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Commerce Minister's reply to.call attention notice |’ Only 5td 10 US

~ Food and Agriculture Or-
ganisation (FAO) has indicated
to provide 250,000 US dollars

as technical assistance for
implementing different pro-

© Jegt compenents under a mas-
ter-plan for forest develop-
ment in Han;{ladc*&h reports
BSS.

This was learnt while Naoto
Yoshikawa. Acting FAO Repre-
sentative in Bangladesh called
on Environment and Forest
Minister Akbar Hossain at the
latter's Sangsad Bhaban office
yesierday.

Mr Naotn ‘t’f}thkawa handed
over an invitation letter of the
Director General of FAO to the |
mingster to attend the first
mingsterial session on forestry
to be held in Rome om Match
13 to 17 this year. :

Later. Ambassador of the
Netherlands in Bangladesh Ro-
bert a Vermes called on Envi-
ronunent and Forest Minister
Akbar Hossain at hm Sangsad
Bhaban office.

They discussed matters re-
lating 1o forest and environ-
mient sector of both the coun-
Lries.

Mannan visits
'BPC head office

State Minister for Civil Avi-
ation and Tourism Abdul Man-
nan yesterday stressed the T
need for taking initiative to
exPloif vast® tourism potential
of Bangladesh by both public |
and private séctors to generate
more employment opportuni-
‘ties and earnings fiom this
sector, BSS.

; To meet this objective, he
‘lajd emphasis on establi-h-
ment of simall and moderate
tonrist facilities in the tourist
attractive agd poiential sports |
located throughout | the coun-
tl.Yl-lus was speaking to the offi-
cials of the Bangladesh Parja-
tan Corporation (BPC) here
while visiting the head office,
. He also discussed the over-
ap activities of the corporation.
Segretary, Ministry of To-
uﬂ-ﬂn and Civil Aviation Mur- |
uddin Al-Masud and Chairman
of the BPC Abdus Samad Bhui-
yan were present at the mee-
. The state minister also
stressed on the improvement
of the service standard with «
w:w to diwch:ﬁplng tourisni in-

Thalland llke.ly to
. import more
Bangladeshi items

~ Thailand is actively consid-

ering lmpurﬂng new , items

. from Bangladesh to q.-xpand the
' bilateral trade, reports UNB.

This was stated by, Thai

* Ambassador in Dhaka Sunthorn

V‘ldhy&nmth when he met with

e

*‘Commerce and Information |

* Minister M Shamsul Islam at
Rln ufﬁne in the city on

| Dim:usslng different aspa:ts
of imiproving trade relations

between the two countries, the |

- Commerce Minister said a
good ‘scope had been created
for augmenting trade in private
seclor by the open markct pol

i K‘}F ol Bangladpsh

Measures taken to keep
prices of essentials stable

The government has taken
a series ol measures Lo keep
ungder control the prices of
essential commodities during
the month of Ramadan, Com-
merce Minister M Shamsul
Islam told the Jatiyva Sangsad
today. reports BSS.

Replying to a call attention
bv K J Hamida Khanam on the
increase of the prices of the
essential commodities during
the holy month of Ramadan,
the minister said that the gov-
ermment is keeping strict vigil
on the market situation and
will not hesitate to take any ac-
tion to stabilise the prices.

Ms Khanam in her notice
drew the attention of the min-
ister 1o the rising trend of
prices of several .essential
items in the market during the
month of fast which was caus-
ing great hardship to the fixed
income groyps.

She said paucity of supply
or production is not responsi-
ble lor this sitvation but the
lEﬂdﬁ'Il.L\" of a section of busi:

nessmen to size this opportu-
nitv to make fortune at the
cost of the peéple is the root
ol all evil.

The middle class, Jower
middle class, poor and fixed
income groups have been ren
dered helpless in this situa
tion, she said. and urged the
government to fix the prices of
several commeodities and mon-
itor the prices through mobile
COUrts. .

The minister said the gov-
ernment is aware that some
essential commodities are
showing upward trend in their
prices but the government is
moving to face the situation.

~ He said some businessmen
have a tendency for ekxcess
profits during Ramadan and
added that this is simply unac-

ceptable.
He satd there is no import

restrictions on most of the

essential items and as such the

government has a limlt:d role:

to play in this situation.

