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The mosquite in the city
has continued 1w prove m-
tractable. In somme areas it has
assumet distressing propor
Lons. '

The citizens ask helplessly
if they have Lo resign them-
selves till the misery -il causes
comes (o a natural end. The
hope for natural end to the
menace arises because

. mosquitoes are said to have a
short life-span — aboul 30 days
in all — 15 days in larvae stage
and 15 days at adult stage.
November to February is their
breeding season.

Unfortunately the Dhaka

City Corporation {(DCC] has an -

unsatisfactory past record in
mosquito control. The DCC,
however, raised high hopes of
effective mosquito control
after the last mavoral election
when the new mayor made
high promises to eradicate the
menace. Butl so far no sign of
its effective control in 1the city
appears to be in evidence. The

Deputy Leader ol our
Parliament lately expressed
concern over the conse-

guences of mosquito bite say-
ing that it helped resurgence
of malaria world-wide. He fur-
ther warned that it causes a
deadly disease ‘like cerebral
malaria and as such the
mosquito  menace shnuld be
taken seriously,

The DCC has launched a
massive drive against the
mosquito menace as part of a
crash programme. The current
drive is the second phase of
the DCC's mosquito manage-
ment programme aimed at de-
stroying 90 per cent of the
‘breeding sites.

The third and last phase of
the crash programume which
includes damaging of the

Kashmir issue concerns

By A S M Nurunnabi

mosquito larvae and spraying
of insecticides with 200 ma-
chines and three mounted ve-
hicles. It is hoped that com-
pletion of the three-phase
programme will eradicate
more than 70 per cent of the
mosquitoes and ensure a con-
tinuous effective control.

The City Corporation
sources said that the first cycle
of the Corporation s crash pro-
gramme has been completed
in all 90 wards of the capital.
The first phase comprised
identification and cleaning of
breeding areas and releasing
huge gquantity of gappi fish in
cily drains which controls
mosquito larvae. It also in-
cluded mixture ol anti-malarial

oil. diesel and wooden dust
which creates a il on the
. stagnant walerbodies and

rheck mosquito breeding.

Fogging and releasing of
more gappl fish will be part of
the third and last phase of the
massive crash programme,
Nearly 1.5 crore gappi fish will
be released in the city drains,
a management sysiem effec-
tively developed in Calcutta.

DCC complained of shortage
of funds for its [nability to pro-
cure 450 machines for the 90
wards. It blames the Finance
Ministry for not providing
support and holding Tk 3.7
crore Japanese yen fund pro-
vided for environment protec-
lion and mosquito control of
the metropolis. -

Two kinds of insecticides
are used: Sicoflying as adulti-
cide and pyrofox as larvaecide.
The strategy of aerial spraying
as a means of mosquito control
is understood to have been
abandoned owing to its far-
reaching adverse environmen-
tal impact. At present the

Islamic world : Benazir

ISLAMABALD. Feb 10: Pakis:
tan's Prime Minister Benazu
Bhutto said her ‘country's
dispute with India over the
Himalayan Kashmir region was
an issue that concerns the
entire Islamic world. the offi-
" clal APP news agency said to-
day. reports Reuter.

"Sooner or later, they
(Kashmiri Muslims) will have
to be delivered from the living
kell that India has created for
them.” APP quoted Bhutto as
telling Islamabad-based Mus-
lim diplomats in a Thursday
. night speech.

"Please remind your gov-
ernments of this moral obliga-
tion. It s an issue like that of
Bosnia-Herzegovina, which
concerns the entire Islamic
world,” she was quoted as
telling a religious iftar dinner
after the day-long Ramadan
fast. '

"As we ohserve - this
Ramadan Tmonth of fasting),
let us not forget the terrible

sufferings' of, our Kashmiri
brothers and sisters,” she said,
referring (o New Delhi's

Garments wofkers'
ultimatum for
Eid bonus

Garments workers have
warned of a strong agitation
programme if their Eid bonus:
is not given by February 26,
reports UNB.

