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NEWS BRIEFS

Hasina shocked

Awaln  League President
Sheikh Hasina yesterday ex-
pressed concern al the rising
trend ol road accidents
throughout the country and
demanded immediate steps to
check them. In a statement.
Hasina alsu expressed deep
shock at the death of 12 peo-
ple in three road acpidents in
Chitiagong district on
Wednesday and conveyed her
sympathy to the injured and
prayed lor their early recovery.
reports UNB

M R Osmany
leaves for Canada

M R Osmany left Dhaka for
MiLawa yesierday to join his
new oflice as Bangladesh High
Commissioner 1o Canada. Ba
ngladesh High Commissioner
to India Farooq Sobhan who
has been appointed the Fog-
reign Secretary is expecied to
take up his nMew assignment
cagly next nonth rrpﬂrbs
UNB. *

Editors' Council
polls Mar 20

The general meeting and
election of the Bangladesh
Council of Editors will be held
on March 20. A three-member
election comumission headed
by M Haider Chowdhury.
Chairman ol the National Life
Insurance Co Lid was formed
0 conduct the election. The
other members of the com-
mission .uv Anwarul Islam. Ed-
Hor of the Daldly Desh and
Hasanuzzaman Khan. Managing
Ediuor ol BSS

Villagers clash:
15 hurt in Sylhet

SYLHET Feb 9 Al least 15

people were injured in a clash -

between two groups of vil-
lagers un Chandbhorang of
Biswanath thana tds afternoon
Of them four were admitted 1o
the Sylhet M A G Osmany
Medical College Hospital with
critical iajpuries. The clash en

. sukd over a land dispute of 4
IO 11
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Speaker Shaikh Razzak Ali
in an alfidavit filed before the
High Courtl yesterday de-
scribed the writ challenging
the en masse resignations of
opposition MPs as '‘premalure’
and not maintainable’.

Additional Attorney General
Abdul Wadud Khandaker filed
the affidavit-in-oppeosition on
behall of the Speaker, who was
made one of the respondents
in the writ petitipn by one
Taufiq Hossain.

Another Additional Attorney
-General, Abdul Wadud Bhuiyan,
also [liled a separate affidavit on
behalf of the Secretary.
Ministry of Law and Justiee,
who is also a respondent.

The affidavit Enntalning the
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Speaker opposes writ on

Supreme Court Cnrrespnnant

reply ol the S5peaker was
placed before the special
bench of the High Court yes-
terday at 3:15 pm when the
hearing on the writ was about
to end for the day. The copies
of the Speaker's reply were
also served to the parties con-
cerned. :

The Speaker. in his reply.
said that the petition was not
maintaingble because it was
filed before he could examine
the resignatien letters and ar-
rive at a final decision.

Narrating how he teceived
the resignation leliers, the
Speaker in his affidavit said
that on December 28 at aboul
9 pm. three folders containing
resignation ]Elters of the MPs

were submitted to him One of
the lolders was -submitted by
Leader ol the Opposition and
Awami League president
Sheikh Hasina while two.other
folders were handed over to
the Speaker by Jatiya Party
leader Mizanur Rahman
Chowdhury and Jamaat-e-
Islami leader Matiur Rahman
Nizami. The leaders,
submitting the folders, said
that those contained resigna-
tion letters of almost’ all the
members df Parliament .of
their respective parties.
Having received the folders.
the Speaker announced that
the leiters said. to be inside
those folders required scrutiny

and cxumjnaﬁn as _per provi-

g‘round of prematurit

while .

sion of Article 67 (2) of the
Cnns!itqtinn and Rule 177 of
ihe Rules of Procedure. The
Speaker also requested the
MPs to appear before him in
his oftice for compliance with
the constitutional and proce-
‘dural requirements.

The affidavit further stated
that the Speaker then started
calling some Jamaat MPs by

 name but none was found. Only

Salauddin Quader Chowdhury
of the NDP, who was there,
submitted his resignation let-
ter in person. .

Aller scrytiny. the Speaker-
said he found that signaturesa
of two Awami League MPs,
Akhtaruzzaman Chowdhury and
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The Securities and Ex-
change Commissjon (SEC)
yesterday announced a set of
guidelines on initial public of-
fering to the local investors to
protect investors' interest in

- securities, reports BSS.

