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Government;hould
Intervene

Nobody has the right to deprive our citizens of
essential drugs. Unfortunately both the manufac-
turers of drugs and the chemists and druggists
are doing it at the moment. We find it alarming
that due to a dispute between drug producers
and sellers, which is essentially an intra-industry
problem, the general public is being made to
suffer. What started off as an attempt to procure
the distribation right of the products of a foreign
multinational company by a trader in Sylhet dis-
trict. has now turned into a country wide power
play, to establish whose wishes will hold sway.
Once the foreign drugs manufacturer refused to
hire the local trader as the distributor — the
company distributes its products directly, and
does not, as a normal practice, hire any distribu-
tor —.  the local trader concerned organised a
boycott of the company's products, first in Sylhet
area and subsequently in other parts of the coun-
“try. through the help of the association of the
chemists and druggists. In response to this vir-
tual arm-twisting, the association of the owners of
pharmaceutical companies decided not to supply
their products to the same areas. -

What we cannot understand is the role of the
government in general, and that of the health
ministry in particular, when such lawlessness is
prevailing in the drug scene of the country. What
is the law concerning the distribution right ol a
drug imanutacturer in our country? Can the che-
mists @i druggists' association force a company
to appoint their recommended person? en
again, do the drug manufacturers have the right
to stop supplving their life saving and essential
drgs. just because of a dispute with seller?

Hidden - in this dispute are several issues
of rights. obligations, ethics and law. Is it the
ethical role of the chemists and druggists
association? What about the rights ot the
manufacturer? Above everything else, what about
the right ol the sick and those requiring
treatment? As we have said earlier, nobody has
the right to deprive them of the life saving
drugs. ' ' . 2 |

It is reported that a discussion between the
contending parties is likely to be held today. We
strongly urge the concerned ministry to let it be
“known that the law of the land is the ultimate.
This collective arm-twisting or starving the peo-
~ ple of necessary drugs will not be pérmitted. We
are alarmed at the casual way the people are
made to sufler, first by doctors and nurses, and
now by. the chemists and druggists and drug
-manufacturers. These sort of lawlessness — it is
nothing but — must be brought to an end.
Government must act in time. and decisiyely, to
prevent sunch sitnations from occurring.

Please Support Theatre

How much does it cost to build a theatre of the
quality and proportion that can keep the nation's
prestige? ‘the answer depends on so many
things. Governments have a way of doing things
not purely beeause of national néed or interest.

This governmint is no exception. Only wheh the
ruling party or any constituent powerful group ot
it is interestred in something — something that
mav even come handy tor the nation — the

project would be taken up. -

It is universally agreed that Bangladesh has
done spectacularly well on the dramatic arts front
in the two decades of its independence. How
many from among the vast array of ruling political
leaders have frequented the Natak Sarani to have
a taste of this remarkable achievement? Not many
to be <ure. Dhaka's plays and its staging arena at
Bailev Road or Natak Sarani have been the sorést
point lor both Ershad and Jamaat. For whatever

part of the legacy that has seemed to linger., nei- .
ther the plays nor their presentations have so far

taken kindly to the present government. Rather
than searching their heart for a clue to fhis
hardly covert expression of criticism or protest,

the government has tried to pay the Natak Sarani .

back in what they think the same coin.

' There* should have been people in the govern-
ment {o understand that the arts and true litera-
ture do not grow out of conformism. It is grand
social ‘vision and great sacrificing strides that
leave "an imprint on the arts. The war of
Liberation for example. The society's relentless
fight to come into its own moving past
communalism and other divisive narrowness, and
its undying dream arriving at a dawn of people's
power — are what form the stuff of today's plays.
And the government owes it to the socigty to

suF{mﬂ thiesc.
case support the theatre. Speakers at the

Bangla Academy Ekushev discussion meeting on -

the occasion of the publication of two anthologies
of plays on Tuesday called upon the government
to build a national theatre. Heeding the call with
heart and imagination will do the government a
great deal of good. ' -

An Arrival Hesntant but Sufe

- The cuckoo is hardly reliable as a harbinger of
spring. It starts cooing on the gl‘ﬂ‘\-’ﬂl‘biﬂl fifth

note well before the distinctive shivers of Magh
have even set well.