But as a welfare-oriented
democratic government. the
minister said, ' a number of
steps have been taken to sta-
bilise {M¢ market for the inter
est of the people. He said sev-
eral meetings taken place un
der the aegis ol the Commerce
Ministry attended by govern.
ment officers. businessmen
and journalists on controlling
the prices.

The minister said the busi-
nessmen agreed that prices of
mutton will remair at Tk 100Q,

beef Tk 60 and builfalo Tk 50
during the month and added

that ne increase was noticed in
prices of !uqar as government

had a sufficient stock. He said"

steps taken by the government
include import of rice and
wheat to stabilise the market.
The government will not
hesitate to take necessary ac-
tions under the laws if a sec-
tion of traders showed ten-
dency to cash in on the situa-
tion in the holy meonth for
prohibitive profits, Islam said.

JS amends Fish Act of 1950

The Jatiyva Sangsad vester-
(lay further amended the
‘protectjion and conservation of
Fish Act of 1050 incorporating
certain new provisions to suit
the need ol the hour and pro-
viding [or sterner punishiment
for violation of the Act.

hiloted by Fisheries and
Livestock Minister Abdullah al-
Noman, the bill now includes a
new provision defiming ''fis-
liery', which was absent in the
original act that underwent
amgndments thrice in 1964,
1970 and 1982, causing prob-
lem in materialising the act.

The definition of fishery,
inserted in the act reads as: (1
a) 'Fishery’ means any water
body, natural of artificial, open
or closed. flowing or stagnant
[such as river. haor, baor, beel,

| I!'lpodplam canal etc.), where
activities for growing fish, or ' '

for conservation, development,

demonstration, breeding, ex- -

of living ur;:auimns rcldtad to
such activities are underiaken.
but dpes not include an artifi.

« cial aquartum of fish used as a

decorative article, pond or
tank."

The hill prohibits manufac-

ture, import, marketing, carry-
ing, lransporting or possessing

of such lishing nets, traps,
gears and other eontrivances
as may be specified in the
rules for protection’ of fish Ity
and spawning fish. In absence
of this provision the existing
law could m:-l he made effec-
tive.

The bill also prohibits the

destruction ol or any attempt

. to destroy fishes by dryving or

ploitation or disposal of fish or

dewatering of any fishery ex-
cept ponds or tanks and artifi-
cial aquariums of fish used as

decorative m __
- The bill fixes one mntﬁ:i-

el e

rigorous imprisonment as the
minimum punishment for any
offence, which may
tended up to ~ix.months, and

be ex-

also with fines which may be
extended up to one thousand
taka. For repetition of the ol-
fence the bill {ixes a minimum
punishment of rigorous im-
prisonment for two months
which may be-extended up to
one year, and also with fines

*which may be extended up to

two thousand Laka in absence
of any minimum limit for pun-
ishmpent the accused person in
manyv cases. used (o be given
very light punishment thereby
[ailing 10 check the offence,

The bill also empowers the
government to decide the pro-
cedure for disposal of forfeited
fish, fishing nets or other con-
trivances and ¥ixed engines.
Fixed engines mean any net.

(uage, trap or other contrivance

for calching fish, fixed in the

earth or made in any
olther-way the existing law em-
powers the autherity only to
decide the procedure for dis-
posal of forfeited fish.
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A delegation of the Board of Directors of the Dhaka Chamber of [‘ﬂmmercé & Indqst:;}' led b}'
its President, R.Maksud Khan (L), made a courtesy call on th. °
Information M Shamsul Islam (2nd-L) at his Secretariat office in the (.’
Hossain Akhtar (5¢h-R), Senior Vice-President, DCCI and S}red TD“ﬁl]llL AL

‘o iater far Commerce and '
T on Wedn&aday
-R) Vice-

" WASHINGTON, Feb 8:
Federal regulators unveiled a
plan Tuesday that could make
it easier for foreign companies.
to invest in US phone compa-

nies, broadcast stations and

other telecommunications bu-

_.sinesses, reports AP,

- The Federal Communica-
tions Commission's plan comes
as the agency considers two
high-profile cases: Whether
the’ ownership of Fox Inc
complies with federal foreign
ownership restrictions and

L

insurance firms
may come to
India for business’

CALCUTTA, Feb & The
President of International
Insurance Council, Washing
ton, Gordon J Cloney. today

sald that only five to ten US.

insurance firms might come to
India for business "if
conditipns were favourable®
and dispelled the fear thai
India would be swamped by US
msurers. says PTI.