According to an offictal
source’, under the guidelines,
the minimum lot in the initial
public offering (IPO) shall be
securities worth Taka 5,000.

Fifty per cent of the amount
of the net IPO (IPO minus for-
eign pldcement minus quota
for ICB unit/mutual funds and
emnployees) shall be reserved
for the applicants for mini-
mum lot.

The balance 50 per cent of

be reserved for applicants for
securities of the fnlluwing-
ranges:

50,000 — 10 percent; up to Tk

I{}D{l{}ﬂ — 10 per cent: and

the amount of the net IPO shall
- of all associated compand

For all applicants up to Tk:

up' to Tk 5,00.000 — 10 per
cent. : |
The rest 20 per cent of the

|

net IPO well be reserved for .

financial institutions, insur-
ance companies and financial
and market intermediary
companies with applications

for a minimum lot of above Tk

5.00,000,

Applicants must apply forn
securities worth Tk 5,000 or
multiples thereof.

Quota for the ICB unit/mu-
tual funds and empldyees in
the IPO shall be 20 per cent
and five per cent respectively

‘of the PO available for local

investors (IPO minus foreign
investors). Employees shall
include permanent employees
es.
Refund of over-subseription
money shall be made by ac-
count payee cheque. For the
purpose. the number of bank
See Page 8 Col. 7

Govt firm to tackle jute,
textile sector stnke |

By Staff Correspondent

An inter-ministerial meet-
ing vesterday drew up a
“contingency plan” tp face any
“untoward and illegal” activi-
ties during the strike and bar-
ricade programmes of jute and
lextile miHs workers sched-
uled to begin on February 12.

"We have reviewed the

overall situation and decided

to take measures in accor-
darice with the existing law.”
Jute Minister A S M Hannan
Shah told The Da.tly Star over

“telephone,

The jute and textile mills
workers. both in the public
and private sectors. recently
announced a 96-hour strike at
the mills and rail-road barri-
cade programume ifrom 8 am
to 2 pm everyday) from Febru-
dary 12 to 15.

K baived by s Hagoe Minis-

ter the hour-lomg inter-minis-
terial meeting was attended bv
ihe ministers for Jute, Textiles
and l.abour and Manpower.

The Labour and Manpower

Minister also held separate
meelings with the CBA leaders
of the private sector jute and
textile mills ye€sterday.

Bangladesh Jatiyatabadi Su-
takal Sggarik Dal vesterday said
that it Id not participate in
the planned barricade pro-
graimme.

Meanwhile, Bangladesh
Employers’ Associatiop (BEA)
ye ay expressed deep con-
cern over the planned barri-
cade programme and urged
the governimeit to take stern
action to slop such agitation.

Shah Alam. joint convenor
of the Patkal Sramik Karma-
charl Sangram Parishad. toid
The Daily Star that they would
go ahead with their agitation.
"We are tot alraid of any threat
from the government.” he

coald, medding “we are ssady Lo

join any dialogue with the gov-
ernment.” .
Sources said the inter-min-

istertal meeling decided not 1o
See Page 8 Col 3

. plicapile in the p

Take firm steps to

stop smkﬁ,
BEA urges govt.

The Bangladesh Empluy_crs
Association (BEA) yesterday
urged the government to take
firmi 1measures to step the

planned strike and barricade |

programme of jute and textile
mill workers, reports UNB.

The Association expressed
deep concern over the work-
ers "gherao and aborodh” pro-
gramme for implementation ol
'the wage commission award in
the private sector mills.

"No one should be allowed

to indulge in trouble-making in.

the name ol trade unionism.”
said a statement signed bv BEA
President Laila Rahman Kabir.
It said the wage commis-
sion was sel up lo recommend
wages ol public: sector mijlls
factories and there should
be no confusion d‘hﬂ' wi th!."r

its recommendgti
v vaq;rw;#
The BEA I'em‘ed t it the
wolkers succeed in enforcing
the wage commission award in
jule and textile sectors then
. See Page B Col 8B
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'rime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia gave away prizes to the best teachers, institwtions and

students at the prize distribution ceremony of the National Education Week, 1995 at Osmany
Memonal Hall in the city yesterday

'TCB responslble for
high price of salt'

By Reaz Ahmad

The government s pohey of
Importing crude salt through
the Trading Corporation of
Bangladesh (TCB) is responsi-

ble for inadequate supply and
tk.l::gh price of salt in -the mar-
,[ £l

This was the finding of a
survey conducied recently by
the UNICEF. which has so (ar
installed 234 Salt lodination

Planis (SIP) in Bangladesh un-
der ils Contrel of lodine

Deliciency Disorders (CIDD)*

programune with grants from
CIDA

Meanwhile: Bangladesh Salt
Mills Owners Association. whi-
ch is on an, indefinite strike
since February 5.is demanding
providing the mills with TCB-
imported sall. It is- also
demanding ol the government
to permit the mill owners to
import uncrushed sall and
then refine and iodize those
locally .

