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Housewife
roasted ahve

From Our Correspondent

MOULVIBAZAR. Feb 7 A
house wife was roasted alive
and properties worth about Tk
!2 lakh were g@iited in a devas-

dating fire incident at village
Norendrapur under Kamalgonj
thana of Moulvibazar district
recently.

The fire that broke out at
the house of one Tahir Miah,
soon efigulfed . the entire
house. The: family source said,
the victim. Sanwara Begum,
(30), wife of the house-master
Tahir Miah went to bring her
hidden mon¢y and ornaments
from the burning house. Unfor-
tunately, the fire engulfed her.
Within moments the house
collapsed and she could not
save hérself.

The body of the vit:'l,lm was

sent to morgue. Police officials

and leaders of diflerent politi-
cal parties visited the “spot.

Smuggled
Indian goods
flood markets

in Khulna

KHULNA., Feb 7: The anti
smuggling drive in Khulnu
border aredas seems (o have
slowed down as the local mar-
kets have been f{looded with

e smuggled Indian goods,

poris UNB.

This has created adverse ¢[-
fect for Lhe local products
which cannot compete with
the smuggled items due its
guality and price. As a resull.
many local factories and mills
. are going sick day by day.

The seizure ol smuggled
goods has been decreased in
last year in comparison with
thé previous year. The
Bangladesh Rifles seized goods
worth Tk L5 crore in 1994
while it was Tk 23 crore in
‘a3,

According te
sourceg., the BDR jawans also
seized smuggled goods worth
about Tk 18 crore in '90, Tk
29 crore in ‘91 and Tk 32
crore in "92.

BDR Khulna sector seized
. smuggled goods worth Tk 118
crore in the last live years, ar-
rested 3,797 people and 4,899
cases were liled. the sources
added.

Property worth
Tk 22 lakh gutted

in 3 fire incidents

COMILLA, Feb 7: Property
worth Tk 22 lakh were gutted
fi three separaté fire inciderits
in the district today, d¢éording
to preliminary estimates, re-
ports UNB.

A haxury hotel at Chowdda-
gram. 'Highwdy Inn', was burnt
to. ashes and 10 employees of
the hotel were injured when a
devastating fire occurred at 6
ATl

Fire Brigade personnel ex-
tinguished the fire after a one
and halfl hour frantic effort.

- Electric short circuit was
said to be the cause of the fire
that damaged property worth
Tk 20 lakhs, local sources said.

In. another fire incident at
Chandina Bazar, a privately
owned jute godown was gutted
at about 2 am. :

Local people had doused
the blaze within half an hour
 before the firemen could reach
the spot, witnesses and Fire
Service sources said.

Another fire at Karpi village
in Chandina thana burnt to
ashes three houses in the
afternoon. causing damage of
about Tk one lakh.

Two killed in
separate road
mishaps

TANGAIL. Feb 7: Two per-
sons including n cart pusher
and a truck helper was killed
in fwo separale road accidents
in Tangail recently. says BSS.

The cart pusher was killed
near Dharla on Dhaka-Tangail
highway where 23 passengers
of a minibus were also injured.
The minibus hit the cart and
then a tree.

The cart pusher died on the
spot. The injured person$
were treated in Kumudini hos-
[it-ll and Tangail sadar hospi-

in another rpad mishap. an
ill-fated truck heiper was
killed near Elenga on Tangail-
Mymensingh highway while his
truck fell upside down in road
side ditch. He died on the
spol. Two separate cases were
registered in Mirzapur and
Kalihati thanas.

