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By Staff Cnrrespﬁndent

The Bangladesh Rural Ad-
vancement Committee (BRAC)

signed a Memor um of Un
derstanding (MC with the
Hunger Eradication and-

Poverty Alleviation (HEPA)

 Commission of Vietnam yes-

terday to work jointly on dif
ferent programmes.

The BRAC would provide
staff assistance, consultancy
and training support for HEPA
and the two .organisations
would work jointly to mobilise
funds (o implement (he
poverty alleviation prgject un-
dertaken by the Vietnamese
organisation,

The leader of ihe visiting
delegation of HEPA Vice Pres-

sident Nguyen Chi Nam and the

Director, Programmes of
BRAC, Dr Salehuddin Ahmed,
signed the MOU in the city.
The Viethamese delegation,
now on a five-day visit to
Bangladesh, will visit the
BRAC's programunes. The teawi
will also discuss the project,

submitted by BRAC last year to

HEPA, for egradication of
hunger and poverty of one lakh
families in Ho Chi Minh city of
Vietnam. .
Head-on collision
of trains averted
in Rangpur
From Our Correspondent

RANGPUR. Feb 9: A head-on
collision between iwo passen-

. ger trains at Rangpur Railway

Station was averted Lhis after-
nooT as passengers screamed
for help.

When a local passenger
train which was lunnlng to
wards another wafting at the

Rangpur station. screeched to

a halt, the distance between
the two was only about one
hundred yards.

AL least 30 passengers
were. however. slightly injured
as they jumped out of the run-
ning train to escape a possible
accident.

Ml staff of the Rangpur sta-
tion', including the station
master [led soon after the in-
cident and police took control
of the station after an unsuc-
cessful gherao bid by the an-
gry passengers.

The passengers alleged thal

‘due to wrong signalling by the

station stall..-a train coming

- frem Ramna. Kurigram. took

the wrong track. where a
Teestamukh-bound train was

standing. :
‘Transport strike

in southern
region today

JESSORE, Feb 9: A 24-hour
transport strike will be en-
forced tomorrow in 12 routes
of the southern region of the

country, reports UNB.
The strike has been called

“by the owners and workers' as-
_sociations of the region

in
protest agaipst the damaging
of a number ol vehicles near
the Islamic Universily campus.
They also threatened a 48-
hour strike from February 16 if
the authorities fail lo Lake any
actipni against the students in-
volved in the oulrages.
Transport owners also de-
manded compensations for the
damaged vehicles and urged
the authorities to ensure secu-

rity for the transport workers

as well as passengers.
Agitated students damaged

construction project

A T-37-B primary jet trainer which wltl be transterred to the
BAF under the US.excess defence articles transfer
programme. — ISPR photo

Five projects involving

Tk 1126 cr okayed

The Executive Cominitiee

of the National Econoniic
Council (ECNEC) yesterday ap
proved a Tk 625 cro#e roa

1o build
1.330 kilometres of regional
highways and feeder roads. re

ports UNB.
The ECNEC also approved
the Tk 358 crore Coastal

Embankment Rehabilitation

Project (phase 2] for construc
tign of embankment along the
from
Teknal to the Sundarbans at a

700 km coastal line
meeting with Finance Minister
M Sailur Rahman in the chair.
The road project includes
corlruction of four regional

highways and 35 [eeder roads,

and |16 metre bridges across

the country: The regional

| highways will bé 18 feet wide

and the feeger roads 12 feet.
The government will bear
all expenditure of the project
from its own resources.
I;iajmr roads‘included in the
oject are: 78 km Rajapur-
thalia-Bamna-Patharghata
read, 63 km Charkhali-Tush-
khali-Mathbaria-Patharghata
read, 61 km Pirojpur-Nazir-
pur-Matibhanga-Patgati-Gopal-
ganj road, 72 km Rajbari-
P.Emgsh& Kushtia road. 65 km
am-Tala+Paikgachha-Koi-
ra read. 51 km Naogaon-Atrai-
Natore road, 54 km Lakshmi-
pur-Ramgati road, 54 km
Jamalpur-Dhama-Kamalpur-
Roumani road, 56 km
Kishoregani- }inm‘acli Bhairab
Bazar road,'42 km Jinjira-

Keraniganj- Dohar road. and 45 -

kan Sirajgani-Belkuchi-Enavel -

pur<Shahjadpuie road.

