DHAKA

THURSDAY,

SATKHIRA, Feb 8 Two
people were killed and five
others injured in a bomb blast
near a shrimp 'gher’ (enc-
losure) at a village in Debhaga
thana early Tuesday, reports
. UNB.

Police said the explosion
took place shortly after mid-
night when supporters of last

year's lease-holder of the ‘gher

were making bombs near the
enclosure in Shimulbaria wvil-
lage.

Villagers said tension was
prevailing following dispute
between tHe two groups over
fixation of this year's lease
moeney.

The dead were identified as
Azizul Islam_ (35) and his
nephew Khokon (30). The in-
jured workers were reportedly
absconding to avoid arrest.

Workshop on
credit for poverty
~alleviation through

commercial banks

Feb 8: A day-long workshop
on “credit for poverty allevia-
«tion through commercial

banks'. The Framework of
"Small Farmers and Landless

Labourers Development Pro- -

Jject of Bangladesh Academy for
Rural Development (BARD) was

inaugurated at the Bangladesh
Academy for Rural Develop-
ment (BARD]. Comilla on 1st
February 1995. says a BARD
press release.

The objective of the project
is to increase production, ém-
ployment and income of the
small farmers_and landless
labourer through formation of
small homogeneous groups, in
collection of savings habit
among group members for
generation of own capital, and
provision for credit support to
them through a commercial
bank for undertaking various
income generaling activities.

A tota] of about one hundred.

high and-mid Jlevel oflicials
from different government.
non-government and interna-
tional organisations attended
the workshop.

The session was inaugu-
rated by the speech of Dr Mo-
hammad Haroonur Rashid,
Member, Planning Commission
as chief guest. Md Mahe Alam,
Secretary. Rural Development
and Co-operative Division dand
Dr ATM Shamsul Huda, Secre-
tary, Banking Division was pre-
sent in the workshop as spe-
cial guest.

Posts of 150
~ physicians

lying vacant
in Khulna Div

KHULNA, Feb 8 Treatment
of patients in different gov-
ernment hospitals in Khulna
Division is being hampered se-
riously due to shortage of

, reports UNB.

sources said at pre-
sent about 150 posts of doc-
ors in different hospitals have
been lying vacan! fof a pretty
long time.

Only 541 Assistant Sur-
geons have been working in
different hospitals as against
11.1 million pepulation of the
division.

About 80 Assistant Surgeons
have been staying abroad for
long. As a resuit. the
doctors have been facing
problems to attend the iIn-
creasing number of patients.

The patients alleged that in
most of the hospitals and
“health complexes necessary
nedicines are hardly available
and they are to purchase the
same from outside at high
prices.

They also :llch that the

diet supplied by the hospital
autherity is of low guality and

bedsheets and pillow covers

remain dirty most of Lthe thne
2
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JESSORE. Feh B: A total of
180 dairy larms in greater Jes-
sure. are facing closure follow
ing acute scarcity ol lodder

According to a number of
dairy larm owners, establish-

ment ol dairy farms at private
initiative has been encouraged
by government recently. But no
step has been taken for supply
of fodder. As a result, market
price of fodder has gone be-
yond purchasing capacity
deepening the crisis for the

vwners of dairy farms.
it is learnt thal demand lor

fpdder in the district has in-
creased largely due to growth
of new dairy fdrms in the area.
[3ut the supply position of fod-
der remains unchanged. Thus,
widening gap between- demand
ang supply of fodder.
According (o reports, a bag
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of auto-ricevpolish weighing 50
kgs, is selling at Taka 300.

Two months ago it was sold at
Taka 180, One bag of wheat
husk of same weight is selling
at Taka 320 while a few
months back. it was available at
Taka 200. Price of keshari-

husk bag weighing 50 kgs cost
Taka 250. It was sold at Tk
140 earlier.

Inadequate supply of fodder
has adversely affected market
price. hampering milk produc-
tion. |

Fhis situation has led to
closure of a number of dai
farms in the dis

A source sai
dairy farms in Je
were set-up under bank credit
facilities.

