPs. This has
become the official proposal of
jhe ruling BNP after the Prime
Minister has offered to resign
30 days before the election.
The other remaining alterna-
tive is to run the election un-
der the direction of the Presi-

denit. with the assistance of
the Secretaries (o the Gov
ermnent. In all the cases. Lhe
Elec tion Commission is 1o

coniluct Lhe actual election
under the rule of the different
forms of governmeéent pro-
posed. Let us defer (he discus-
sion on the relative merits of
the proposed forms ol gov-
ernment to supervise the na-
tional election and treat some

other related issues. which °

may lead to a logical answer.
endment
All 1#1!“ alternatives dis-

cussed  above, apari from a
government formed with sit-
ting MPs, will require amend-
ments to the Constitution. The
Constitution does not provide
for a caretaker geovernment,
nor does it vest executive
power ip the President which
is required Il he is charged
with the responsibility of rul-
ing and supervising any elec-
tion conducted by the Election
Commission. The ruling BNP
was adamantly opposed to
amending the Constitution.
which prevented reaching a
consensus on the proposal for
a carcltaker government. Now

Economic

development cannot be considered
India needs a decent, decentralised polity for the economy to flower.

the jion has changeed wilh
the Prime Minister's oMer lo
resign hefore the national
electijon. The BNP appears o
e fawve mirably dispersed 10 holdd-
ing an election nnder the su-
pervision of Lhe Presideni

should tihe opposition- decline

to join a government with BNP
under a BNP MP as the Prime
Minister. It implies that BNP is
now ready (o concede tlo
amending tlve Constitution
should il be necessary.

Il BNP does nol insist on
presiding over the election
and does not int=nd to influ-
ence the outcome. il has ne
moral ground to refuse (o go
for an election under a neutral

caretaker gigernment. now
that the I"'Infl'llrl['l-h' ol ol
Aflerwiing ' Comerptannon has
heetn, A1 east minpdilly . Jiven

up by the party. Since the op-
position parties have rejed "~
joining a government with DA
to rule during the election pe-
rind. the remaining alterna
lives are to have an election ei-
Lher under an executive Presi-
dent or under a caretaker gov-
ernment. Both the forms are
esseniially non-party in char-
acter and to that extent neu-
tral.

The opposition parties have
already accepted the principle
of having the incumbent Presi-
dent as the head of a caretaker
government. There should
therefore be no objection to
his heading a government of
officials. if that is considered
neutral enough o accept. Gov-
ernment officials, posted in
their positions without the
consideration ol influencing
the election 1o favour a certain
party should he considered
fairly neutral and nol suffi-

ciently 'powerful over a fair-
minded Electiomr Comunnssion,
If fhe BNP should hiag: no ex
cuse against a carelgror gov-
ernment, the niunninn
should likewise have o objec-
tion 1o a non-party govermmment

composed of offlicials. The
precedence of the 1991 Elec-
iven under a caretaker gov-
ernment headed by Chief Jus-
lice Shahabuddin Ahmed lends
mighty weights on the pro-
posal of a caretaker govern-
ment. However. the question
remains whether an amend-
ment of this Constitution is
now feasible after the submis-
sion and the resignalion ol
147 rmprmilirm M«

Resignation of
Opposition MPs

The above analysis makes
the issue of the resignation of -

the opposition as the most
crucial and deciding one. The
Constitution must be amended
whether the government is (o
preside over an election com-
preed of non-party neulral
porsonahinws wi ullicials under

e Preaident. An
ATrree Ayvee - F s P catityyion
B OB IR s s et L TeaE
& e '.'"!ffu..:- e e F - :;'I"
the Parllamen Wi v ~ma
il.'.:ﬂﬂu'ﬂ” il 147 1y e I

reduced to a botdy ol WK 1w ss
then the required (wr Ulaids.
If the resignations are consid-
ered effective. will R be Con-
stitutional to amend the con-
stitutio.n by a Parllament com-

posed o, 183 (330-147) or less.
MPs witl' affirmative votes of.