The coaslal emibankment
rehabilitation project (phase 2)
is aimed at construction of
embankments along the 700
kin coastal line from Teknaf
to Sundarban

{(ut ol the Tk 358 crore

project cost. Tk 268 crore will
be available from the World
Bank and the European Com
mission as project aids.

The ECNEC meeting also
approved a project aimed at
rﬁlﬂt'ﬂlulyng & National Insti-
tute of Kidney Disease and
Urology
Tk 58 crore

Islamic Development Bank
(TDB) is likely to finance Tk 40
crore lor the proposed project
which will have a 100-bed
hospital over three acres of
land with 30 dialysis units.
where kidney transplantation
facilities will also be available

The ECNEC approved an-
ether project aimed at reduc-
ing iodine deficieney through
iodine mixed salt crushing
programme at a cost of Tk 47
crore of which Tk 34 crore
will be provided by UNICEF
and the World Bank.

The ECNEC alsob approved a

coastal drinking water supply
‘project at a cost of Tk 38
crore. aiming at installation of
9.000 tubewells. including
7.050 deep tubewells. in the
coastal areas.
;  The IDB will finance 97 per
cent cost of the project which,
when completed, will enable
27 lakh people in the country s
coastal area to have access Lo
pure drinking water.

in Dhaka at a cost of

R

Nudir Naain Madhumati
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five busep when an admission
ueeker was crushed under the

Whﬂf'lh ol a speeding bus ne;u‘

L ‘the varsity last weck

~ Fulbright dead

CWASHINGTON. Peh 4
Form-er Senator William Ful-

bright, a key figure in US for-

eign policy for three decades
died here:

56 '0f 89, his wife said,

senate from
representing.

1945 to 13974,

world affairs influenced a gen-

eration - of American 'leaders
another Arkansas.

including
President Bill Clinton.
From 1959 to 1974 the

Democrat headed the senate .

foreign relations  commitlee,

foday of .a stroke at

ight served in the US

the southern
state of Arkansas. His views on

and became a voice of modera-

tion during the height of the
cold war,

Moudud

From Page 1 Col 4

be ‘unureahstic and nieaning- .

less.” the JP leader said adding
. 'We have nothing te say if any-

one files a case on his own ml
tiative."

Moudud. however. said that

returning to the post of the |

Chief Justice after assuming
the political post of President

was a ‘wrong decision’ by Jus-
tice Shahabuddin. *

He said, his pattv had given
a note of dissent’ on the issue

when Parliament took the
move to pass the 11th
amendiment (o the Eﬂnstitu-k
lt_l:un.

, The JP leader alleged that
Justice Shahabuddirt did not
maintain his neutrality as the

head of the government as he:

played a discriminatory role
with the Jatiya Party and its
leaders, including former
president H M Ershad.

1 |

- Madhumati’.

‘:- '

}' Tarek Tabassum and chief offi-

Appeal against
- ¢ensor board
decision rejected

By Staff Correspondent
The high-lével government
film’ censor appeal gommittee
has rejected the a .agdmst
the decision of theé Censor

Board on the "Nadir Naam

The Censor Board had
raised objections to ten scenes
and dialogue sequences of the
film. -based on the War of Lib-
eration. Its director. Tanvir
Mokammel. appealed against
these ahjections on October
30,

Ater Liree
Febiruarv b, Ww
inforined  Mokanuuel that of
the ten ohiecuvnable scenes
and dialogues. the appeal

wionthis - o
appeal buard

board considered nine of those

should be censored. Dthﬂr—_
wise, the Censor Board would

not approve the film for publie

viewin g,

However, Tanvir Muk.a minel

refuses. Lo cenusor I']'lt"-“a-t" se-
qut-m S, '

Herom worth
“Tk 1 er seized

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG,
Chittageng Sea Customs re-
covered one kg heroin worth
Tk one crore from a Pakistani
flag- carrier vessel, "Ocean

Envoy”, today and agrested two

‘ persons in this connection.
- Acting on a tip-off, Customs

offictals raided the ship at jeity

-number 11 this evening and
recovered the heroin fmrn the
engtnt roon.