There is a bowery backyard to The Dail Star's -

Dhanmondi offices. Every afternoon, for two
weeks now, a cuckoo has been — the same fellow
or may be a batch of them taking turns — relent-
lessly trying to convince' all within the earshot

‘that spring was very much here. But no one could

be cajoled to doff the woollens. No fault of the
poor cuckoo. Winter with its unprecedented cold
waves this year is trying a bit too long, and spring
perhaps is dithering to arrive. | |

At a point through Magh you sink under a heavy
blanket ‘at night taking cover from aggressive

‘cold. And throw out the thing disgusted by the
sweating body which is hard to believe as yours.
The process is repeated till the muezzin calls out
to say prayer is better than slumber and you pre-
fer to embrace the bad rather than the good and
finally cover yourself with any thing handy. This
cool-and-warm duality is the surest sign of spring:
arriving in a fortnight time. And it arrives without
notice and on an unlikely day.

This time this was unmistakably yesterday —
with corners of an azure sky knowing it exactly as
Tagore had it all scenarioed in Neel akasher
koney koney oi bujhi aaj shihor 1 . The nip in
the air was gone suddenly and the lonesome
Ramadan Friday morning was waxing into a warm
midday and the trees in Suhrawardy Udyan were
all a-murmur telling each of the arrival. And the

step-children of nature got the news snooping
but sure.

Share Market Crash Whacks Mexico and Quakes Asia
S

OME people say that
"financial arkets are
more prone .fo laints,
swoons and vapours than wo-
men in 19th century England”.
The saying seems to be more
applicable to the recént jerk in
the Mexican f(inancial market
than ever and elsewhere. It
may be noted here that for a
number ol reasong. Mexico
turmned oul to be a fertile
ground lor toreign and demes-
tic investors who had been
pouring funds at an increasiing
rate in recent vears. One of the
‘most important plausible rea-
sons for such huge inflows
could be Mexico's entry frito
NAFTA — with two of the
world's richest oguntries —
that signalled the dawn of a
booming Mexico. Mexico also
made tremendous, strides in
fine tuning its cro-funda-
mentals and sutceeded to a
larger exlent in achievin
some ol them. Sudde
ever, the modicum of calm
seems o wither a a siorm
apparently replace t breeze
in the Mexican econginy.

Mexican Troubles

It is reported that investors
fromn all over the world who
flockedl into Mesfico suddenly
withdrew their _faith in the
Mexican market and started
pulling out of the Mexican

. stock markets. The confidence

of the investors in the Mexican
market was so much shaken
Lthal
from $941 milllon arbund
mid-January to only $392 mil-
lion in late January with fin-
vestord demanding record in-
leresi-rates of 21.4 per cent to
26.7 per cent” (The Econo-

IRST of -all, the 1vpy of
revolution’ that ook
place
greaily from revolutions that
hiwve Laken place elsewhere in

ihe world. The French
revolution 1789 for exaihple.
That revolution merely

changed the style of govern-
ment. But not the spiritnal way
of the people. In other words.
the French remained French
in their desires and.
their way of life remained in-
That is not what happened
in Iran after the revolution. -

The American war of ihde:-

pendence: led by George
Washington. in the eighteenth
century sought to bring about
political freedom to white
America that had been cur-
tailed by Britain, the' colomial

power. American self indul-
gency however, remained in-

tact. ”

The Russian revolufion
1917, that brought
il':iutlehiuif-ﬁ to power aljer
ousting the: Tsar, tioughs pro-
found. merviv changed  ome
stvle ol leadership o wnodher.
From an
wmonarchy
idealistic system.

to a communist

revolution that addressed jtself

- to only the .political and eco-

nomic areas of that country. It
was theoretical and completely
devoid of any practicalities of
life. It sought to ‘ereate a
heaven on earth based solely
on, imagination and hope.
" Little wonder that exaectly
seventy-four years later, the
dream would crumble to

dust. The Russians today find -
themselves at the li:ger et
ersary,

cies of their old
America. : ;