two-third:y of those present
and votimy1 for the amend-
memt? Even il legal points de-
clare such an amendment
constitutional . it will be clearly
a national forc €. 1t will lack po-
litical legitima'cy If 147 MPs
are opposed to L. Even il they
are' nol oppose'd. Lhe legiti-
macy will be ter'uous. N this
line of argumen.! holds, the
|47 resigning Mi’s must re-
turn to the Parliar.nert which
is required 1o briny Lheir de-
mand for a caretak er govern-

ment info a really.

The .debate on wh=ther th
resignations of the 147 MPs

Arun Ghosh writes from New Delhi

throw  away prices — of the
equily of highly prized public
seclor enierprises.

Since -that discussion with
the Planning Commission ofli-
cial, events have moved some-
what dramatically; and sud-

denly we find a@*window being

prised open. Suddenly. three
ministers of the Union Cabinet

are lorced to resign. And these

ministers — publicly indicted
by a Joimt Parliamentary Com-
mittee (in respect of two) and
a former Comptroller and Au-
ditor General (in respect of

one} — may be stated to have

been relatively minor actors in
a high drama of enormous
proportions. The major actors
in the drama today are those
responsible for power policies
and power projects, oil poli-
cies and oil projects,
telecommunication project,
railway purchases and con-
tracts, defence purchases and
contracts, and the policy per-
taining to the financial sector
— banking and insurance —
and to public sector enter-
prises generally. We have many
high.profile actors; and even as

. the country is moving inex--

orably towards monéy making
onal scale, with scant at-
tention to where the interests
of the people of this couniry
lie, we have a minor tremor.
That tremor is a sign that
there is some internal dissen-

sion within the dominant
political interests in the
- country.

. The news that Arjun Singh,
a senior minister of the Union
Cabinet has resigned, two of
the several grounds being, (a)
that the recent liberalisation
efforts have in effect become
liberalisation of corruption,
and (b) that there is no inner
democracy within "the ruling
party. the leadership playing a
dubiouis role in communal poli-

under him
-(President) and in this context
the: Prime Minister under Ar-
ticle 57(1) of the Constitution
may resign giving directives to
the President to act according
to the Constitution under Ar-
ticle 56(4) having a neutral
caretaker government to run
the general election and afier
the election all the activities of
that government shall’be laid
before the Parliament in its
first session and be passed and

adopted in the Constitution as .

13th Amendment. : '
Aduvocate Helal Uddin Ahmed

General Secretary, DHRC,
Ho Chi Minh type

open university

Sir. Many thanks to Shahed
Latif for his "Window on Asia"
article under the headline
"Expanding Education on a
Broadfront” which appeared in
your esteemed daily an 8th
Dec ‘94. The Ho Chi Minh type
of open university is really aj-
plicable in our country. Ac«-

tics.

The truth is that the com-
mon people of this country
have enormous wisdom. That
wisdomm was demonstrated in
1977. in 1980, and again in
1989. (In 1985, after the as-

sassinalionof lndira Gandhi:

and again in 1991, after the
assassination of Rajiv Gandhi,
the electorate was swayed by
emotion). Once again. the elec-
lorate has spoken in the State
level elections in Andhra
Pradesh, in Karnataka, in
Sikkim and in Goa, in Novem-
ber/December 1994. And [i-
nally, with elections due in Gu-
jarat. -Bihar and Maharashtra

this month, the people have

another opportunity to express
themselves. Meanwhile. a
chink has appeared in the ar-
mour of the ruling caucus.
Those in power until parlia-
immentary elections become
mandatory in mid 1996 do not
yel appear to have taken note
of the verdict of the people in
November/December 1994,
though some among the domi-
nant political interests in the
countiry appear to have gol a
little shaken. :