They also remutred contra- |

band mﬂdlclne worth Tk one
lakh.
Captain qf ‘the. ship Md

cer Rashid Mohammad
~arrested and handed

ere

- the Port police. |
| Taslima's case: Next

‘hearing Mar 11

By Court Correspondent

The hearing of the case ‘|

a’gainsl - controversial writer
Taslima Nasrin has been ad-
jourmed till Mareh 11 upon a
prayer fram the tion.

The Additional Chief Metro-

politan Magistrate. Dhaka, A K
M Kamaluddin pﬂssed the
order yesterday.

¥ A WS repreaﬁ'lted in -

the ACMMs court by Advocate
ldrisur. Rahman. She faces
charges of hufq!ﬂng the relj-
gious leelings of the Muslims

of the country in an interview

blished in .m Incdian c{#y
P Earlier, on January the

Feb 9: The

to

|

|- .

l with

- PM: Edn week
From Page | Col 7 ._:
tion and food for education

prograiime.
Besides. she said, special

uup::rmm e las been given on
womnan s education and

stipend and Iree education for
girls introduced in, the rural
areas. 4

She said opportunity has
been expanded to spread edu-
cation through estdablishment
of private universities. Govern-
ment is encouraging- the role
of the private sector, she
added. :

The function was also ad-
dressed by Education Minister
.Jamiruddin Sircar and Edu-
cation Secretary lrshadul Huq.

Jet trainers

From Page | Col B

Terry Bates of the US Office
of the Under Secretary of the
Air Force is heading a team
which will carry out, the trans-
fer. supported by members of
the US Pacific Air Forces
Headguarters in Mawaii.

S Ambassador David N
Merrill said: "The United
States is pleased to be able to
help Bangladesh meet its need
for a new entry level jet trainer

with technology appropriate
and cost ‘effective for
Bangladesh."

Lt Colonel James Dunn. the
US Defence Attache,® termed
this “"the most significant
transfer of military equipment
ever from the US to
Bangladesh.™

DU girl students
call strike Feb 19

By DU Correspandent

The resident female stu-
dents of the Dhaka University
have called a day-long strike
on the campus February 19 to
press home their four-point
charter of demand.

The ‘demands include
keeping the hostel gates open
in the évenings in line with
the timings of the central M-

brary and withdrawal of the'
‘systerm of monitgring atten-
the ladies’

dance (roll call)
dormitories.
The female studbpts also

- demand waiving of such re-

strictions as requiring permis-
sion of the local guardian and
application for reporting late
at_the hostels at n
Representatives of female
students from three residen-

_ tial halls of the university, at a

press conference yesterday
afternoon, also announced
their next course of action.

They will exchange views
with the student leaders today
and with different forums of
the university like the teach-
ers' and officers’ associations,
the teachers' representatives
tlo the Senate and S ate
and the provosts of different
hosiels tomorrow.

3 new MPs

From Page 1 Col 5

Minister Raliqul Islam Miah,
Chief Whip KhandakKer Delwar
Hossmain, State Minister for
Social Wellare Fazlur Rahman
Patal and Whip Abdul Karim
were preserd on the occasion.

Another BNF MP-elect.
Shahjahan Mia who. won_the
by-elecliort in Brahmanbaria-6
constituency. did not take Dath

- yesterday.

The four seats.fell vacant
lellowing the deaths of Walie
Ashral (BNP) from B'baria-6
Sirajul Hwuq (BNP) {rom
Sherpur-3, Primtipal Eunus
Khan {BNP) Bakerganj-6 and
Abu. Baker (Jamaat) Natore-3.

The newly-elected inde-
pendent MP Mahmudul Hug is_
the son of late Sirajul Huq, 1
who died late last vear in a car
accident on (he: Dhaka-
Myvinensingh nghway,

The by-elections were boy-

colted '::w the uumr ﬂppﬂbltrﬂﬂi

jrarties,

he Emlg ﬁtar

-

LS

Italian dctresa Sophia

Loren

and actor Marecello

Maatrmanm émbrace each other after receiving the ‘Golden
Camera” award of the German magazine “Hoer Zu" for

their
Wednesday.

lifetime achmvementﬂ

in cinema in Berlin

— AFP photo

Writs in High Court

From Page 1 Col 5

Mustafizur Rahman. did not
tally with the specimen signa
tures keptl in the Parliament
Secretariat. Beth the resigna-
tion letters did not bear any
date either. the affidavit said.