_ The ultimatum came al a
rally, organised by National
Garments Workers' Federation

(NGWF), held in front of the -

Jatiya Press Club }rcsttrday
- afternoon.

Presided over by the NGF
General Secretary Amirul Haq
Amin, it was also addressed by
representatives of different
- gannmts units.

crackdown on the live-year old
separatist revolt by Muslim
miflitants in the Indian-ruled
part of the lormer princely
slate.

New Delhi says Kashmir is
an integral part of India.

Islamabad wants the pre-
dominanth m Kashmiris

to decide in a UN-mahdated -

plebiscite whether to join
Islamic Pakistan or secular. but
Hindu-majority. India.

Some militant groups want
to reunite Kashmir into an in-
dependent state.

Bhutto told her audience
Pakistan was ready to hold
"purposeful negotiations with
India if the core issues are
addressed with a view to re-
solving them.” but rejected
New Delhi's moves for elec-
lions as a saluunn APP re-
pﬂﬂr:d

"India is once again trying
to throw a smokescreen on its
erimes in Kashmir by talking
vaguely of some cosmetic mea-
sures -- elections - and a dia-
logue with Pakistan.” she said.

"The entire world knows
that it is Impossible to hold a

. representative election in the

present situation prevailing
there. Hall a million troops and
a terrible law called the
Terrorism and Disruptive
Activities Act have combined
to become a licence for mur-
der and rape,” APP quoted her
as saying.

Bhutto said it ‘was not pos-
sible for Pakistan to cease its
moral and diplomatic support
for the Kashmiris 'sacred
cause.’

She said it was also. imp-nr-
tant for international institu-"

tions like the UN Human
Rights Commission to "do
their best to persuade India to

. scale down its grave violations

of human rights" in the 1rdu-
bled region. ;
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the néarby Nalchhaya Char ae-
quired by the JMBA. Toyeb also
could not say what was his plan
. for a permanent residence but
opposed the idea of living at
the resetilement site saying
his family members would not
feel free to live there.

Amirunnessa, a housewife of
one of the three families resid-
ing at rehabilitation site, told
this correspondent they were
feeling insecure and isolated
since they now did not have
any neighbours, unlike where
they lived earlier. "We the poor
people are now bound to live
here until a better place is
found for living,” she fegret-
ted. :

This correspondent talked
te a cross section of people
including those affected and
gathered that the imhabitants
of the char areas were dislik-
-ing the idea of living at the re-
settlement site because they
thought they would lose life
style they were accustomed to
since long. Besides, they were
. not sure about the of so-
cial bondage to be built up in a
society where people from’
different localities and accupa-

tions and varying backgrounds
living together.

JMB: Rehabi]itatlon

Moreover, they thought living
'in a congested area lacking
senough space would be difﬂ-‘
cult for them. :

It was learnt from thc local
people that- most of the PAPs

 had already bought largér plots

of land in the areas of their
choice. Others invested in a
variety of business the money
they got as‘compensation for
their lands and houses.

A section of the affected
people also bought lands adja-
cent to the JMBA acquired
area and invested the money in
new structures with the hope

. of making undue profit if those

are acquired.
The Resettlement Unit
(RU) of the JMBA had also

planned to expand the rehabil-

itation area of Sirajkandi by
acquiring more lands. But the
plan now seems not feasible
because of the PAPs reluctance
to live there.

Many of the PAP are show-

* ing unwillingness to be per-

manently settled in that area
and prefer areas which are safe
from ereosion and are not likely
to be acquired by the govern-
ment at a later stage, said an
official of the RU office at
Bhuapur, adding "they are just
awaiting more benefits”.