In another development,
salt mill owners in Narayangani
last month sent a legal notice
to the [hstrect Fuod Controller

asking him (o prohibit TCB
Irou selhing imported crude
salt in the loeal market at 50
per cent profit.

According to the findings nf
the UNICEF survey the reasons
for not producing iodized salt
even afler the enforcement of
law banning production of non-
lodized sall are govern-
ment s policy. salt miill owners’
reluctance. Inadeguatle de-
mand lor iodized sali and
problems of salt marketing and
packaging.

A semi-structured ques-
tlonnaire was used to record
the information for the UNI-
CEF survey Owners of the salt
factories were interviewed in
most ol the cases and the
managers and relatives associ
ated with the lactories were
interviewed where Lhe owners
were not present.

Another study by Banp
ladesh Small and Coltage
Industries Corporation {BSCIC)
tondudcied in Decenmiber last
revealed 1hat onlv K7 salt mills

See Page B Col 6

Rao expands
cabinet

MNEW DELHI. Feh 9 The 51-
meinber union council ol min-
isters was today l:xpumﬁ'd with
Ajit Singh. Buta Singh and
Madhav Rao Scindia sworn in
as cabinet ministers and P
Chidambaram. Urmila Ben
Patel and Matang Sidgh as

- ministers ol state, reports PTIL

Along with the induction of
these six into his three and a
hall years old ministry. the
Pritne Minister, P V Narasimha
Rao. elevaled 1o the cabinet
rank ministers of state P A
Sangma (Labour] and G Ven-
katswamy [Textiles). beginning -
the exercise Lo revamp Lhe
minisiry and Congress | party
alter the drubbing in the
recent assembly elections.

The President. D R Shanker
Davil Sharma, admini-icred
the wath of oftice and scverecy
lo the new entrants al 4 simple
lunction @t Rashirapati Bhaban
With the inductions. Lthe siren-
gih ol the ministry has gone up
ta 57 Besides the Prime
Ministef. there are |17 miinis-
ters of cabinet rank. 13 mi-
nister- ol state with inde-
pendent «liarge 23 ministers
ol state and three depul:y min-
ISLErs

|

- — PID photo

3newMPs | 'Normalcy on campus
must for better edn'

sworn in

By Statf Correspondent

Three new MPs who won
last inonth’s by-eleetions yes-
terday attended the Jativa
Sangsad session after taking
oath.

Deputy Leader of the House
Prol Badruddoza Chowdhury
introduced the new members
in the House.

Deputy Speaket Humayun
Khan Panni chaired the sitting.

The new members are: Kazi
Golam Morshed(Natore-3),
Principal Abdur Rashid Khan
[Bakergapi-6) and Mahmudul
Hug [(Sherpur-3).
elecied on January 25.

Golam Morshed and Rashid
Khan were BNP nominees
while Mahmudul Hug is an in-
ilependent.

Earlier. Speaker Shaikh
Razzak Ali administered the
oaths to the newly-elected
members of Parliament in a
simple ceremony at his

Parliament olfice.

The Deputy Leader of the
House, the LGRD Minister
Abdus Salam Talukder Water
Resources Minister M Majidul
Hugy. Hoine Minister Abdul
Matin Chewdhury, Works

See Page 8 Col 4

An anti-mosquito dizmtrttmn hPid in the caty yesterday
— Star photo
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Moudud denies
JP move to sue
Shahabuddin

Jauya Party leader Moudud
Ahmed yesterday said his party
has no connection with a re-
ported move (o llle a case
dagainsi former Chiel Justice
Shahabuddin Ahnied. reports
UNB.