When his attention was
drawn to the agitational pro-
grammes undertaken by the
employees of OIC and GIC in
protest against the current
visit of the US Insurance trade
mission’ to India. Cloney told

- PTI that a number of myths

were circulating about US in-
surance companies.

He said that it was a myth
that US insurers would reduce
insurance employment in India
and unload capital to make
quick profits.

e said that it was wrong to
think that the entry of foreign
insurance firms would jeopar-
dise the existence of GIC and
LIC and result in loss of jobs
lor their employees.

JS told

Tk 5763.14 cr
collected from
internal resaurces

Stale Minister for Finance
M Mojibur Ralunan yesterday
informed the Jatiya Sangsad
that the government had col-
lected a sum of Taka 5763.14
crore from imernal resources
from July 1 to December 31,
1994 which was higher by
1066 crore during the same
period in the previous year,
reports BSS,

In reply 1o a question from
Sarder Sakhawat Hossain Bakul
(Narsingdi). the minister said
the collection by the revenue
board was Taka 4619.55 crore
while the collection outside
the

crord

. BJ MC output_

- W g A7, il = el L

Increases

~ Bangladesh Jute Mills Cor-
poration (BJMC) has produced
171,283 metric tons of jute
goods- in .the first seven
months (July-January) .of the

current fiscal vear, which is

8,047 metric tons higher than
that of the corresponding pe-
riod of the last fiscal year, re-
poris BSS,

The jute goods includ:: hes-
sian, sacking, carpet and car-
pet backing cloth (CBC).

‘This was disclosed by Jute
Minister A S M Hannan Shah
while reviewing the progress
of production of BJMC-run jute

. Imills at a méeting at the BAMC

headquarters here yesterday.
The meeting was informed
that the BJMC has a target of
producing 285,000 metric
tons of jute goods in the cur-
rent fiscal year.
The meeting was attended

by the chairman, directors,

zonal . managers and general
managers of different jute

mills under BJMC. Hannan
3hah directed the mills offi-
cials to boost production tak-

ing proper admintatratlve

measures.

ESS

board was Taka 1'143.59
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The Place you can enjoy best Thai Food

AUTHENTIC THAI RESTAURANT
52-B. Guishan Avenue. Dhaka-1212
880-2-882757 Fax BB80D-2-B63544

Most tea prices decline

at Ctg auction

Most tea prices declined as
overall demand eased at this
week s auction sale held in
Chittagong on Tuesday las(.

According to a Unity
Brokers niarket report. most
tea prices ‘weakened as de-
mand slackened. The first sale
during the month of Ramadan
mel with good demand for the
larger brokens at about firm
rates. Prices ol most others
eased as the internal traders
operated at weaker strength

The major export buyers at
the sale were Poland, Sudan,
Jordan and Pakistan. A large
volume of season leas was of-
fered at the sale.

Total withdrawals at the
auction sale stood at 30 per
cent of the offerings as against
last week's 23 per cenl.

"In the leal category 14.740
packages were offered, of
which. the export buyers ac-
counted for 48 per cemt of the
sale while the local traders
bought 23 per cent and the
retikiining 29 per cent was

By Staff Correspondent

witlulrawn

In the dust calegory 3.591
packages were offered a1 the
sale. of which, the internal
traders purchased 51 per cent
while the export buyers bought

only 16 per cent and 33 per

cent remained unsold.
Following is the category-
wise market  performance re-
port as prepared by Unity
Brokers:
CTC: Bolder brokens

opened at little lower rates
than last but with the progress

Fisons' senior
executives
. due today

. Chief Executive of Fisons

,Ofoup S M Wallis and Mana-

ging Director of Fisons Phar-
.maceutical Division, M Red-
mond is expected to arrive in
Dhaka today (Thursday) to look

into the Bangladesh operation,
“YS a press release.

of sale. prices for these hard-
ened and generally sold be-
tween Tk 47.00-Tk 49.00 with
few lines selling at higher
levels. All others. including the
well made. grainy types. eased
by Tk. 1/2. Lower types shed
less. Few good lines sold be-
tween Th 49.50-Tk 51.90

All [annings were lower
than last as prices generally
eased by Tk 1/2. Betier types
decjined more . Selective lines
sold between Tk 45.50-Tk
55.50.