Closure of farms due to fod-
der crisis and progressive de-

cline in milk pfénduci_{un has
fenerated problems for the
bank loanees,

it is learnt, the local Krishi
Bank provided credit facilitiés
for setiing up of the dairy
farms at private initiatives. On
the other, these dairy farms
owners are now facing trouble
as to how and when they could
repay the bank loans. The
whole picture is very dismay-
ing. general secretary of
Jegsbre dairy farm owners as-
iation said that all dairy
farms in greater Jessore are
facing threat of existence un-
der mounting. crisis of fodder.

He said that a few months
ago, a total of two thousand five
hundred litres of milk was
produced from 45 dairy larms

in Jessore evervday, not’ to

speak of other areas of greater

-
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DINAJPUR: °
known as Bangla Hili. The road on the other side leads 10 Indian Hili town. The building on
the left is the Indian customs huuae Hundreds of tra»ellers pass through this customs

check post everyday

I'he rail tracks divide B

L3 TS S

Buangladesh-India border at the Hili border or better
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SNATORE, Feb s Drinking
Mwaler crisis has been become
acvule in Natore poura areas. it
is learnd.

Most of the town dwellers

out household works including
cooking and bathing with using
water from ponds and ditches
as water supply in the town is
not sulficient to meet the ris-
ing demand.

According to concerned
sources, about 22 lakh gallon
ol waler is required for aboul
80 thousand people in the
poura areas. But only five lakh
gallon ol water is being sup-
plied in the town at present.

As a resull. about 70 per
reit people of Natore town are
deprived of drinking water,

Another source said that
about 18 thousand people of
the town can managed o
drink water.

It is learnt that due to igno-

Young girl
‘— -
commits:
suicide

BHOLA. Feb 8. A teen-aged
girl allegediv commiilled sui-
cide by hanginug hersell al
Shibpur union in sadar thana

on Monday, reports UNB.

The victim identified
Chaina Begum. 16, was a
teacher of a mass education
centre of the union.

Police said. Chaina enjoyed
a TV programme at her neigh
bour's house and returned

home. But after a lfew minutes
she allegediy comunitied sui-

cide .

have been compelled to carry

r——— e

‘Sometimes.
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ramce of the municipal annhor-
ity many poor pceople carry out
their household jobs including
bathing using the contami-
nated water from different
nearby ponds and canals. A
concerned sources informed
that the number of these poar
people is over 10 thousand in
the town.

Many people have tubewells
in their houses. But, in some
cases, the tubewells supply
dirty water due to leakage on
the wunder-ground pipes.
the places sur-
rounding the tubewells are un-
hygienic.

For using the dirty water.
many people are suffering from
several kinds ol diseases like
diarrhoea. dysentery etc.

It is also report that au-
Lhorities could n supply
enough water as one of the
Lthree water-lifting tubewells
has been remaining out of

Over 70pc people suﬂ‘er due
to water cCrisis 111 Natore

order for a long. People of
Alipur, Meerpara. Mollikhaty
Kandivitua, Kanaikhali. Patua-
para, Lalbazar. Kapuriapolty,
Chowkirpar. Palpara. Calkram-
pur, Uparbazar. and Station
Bazar areas arc the main suf-
lerers.

The ;nhabitants ol these ar-
eas informed (he concerned
duthorities aboul their mis-
eries caused by the water cri-
sis. some inhabitants said. But,
they added, no steps have been
taken in this matter so far.

There is only over-head wa-
ter tank in the town. This wa-
ter Lank is not enough to meet
the demand of BO thousand
people in the town. a reliable
source said.

People of Natore have de-
manded construction of onc
more over-head water tank in
the town for driving out the
pr#s::nt waler crisis. -

On highways

Overloading of vehicles

From Our Correspondent

JAMALPUR. Febh B: Over-
loading ef the buses and
minibuses plying on Jamalpwi
Madargan]. Jamalpur-Me-
landah, Jamalpur-Mymen-
singh, Jamalpur-Tangail, and
Jamalpur-Sherpur roads Is
regular feature. Due to the
overloading of vehicles acci-
dents eccur frequently.