#

Akhtaruzzaman has been ab-
sconding and Mustafizur
Rahman informed the Speaker
that he did not submit any res-
ignation while Maj Gen (retd)
Mahmudul Hasan of the JP said
that he had decided not to re-
sign although his resignation
letter, was lfound in Lhe [older.

Such discrepancies and the
failure of the members to ap-
pear before him made it im-
perative Lo verily the genuine-
ness of the letters. the Spea-
ker maintained.

Further fr.':plaining'
cause of delay. the Speaker
siid helell sick and was hospi-
Laltsed on Dﬂ'éembfr 31.

]
the

Almost all the resignation

letters assigned similar reason
— the alleged failure of the rul-
ing party to amend the

Constitution to hold the next-

elections under a neutral, ca-
retaker government — whiech,
he saifl, is contrary to the
provisions of the Constitution
and Rules of Procedure.

The Speaker majintained

~that even after the handing

over of the three folders, nego-
tiation between the ruling

':mmmw

Parliament at a ceremuny at his Jatiya Bangsad yesterday.

Speaker Shaikh Razzak Ali admlulstered the oaths of-office to three newly-elected members of

— . PID phﬂtu

Jute textlle sector strike to be tackled

From Page 1 Col 3
allow the workers to create
‘chaos” on the streels, causing
sulfering to the people,

Asked whether the gov-
ernment would take action to
tackle the barricade pro-
gramime, the
ordy said. "why not.”

The " minister, however,
said, "My doors are open ...
‘anybody can use my good of-
fices to find out an amicable
solutien through talks between
the workers and the privale

m,U,l WIHETS,
l?lfnnan Shah "said that he

with the Textile Minis-
earlier, held a meeting
the CBA leaders of the
public sectos jute mills. They

along
Ler,

Y "said they would not join the

High ‘Court had rejected a

prayer for guashment of*the
‘tase against Taslima. But ft ob-
‘served that the trial court
should have the sanction of the
government under Section
188 of the ' Criminal Procedure

| Code to proceed with:the case.

barricade programme since
most of their demands had al-
ready been met, he added.
“We have met almost all
demands of the workers of
public sector mills and the
government is actively consid-
ering giving the workers 10

| ‘per cent dearness allowance.”

Jute Minister

said the Jute Minister.

He also said he visited the
Nishat Jute Mills at Tongi in
the city suburb yesterday
afternoon where the workers
told him they would not
participate in the barricade
programie.

During the meeting with
private sector CBA (collective
bargaining agents) leaders,
Labour and Manpower Minister
Mir Shawkat Ali said the gov-
ernment was committed to
improving the lot of the
masses, including the workers
of mills and factories. -

The CBA leaddrs stressed
the need for implementation
of wages commission award in
their mills. They. alleged that
mill owners were not willing
to enhance their facilities de-
spite satisfactory production in
the mills and their capability
to increase the same.

The minister said the en-
hancement of financial benefits
of the workers is related with
the increase of produetion in
the mills and increase of pro-

duction is ensured when ami-
cable relation and close coop-
eration exist between the

workers and the management. ™
He urged the CBA leaders to
postpone their

planned 96-
hour strike and the barricade
programme in, view of the Ra-
madan and proper solution of
their problems.

In a separale mteung with
State Minister for Textiles Ab-
dul Mannan yesterday, leader

of the pro-BNP Jativatabadi Su-~

takal Sramik Dal said that they
would not jein the barricade
programme

The Sramik Dal leaders
were assured of providing
necesaary capital for the en-
terprises controlled by the
Bangladesh Textile Mills Cor-
poration.

The meeting was attended,
among others, by Textiles Sec
retary Mohammad Abdur

Hashid, workers leaders Nurul

¥ Islam Bhuiyan, Abdur Ragzak,

Salauddin Sarker and Abdur
Rahiman Pradhan.

party and the opposition par
lies continued as part of an
endeavour Lo resolve the con
stitutional crisis bound to lol-
low such resignations.