-Persmtent Mosquito Menace in Clty

fighting tools largely consist of
power and hand sprayers, ve-
hicle and fogger sprayers. The
Corporation sources, however,
siress the important f[actor
that its programme for
mosquito control can hope for
success if it is supplemented
with the efforts of its citizsens
to keep their immediate
neighbourhoods clean.
Sustained efforts are also
necessgry by those who may be
owning the low-lying areas
within the city limits and out-
side it. Otherwise, the eflorts
for eradication made in some
areas are likely to be nullified
by the existence of the vast
areas of mosquito breeding
grounds which are beyond the
reach of the spraying squads.
In this context, it may be re-
membered that an adult
mosquito can fly nearly two
kilometres against the wind.

A factor that poses a big
challenge to the efforts of the
City Corporation is the exis-
tence of vast expanse of hy-
acinth-filled water areas of the
city: for example, on the east
side of Motijheel and Rampura
and Bashabo neighbourhoods.
Besides, there are thousands
ol ditches, derelict ponds,
marshlands, and networks of
big drains and nullahs which
are safe havens for mosquito
breeding as most of them are
beyond the reach of insecti-
cide spraying squads. Some of
themm are not even under the
control of the City Cor-
poration. If the control efforts
are not geared up to the full by
all imeans available during the
breeding season, the cHizens
of Dhaka will be exposed to
continuing bout of suffering
from the mosquilo menace.

BCUTA demands

another time-scale

By Stafl Correspondent

The Bangladesh College
University Teachers Associa-
tion |[BCUTA) yesterday de-
scribed the sanctioning of
time-scale for the teachers of
non-government schools and
colleges as a partial implemen-
tation of a Prime Minister's
pledge. :

In a joint statement, presi-
dent of the BCUTA Dr M
Akhtaruzzaman and general
secretary Prol Shafiul Alam
demnanded another time-scale
for non-government college
teachers who have completed
12 years of continuous service.,

Rushdie must
die: Iran

NICOSIA. Feb 10: A senfor
Iranian official said that Teh-
ran' s death editt aghinst Sal-
man Rudshdie remains in force
and that the writer must be
killed. the Islamic Republic
News Agency reported, says
AP.

The statement by Iran's
Deputy . Foreign Minister
Mahmoud Vaezi drew a harsh
reaction [rom Denmark. which
he =aid was reneging on
statements he made Iius week
in Copenhauen,

Arwand Banu
1 Page | Col B
Leila's early professional
training was in classical music
under the guidanceé of Ustad
Gul Mohammad. Her versatile
talent encompassed Nazrul
Geeti, Rabindra Sangeet, mod-
ern folk and gazal songs. Apart
from Bangla and Urdu songs,
her repertoire included songs

in Persian and Turkish.

After -early schooling at Ed-
en School, she studied Persian
and Philosophy at Dhaka
University. She received the
"Pride of Performance" award
in 1969 by the President of
Pakistan, .and the "Coronation
Gold Medal" by the Shah of
[rant following her tour of Iran
in 1968. She performed in
many cities, including Tehran,
Calcutta, Istanbul, ‘Moscow,
and London. 1

Leila Banu was an honorary
principal of the Dhaka Music
College between 1977 to
1986, Trustee of Dhaka Mu-
seum, and represented the
country in many cultural visits
abroad. .

* She leaves behind her hus-
band Shamsul Huda Chow-
dhury, their only daughter

Shahnaz and grand-daughter °

aisha, many relatives and
friends to mourn her death.,
Her gqulkhwani will be held
on Tuesday after Asr prayers at
7 Eskaton Gardens, family
BSS adds: State Minister for
Cultural Affairs Prof Jahanara
Begum expressed her shock at
the death of Leila Arjumand
Barmu. ~
In her condolence message,
the State Minister recalled
Arjumand Banu's outstanding
contributions to art and cul-
ture.
The officers and employees

of the Shilpakala Academy also

expressed their deep grief. In

a condolence message they
said that the death of this
artist would cause an irrepara-
ble loss to the field of culture.