17 injured in
Sirajganj clash
SIRAJGANJ, Feb 7: At least

17 people were injured, three
of them seriously in a clash be-
tween shopkeepers and toll
collectors in the town this
evening. reports UNB.
Seriously injured Titas, 25,
Jhilam, 16, and Mamun, 18§,
were admitted to a local clinic.
Police said the clash ensued
when some 25 youths led by
one Anwar demanded a toll of
Tk 5.000 in the name of an
education tour from the Titas

Traders on the S5 road in the
town
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| Emergence of shoals in rivers

Navigational routes aﬂ'ected

BARISAL. Feb 7: Plying of
riverine transports in the dif
lerent rivers of the vast south-
ern tegion of the country be-
came risky as well as time
consuming due to emergence
of mmany shoals amid the river
beds. Emergence ol shoals in
rivers is of course nothing sur-
prising. it appears almost ev-
ery year in these rivers. ac-
cording to sources. Due to un-
planned dredging by IWTA,
perhaps Lhe shoals are fmr_-rg
ing even [aster.

Besides. shortage of suffi-
cient fund for dredging works
in this season is doubling the
existing problemts, [IWTA
sources said.

Passerigers of Barisal-Dhaka
riverine routes suffer much
during this dry season.
Sowietimes, passengers on
board a double decker launch
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gether in the middle of the

mighty Meghna river as the

vessels someltimmes hit shoals.
[t 18 learnt that atleast 14

double decker launches ply in
between Barisal Dhaka-
Barguna-Palherghata
Madaripur and other destina
tions in this region evgrvday.
The Barisal port authority
supervises operation of about
fifty stations of this divisten,
districts of

meaning six
Barisal. Patuwakhali. Bhola,
Borguna. Jhalakati and

Perojpur. Funclions of dredg-
ing, hydrography marine secu-
rity etc are handled by sepa-
rate departments.

To locate sunken shoals
amid Lthe river beds
Hydrography Department is
-responsible for this. But how
far Lthey do their duties prop-
erlv. is a quesjion to all

In ~1this  circuimnstanees

—

launich owners also alleged that
mauin problems will not be
eradicated unless the con-
cerned authority solves the
problems.

Lackgol coordination among
the departments is perhaps is
the main problem. One must
know what he or she is doing
but at the same time others
who are equally involved in
this subject must know what’
the other is doing. This may,
iy fact, help each other to im-
prove the situation.

What is actually taking place :
regarding smooth running ol ’

vessels in revers is, a depart-
ment is carrying out its duty
without .informing the other.
Had the departments been in
close contact with each other
and with a little bit more co-

ordination works could per- .
haps benefit all in the real
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this year.

. BDR personnel =cized cuntraband goods w urth Taka gne crore thirty ¢
ninety six from different border areas of Jessore and Jheniddh districts under operations
The photos show some of the seized goods. A total of 39 alleged sm
recorded in local thanas during the month. The seized goods included wrapper, vahl _
crocodile skins, one truck, fruits, motor cycles, current net for fishing, cosmeticsy radio parts,,
pressure cookers, bi- c_vtl-e and bi-cycle parts, fish, crockeries, eléetric goods, ovens, medicine, fneh;
clip, Jewellenes brief cases, wall clocks, tape-records, phensldyle ﬂyrup bottles, cattle bluuze ple__ ¥
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< anil ~{.hr:u]- here af 1r ruh (o Di oo JT"anfr at

Sylhet Stadium to mark protest against terrvrism and unfairmeans in the educational
institutions. The DC, Abu Taher Khan speaking at the gathering. Later a rally was-also

hmught out in the town.
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Establishment of brickfields
pose threat to environment

NATORE, Feb 7: Al least
30.000 aeres of land are being
used in brick manufacturing in
Natore and adjacent districts.
according to a survey con-
ducted by a non-government
body, reports UNB.

Increasing number of brick-
fields have become a threat to
the environment as every day
thousands of immature trees
are being used as firewood in
these fields. /.

A good number of flower
and fruit-bearing trees are alse

. being burnt for manufaetturing

bricks.
Productivity of land have
also been decreased due (o the

adverse effect of brickfields. It
this area, two or three crops
were used to produce every
season previously.

But now-it has becomie im-
possible to grow crops as fer-
lility of land has Beén declin-
ing gradually in the surround-
ing areas of bricktields.

