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February is the month when we all remem-
ber our heroes of the language movement, of
our fight for indepepdence and the blood of
hundreds of thousands split for the love of a
language. of a country. At the Ekushey Bol Mela.
800 book stalls keep our Bengall heritage vi-
brant. The mela is our greatest {estimony to our
reality as a people who have suffered and sur-

vived.

Where Ekushey Spirit and Women's Cause Meet

by Schrezad Joya Monami Latif

sits at the stall at the Boi Mela and says that
many a male comes (o the stall when they see
him at the counter. "They wonder what a man
is doing at a feminist bookstall but people need
to realise that women's cause is not woman's
alone.” The Prabartana bookstall has a very high
turnover of books especially because the books
range in cheaper prices. most are within Tk 12

to Tk 20.

In an open stall at a cormer of the Ekushey Book topics range from “Indigenous Abortion

Bol Mela decorated
in colorful yet subtie
“Prabartana-check”
material and bam
boo lies the Nari:
grantha Prabartana
bookstall. Set apart
from its neighbour-
ing bookstalls — be-
cause of s creative
decoration and of
course, the books it
has on sale — it's a
"must’ on the visit-
ing list of any boi
mela goer.

The Prabartana '
leaflet claims it as
the only publishing
house that upholds
the feminist cause.
. That may be. a slighh
exaggeration, but
Prabartana is no
doubt one of the
foremost proponents
of feminist literature
in Bangladesh today.
It is actually the first
feminist bookstore
in this countrv. i
started on the 9th ol
December, 1989.
This date was cho-
sen to launch the
bookstore in com-
memoration of Be-
gum Rokeya Sakhwai
Hossain. Her life's
work and ambition ol

empowering women is what Prabartana tries to
uphold and work towards. In "Suitana's Dream,"
Begum Rokeya's first short story,
dreams of 2 simple reversal of gender roles,
putting men in seclusion and letting women
take charge of all that was man's affairs!

Along with nine other ®hert stories. Regivm
Rokeya's "Sultana's Dream” is a must read for
any one, man or woman. and available at the
Prabartana stall, all under Tk 12.

Kazi Raquibuddin, u researcher at Prabartana

‘Top priority to
edn attached’

Foretgn Minister A S M
Mostafizur Raliman yesterday
satie] 1t edlueation was Lhe key
o all development efforts and
ne nation could presper if
lagged behind in this crucial
sector, reports BSS.

Addressing as chief guest at
an education rally at Bagmar-
para in Gazipur yesterday he
said the present govermment
has identified education as a
vital ‘area. and as such,

~attached importance (o spread
and development of education

in the country.
State Minister for Science

and Technology Prof M A
Mannan and t of the
Ja Chhatradal Fazhul
Hug Milon spoke on the occa-
sion.

Sultana

kicking.

'Development
- process to
continue’

Commerce and Information
Minister M Shamsul Islam yes-
lerday said the  development
process initiated by present
government aiming at improv-
ing socio-economic condition
of the people would rontinue
inspite of all inconvenjences.

reperts BSS.
He said the main objective

ol the present government was

to ensure welfare of the com-
mon people. not personal er
group interest,

The minister was address.
ing a public meeting as the
chief guest at the premises of
Char Chhatfatia Primary School
in Tougibari of Munshiganj
district

Practitioners in Ru-
ral Bangladesh” to
"Women Mukitijodd-
ha® to a book by Fari-
da Akhter called
"Adda”. Adda is actu-
ally what Prabartana
calls their weekly
meetings, where
women from all
walks of life get to-
gether and discuss
their problems. their
hopes, their dreams.
. The stall too, is a
veritable bedlam of
“addda”, of discussion..
Many
male students stand
in front of the stall
and discuss issues
with Prabartana
members. .-The most
popular ones are
usu WOomen's em-
powerment and a
man's role in it and
ol course, the mem-
ory of Ekushey Feb-
raary.

They say
great literature
comes ffom those
who have suffered.
Perhaps that is why
women are such
yreat writers, We af-
ler all, have suffered

(hat apple in the

Garden of Eden. Al the Prabartana bookstall.
one will find over 40 titles of great literature.
Also available are 15 of Prabartana's posters,
protesting patriarchy, violence against women
and erwvironmental degradation.