Poet Sufia Kamal (C) being conducted by artist Shahabuddin iLl to one of hll paintings at lhe

Shilpangan in the city yesterday.
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Russia suffers setback
at CIS summit

ALMA-ATA. Feb 1D: Russia
has suflered o siinging setback
at the suimmit of CIS leaders
here with none of its neigh
bours backing Moscow's pro-
posals for a conmunon defence
strategy. members of the Rus-
sian delegation sald today. re-
ports AFP.

“"Russia Lried to prove that
the 12 members of the Com-
monwealth of Independent
States ICIS) needed an accord
stipulating the idea of an ex-
ternal border they should
commonly defend. but it failed
in convincing its partners.” a
inember ol the delegation said
after the CIS heads of state
held their one-day meeting
here in the Kazakh capital.

The Russian protocol called
lor- CIS countries to approve
the idea of a comunen exiernal
border and to commit them-
selves 40 a common defence
system. particularly in air
S{xICe.

Only lour countries backed

. the protocol Thursday during

a meeting ol CIS loreign and
delence ministers: Russia,
Kazakhsian. Kyrgyzstan and
Tajikistan.

The others said they pre-
lerred a Uktalnian version call
ing for coordination of coun
tries efforts in the defence ol
their frontiers rather than a
straicn forward commitment

lo a common defence.
Butl even that version [ailed

lo win any backing Loday by
Lhe 12 heads of siate

The e of an external
border i~ nly lavourable tg
Russia. " sail Thursday a mem-

ber of Lhe Uzbekistan delega-
tion opposed to the protocol.
He added that with Russia un-
able 1o use radar systems in-
stalled in the former Soviel
republics. "its nuclear capabil
ity is now blind and deaf.”

A new proposal on a com-
mon defence strategy is to be
submitted at the next CIS
suminit to be held in Minsk on
May 26.

Only a memorandum on
mutual guarantees of territorial
integrity was singed during the
summit today The proposal for
peace within CIS borders had

been pul forward by Kazakh
president Nursultan Nazar
bayev.

Reuter adds: CIS leaders
agreed at the summit to pro-
mole peace and stability in the
region but had little to say on

. the Chechnya conflict.

The other 11 CIS leaders
heard a report on the situa-
Hon in Chechnya from Yeltsin.
~ No details were released.
bt Kazakh leader Nursultan

Nazarbrayev wld a S1-s Uit
news colference Moscow wils
actively sceking ways 1o end
Lhe fighting.

.
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and Head of the Department
of Transplantation Science of
the Bristol University, UK. ar-
rived in Dhaka vyesterday to
conduct a workshop on "Organ
Transplantation.”

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas will inaugurate the two-
day workshop at Sonargaon
Hotel at . 10 am tomorrow.. It
1||I|||'III be jointly organised by the
Bangladesh Renal Association,
Beximco Pharmaceuticals and
Sandhant ol the Dhaka Medi-
cal College. :

Prof Bradiey told the press
conference al the National

Press Club that organ trans-

plantation is a miracle in the
medical science and thou-
sands of lives are being saved
every year with this technique.

"Cadaveric organ transplan-
tation should be permitted in

" legislation and encouraged to

save millions of lives.” he said.

Awareness to donate orghns
ri. create an ehvironment for
the lonation which will benefit
M least 10,000 people in
Bangladesh every year. he
added.

Bradley suggested three
main steps: First. back up facil-
ities for organ transplantation,
secondly, a supportive law for

.| cadaveric donation and thirdly,

dlmuraging the unethical

Organ transplantation

praciice of purchasing organ
witli money.

A Organ Donation Act
shoulkd be enacted iimmedi-
altelv. added Dr Harun-Ur-

Rashid. a kidney specialist.
This act will encourage the
people to donate their organs
like kidney, heart. lung, liver
and cornea for transplantation
in the bodies of others people.
Prof Bradley ‘will alse ad-
dress a seminar on organ
transplantation at the Dhaka

- Medical College Hospital today |
and at Pahartali in C hzltagnng !

on February 14

Implementation of
Sylhet division
demanded

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET. Feb 10: The Sylhet
Division Implementation and
Development Council de-
manded functioning of the
newly formed Divisional Head-
quarters here today.