The revolution that took
place in Iran will to go in his-
tory as the only revolution that
sought to changé a people's
way of thinking purely from a
spiritual stard point, it was re-

ligiously inspired and executed |
~ entirely from ‘the point of view

of a religion —Islam.
For this reason alone; it
stands head and 'shoulders

above other revolutiom@#that, .
have taken place elsewhere. "

The planning of jt targeted
the soul rather than the initel-
lect. Main's intellect has on
occasions forsaken. him arfd

left him an ‘islanded" figure |

who with a bit ol lueck-has
eventually resdrted * to

spirituality to secure.a place in’ ~

Letters for ,publi

address. :
Bus service needed
Sir. Hundreds ‘and thion.
sands of students and oflice
employees, traders and the
unemployed gather at Khilgaon
Traffic Point-cum-Railway

crossing every morning, and
wait for rickshaws, tempos,

and baby taxies. Since the

number of transports are
scanty* they face much incon-
veniences in getting one and
reaching destinations. Long
waiting by them is one of the
reasons of traffic Jam at the
said place which can be re-
dueed sufficiently by introduc-
ing a bus service between
Khilgaon and Bangabandhu
Avenue (Gulistan). Specially
the middle class people and
the low income greup will be
largely benefited.
Alternatively, the bus ser-
vice of route No. 6 may be ex-

Itended from Kamalapur-Shah-

. how- %

‘downwards
earthquake in Japan where thé
"demand for bonds:'féll .

in Iran, dillers . ¢

habits.and

the .

imperiat ivpe ol

In other-
words it was an Ideologicald

addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, shart letters
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that of Bangladesh, India and Pakistan which are progressing with stabilization and economic reforms.
—— e = = =
misi. 23rd Jamiuary-3rd Feb- ll.-:lt elections few months argue that the kind of storm interest rate differentials
ruary 1994). And like a friend: back that hit Mexico might not across countries. .
in need -who is a [riend ifdeed. Possible Reasons sweep other Asian markets And fourth. the infllavonary

America swiftly responded to
provide Mexico with $40
billion 4ean guarantees — to its
partner in NAFTA — so that
the fegr is not spread to erack
other share markets of the
region that seemingly tend to
"export” a large number of
“illegal’ immigrants to Ame-
rica. By and large. it appears
(hat the relationship between
the investors and the Mexican
market ‘bear all the marks of a

dove affair gone sour”
T , The Quake in Asia
.Majv'he that Asian share

miarkels- are not so much
dashed to (he ground as the

Mexican one, bul nevertheless,
of instability has already
knocking at these mar-

-ﬁnr quite some time. Very

ecently,* as could be learnt
ol newspaper reports, equi-
and bond markets in some
of the East and South East

- Asian markets (e g Hong Kong,
- Thailand, Singapore, Indone-

sla, India) experienced sudden
slide, and the governments
had to rush to rescue them. On
January 23rd 1994, the stock

_.markr.-t’: in some cities in Asia

are reported to "lurch fiercely”
following the

‘Nikkie stock market average is
alleged to fall by about 6 per

- cénl just in a single day. The

Bombay stock rharket is also
reporied to have depicted
sifhilar down turn while Con-

- gress (1) faced a dgbacle in the

" The Islamic Revol

A number of réasofs could
be adduced to this instability
in the share markets, be & In
Mexico or in other places of
the world. It is said that the
fund managers in America
‘unnerved by their Mexican
losses, may simply have de-
cided to sell other emerging
market holdings too —particu
larly those bought with bor-

mainly for four possible rea-
F!irst the Mexidan current

accounit deficit is reported Lo
be B per cenl of Mexican GDP

while the same rate happens
to be lower in mwst of the
Asian countries. Only Thailand
and the Philippines seem to
experience a current accouni
deficit ranging between 6 —
6.5 per cent.