At least 12 persons were
killed in bus accidents on
ithese roads during the laslt one
month.

COMILLA: About 79 pieces of hospital gowns were donated by the National Association for
Resource Improvement (NARI) for the Comilla modern hospital, gynecology départment
patients recently. The gowns will mestly be used by post-operation patients to avoid
infections. The president of the organisation (NARI), Hasna Moudud (Second from L)
h-ndndmerthegnwmmﬂrﬂmnmhrmhnfnmmhgydcp-mmufﬂutmumm

Hus passongers travelling on
these roads have been facing
untold suffering for lack of
amenities for a long time.

The miserable condition of
the roads. due to the negli-
gence of the concerned au-
thority, misbehaviour of the
helpers, conductors apd
drivers. overloading and stands
without waiting sheds and toi-
lets are the main causes of
suffering of the passengers.

It is alleged that conductors
of most buses and minibuses
realise fares at unauthorized
rates from passengers.

According o a report there
are no waiting shed and la-
trines in Jamalpur town old
hus sltand. As a result, the pas-
sengers suffer inuch.

Our two lakh people travel
by buses and miuibuses using
these roads every week

The passengers, especially
children and women suffer
much at the bus stands for
want of waiting sheds. They
ssuffer when it rains. Female
passengers face immense diffi
culties due to lack of latrines
and urinals

The 24 kilometers long
Jamalpur-Madarganj road and
I3 kilometers long Jamalpur-
Melandah road is in dilapi-
dated conditions. Numerable
cracks and patholes have de-
veloped on the roads. Al pre-
sent these two roads have be-
came unfit for the plying of ve-
hicles.

Jamalpur-Nandina road has
not been compiletely metalled
The road was badly ‘damaged
by 1988 flood

While plying on these roads
the heavy wehicles have (o risk

any fatal accident

National

Serious fodder crisis in J essore,
mllk productlon falls by 50 pc

 Smuggled goods

i
Jessore. -

The quantity uf pru-duﬂlun
has reduced by more than 50
per cent following price hike
of fodder.

The general stcreta}y. also

- complained whenever price of

rice goes up, rationing system
is introduced on priority basis
to control the market. Surpris-
ingly, fodder crisis in the mar-
ket is persisting since long but
no initiative was taken to con-

trol the price of fodder in the

He predicted, if their situa-
tion continued further. all

dairy farms would be alfecled
seriously, recovery of bank loan
would be uncertain and simul-

taneously the ambitions pro-

gramme of guvernment would
end’in a dlaaater

New record

From Our Correspondent . ,
RAJSHAHI, Fe 8: The
Physics Department of Ra-

jshahi University has created a

new record in publishing re-
sult after one’'day of finishing
examination, M.Sc (Physics)
general group session 1991.
The examination concluded on
Feb 4 and results were pub-
lished on Feb 6 last. Sixty stu-
dents appeared in the exami-
nation and 86 per cent stu-
dents came out successful.
Azharul Islam, Chairman of
the examination committee

-said if the teachers be cordial

in publishing result all of the
departments will be able to
publish result within 5hnrt
Lime.

Oops sorry!

SIRAJGANJ. Feb 8: Three
niuggers were nabbed as they
mistakenly attacked a tempo of
patrolling police at Mirpur
Road of the town early Mon-
day, reports UNB,

Police said’ they arrested
Ismail Hossain 22, Mozammel

Haq 20 and Imran 20 as they*

swooped on the tempo along
with their accomplices at
aboul 2 am.

The muggers attacked the
lempo. carrying live cops. as-
sinuing them a bridal party.

worth Tk 1.22 c¢r
seized from
Satkhira in Jan
From Our Correspondent

SATKHIRA, Feb 8: The anti-
smuggling drive has been
geared up by the BOR pers-
onnel of 21 battalion Satkhira
through out the bordering
areas ol the district recently.
The BDR personnel recovered
huge quantities of smuggled
goods worth Taka one crore
22 lakh 63 thousand 3 hun-

| dred 82 during the month of

January this vear,

A lotal of 12
sinugglers were arrested and
sevell cases were lodged with
cdifferent police stations of the
district during the period.