As a result, farmers are
sustaining heavy loss and find-
ing no other alternative they
are compelled to dnorigage
their lands _ tg the brickfield
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®ther hand, defying f

government ban. every day a
huge quantity of logs f(rom
neighbonuring districts to being

brought to the brickfield areas

of Natore where shortage of

* firewood is prevailing.

Brickfield owners said they
are compelled to use wood.in
manufacturing bricks as they
can not procure coal at a rea-
sonable price.

Thei,v alleged that the price
of coal imported by govern-
ment is very high. So, to keep
brick prices stable, they use
wood which is cheaper than
coal.

shewtigerrhandg
Co
causing immense problems to
the eommon people who use it
in cooking

NARAYANGANJ : An armed gang of youths created a reign of terror when they attacked
Kaitakhali village under banddr thana recently. The youths reportedly belong to a gang led by
Sabbir who was killed in a recent gun fight. The miscreants set ablaze 23 houses and
prevented the fire brigade men from entering the village until the houses were burnt to ashes.

The photo shoWs some of the damaged houses. — Star photo

Paramedic training institute Increasing
for women in Gazipur smuggling
GAZIPUR. Feb 7: A training , pmblem on
EEmeleTs s il | ierostes

at Sreepur under Gazipur dis- (1107 paramedics WoITen. PATUAKHALIL. Feb 7: River

trict. reports BSS.

Initiated by local authorities
and members of the [talian
Embassy in Dhaka. she centre
was formally inaugurated last
week, an embassy press re-
lease said here Monday

The institute. constructed
with funds received by the [tal-
ian Technical Cooperation and
the [talian Noan-Govermmental
Association. AIFG (Associazione
Italian Amici Di Raoul
Follereau), has been donated 1o
Lthe Bangladesh NGO
"Gonoshasthya- Kendra®™ and

will function as training insti

tute for women as paramedic
experis.

Besides, training rooms
there are sleeping quarters for
the giris, laboratory and cook
ing facilities in the centre

The first course of the pro
gramme has started witth 25
girls. all of them secondary
high school graduated, and will
last 18 months.

The girls, recruited from all
over the country, will recejve
free board and lodging a
monthly allowance, and free

The girls will be working in
the villages around Sreepur in
the field of health nuirition
and hygiene during the day
and will attend the classes in
the everting

Besides, the above institutle,
AIFO and Italian Technical As-
sistancet are providing for the

lraining ol other 25 girls in
the Savar CEntre of
Ganoshasithya Kendra. where

the AFO sent 1wo [talian vol
unteers consisting ol one ob
sletrician and one laboratory
technician 10 supervise the
three-year training course

Detenoration
of law. order
in Jhenidah

From Our Correspondent

JHENIDAH Feb 7. Law and
order detenorated Kaligan)
thana of the district i last one
L= 1

According o a source |70
cases were recorded with
Kaligan] police [ast yeal

routes of southern region of °

the country are increasingly
being used by the people en-
gaged in smuggling. local peo-
ple said, reports UNB.

According ., to them .
Mahipur, Baliatali. Latachabli of
Kalapara thana. Baherchar,
Sonarchar of Galachipa thana,
( haduani of Patharghata thana
arn]d some routes of Dasmina
thana are now being used as
new routes by the smugglers.

It is reported that' many of
the fishing trawlers in the Bay
of Bengal linked with Cox's
Bazar. Teknaf Mongla and
Heranpoint carry the contra-
band items regularly.

Informed sources said. they
smuggle out traditional items
to India in exchange of bidi,
cigarette, heroine, soap.
spices, saree and clothes.

it is reported that pirates in
the Bay of Bengal were alsc en-
gaged in smuggling activities.

Sources said Perojpur and
Shikarpur are being used as
centres for despatching the
smmuggled items to the capital

L Cty

91 outlawed
party members
- surrender to
police in Khulna

KHULNA, Feb 7: Some 91

-activists of two dutlawed com-

munist partjes surrendered
here to the police in a body at

. Shovona High School premises

in Dumuria thana on Thursday,
reports UNB.