— -

e atanl

Bayes

by Abdul

e —r

rowed dollars’. (The Econo
mist). The fundamental ques-
tton is: could Asian markets,
including that of Bangladesh
with relatively meager amount
of investments. face such a
finandial quake in the future?
Analysts tend .o argue that
there may be some pull-out of
portfolio investment funds
from Asia in general (and
Bangladesh in particular] or
Latin America due to the fact
that imterest rates are re-
ported to be rising in the
western world. Since interest
rate is the price of capital,
needless to mention, capital
would naturally travel to those
places yhere suech prices are
relatively higher. But this
school of thought also tends to

Srcomw! not only 0 terms
ol the magnitude ol delic s bif
dalso in terms of the nature of
deficits, that Mexico seems Lo
differ from most of the Asian
countries. For example.
Mexico is said to import rela-
tively more of consumer
as against the "hefty imports”
of capital goods by average
Asian countries.

Third. the types of foreign
capital inflow are also being
argued to matter to a grater
degree. Does the larger chunk
of the inflow comprise long-
enduring direct investments
or volatile portfolio flows? The
latter variety is alleged to be
vuinerable to daily swings in
the market and alse prone to
quick exit in response (o Lhe

- Why it Was Successful

the heavens.
. The message to the peoples
was rapped up in religious fer-

~vour and when the call came

from the Imam to revoll. pe
power on earth could stop it.
This was the greatest weapon
of the revolution. Its dogmatic

approach guaranteed minimum

resistance and near maximum
embrace by the populace, -

I[ts success also lay in the
fact that its conception was
original and entirely based on
Islamic principles. It had little
or no regard whatsoever for
neither the West's nor the
East's isms which are usually
based on simplistic human
| heories. '

S0 the revolution then set
vut to de-centralise and de
ivsticise power andd hand it o
the people. This' has never
happened anywhere in the
history of the world.

For ohce, the ordinary, the
not so privileged and the hith-
erto downtrodden of society,
could rub shoulders with au-
thority in an unprecedented
festures.” '

Naturally, the revolution
had {o encounter opposition
both from within and without.
Opposition from within came
mainly from the few hitherlo
‘privileged and cushioned class

who' feared losing their mate-

rial wealth most of -which they
had acquired through dubious
means. :

Opposition from without
came steadfastly from botlr the
West and the East. The satel-
liftles i between, felt no less
threatened. Once theimmas-
ters felt threatened, they too
[elt threatened more so be-
cause of being physical neigh-
bours to Iram.

The collision course with -
- the West and the East lay in

the unamhiguous philosophy of
the revolution. Euro-centrie
thinking- felt sufficiently
threatened as to embark on
'neholds-barred’ and unre-
strained efforts to sabotage the
revolution and all it stood for
altogether. Iran had to be

. sto by any means neces-
aarmlurc by the West ta ap-’
preciate fellow man’'s desire

lutien.

fur change and sell-dignity,
vreated within the Wesiern

mind, a paranoia and fear

whose repercusgions the West
itself was the first casualty.
Happily for the revolutioh
and its main architect, the
Imam, its simplistic- but sure
divine approach managed to
fool the enemy into false hopes
of the revolution's failure. Its
indomitable leader's advanced
years of life sealed the enemy’s
false hopes. The enemy's first
undoing. The mart¢h on to
Tehran was unstoppable.
‘Success for the revolution
came from all directions. The
campaign for the movement

o e ptun) jever nwered.
e voids atd-objecines were -
vrysial clear. The hinam,” the

Leadér was single minded. He
was divinely inspired. He was
completely dedicated to the
cause ol Islam. He was_un-
moved and absolutely unim-
pressed by the enemy's power
of influence and military arse-
nal. He dared challenge man.
but was not airaid of him! He
was intent on taking on the
enemy with' unmitigated re-
solve and determination. He
uielerstood the enemy. He
knew his strengths and weak-
nesses. He exploited all these
to his full advantage.
. Success also lay
that the leadership of the revo-
‘none less
Khoueini himself, was not in-
terested in or after central

power. Nor was the [€adership -

‘seeking to enrich itself as is

- common .with most revolu-

tions. | 5
' Khomeini. was a-lqad_‘,r a
very righ man — spiritually.
Personal aggrandizement was._
never part ol the agenda.
* The leadership identified
itself with the down-trodden
and never sought special privi-
leges for itsell. This in return
p?id off the dividends of mass
511

pport for the revolutien. -

This unique “leadership trig-
gered off within the masses
the -urge (o sacriflice them-

seltes [or the cause of Islam.
Suecess for the revolution
alsce lav in the fact that the