It is reported that the BDR
personnel recovered smuggled
goods worth Taka one crore
20 lakh 94 thousand 2 hun-

| (dred 42 while being smuggled

into Bangladesh from India and
sinuggled goods worth Taka
one lakh 69 thousand one
hundred while being smuggled
oul of Bangladesh into India
during Lhe period.

The smuggled goods
included .sugar. salt, cow hide
and skin. Indian Sarees, blouse
pieces. pulses, medicines, bi-
cycles. cycle parts. machigery,
cosmetics, utlensils. silver.
gold. bronze, bidi, diesel. pota-
loes, garlic, onion, polyéster
cloths. etc.

Primary edn
programme in
Manikganij

2 faces set-back

MANIKGANJ., Feb 8: The
Universal Primary Education
Programme has been facing
set-back in the district due to
shortage ol teachers. necessary
appliances and miserable con-
dition of school buildings, re-
ports UNB.

Local guardians said though
the government has under-
inken a programme “Education
lor all by the year 2000 AD" but
the ‘facilities extended were
quite inadequate to implement
the ambitious programme.

They said most of the
schools have no sufficient edu-
cational materials, furniture
and teachers. Besides, a good
number of schools damaged by
floed. cyclone and ofher natu-
ral calamities over the last few
years are yet to be recon-
structed.

Many students of those
schools attend their classes
under the open sky and it be-
comes very difficult in the
rainy season to prosecute their

| studies.

alleged |

|l

|

|

|

J tage industries in

m

GDPALGHNJ The empt}r land of BSCIC mdustna? estate in the dlstrmt 'I"he ambitious plan

hl‘ I}i’llﬂ ..II‘ g

to invite 1nvﬂstnrs may go down the drain if they (BSCIC) fa:l to encourage interested

mvest,urs

- GOHP'ALGANJ, Feb 8' The

BSCIC industrial estate -has be-

come the pasture land as the

industrial estate was not con-
structed according to the plan
in the last seven years in

Gopalganj.
The Banglddesh Small and
Cottage Industries, BSCIC

started its operation for pro-
viding economic istances to
the investors of-s

house in 1986. Since
acres of land was acquir
cost of Taka three and half a
lakh next to the river Madhu-
mati in the western side of
Gopalganj town. During the
year 1987-88 the earth work
of the industrial estate was
completed spending Taka
eighteen lakh. The construc-
lion of the administrative
building and the overhead wa-
ter tank were completed at
the cost of Taka fifteen lakh
anl Ii“}: thousand in the fol-

F&mnOurConwmdm

lowing, year. In t ifnai-n:ia]_
year of 1989-90.the roads in-

side the propfsed ‘industrial

estate was
work of
verts,
tion
W

ads. i:uﬂdihgs. cul-
ains and electrifica-

one as per the plan.

An official of the industrial
entre of BSCIC at Gopalganj-
told The Ddily Star that the
proposed industrial estate will
require 1850 KV supply of
electricity but the highest ca-
pacity of the PDB distribution
station at Gopalganj is 22 KV
only. As such the Power DeVel-
opment Board (PDB) repeat-

edly regretted the BSCIC's re-

quests for the electricity sup-
ply for the estate. The PDB
authority also failed to assure
immediate and required power
supply to the industrial estate.
For this very reason establish-
ment of industrial units has
not increase rather others who

showed interest are now being’

the industridl estate

‘thorities have been facing

—Star photo

BSCIC in (opalganj getS poor
response from investors

discouraged. ‘

Only Taka eight lakhi hgve
been distributed among the in-
vestors by the commercial

" ‘banks since the BSCIC started

operation at Gopalganj. The
BSCIC has no bank of its own
and the comymercial banks are

reportedly not cooperating in

' giving loans and the investors

have been losing their interest
in building up industries in the
esiate. - ;
Moreover, the BSCIC au-

non-
cooperation from the Tele-

graph and Telephone Depart-
ment in securing the tele-

phone connections.