GREEN TEA: 90
were on offer and. these were
all withdrawn.

DUST: 3591 packages
were on olffer. Cleaner and
popular lines were dbout firm.
Plaimer [fbrious types often
eased. Towards close, prices
declined by Tk. 1/2.

The next weekly lea auc-
tion sale would be held in
Chittagong on February 14 and
tot.il offerimgs would consist of
abput 13.500 packages of leal
and 3.300 packages of dust.

L"-~ (oimerce Seerclary I{uu.ﬂd Brown IFJ lsraeh Industry and deu Minister Micha
Harigh (2nd-R), Jurdanian Twadd Minister Ali Abu Ragheb (R), his Egyptian counterpart
~Mahmud Mohammed Mahifiud @) and Palestinian Planning and Cooperation Minister

Nabil Shaat (2nd-L) pose for photographs in Taba on Tuesday. Brown began unpreced

ented

talks in Egypt with Arﬂbﬂ and IErnellﬂ on boustmg trade and investment in thé Middle

Ldﬂl

— AFP photo

Washjngbon to allow duty-free
imports of Palestinian goods

TABA. Egvpt. Feh 8: The
United States has decided to
permit duty-lree imports of
goods from the economically
depressed Lhe Palestinian-con-
trolled Gaza Strip and Jericho,
US and Palestinian offlicials
said Wednesday, reports AP.

US .Commerce Secretary
Ron Brown told Palestinian

economic leaders Tuesday that

{he United States was commit-
ted to ‘easing restrictions on
goads [rom the areas now un-

- der Palestinian administration.

Brown was altending a two-
day meeting in this Egyptian
resort on regional trade with
officials from Egypt, Israel.
Jordan and the Palestinian
Authority.

- Under a proposal that is in

~the final stages of approval,

Palestinians wilt be able to ex-

port goods to Lhe  linited
States without paying tariffs,
said Richard Scorza, a spokes-
man of the US Embassy in Tel
Aviv. ;

The decision appﬁes mostly '
1o manufactured goods. But
several types of products, such
as electronics and leather, will
still be subject to tariffs, said

Saleh Salman, a spokesman for

Palestinian Economics Minis-
ter Ahmed Oureia.

The meeting of trade minis-
ters was aimed at forming a

regional trade coalition and
encouraging private invest-
ment in the Middle Easi. The
leaders were expected
make a joint announcement
Wednesday.

The Palestinian p!anniug

LO

minister. Nabil Shaath. eqm-
plained in Taba on Tuesday
that Israel's closure of the
West Bank and Gaza Strip ¢én-
tradicted the idea of coopera-
tion and also drove more
Palestinians into the arms of
Muslim militants.

Israel imposed: the closure
after a January 22 bombing by
[slamic’ militants in which 21
Israelis were killed. It bars
lens of thousands Palesti-
nians from their jobs in Israel
and prevents gade between
the territories and Israel. -

'When vou have a closure
that leads to more unemploy-
ment., you create suddenly an
open market lor the militants

o recruit people” who  are
willing to die rather than to

live {or the:- peace process.”
Shaath said. 1

licit public comments on
whether that level shnuld be
increased.

The prupns&l lihﬂ'alizea
rules for foreign access te our
market.” Harris said,

Such a liberalization could

prove a boon to NBC, which

 has been talking to a number

whether French and German °

telt:mmmunicatlnna
companies should be permit-
ted to take a 20 per cent stake

* th Sprint Corp.
i Final rules to he adopted in .

dunc would not affect Fox bult

| are expected: to applyx to

Sprint, Scott Harris. 'chief of
the FCC's International Bur&au
said in an interview.

“This will have zero impact

+ on Fox,” he said, because any

changes will be applied only tn
future deals.

Harris said the FCC plans to
apply the new rules to Sprint,
but would not hold up the deal
if the rules take longer than
expected to put in place.

Current rules prohibit for-
eign companies from taking
more than a 25 per cent stake
in any US telecommunications
business.

The FCC said it would so-

of foreign investors, including
Sony. NBC. is in, a hattle with
Fox over the }cgaltty ol' Fox's
nwnerﬂhjpt
Congress, meanwhile,
eign ownership restriction,
with oppenents sayfng the rule
is outdated and retards legiti-,
mate foreign investment. e
 Sprint said it did not know
what impact the FCC's pro-
posal would have on its deal.