When you visit the Ekushey Boi Mela, be
sure to stop at the feminist book stall. Here the
spirit of Ekushey, and the spirit of the women's
movement in Bangladesh are kept alive and

Kalpana Datta
dead

CHITTAGONG, Feb 10 : Kal-
pana Datta, one of the trusted
assoclates of Masterda Surya
Sen and leader of the anti-
British liberation movement,
died of prolonged illness at the
age of 83 at Suklal Hospital in
Calcutta en Wednesday last. ac-
cording to a message received
by her Launily here, reports

Hailed from Kharandip un-
der Boalkhali thana ol
Chittagong. she was the first
matriculate woman In
Chittagong.

Later. she went to Calcutta
for Migher studies. Alter the
Chittagong Jubo Revolution.
she associated herself directly
with the activities of the
Biplobi Dal led by Surya Sen.

World renowned
ESAB technology

now in Bangladesh

female and.

ding
that

ever since Eve bit

one d
cartridges from their posses-

ment,
were rounded up by the police
from two separate areas.

yesterday

tropolitan

Children 'lnmg lhElr '.hands at an aart competition urgamaed

by the Sangskritik Sangsad at the Institute of the Fine Arts |
in the city yeattrdajr in uhservanne of the upcoming Amar &

Ekushey
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‘Girl molested, 3 mjured
in city incidents .

By DMCH Curreapﬂndent

A 12-vear old girl was raped

and three persons were stab-
bed in the city in separate
incidents yestérday.

One . ‘i"elsmin_ of city's
Siddigbazar area was molested
by a bus-stand worker near

Fulhari%rmssing at around 11
anw. . .

Yasmin-used to sell Iunr:h

boxes in the Fulbaria area.
Aecording to. her family sour-
ees, when she went to Fulbaria
vesterday mornjng Lincoln. an *
old acquaintanée of Yasmin,

look her to an one-storey buil-
nearby and allegedly
molested her. :

Lincoin later sent her to the
Dhaka Medical College Hos-
pital [DMCH]} along with a boy

by an autorickshaw.

In another incident, a light-
mai ni the BDR cintma was

injured when a gmup of unruly
youmginan stabbed him in the
hall yesterday afternoon.

The victim Mohammad
Moshiur Rahman, 25, received

injuries in his chest and ab-

domen, and was admiitted to
the DMCH.

Moshiur alleged that when
he requésted one youngman
not' to smoke inside the hall,
the miscreants stabbed him.

- Two persons were stabbed
by a
coilrﬂm'a at a shoe factory at
Islambagh under Lalbagh po-
lice station at about 3 am yes-.
terday.

" The. victin®® Mohammad }
Abduliah, 25. and Mobarak, 18,

received injyrtes in chest and
were admitted to the DMCH.

Abdullah alleged that the
extortionists earlier demanded
money (roin them. bwut they
were refuaed

4 held arms
-+ recovered

CHITTAGONG, Feb 10: Do-
ublemooring pqlice. arrested
four miscreants and recovered
one tight gun, one pipe gun,
agger and two rounds of

sions at Agrabad CDA residen-
tial area here today, reports
BSS, -

When two pefrsons were
passing through a road they

were challenged by the patrol
police. Of them ore Abdul

Kader was caught red handed
by the police but the other
managed to flee away. After the
search police recovered one
light gun and one pipe gun

from his body.

On the basis of his state-
three more persons

The miscreants were taken
Lo police custody.

Premiere show -

of D Empire

The premiere show of "D
Empire.  a video documentary
film. was held at the Indian
High Commission auditorium
morning., reports
LINB.

House of Debators, a Dhaka
University-based platform of

debators. has produced the
s

evaluation. beritage and activi-
fhes ol I"ll‘lhllfl-l'h in tht‘ COUNLY.

debating.
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Dlsw%smn on
Mir Mosharraf

Mir Mosharral Hossain
through his creative writlings
sought to divert the negative
trend of the soclety to the
positive direction in the light
of the traditions inherited
from the remote past, reports

This was observed by the
spl:akfrs at a discussion on
"Mir Mosharral Hossain in the
light of tradition” on the 10th
day yesterday of the month-
long prugrammes organised by
Bangladesh Academy at s
premises on the occasion- ol
Amar Ekushey.

"They said Mir Mosharraf
Hossain, who did not had the
opportunity to have western
education like Bankim
Chandra. made good use of
both language and traditions in
his creative writings.