Al a meeting the council
expressed concern over the

‘unnecessary delay’ in the im-

plementation ol Prime Minis-
ter Begum Khaleda Zia's decla:
ration in this regard four
munlhs ago.

Medicine
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Wihen contacted President
ol Aushadh Shilpa Samity
salman F Rahman declined 10
comment on the conflicls re
garding Rhone Poulence and
increase of commission for
drug dealers saying. "since the
minister has Invited us to a
meeting. | am optimistic about

A solution Lo the present crisis

in the drug market | would

not comment further

The Aushadh Shilpa Samity
has stopped providing us with
drugs but it will not he able 1o
compel us to sell the Rhone
Poulenc medicines., The
Mitlord wholesale market has
got a stock big enough 1o mee|
the druff requirement of the
capital for the next two
mwonths " Munir Hossain told
The Daily Star yvesterday.

"Actually. the conflict over
marketing of products of a
multinational is only the mani-
[estation of a two-year old tus-
sle belween us and the
Aushadh Shilpa Samity.” he
said. The BCDS had been ask-
ing the Shilpa Samity for an
enhanced commission for the
drug dealers. he added.

The present percentage of

.commission lor drug dealers as

lixed by the government is 16.
The BCDS demands this per-
cenitage be enhanced to 20. "In
reality, we do not get more
Ithan 5 Lo 6 per cent commis-
sion from. the big drug com-
panies as they exercise strong

mfuence in the market and
upon the vovernment.” Munir
added.

Meanwhile reports received
Iroan Jilferent parts ol Sylhet,
Chittagong and Dhaka indi-
caled that there has been a
slight inerease in the prices of
medicines  produced and
supplic  In major pharma: cv-

Aeal corngpraanes.

Indian SC

From Page | (ol 8
appointed committee that in-
cludes privfie citizéns, Sibal
said in an interview,

Promises by previous gov-
ernments (o unshackle Dour
darshan and All India Radio
have gone unfulfilled. The ne-

ws on the goyernment cha--

nnels often report. little more
than official functions.

"What the pgovernment
wanted to do all these years is
now being carried out through
a'court order,” Sibal said.

Satellite and cable  televi-
sion opened new vistas to
many viewers, The Hong Kong-
based Star TV network beams
western soap operas, British
news and international sports
to more than 20 million Indian
homes.

"The court directive is .

" good one and reduces govern- -

ment control,” said BG Verg-
hese, a media -analyst. "Bul
much depends on how the
government interprats the
court order.”

' From Page 1 Col 3

cotton export and the country
that has a large textile indus-
try. had to purchase some one
million bales of cotton from
the land-locked Central Asian
state of Kazakhstan.

The poor harvest in Pak-
istan. India and China has
widen the demand and supply

- gap resulting in a price-hike of
raw cotton in the international
market.

Bangladesh's present re-
quirement of cotiton stands at
some seven lakh balés — 5.5
lakh bales f[or the private sec-
tor textile and spinning mills,
and 1.5 lakh bales for the
state-run textile mills.

The textile and spinning
mills here are naw purchasing
cotton at rates starting from
1.02 US dollar per pound
which was only 0.65 dollar in
November last.

This hds raised the produc-

tiorn cost. bur the prifc nf

Bangladeshi
chugper than ’EFS& b

from India," thmd Shah-
jaharn, Presidéht of Bangladesh
Textile Mills' Assoclation
(BTMAJ. told UNB.
Kazakhstan cotton, popu-
larly known as CIS cotton,
were earlier offered through
traders. But they are
now offering that cotton at a
neck-to-neck price with US

cotton,

"“There are no way to gei
collon at cheaper price... we
are not feeling safe and se-
cure,” the BTMA president
said suggesting a government
arrangement with the US 'for
procuring cotton and resalé to
the private sector at a reason-
able price.

The 76-member association
is also planning bulk purchase
of raw cotton for the private
sector textile and spinning
mills.