We need, 'thérefuret to re-’

assess the political framework
of economic developmient.
And, in that context, we need
to take note of two important
desiderata. The first importani
point to note is the viewpoint
of the upcoming generation,

Lhe generation born after the

founding of the Republic of In-
dia in January 1950; a genera-.
tion that knows nothing of the.
freedom struggle, knows noth-
ing of Mahatma Gandhi, knows
nothing of the dreams and
plans of the planners of yore; a
generation that has faced
problems and new challenges -
of enormous competition with

very few opportunities, a gen- |

_cording to Shahed Latii. this

type of open universily pro-
vides skilled manpower and
make available to the expand-

" ing service and manufacturing

sectors, the required trained
people. As the university offers
reasonable fees, the poor stu-

dents can get degree from the

university. There will be no
restriction on admission. Any
body paying the required fees
should be allowed to be en-

'rolled in any course. The late

learner can also be a student of
this university. It can avoid the
political violence which is a
common scenario in almost all
the universities of our country.
Here the capital investment is
very little. The fees collected
from the students can meet
the salaries of the teachers and
other recurrent costs.

| think this kind of univer-

sity is very much needed in
our country. The government
and appropriate authorities
should ponder over it very

deeply.

5 M Kamal Sarwar Kazol,
MWHMW

{and of some people within { he
country) through the 17V
screen, a generation that is m M
able to comprehend man ¥
things (including the reasons
for the backwardness ol thfs
gountry). also a generation that
is very largely a deprived. lot,
mired in ignorance, in ill-
health and disease, in poverty,
in miserable living conditions.

We thus have a new genera-
tion that is impatient of the
pasi. a ration thal wanis
tor break free of the shackles ol
dcgrlﬂuun.‘ the shackles of
the past,

The second desideratum is ¢

a [all-out of the first, coupled
with Lhe soctal milieu fostered
by the dominant pelitical in-

It's Chocs A-..-v;a)-z as the I 725th
- V-day Approaches

 Acres of red roses, tonnes ¢'f gift-wrapped chocolates, Champagne by the
bucket — all these and more* will be tactically deployed by those with the

prosperity of the outside woi rid

have become eileciive on sub-
nssion. or should be accepted
M lrjtt'lh:l h!f the mﬂkﬂ or
stxuld it be decided by the
Sup."eme Courl. has become
futile. ¥ the resigning MPs
have (2 return to the Parlia-
ment to amend the Ceonstitu-
tion to pa've the way for a form
of governnent under which all
the parties can partictpate in
the election. The resignations
musit be witidrawn, or re-
jected by the Speaker with

" the consent of Jhe resigning

MPs. The political parties must
choose to accept w'thout any
delay ithe course to reach a
consensus in favour o a care-

taker government. be i/ com-

posed of officials or non-ffcial

aned mon-party persons. H.‘.‘hinﬁ
the resignatims oflfecttve wi

hioe 'k the wavy to holding .
electiom except under the rin-
ing BNP whirh is admiiiedly
politically non-feasible. The
way oant  from the political im-
passe is not through the resig-
nations of the opposition MPs.
rather il is through the with-
drawal of sach resignations.

Timing of the General
Flections

The oupuosition is clamour
v mygoeliate dissolution
ul the Marlumuwm and holding
an clection mawler a caretaker
governmein. lMNuil seems (o be
an unreal demand for beoeth
practical amd consiitutional
reasons_  Election Comnmission
will take mionths. may be a
year. o be ready 1o hold a fair
election. In the meantime. the

[EELL

~ BNP has complicated the mat-

ter by its bid in the maneuver
ol avoiding the call lor a
change in the government o
hold a fair election. it has. en-
acted a legislation making the
isscance of voler 1D cards as
hinding for holding a “lailr”
election . The timing of any

v ection s now dependent on

i timing of the iIssuance ol

viola 1+ 1D ecards. This has e
come: evidlent in the current
session ol 1the PFarbanwent