It is urgently required to
resolve the deadlocks of the-
proposed industrial estate of
the BSCIC for building up in-
dustries . in the under-devel-
oped district of Gopalganj
without any industry and to
pruvide the unempioycd with

i

GDPA]L&N }: The/ picture shuws the 'iquash game building

constructed some ten years ago on ten kathas of land b-E-
tween the town ptadium and the mosque in Bankpara. It is

reported that-t
was built for.
3.75 lakh by §
cials of, the r
not ye

e building was never used for the purpose it
fhe building was constructed at the cost of Tk
e construction firm, Beta Syndicate. The offi-
n claim that the cnncerned department han
bgifl the construction bill althﬂugh constructiaqn of

the building was completed. The building is now reportedly

used for antL Eﬂl’.‘lﬂl ac:tmtles

— Star photo

Child killed,

| five others hurt

in road mishap
BARISAL, Feb 8: A girl-child

was killed and. five other

pembers of her [amily were
seriously wounded in a road
niishap at Bharatkati in
Nalchhari thana Saturday, po
lice- and hospital sources here
said. reports UNB. -

Tanni, 8, succumbed to her
injuries at the Sher-e-Bangla
Medical College Heospital
(SBMCH) while Suman, 3,
Shahin 19, Jahur 20, Rita, 24,
and Israel, 30 - were admi-q: erl
into the hospital. ’ :

According to .police, a’
Barguna bound bus hit a rick-
shaw-van carrying eight memy-
bers of a family at Bharatkati at
8 am today, leaving six passen-
gers wounded. The injured
were sent to the SBMCH wh-
ere critically wounded Tanni

| exptrrrl

Semi-intensive method of

Shrimp cultivation giving

encouraging results

SATKHIRA. Feb 8: Shriwp
cultivation is fetehing billions
ol deollars with introduction ol
high yielding methods this
vear within a few years.

According to most conser4
vative estimates, shrimp may
surpass garments industry in
the country as the single
largest export sector,

The newly introduced
seini-intensive method applied
on a small scale on an experi-
mental basis by private grow-
ers mainly in Satkhira with
technical and financial assis-
tance lrom ithe Bangladesh
Sinall and Cottage Industries
Corporation (BSCIC) gives an
out put at least 30 times more
than that of the traditional
precess applied in 2.7 lakh
acres of shrimp culture land in

Frmn(hrCorm\dent

the cpuniry's coastal regions.
Traditional cultivation of
. L |

shrimp in saline water, called

black tiger' in the coastal ar-

eas yields only 75 kgs per acre

on an average but the semi in-
tensive methed gives 3,000 kg.

The BSCIC took up a pilot

project to help the coastal
farmers to initiate the high-
vielding method in introduced

in Taiwan and olther SEA na-
tions. The rate is 3000-kg per
acre in Thalland, Indonesia
and Malaysia, 2000-kg in India
and 1300 kg in Bangladesh.

Some farmers produced 200
kg per acre on a very small
scale in some areas with assis-
tance from the SABINCO, a
loreign donor.
Soudi-Bangladesh Industrial

‘shrimp per
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SATRHIRA:
Indian guods worth Taka 20 lakh ffom two private cars near Bakal bridge. The photo shows

the seized goods in front of the district BDR office.

and Agricultural Investment
Company. a 50-50 share joint
venture has also introduced
the method with a successiul
story. .

In Satkhira 134 acres of
land were broughi under semi-
intensive shrimp cultivation -
with a target to produce at
least 268 tones of shrimp.

The BSCIC project author-
ity hoped that 1500 kg of
acre can be
achieved and the 2.7 lakh
acres cultivable shrimp land
can be brought under the
semi-intensive method. The
output will exceed 4.05 lakh
tons that will bring foreign
currency of Taka 8100 crore a

year.

lhe HI}R personnel of the district recovered hugc quuntme:; of Bmunlad

—Star photo