"POWER ol the woimpan was ac-

stage.

in the fact '

than

these columns should be

-jahanpur- point to Khilgau..m,

The hpses.uf'the said route
start from Banani and touch

- the linishing line at Motijheel

Mazar. It is quite easy on the
part of the bus owners to
extend the service, at least in
the morning and the evening. I
believe that the owners of the
buses invest a huge amount
and naturally they work to get
sufficient return. If the
extended route seems viable,
only in that case they will allow
their buses to ply up to
Khilgaon railwdy crossing;
otherwise they will not. Then,
the Government (BRTC) may
please be réguested Lo take
the initiative in this regard.

*  While earning. the bus own-
ers may also-implement the
spirit of helping others by
helping the middle class em-
ployees, the students and the
low income group to reach
their destinations without

‘_\..

villagers.

pitch
public nuisance. In absence of
a separate
Tongi-Dhaka road, the villagers

free and
often without civic sense. sim-

e

- much troubles. In fact t'he'_

lowl: income group cannot af-
for( thé expenses to go by the
rickshaws, not tp speak of baby
laxies. As such. the introduc-
tioh ©f the bus service will def-
initely give 4 good relief to
them. :

A T M Nurun Nabi
Khilgaon, Dhalea.

Public nuisance at
U o
Sir, Sector 5 of Yttara

Model Town is most densely
populated and congested be-

cause each allottee was allotted
only 3 1/2 kathas land. And
only in this sector between ZIA

runways and roads number 9C

and 9D. there are villages still.

Unauthorised residences.

restaurants along soulhern -
side immediately adjacent to

roads 9C and 9D are built by
Frequent use ol
mikes. playing music at high
create indescribable

road connecting

use only Utiara roads. Such
heavy movements,

ply change the character of

kKnowledged and given its
riglitiul role o play. Khomeini.
like lew men his contempo-

raries or otherwise., saw the
woman as a full mitigated
member of society. Her role
was néver in any ambiguity.
Her role especially in the revo-
lution. was seen in terms of
human potential. mentally as
well as physically. Said he
otice:.  Women are obviously
ot eyiial v wew. Bul men are
oL eviial o womain either!” So
the vevolution lelt no ene In
b,

The revolution called for a
complete new way of life dedi-
cated to the service of Allah
and his people. It preached
the return to moral values that
hitherto had been gnawed at
by strong negative Western
values and influences that had
become a way of life in Iran.

So Islam had to take centre

Call it fundamentalism or
what you will, but a movement
had been started and nothing
short of absolute victory would
satisfy it.

It was organised skillfully
and masterfully executed.
Never before in the history of
revolutions, had a movement

" been propelled solely by soul

force. This is what the ene-
mies {there were many of
them) failed to grasp. It was do
or die. Khomeini and his spiri-
tually inspired message like
nothing before. had penetrated
‘the inner souls of most
Iranians. He had spoken their
language. He had suffered their
humiliation at the hands of the
shah and his sponsors. He
knew prison. He knew torturé.
He knew the dreaded Savak.
He knew exile. He knew
hunger. He knew arrogance
from the West and East. He
knew their manipulatioris and
mdchinations. He knew their
diabolical intentions in the
Persian Gulf and beyond.
Armed with that, he was ready
for hattle! - -
Gallantly he led his people
without arms or ammunition
on a battlefield laden with
mine-traps and facing an en-
emyv armed to the teeth.

this residenuial area. To ensure

security Lo runways and Utlara
dwellers, planners earmarked
these villages for occupation by
RAJUK. Suddenly. villages
were not acquired.