L]

cul development of the country.

terests today: a world of crass

selflishness. of corruption, of
lack of ethical values, of 'self
before everything. The result i1s
cynicism, and contempt for
moral principles among large

segments of youth. ,

But the bulk of the popula-
tion — largely rural. largely

wherr the Law Minister .-
tempied and then withdrew a
hill 10 bypass the reguirement
of vorer 1D, Even f BNP in
lendds 1o hold bv-elections Lo
(il the vacancies of the 147
resigning MPs. that will not he
possible without veter 1D
cards. I this is correct. BNP
has been caugh in the cobweb
of ils own mancuvers.

The Wayout
| am not a lawver. The
gummerd pul in the ]H’N‘ﬂa’
section mav not be valid in the
legal sense. Whether it is valid
or not. there is no doubl that
the only possible wav out is. in
a logical order. the lollowing:
(1) reach an agreement on the
lorm ol a non-party govern-
mert o preside over (he elec-
tion. composed of rither neu-
tral nou-official personalities
or officials under an executive
Prestdent (2) withdraw the
resignations of the opposition
MPs 10 restore the full house
of the Parliamem 1o amend (he
Constitution (3) amend the
Constitution o validawe the
formation ol the agreed furm
of governmeml (41 lorn. e
agreed gowermsimemm 1o ol e
country il the elaution bas
hevn completed and a new leg-
islature Is eleciefl: and (1S
eovwiuet the election as lairly
ve possible. The tenmure of this

convernment and the timing of
the eiection  wAll depend muy
the akility of the Election

Commission e completc the
arramgements o hold a fau

electiom. 1 voter 1D ond s W=
gallv rt*l'.“'il‘i‘nh‘ul 1L L
e Ve, = T eV g

i owill evre: povne the oy Yians
of 1l eler 1.

Accepting resignations g
the opposition MPs should
be an issue. it will only block
the path lor a selution to the
impasse. The withdirawal of the
resignations following an fm-
mediate consensus on the
form ol non-party government
can perhaps still be achieved.
To the presenl writer'. this
secins (0 be the only way out e
aver! a constitttional and polit-
ical anarchy.

e writer is an cconomist
ang a former senior official of
the Planning Commission and
I'NDP

Politics, Economics and Development: Indian Perspective

economic policies in the coun-
try. we need to have a decent
political framework. And that
[ramework. in a democracy.
must be people-oriented, -
people-centric. Such a frame-

work calls for much greater ¢/
Jective decentralisation of poli-
tics' — down (o the local level
— than we have had so far.
(That may well be a precursor

lo a pond in every village
within a year, in lieu of a gigan-

tic Sardar Sarovar dam or

traditional — has been search-

ingg for an alternative. That

seiitkch. expressed in the elec-

toral results of 1977, 1980,
1989 and now again in 1994,
has; so far been in vain.

The perceplive view, ex-
pressed by the senior Planning
Coimmission, official, has im-
jroitant lessons. Economics

h as. no meaning outside of a
gi'vizn socio-political
wior'k. If we want worthwhile

frame-

Tehri dam after twenty
but, we digress).

Economic development
cannot be considered apart
from the social and political
development of the country.
india needs a decent. decen-
tralised polity for the economv
to MNower.

— Ve wlira

‘ARUN GHOSH is a lurmer
Member of Indian Planning .
Comuinission.

by Nicola Cole

wit to woo as February 14 Valentine's Day

: approac _
~ Service correspondent muses on a festival almost as old as love itself...
Valentii ie cards — lace-decked

ED roses, Champagne

or a year's supply of

best Belgian chocolates
— as. SL Valentine's Day
approacheés for the 1,725th
time. all come close to topping
the charts for .favourite
February 14 enticer. '

With V-day In view_ it's
chocs away to the tune of about
100 million tonnes worldwide
— with mint the most popular
flavour (it is said to be as po-
tent an aphrodisiac as pow-
dered rhino horn). .