The Bangladesh Textile
Mills' Corporation (BTMC) that
runs 31 state-owned textile

d spinning mills had faced a

~ setback in procuring cotton

last year following sudden sus-
pension of supplies by Pak-
Istan.

BTMC. director Khabiruddin
Ahmed informed that they had
only 35.000 bales of cotton In
stock or in the pipeline. The
corporation had to cancel a
January 28 tender and failed to
purchase cotton because of
high price.

The BTMC chairman went
to, Sudan but could not procure
950,000 bales of cotton which
that country earlier had agreed
to supply in exchange of jute
and jute goods (rom
Bangladesh Jute Mills' Corpo
ration (BJMC). Sudan is now
demanding cash payment,
Ahmed added

Cotton crisis hits textile mills

The BTMC official said the
corporation is now looking for
other sources. Besides, it is
planning to buy two lakh kilo-
grames of cotton frfom the do-
mestic market, he said.

According to figures avail-
able from Cotton Development
Board in Dhaka, the current
season's domestic output,
billed as a bunmmper production,
stands at some 80,000 bales or
some 12 per cent of the (otal
requirement.

But the Board's 'procure-
ment of sezd cotton is lacing a
serious setback due to large
scalé purchase by private gin-
1ETS.

The guwrnmrm has raised
the proturement rate of seed
cotton to Tk BOO per maund

this year from the last year's

Tk 720 per maund. Bul private
ginners in the northern dis-
tricts, the country's cotion
producing bell. are offering be-
tween Tk 950 to Tk 1000 per
maund.

The farmers who were mo-
tivated to cultivate cotton after
long persuasion. training and
other facilities by the Board,
are now selling their output to
the private ginners.

Officials at the Cotton De
velopment Board in Dhaka,
however, hoped thai the farmn
ers would repay loans (o Lhe
Board after selling their seed
cotion
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10. Fighting between Bosnians and

Bosnian Serh forces erupted today on the southern edge of a
L'N security zone surrounding the northwest Bosnian town of

Bihac. a United

Nations spokesman said. The fighting

hreached a ceasefire in force since the start of the vear. re-

ports AFP

Zulu ehiefs meet Inkatha leaders

ULUNDI [South Africal. Feb 10: More than 200 Zulu chiefs

e

Friday with leaders of the Zulu nationalist Inkatha

Freedom Party in defiance of an order by the Zulu king to

cancel the galhering. The meeting showed that

Inkatha

ieader Mangosuthu Buthelezi has the support of most of the
IO chieis 1in his power straggle withh King Goodwill Zelithini
iradiiional leader of the nation s 7 miflion Zulus, reports AP

Passengers of Pranab new FM

20 rickshaws
robbed

Passengers of abeut 20
rickshaws were robbed of their
eash by muggers near the In-
stitute of Fine Arts of Dhaka
University early yesterday. re-
ports UNB.

Witnesses sald a group of
ten teenagers waylaid the pas-

{ sengers and vegetable vendors

for half an hour from 6 am and
took away their money at dag-
ger-point.

“They searched everybody
during the 30-minute opera-
tion near the police control
room and disappeared with
the booties on the university
campus, said a vicuiim on

cdndition of anonymity.
Singapore air
chief leaves
Dhaka

The chief of the
Bingapore Air Force, Major
General Bey So0 Khiang, and
the members of his en
left Dhaka terday. ending
his three-day goodwill visit to
Bangladesh. reports BSS.

Chief of the Air Stafl, Air
Vice Marshal Altaf Hossain
Choudhury saw them off at the
BAF Kurmitola tarmac.
Principal stafl officers and se-
nior officers of the Bangladesh
Air Force were also present at
the Kurmitola tarmac to bid
them farewell, an ISPR press
release said.