Barrister K S Nabi, the
lawyer for Sheikh Hasina. and
Barrister Abdur Razzaque,
counsel for Matiur Rahman
Nizami. objected to the filing
of the atﬁdayil in-opposition,
saying il was :-.uhmlltcd aller
the hearing of arguments on
the maintainability of the writ.

Meanwhile. as (he hearing
on the writ resumed yesterday.
Jamaal leader Moulana Matiur
Rahman Nizami's counsel ar-

gued that the court should not

involve itself in matters of po-
litical and social disputes.,

Supporting the submissions
off K 'S Nabt and Moudud

~Ahmed, he said the petitioner

did not qualify as an aggrieved
party in his writ petition.

Barrister Razzague further
argued that the petitioner did
neither file nor enclose any
copy of the resignation letters
submitted by 147 opposition
members of Parliament.

He pleaded for rc}tclmn ol
the writ..

The court resumes hearing-

on f:-undav

LAHORE (Pakistan), Feb 9: A Pakistani court here today
handed down the death pemalty to two Christians, including a

teenager.

for blaspheming the Prophet Mohammad (SM).
cournt officials said Salamat Masih,

14, and Rehmat Masih. 44,

were convicted by Judge Mujahid Hussain after a trial lasting

more than a

reforts AFP

year in this,predomfinantly Muslim t;n*mtr‘_r

Pakist 'Ilse' —

ISLAMABAD Feb 9 Pakistan said today it had installed a

seismic station that
neighbonring countries.,

could monitor nuclear tests in
including arch-foe India. But a

foreign ministry spokesman told reporters the station. set up
receritly at Chakwal in central Punjab province under an
international seismic monitoring network, was not aimed
against any country. reports Reuter

Legal notice
against partisan
use of BTV

By Staff Correspondent

Bangladesh Television
(BTV) and the Ministry of In-
formation are to be sued by a
group of lawyers who seek to

|l see the staletconirolled elec-

ironic medium. cease asa
‘propaganda machine

The Bangladesh Enviro-
neminal Lawvers Association
(BELA} vestevday issued a legal
notice upon the government.
asking it to ensure that BTV
was not used bythe govern
ment. the ruling party and
their allies without giving-due
coverage to the opposition.
BELA svurces said.

They said taht the legal no-
tice followed allegations of
conlinued partisan exploitation
vl the BTV, which had created
a negative impact and utter
misgrust- inthe minds of the
viewers

The notice was served upon
the Secretary. Ministry of lo-
formation, Chairman ob the
National Broadcasting Author-
ity and the Director General of
BTV,

The notice also sel a dead-
line of 10 am Sunday. Febru
ary 12, lor compliance. BELA
sources said.

. Abducted schoolboy

found dead

. ; ']

in Rangpur
From Our Correspondent

RANGPUR, Feb 9: A school-
bhoy. abdueted from village
Rathinampur under Sadar

Thana 12 days ago, was found,

dead in an abandoned well in
the village yesterday.

The body of Kamol, 12, a
student of class VI and son of
one Shurendranath of the vil-

lage was recovered last night. "

Family sources said. the
Kidnappers had demanded
Taka 60,000 as ransom and
threatened to kill him if their
demand was not met by Febru-

ary 8.

From Page 1 Col 3
were using SIP. The study fur-
ther found that production of
iodized salt was only. 4670.02
metric tonmes (MT) eor in

- other words only 19.45 per

cent ol the total salt produc-

tion. r
-%NICEF‘ sources said out of

the 265 salt mills in the ecoun-

try 234 have - already: been
provided with SIP.

SIP would be set up at qight
of the rest 31 mills very soon,
six other mills have been in-
spected and visiting the other

16 began on Februdry 4.

- 'The first SIP was installed
on August 31.1993. Installation
cost of one SIP is 30,000 US
dollars. ‘Bangladesh University
of Engineering and Technology
(BUET) designed the SIP hav-
ing a capacity of .eight MT per
hour. Two Bangladeshi compa-
nies are manufacturing these
machine and installing at the
salt crushing and refining fac-

e Et'i‘ul‘dlitﬂ to the UNICEF

survey none of the salt mills

was lound to be utilising their
full capacity for salt iodination.
Most of the iodized salt were

- produced by only 10 factories

located at Narayanganj, Dhaka
and Khulna.