Police said, the activists of
Biplobi Communist Party and
Purba Banglar Communist
Party surrendered with a

pledge to return in their nor- -
- mal lile and take part in nation

building activilies. _

The  surrendered activists
included school teachers, UP
members and physicians. Po-
lice, however, could not re-
cover any arms and ammuni-
lion from them.

'In the last two years, at
least 20 people were kjlled at
Dumuria and Tala thanas in the
greater Khulna district by the

. outlawed party activists or fol-

lowing their inter or intra-
party clashes.

Crop output in
Kushtia falls as
minerals in soil
sharply declines

From Our Correspondent

alarmingly due (0o sharp de-
cline in the minerals in soil in
Kushtia district, according to
dgriculture E’Ipﬂl‘l‘i

it is gathered that about 70
per cent land ol the region has
deficiency of 1inerals

sulpher. #ince and othier impor
tan! minerals which caused

adverse elfects on soil fertility.

Officials of the local
Agricultural Department at-
tribufed the mineral deficiency
in the region and over use ol
chemical fertilizer in the land.

Cultivators of the district
said, paddy, jute and other
crop production has decreased
io a great extent due to min-
eral deficiency in soil. Experts
suggested that cultivators
should be encouraged to use
natural fertilizers in the inter-
est of maintaining fertility of
the soil.

Usage of cowdung as ma-
nure in the process of cultiva-
tion of lands in Kushtia district
hhas decreased and production
of crops has become inade-
gquate.

Drinking water

supply project
undertaken in
Gopalpur

TANGAIL. ey 7: Public He-
alth Engineering Department,
Tangail is constructing about
seven km long pipe lines to
supply drinking waler to
Gopalpur municipal area at a
cost of fotal Tk 46.64 lakh in
Lhis liscal year, reports BSS.

M H Jahangir,
Engineer of the department
said that work is being done
under 23 town water supply
programine.

FF's welfare
assoc formed
in Srimongal

IIII-..l
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MOULVI BAZAR, Feb 7:
Srimongal thana Freedom
Fighter' s Welfare Association, a
local based organisation of the

Executive

weorwerhand oy |, SEYFONNE RN

Freedom Fighiers was formed .

at Srimongal under Moul-
vibazar district r tly.

An eleven-mem execu-
tive commitlee for the associa-
tion was lormed with former
chairman ef Srimongal
pourasava MA Rahim as con-
venor and Muazzem Hussain as
member -secretary

Arcording to the newly
formed association source
they will now look after the
problems of the crippled and
distressed Freedom Fighters
and the [amilies of the Sha
heod tamilies

1

Further deterioration of

law, order in Kushtia
From Our Correspondent "

}{USHTIA Feb 7:- Lak'u and,
order has déteriorated in
Kushtia.

Ten peérsons were 1n|ur'Ed-
in the first week of January
following a clash between two
groups of people at ward num-
ber 4 . under Kushtia
pourashava. Feuding groups

used different sorts of léthal

weapons. The injured persons
reportedly have taken medical
ald [roni private clinies to
avold arrest. Cause of the clash
was reported to have' been
non-payment of prices of ci-
garette from a shop by a group
of leaders of miscreants of that
areca who was manhandled by
the people ol nearby shop. Po-
lice, however, arrested 16
persons from the spot.

Bheramara police recovered
a body of an unidentified man
aged 30 from a field of village
Paschim Bahirchar under
Bheramara thana on January 9,
The body was sent to Kushtia
general hospital on the same
cdlay. Nobody has claimed the
body. Police source said that
the body bore several stab in-
jury marks.

A group of armed dacoits
raided the house of Tofez
Molla in village Nawdapara un-
der Daulatpyr thana on the
night of January 9. Inmates

Mg SO

dah belwee ull !’:‘1':: and
{H:.lilll"a slarted re '-.tl m., i 1n-

jury ol two. Police. however;
arresled one injured darmL

A Dburglary was committed
on the might ol January 7 in a

jewellary . shop in the towi.