With noted litterateur Abu
Ishaque in the chair. the dis-
cussion was participated by Dr
Prithwila Najleen and Prof Abul
Hasan Choudhury while Prof
Shantanu Kaiser read gut the

key-note paper.
Death anniversary

The first dealth apninver-ary
of Muhammad Muhsipn. former
Chairman of the Bangladesh
Hosiery Association. will’ be ab-
served today at his residence
al Bljoynagar in the city. h

Relatives. friends and ad-
nmirers ol the deceased have
heen requested to attend the

- mikack mahfil alter Asr prayers
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A sequence of the play Raktakta Felgoon <tapged ot the altar
of the Central Shaheed Minar on the third day, yesterday, of

‘the
Sangskritik Jote. 3
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12-day programme organised by the Sammilite
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Light rain or thundershower accompamied by t:mpurnry
gusty wind is likely at one or two places over Khulna and
Dhaka divisions and the regions of Pabna. Bogra, Noakhali,
Comilla and Syfhet during the next 12 hours till 6 pm today,

reports UUNB.

The Met Office says weather may remain mainly dry with
partly cloudy sky eisewhere over the country,
Night temperature is likely to rise by 1-2 degree Ceisius

over the csuntry

In its outlook tor tomorrow the Met

office forecast. that

thunder activity may continue, Giving extended outlook [or

another four days weathermen predicted little change. ;
Country's lowest temperature 10.8 degree Celsius was

recorded al Rajshahi and the highest 30.2 degrees at Khuina.
The sun seis loday at 551 pm and rises tomorrow at 6:34

pm

The minimum and maximum temperatures and humidity
recorded in some major cities and towns yesterday were:

City / Town Temperature Humidity in
in Celsius percentage
min max morning evening
Dhiaka 16.2 28.2 83 89 .
Chittagong 16.2 26.7 6] B6
Rapshahi 10.8 26 8 7 66
Khualna 13.5 30.2 - 80 60
Barisal 12.5 29.0 97 58
Sylhet 148 27 2 70 53

group of four to five toll .
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Shahabuddin's |
drawing exhibition
begins Feb 15
A week-long solo drawing
exhihmun by internationally
reputed artist Shahabuddin
begins in the city at Gallery |
Tone on F‘cbruary 15, reports
UNB.

Nnhamﬂnr of France Jean-
Michel Lacombe will inaugu-
rate the exhibition while emi-
nent @rtist Amipul Islam will
be thé special guest. .

The exhibition will remain

open everyday from 10 am to 8
pm till February 21.
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LAND WANTED

Wanted plotsin Residential Areasin Gulshan,
Banani, Bnndham, Dhanmondi & Lalmatia
to purchase in instalments or joint venture
basis for developing housing. Owners are
.requested to send details at this address.

| CONFIDENCE BUILDERS LTD,
5-Kha, Satmasjid Road, Mohammadpur
Dhaka-1207, lene 815478
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Senior Vacancy

Oneé of the leading group of companies Involved, inter alia, in ‘rha*.
marketing of motor vehicles and electronic/electric products are looking
for a General Manager (Marketing) with the undernoted quailifications :

1. The Ideal candidate would have an excellent academic record with -
post grodugte quallfication preferably, but not necessarily, In marketing.

2. He must have a proven track record of consistent acrievamont and
J personal growth.

L ]
3. He must have the abillity to spearhead the marketing activities of the
company and will be responsible for scanning of the market,
identification of potenfial customers and their expectations, and

Qgenerating business. He will also be responsible for sales budgeting and
administration, development of marketing strategles. and Inventory

mangagement,

4. He should possess leadership qualities and excellent communication
beostidlils, What we are looking for is an innovative and high horsepower

prefessional who will develop and inspire a live-wire sales and markefing
. feam 1o achieve the company's growth targets.

§. He must be able to maintain an excellent relationship with the
environment particularly at the top level in both the Public and Private
Sectors. X

é. The desired age Is around 45 years with a minimum of § years In
markefing of consumer products, preferably motor vehicles, In a senlor

management position.
7. The position rapom tn the Managing Director.

8. Thoeorrmaﬂonpuq:kaqofnrthhkwpoﬂﬂonhlbﬂcﬂandwlbe
no constraint for the right candidate.

9. Complete confidentiaiity will be maintained and no reference will be
made without agreement.

10. 1f you think you are the right candidate, you should send your
applichtion, C. V. together with 2 passport size photos to Box
No D1g§7 C/o Dally Star By 25-2-95
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