France Telecom and Deut-
sche Telekom are Seeking FCC
permission to take a 20 per
cent stake in Sprint, the
United States' third-largest
long-distance phone company.

Rivals .ATT and MCI have
objected, saying the deal
shouldn't be approved until the
French and German markets
are open Lo US companies.

Harris said the FCC's review
of the foreign ownership re-
striction was prompted by the
dramatic increase in the num-
ber of global alliances in the
telecommunications business,
particularly in telephone and
wireless communications mar-

is .
‘considering repealing the for-

| US move to fac:htate forelgn
- investment

kets. :
The FCCs latest action re-
sponds to a 1993 request by

- ATT Corp, Harris said.

ATT asked the FCC to look
at the openness of a country's
market when determining
whethér a foreign company
should be permitted to invest
in a US telecommunicatfons
carrier. '

Under the FCC proposal,
the agency would add a two-

partl test to its procedures for
reviewing f[oreign ownership

applications — something that

- could affect regulatory approval

of theé Sprint deal,

Lelecom-
munications attorneys said.
For example, if a foreign

company wanted to jnvest in a

US phone company. the FCC
would determine whether a
US ecompany could do the

same in the fefeign investor's -

courntry.

Then the FCC would deter-
mine whether other telecom-
munications markets — such as
broadcast and wireless — were
open in the same country.

The FCC said the Lest
should provide an incentive to
other countries io opeén Lheir
telecommunications and media
markets to US companies.

While supporting the FCC's
review of the ownership provi-
sions, FCC Commissioner

<James Quello suggested delay

ing action, citing Congress
interest in the matter.

-of p

Gore to be keynote -

-speaker at G-7
~ meet on
information

WASHINGTON, Feb 8: Vice
President Gore will be the
keynote speaker at the first G-
7 conferencé on the
Information Seciety, February

25-26 in Brussels, reports
USIS.
For the first time, leaders

rivate sector will take part
in a G-7 meeting. Some 50 ex-
ecutives, including 12 Ame-

ricans, will participate in a
roundtable discussiont on the
impact of telecommunications
technology on society.

As part of the European
Union sponsored event, an in-
ternational exhibition will be
held in Brussels, February 24-
26, at the new European
Parliament building.

This is not a trade show,
but an opportunity to demon-
strate the benefits and capabil:
ities of the new technology
worldwide. The displays will
show uses in developing coun-
tries, as well as industrialized
nations.

It was Vice President
Gore's call last year for a
worldwide structure to ex-
change information and ideas
worldwide that sphrked the
movement towards bullding a
Global Information Infras-

| tructure (GII) to link local and

national information networks.

(Navyv) Lalasorai’

Military Engineer Services
Bangladesh Navy

Notice of Tender

Applications are hereby invited by DW & CE
Nabik Cotlony, erpur 14,
Dhaka-1206 for issue of Tender documents up to 14
Feb'95 for the following works:-

DEﬁ-Crlptan of works

—

Approximate
cost

Dhaka.

~at East south
Complex, Dhaka.

at BNS Haji Mohsin,

Cox's Bazar, Ctg.

at 1.22 M height.
f. Const. of 1 x 'C' ty
Khuina.
g Provn. of

ancillary works at
Khulna.

ISPR/Nawy/95/217
DFP-2732 2/2

Earth filling in the East south side
lowlaying area of NHQ, Complex,

E. . Provn. of RCC pressure pipe drain
side

Constn. of, 3 storied 120 Men SM BK
with five storied foundation and
storage facilities in the

d. Constn. of SM BK for 42 Men with
CH/DH (3 storied foundation) at

e. Extension of existing boundary wall
at Naval Base, New Morring, Ct

up to 0.61M high and Provn. nﬁ
barbed wire fencing over the wall

ancillary works at B

80.00 Lac
round tloor
haka.
76.09 Lac
26.00 Lac
e x.]It r with 36.00 Lac
S Titumir,
withh 1650 Lac

Deep-tubewell
BNS Titumar,

2. MES enlisted contractor may apply for tende
documents mentioning their mdex number and VA
registration number for
according to theur I-L'ndrrmg capacity

45.00 Lac

17.50 Lac
of NHQ,

¢ach work separately