"For creation of a children's ,

high and primary
community cenire,

park,
schools.

graveyard elc. it is urged. upon °

Lhe govt particularly RAJUK
and Ministry of. Works that
more areas need to be ac-
quired. immediately.

Abu Zajar Imam
Uttara. Dhaka

DCC and DTP

Sir. Whal are’ the powers
and lunctions, duties and re-
sponsibilities and monthly pay
and allowances of Dhaka City
Corporation and Dhaka Traffic
Police personnel?

Why are the public roads in
Dhaka turning into bazars and
why DCC and DTP are playing
ducks and drakes at the cost of
untold sufferings of the peo-
ple?

it is alleged that some un-
scrupulous elements are col-
leeting illegal tolls for allowing
o unauthorised shops and
markets on the public thre-

“the

“result

raie and the overvaluation ol

currencies appear io have con-

tributed to a panic among for-
eign Investors in Mexico which

does not ar to be s0 un-
riendly in Asian markets al
icast. in the short run. Mexico

has macro economic funda-
meniils much betier and rela-

tively more stable than it had 5
ar 10 years back But beneath
the surface, a rate of inflation
of 20-30 per cent and overval-
uation of Peso [Mexican cur-
rency. but fixed exchange rate)
remained subdued so long,
thus, giving a fake signal to po-
tential and actual investors.
When the currency was floated

in December last. Lhe weak-
ness of the foreign exchange

regime swurfaced oui, espe-
cially. with substantial devalua-
tion of the Peso. As devaluation

tencds to breed imflation. an in-
flationary trend began te

sweep the Mexican economv
and foreign investors got
scared. As a result, foreigners
began to withdraw their shares
and the rush to this end,
inevitably, caused heavy blows
to the Mexican econoury.
Lessons to be Learnt
The recrnt inancial tvrmoil
in Mexien: shevild [ conih fin
portant k-soiis for emerving
arkels, b s udisag

which are progressing witl
~tabilization and economic re-
forms. First, such turbulence
in the share market should not
he taken with dismay as if ci:ch

ution in Iran

that of
Bangladesh, |dia and Pakistan

Backed by the most powertul
nations on earth the Shah
couldn't have lelt safer !

The whole world had been
led to beglieve that Iran was a
paradise on earth under the
Shah. Few who had not been to
Iran would have believed
otherwise.

Western propaganda media,
especially, made sure that only
the best news came out of
Tehran during the Pahlavi
regime. Secretly, the West had
hatched up plans to make Iran
their permanent watchdog in
the Middle-East. The CIA had
done its job meticulously. But

it had not budgeted for "soul

power”!

Soul power is then what in
the end guaranteed victory of
the Islamic revolution that
took place in Iran, albeit at a
hich cost! _

The masses had submitte«
themselves to Lthe will of Allah.
They had surrendered their
worries, concerns en masse (o
him. If heavens forbid they got
killed 'in action’, they became
martyrs. Thus emulating Imam
Hussain. If they got injured or
maimed, it was for the good

cause of Islam and the scars on-

‘their bodies would be the ever
remainders that they were
sdldiers of Allah for justice.
That when the call came to
fight for the noble caiise of

ughlares.

" We wonder whether we
have reached a point of no re-
turn and time has come for the
abolition of DCC and DTP and
to hand over their duties and
responsibilities to the private
sector in the interest of public
service. -

OH .!"ful'ﬂrl
Dhaka 1 203

Sylhet University

Sir. Shahjalal University ol
scieie and technology has
been functioning for the last
four years, The first batch has
recently passed outl without
any session jam. This goes to
credit of this new
University.

But unfortunately Masters,
Pass course has nol yet been
opened in the University. As a
students ol greater
Sylhet and the neighbouring
districts, after qualifying de-
gree. pass course can't get
admitted there and have to
look towards Dhaka and other
universities for doing their
Maslers courses. And these
Universities are well repuled
for session jam, terrorism el

Hence | request Lha

Ministry o
uther
lake appropriate sieps flor
opening of Masters.
course in Shahjalal University -
at an early date. This will re-

lieve
Universities also.