Britain, Denmark and Hol-
laund harbour” the hottest
chocolate-lovers:' they. curl
upon  sofas with more soft
centres than any other nation.

Champagne is also a first
choice with romantics — and
not just because it is tradition-
ally "the wine of kings and
king ol wines".

An ardent, anonymous
suitor has given us this tribute:
"Chocolates may be sweeter,
but champagne is quicker.”
French and American men
pour mwore bubbly into their
womenfolk than any others — a
key part of the more than 150
million bottlefulls they buy ev-
ery year. _

Jeanne de Pompadour, the
aristocratic 18th-century
French courtesan, declared
Champagne to be "the only
wine that leaves a woman beau-
tiful after drinking it.”

As for red roses, the total is
uncounted — but more are sent
now than at any other time of
year and demand is great
enough to give a boost to Is-
raeli and South American ex-

Subtle seducers will mean-
while be laying siege via air
tickets to the Seychelles. sup-
posedly the original Garden of
Eden. or with collectable old

Vietori:an ones (hat bear
charminig couplets like "May
love your footsteps sweetly
tend/Arid guide you ever,

dearest friend” now fetch up to -

$250 apiece.

A more recenl exampic,
sent by awctress Marilyn Mon-
rov and inscribed "My heart
belongs to daddy, but 1 love you
tonight”, metted double that
sum not kg ago. i, S

Such giifts instantly estab-
lish the gliver as someone of
taste and wealth, and wealth
can be a:y big a turn-on as
power — e ven than love

itself. if you1 can believe surveys

suggesting many couples put
cash befor e passion In mar-

" riage.

But are we truly, madly and

deeply as 1 nercenary as this?

Interest sol ely in the size of a
lover's CD collection? Fasci-
nated only 13y how much fold-
ing money it takes to produce

that intrigui ng bulge in pocket -

contours?

Put it this way: the gold
rush isn't over yet. For every
dozen maidiins modestly in-
sisting it is his charm. his
smile, his personality or his
sense of humwuyr that are the
knock-outs, tihere is one ruth-
less realist ( hinking: "Be an
angle, Valentine honey, skip
the card, send me money."

For better or worse, she’ll
get what she wants: a hunk
with a heart -of-gold and a
matching bank account.

"Nature has wired us for

- one special per'son.” says psy-

cho-biologist Arithony Walsh of
Idaho's Boise fitate University
in the US; if we fail to find the
perfect partner. our brain cir-
cuitry goes on hunting for the
best alternative When all the
right bells ring, we're hooked

of The Australian

hes. A Gemini News

FPsychiatrists say a you
woman chooses a lover who
the image of her dad — except
for the traits in him she dis-
likes most. T
" "Like heat-seeking missilés
we will al
partners who
our parents did,” says Dr
Harville Hendrix, author of
Getting the Love You Want

Our goal in life is to return

" to "that original state of re-

laxed joyfulness” we remember
from early days.

Reaching it involves a voy-
ace ol self-discovery and dam-
auve lmitation. of overcowuuing
Livrts and insecurities.

For many. the voyage will
start with a Valentine card.

The original notion of what
Valentine's Day stood for has
now virtually been lost. A
learned few still associate the
day with the Hmnanhr hlmh“:i :{h:
was | s
and cm:l:mned fewer will recollect
the story of how he fell.in love
with the jailor's blind daughter
and, on the eve before his exe-

cution, sent her a note with

the message: "With love from
your Valentine."

Another claim is that the
sending of love letters and
cards has nothing to do with
St Valentine himself and that
the custom originated during
rope's Middle Ages. having
been linked with the day |
the belief that it opened th
mating season for birds.

Either way, more than one
billion messages will soon be
winging their way through the
post worldwide.

NICOLA COLE (s a British
freelance writer who has
worked for The Times aof
London and the London bureau