Mahabubur Rahman and
some other JP leaders are re-
portediy behind the move to
challeige the legality of the
February 27 elections ol 199]
conducted by the carelaker
covernment ol Justice Sha
hatruchdin
dustwer on February 1, 1995

Moudud rold reporiers at
Lhe Supreme Court prennses
vestorday afternoon that the JP
had nw decision in this regard
IP presidium members Advo-
cale Fazle Rabbi and Major
General (Retd) M Shamsul Huq
WeTe presernf

Legally the matter is a
closed chapter ' said Moudud
who 1s now fighting a legal
battle 1In a special High Court
Divisior: bench against a writ
challenging the vahdity of res
Wnanon ol oppousition MPs.

Filing a case against the
lrmer ( laef Justice will now

See Page B (ol B
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They were |

Prime Minister
Khaleda Zia yesterday empha-
sised that the critical prob-
lems, like session jam and
campus viblence in the educa-
tional institutions should be
resolved through united ef-
forts, reporis LINB.

While giving emphasis on
‘increasing the number of edu-
cational institutions we should
also try to improve the stan-
dard of education which is only
possible in a narmal academic
atimosphere. she said.

The Prime Minister was
speaking at a prize distribution
cercimmony at the Osmany
Memworial Hall in the morning
on the occasion of the National
Education Week that ended
yesterday.

As many as 25 schools, col-
leges and madrasas received
awards as best educational
institutions. 35 teachers were
awarded gold medals for their
*outstanding performance and
72 students'lfor their extra-

" curricular activities.

Begum Zia sought coopera-
tion from -all irrespective of
thetr party alfiliation and

Begum * pus problems and producing

skilled and meritorious citi-
zens both teachers and stu-

dents should carry out’ their

respective responsibilities in
maintaining a congenial atmo-
sphere on the campuses and
supplementing the govern-
ment endeavours to improve
the standard of education, she
added. _

She also advised the stu-
dents to maintain disciplined
life and prepare themselves for
leading the nation to prosper.
iy,

Begum Zia said education is
the pre requisite lor national
development and prosperity
and observed thal country's
development efforts were be-
ing hampered because of a vast
number of illiterate people.

The Prime Minister said
her government has under-
laken massive programmes
with the objective to ensure
education for all.

She observed Lhat enroll-
ment in schools had increased
and the drop-out rate de-
creased alter the introduction
of compulsory primary educda-

See Page 8 Col 3
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EU for use of fresh water at
every stage of fish processing

A Fuarope i Univon vigilanee
tedait yesterday said Bangla
desh should immediately
ensure the use ol fresh water
at all stages ol lish and shrimp
processing Lo attain ELUJ
standard, reporis LUNB.

The team also insisted on
hygienic transportation ol ex-
portable fish in every step.

[rom catich to shipment,
which. it said. requires urgent
attention. .

The two-member team

from the Union's health and
sanitation unit gave their sug-
gestions to (he officials of the
Export Prumotion Bureau
(EPB| vesterday al the end of a
two-day mission here. :
The delegation from
Brussels came to Bangladesh
inspect quality control stan-

dard in the country's frozen.
food sector,

specially in the
shrimp area, as the EU has de-

cided o strictly tollow unfform

regulations on import of food
items .

A government official said
there would be no immediate
restrictionn non frozen fish ex-
port 1o Europe but the sector
would have 1o undergo a com-,

preheisive  improvemegt in
guality control
The ElLl regulations were

Hirst introduced in July 1993,
but the developing countries
were given time till December
1994 to upgrade their
processing facilities to the
requisite standard.

A sentor EPB official said
although the EU team had no
mdjor complaint at the overall
hygiene standard in the fish
sector. it insisted on strict wa-
ter control at differeny stages
of processing to avoid contam-
ination

Also. he said, the team
asked for immediate im-
provement in transportation of
fish. right from the point of

calch up to shipment, and
maintenance of required tem-
perature although

The El officials reportedly
told the Bangladesh authorities
to allow only those lactories to
export frozen fish iItems to
European market who can
ensure these LInprovemnents

Al present. 61 lactories. out
of the country's total 115 are
recominended by the

Department of Fisheries to ex-

port to El! market.

During  Lthe last two davs,
the EU team talked to fish-
eries officials on the govern-
men! s legal issues and exper-
lise regarding quality control,
and visitetl processing plants
and fish landing flacilities in
Chittagong. They. too, in-
spected fishing trawlers and
vehicles for transportation of
fish.