Saleh Ahvmed Chowdhury
Dhakea Carnitoniment

regrel
school
daughter gol admitied o a KG
school and

incidents are not unseen or
unheard of. Even in America
_a;lld h.l.hlndﬂnmmuidnﬁt
the crash although. she degree
ol the dip was much less and
the impact felt much less
painful. Recession in the west-
ern world brought the funds in
Asia and a rise in interest rates
back home could make the in-

vestors rediscover their own
swel homes. Second. in

and overvaluation of currenc.es
should regularly be monitored
and be put under control as di-
abetic patients’ have to do to
their disease. Even with macro
economic fundamental right,
apparently. these two weevils
might rise gradually and attack
one daywithout notice. Third,
the environment of the econ-
omy should be made such as to
invite long-enduring invest-
ments to stay in the country.

In ot w

stod k ﬁrkr?rg:&w:lﬁr%hﬁs
imunediate steps should be
afoot to gear up direct invest-
ment-friendly policies. And
fourth, the trend in the rise in
share prices should be read
with caution. For , be-
tween 1992 and late 1994, the
share market Iindices in

Bum is reported to shot
up 340 to 890 — anm in-
credible rate. Again, after
Mexican crash, the indices is
reported to fall by 5 per cemt
within two weeks only. Wild
Auctuations tend to give Lhe
«ign of weakness in the market
vl corrective measures sho-
ikl be taken up before any
s Mous crack

The writer is n Professor of
Econmuies und Dean o the
Fa«culty of Social Sciences,

Jahangirmagar University.

Islam. ‘they aunswered ilL. Like
at Karbalal
Never hefore. have so

many given so much In human
life for a canse as did the mar-

. tyrs of Iran. Men and women.

voung'and old. the intellectuals
and the ordinary. the clergy.
the teachers. the doclors. the
clerks, the factory workers,
the students, the military and
the ordinary masses . . . all
gave ol their precious blood lor
the cause of Islam and justice.
That is why the islamic revolu-
tion in Iran succeeded.

What Khomeini Wanted

What else did Khomeini
want ultimately ? Khomeini
wanled to transform the econ-
ouly of Iran. The Shah had
mortgaged Iran to the West
and East. Inspite of the fabu-

" lous wealth of the country. Iran

was nothing but a permanent
developing country. Khomeini
wanted Iran to be part of the
scientific and technological
age. "One day the oil wells will
min gry then what shall wwe
(do’? He once warmed his peo-
ple.

He wanted Iranians to seek
technology of inventing and
manufacturing consumer
products to be sold on world
markets as the only way they
would not only strengthen
their economy, but also gain
world respect. Like Japan.

He was totally unimpressed

by the neo-colonial consumer

- mentality of Western products

that has afflicted most ol the
so called developing countries.
He also argued that
strengthening the economy
through technology was the
only way Iran would retain not
only her hard won freedom but
also her rich cultural values.
So the revolution was not
only about empty slogans and
promisés built on wishful
thinking. It was practical in
outlook and application:

He saw the moral

- bankruptcy of the West espe-

clally as the bigdest Lhreal Lo

the cultures of weaker n..tlons.
Only the highest moral stan-
dards based on the teachings
of the Holy Quran would

counter this threat, Khomeini
argued,

The above material was
supplied by the Iranian

. Embassy in Dhaka. to com-

memoralte the Islamie
Revolution Day {16th anniver-

Education mnu
relevant authoritie~ 1w

Puss

pressure on other

Mistakes in
school books

It is a matter of great
to “ lind mistakes in
books. Recently iy

Sir

all ol her books

were bought as per school au-
thority's recommendation.
really astonished and shocked
ine 1o lind mistakes in her ABC
book! It Is not only a shameful
matier but highly lrustrating to
the parents. [l we lail to give
right books and teaching to
our children of today. how can
we expect Lhemn to be worthy
citizens pl lomorrow?
We would request the con

cernwed authorily Lo pay sindcere
attention to this matier

Maotins Samwed Chowdhury
Phinliala Tea Estaw  Sylhet