Pilot-passenger
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Avi.ation Authority of Bangla-

desh [CAAB). The flight with
250 passengers aboard was
scheduled to take off at 9:40
am, but the departure was
rescheduled for 1 am today.
Witnesses said the pjlot
asked Leena to leave the aijr-

craft following exchange of hot

words
Ccrew.
At this stage the airport se-
curity intervened and asked
the pilot to give in writing the
reason for off-loading her.
Officials of the Kuwait
Embassy rushed 1o 1he airport
and allegedly assaiwjicd a Civil

Aviation. official during an al-
tercation with the CAAB men.

A US Embassy official later
arranged a ticket for Leena to
fly to the US on a Biman flight
today. -

Leena told UNB that she
was harassed and kept con-
fined till 5 pm. "I will take ap
the matter with authorities
concerned in America and
lodge a complaint with the
Cantonment police here.”

Govt, mill owners
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cussions.

The workers leaders al-
leged that the ministers were
resortigg to time- killing tactic
i the name of dialogue and
were speaking in favour of the
OWIIETS.

The meeting demanded
immediate implementation of
wages commission award in
the private sector mills and
called upon the workers to
make the 96-hour programine
A SLCCEess.
~ Chaired by M A Aziz. the
meeting was addressed. by.

between her and the

among othérs. Abul Bashar,

Igbal Majumder. Mozammel
Haq. Bachchu Mia, Kabir Ah-
med amd Gias Uddin.

Republic of
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e lias been luoking after since
Sharad Pawar was shifted to
Bomibay in March 1993 o head
the Congress state government
in Maharashtra

Two muinisters of state P A
Sangma f(Labour] and G
Venkataswamy [(Textiles|, were
elevated jo full cabinet rank
and they retained their posts,
the announcement said.

Also brought back out of po-
litical Ribernation was
Palaniappan Chidambaram as
minister of state in the
Comumerce Ministry.

Chidambaram. also a close
Gandhi friend. previously held
the post in the minisiry but
resigned in 1992 following
charges ‘of his alleged links in
a securities fraud.

Meanwhile former External
Affairs Minister Madhavsinh
Solanki, MP. was today ap-
pointed as the Congress-| gen-
eral secretary as a part of the
exercise to revamp the party
lo [ace the assembily elections
in six states. :

Two more general secre-
taries are likely to be ap-
pointed soon, party sources
said,

Fog disrupts
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Shreshtha Jahangir with 48

trucks anchored at Madhya
Nagar in mid-Jamunha on its

. way to Aricha from Nagarbari.

Besides, about 50 coaches
from northern, southern and
western regions, which arrived
at the Aricha ghat, had to wait
for five hours.

The movement of w:hir:lu
resusied after the fog cleared
at about | | am

Prices of rice
From P"age | Col 4
similar assurance from Lhe
traders 1ast vear prices ol all

conunodities had gone up.

‘Il is evident Irom the cur-
rent markel situation that the
same is going to happen this
year also. a source concerned
pointed oud.

When enguired retailers at
different ctty markets told The
Daily Star that there had been
no inspection by any govern-
ment agencies during the last
week.

Prices of different varlrcth.‘a
of rice in city markets on
Thursday were: coarse rice —
Taka 14 per kg, pajam — Tk
15 latae and zinga - Tk 16.50,
rcgtrshadd ~ Tk 17, dadkhani
— Tk 20. kataribhog — Tk 22,
polao rice — Tk 28 and
Pakistani bgnshmati — Tk 40
per kg.

Besides, prices of other
commeodities also registered a
steep rise during the last one
week. For example., khesari
and mashur pulses, which sold
at Taka 16 and 36 per kg till
last week, were now being sold
dal Taka 18 and 38 respectively.
Prices of sugar — both ' local
and imparted powdered
gram, chick-pea, puilfed rice
and date, however, remained
steady.

Talking with a number ol
consumers at different city
markets yesterday, this corre-
spondent gol the impression
that the buyers. already hit
hard by the unabated prices
spiral. strongly felt it that
mere assurance from traders
was not enough for their relief.
Rather, market inspection and
monitoring machinery of the
government should be acti-
vitted without turthfr delay,
they said.
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