The, survey said average
wholesale prices of medium

- quality non-iodized and iodized

salt per kg at factory level
were reported to be Taka 7.00
and 8.00 respectively in Sep-
tember last year. The prices
have now shot up to Taka B.50
and 10.00 respectively.

A paper titled 'Promotion of
l[odized Salt to Eradicate lo-
dine Deficiency Problem’ pre-
pared by the UNICEF made
some suggestions for making
the government's Universal
Salt ledination (USI) progra
Mimme a8 sUcCess

These suggestions are.
More promotional materials
such as leaflets, brochure, st
ckers need to be supplied,
miore bill boards need to be
fixed at different public places
(0 create JQwareness, market
committee members should be
oriented on lodine Deficiency
Disorders (IDD), local BSCIC
offices should jbe involved
mere Iin ﬂﬂl'll'lnrlng lodized
salt sold in the market. gov-
ernment should take action

ol

'Hi gh prlce of salt

against those who are selling
non-iodized salt though though

these are marked as iodized on
the packet.

lodine deficiency is one of
the sertous public health
problems in Bangladesh. This
problem was lirst identified in
1962-64 during the "first nu-

Arition survey in Bangladesh
conducted by the University of

e resulls of the Bangla-
desh IDD Survey-1993 show
that the current prevalence
rate of goitre in Bangladesh js
47.1 per, cent which means
about 50 million peeple have
visible or palpable goitre. But,
in real terms 68.9 per cent or
80 million people are bio-.

~ chemically iodine deficient.

. To attain the.goal of USI

aimed at iodizing all edible salt °

by the mid-decade, Bangladesh
government has already set up

~a National Salt Committee

comprising representatives
from as many as eight min-
istries with major invelvement
Ministry oFf Health and
Ministry of Industries,

. F .
in road
mishaps

From Our Ceorrespondent

NARAYANGANJ, Feb 9
Four persons were killed and
three others injured in rbad
acoidents in the Gazaria and
Bandar thana areas on the

Dhaka-Chittagong highway to-

- — ..J
in Gazaria, t au

shaw passengers Il:-rp

and three others injured when
a Dhaka-bound minibus col-
lided head-on with the au-
torickshaw at around 7 am.
The three-wheeler was head-
ing towards Paudkandi.

The deceased were identi-
fied as Kabir Ahmed, 25, Abdus
Samad, 42, and Abdul Baten,
35, of Gazaria. Munshiganj.

The driver of the autorick-
shaw was sent to the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital in a
serious condition while two
other unidentified persons
were admitted to the Munshi-
ganj Bhaberchar health com-
plex,

The minibus driver escaped
with his vehicle.

A ten-year-old girl, Shahi-
noor, was run over by a bus
while ‘crossing the road in
Kewdala under Bandar thana at
about 1 pm. Shahinoor was
carrying cauliflowers to sell in
4 nearby market. Police seized
the bus.

Two cases were lodged with
the Gazaria and Bandar thanas.

The dead bodies were
brought te the Narayanganj
General Hospital for autopsy.

3
BEA urges govt

From Page 1 Col 4
they will try to impose it on
the entire privaie sector. '
* The association suggested
that the workers should su
mit any charter of demands

' the management, which would

then be settled thropgh bilat-
eral and tripartite consulta-

tions.
Earlier ve&t:rda}r the BEA

held a meeting with represen-
Lalives of the Bangladesh Jute
.Mills Association, the Bangla-
desh Jute Spimmrers' Associa-
‘tion and the Bgngladesh Tex-
tile Mills' Association.

Time- scalg

From Page 1 Col

| ers and employees - from Tk

100’ to Tk 150 with effect
from July 1. 1994 and in-
creased teachers' subvention
[rom 70 per cent to BO per
cent with effect from dmuar}r
1; 1995
The matter of ghring retir-

ing benefit to the non-govern-
ment teachers and employees
is under active consideration
of the goverument. the hand-
ot added.

SEC guidelinesy
From Page | Cal 7 ~
account along with name of the

bark and branch shall have to
be indicated in the securities
application form.

ln case of over-subscription,
successful applicants for min-
imum .lot shall be determined
by lottery. and applicants for
lots in excess of minimum ol

shall be allotted securilies
proportionately, the source
sand.
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