According to official
sources, the inspection team
also asked for ameéndments to
the existing legal framework
regarding quality control for
synchronisation with the EU
standard rules.

The team stressed the need
for using modern equipment
in processing factories and fur-
ther training of manpower in
the sector.

Frozen fish, shrimp in par-
ticular. is Bangladesh's major
export to Euro-market. Aboul
40 per cent of the countrys
frozen foods go to Europe.

Frozen fish fetched about
106 million US dollars in the
flirst three months of the cur
rent fiscal year
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JS session may

be prorogued
Monday

By Staff Correspondent

The Business Advisory
Committee of Parliament yes-
terday decided to prorogue the .
session on Monday following a
resolution on the inaugural
speech of the President, a
committee member said. |

- The meeting chaired by
Speaker Shaikh Razzak Al
took the decision to |
as there was no business left to
continue the 18th session, th'.-
source said.

- Deputy Speaker Humayun
Khan Panni, Deputy Leader of
the House Prof Badruddoza
Chowdhury, LGRD Minister
Abdus Salam Talukder, Works

| Minister Rafiqul Islam Miah,
Chief Whip Khandaker Delwar

Hossain and M Majidul Hugq
were - present at the 14-mem-
ber committee meeting. Ma-
jidul Huq represented the

| Prime Minister at the meeting.

Earlier. Sptaker Shaikh
Razzak Ali had said they were
planning to prelong the ses-
sion tiHl mid-March to avoid
another session in April. Ac-
cording to the Constitutional
provision Parliament should
meet withjn 60 days of the
previous session. 1

The 18th sion of the -
fifth Parliament en Jan-

uary 23.
Time-scale fur
Nnon-govt
: teachers

' The government yestérday
sanctioned time-scale Tor the
teachers of the non-govern-

“ | ment secondary schools, col-

leges and maddrassahas, reports
. As per the time-scales. on

?cnmplet;‘un of eight years’

epntinuous service of a
teacher. the existing scale of
Tk 9001530 will reach to the
scale of Tk 9751750, the
scale of Tk 1200-2335 lo the

w ‘of Tk 13089615, e,
Tsca of.'tk“f:inu 2615 (o scale.

ol Tk 1875-2870. the scale of
Tk 1375-2870 to the scale. of
Tk 1475-3150, scale of Tk
1725-3725 to the scale of Tk
2300-4480, the scale of Tk
2300-4480 to the scale of Tk
2850-5155.

The time-scale will be ef-
fective [rom July 1, 1994, an
official handout said. :

The governiment had earlier
increased niedical allowances
ol the non-government teach-

_ See Page 8 Col 8

Kumaratunga to.

visit Bangladesh
in April.

COLOMBO, Feb 9; Sri
Lankan President Chandrika
Kumaratunga today announced
that she was planning state vis-
its to neighbouring India and
Bangladesh followed by an-
other to France®in April, re-
ports AFP.

Kumaratunga said she will .
travel to India towards the end
of March and proceed to
Bangladesh before she returns
to New Delhi again in April for
a South Asian summit.

She said she will also ad-
dress Sri Lanka's donor coun-
tries at an annual World Bank
meeting in Paris towards the
end of April. .

The seven-nation South
Asian Association for Regional
Cooperation (SAARC] Summit
will be held in New Delhi in
mid-April.

US to provide 12
T-37B primary
jet trainers

~ The United States will pro-
vide Bangladesh with a dozen
1-37B primary jel trainers un-
der an agreement signed in
the city yesterday. reports
UNB.

The delivery of the training
alrcraft to the Bangladesh Air
Force will be made under the
auspices. of the US excess de-
fence articles transfer pro-
gramme, according to a USIS
press release.

The T-37B is a twin seat
trainer aircraft, a long-used
proven design and has been
still in use by the United
States Air Force 1o train jet
pilots. The aircraft is not de-
signed for and cannot carry
armaments.

The agreement for the
transfer — signed here at the
Bangladesh Air Force Head-
quarters — culmingied more
than a year-long efforts by US
Embassy in Dhaka, US De-
partnrent of the Air Force, US
Department of Defence and US
Department of State tp iden
the aircraft and approve
delivery. the USIS release said.

See Page 8 Col 4