Burglars broke the wall behind .
the shop and looted 40 tolas of |

- gold worth Taka over two lakh. |

and cash 7 thousands from the
shup A case has been .lodged

with Kiishtia pnlicc station but

ntﬂ:ﬂuh has yet been arrested.

11 Noyember last year a_to- .
Lal oF 80 cases have lqerrﬁ

lodged in six police statjons’
the district. Of . these cases,
there was one d‘&mity, Ei**rnh-_
beries. 3 burglaries, 2 thefts. 3
murders, 2 murders involving -
a riol. 3 arms cases, one cattle
hltmg and one kldnapplng are
mentionable,

lu October last year, a total
of 102 cases were registered
with six police stations of the
district. :

Call to reopen CU

From Staff Corres pondent

. CHITTAGONG, Feb 7: The

Chhatra League laid a siege to .

the Chittagong University

"cainpus demanding expulsion

of the killers of Musa and re-
opering of the-university.

Musa. a student of CU, was
allegedly killed by thesackivists
of UhtidreaiShibind dHewever:
the avitated sthidew s Mocker
up CU gates and administra-
Lion l’Jfﬁt“E‘E. campus sources
said.

Abuse of human rlghts
in district jails

From Our Correspondent

KUSHTIA. Feb 7:. lluman
righits is reportedly. being vio
lated in -Kushtia jail causing
sillerings (o the imprisoned
and undertrial prisoners ac-
cording to a report received
recently. Similar is the case in
almost all the jails of" the
country where victims are
huddling together for want of
sufficient space.

Poor quality of food, unhy
gienic environment, lack of

sanitation facilities and want of

proper treatment facilities
have made the lives of the in
mates of Lhe jail miserable and
soinetimes they die in the jail
following inhuman oppression.

In this manner 31 impris-
oned and undertrial prisoners
died in different jails of the
country according to repbrts
available from various sources.
Of them live died in Dhaka
Central Jail, one in Sylhet, one
in Madaripur, one in Chit
tagong, 6me in Jessore,
Jhalakathi. one in Barisal, one
in Habigang. two in Rajshahi,
one in Rangpur., one in

Magura. two in Bandarban. one

in Patuakhali, one in Dinajpur
one in Narsingdi jail
The jail system was intro

duced in this country in 1836.

In 1855 the post of inspector
general was created. In 1894
the Prison Act Jail Codé wias

Two 1n

created and this was revised in
1937, But all the laws enacted
there in are not being followed
and implemented which re-
sulted in oppression upon the
prisoners directly, or indi-
rectly.

A report of human rights
commission published on June
1. 1994 said that 340 prison-
ers were kept in Gazipur jail
where space in -available for
only 70 prisoners.

Office bearers
of Narayangan]
Photographic Society

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, Feb 7: The
Narayanganj Photographic
Society’ (NPS] has elected a
| 7-member executive comimit-
tee for 1995 wWith Sunil
Ameen. a renowned photogra-,
pher. as its president,

The NPS elected the
comimnittee at its Annual
General Meeting held at local
Ali Ahamed Poura auditorium
recently

Zamirul Haque Nipu and M
Zakir Hossain Munna were
¢lected Vice-Presidents while
Tapash Saha was elected gen
tlrui seLretary. ;

NATE!RE Feb 7
month training z\@n

‘training Eﬂ‘ul‘aﬂ’ will’
cluded in M .
distressed 'we Y
are particlpating in_the cnurse

The training has been or-

“*wm:ﬁ::;umm

| . Wedmeén; has ag:cri:at %ﬁtw

tr&im &

.g,_;[t,n;r the completion of the

EGU.E'EE BRAC will also dis-
tribute loan among these, g
tressed women. =~

Another report says " A
day Agriculture Exhibition '95.

-was held here at Bamaigram

thana parishad premises, last
week.

Organised by Baraigram
Agriculture Extension Depart-
ment, the exhibition was par-
ticipated by different organisa-,
tions and set,up over 20 pru-
jects for display. : ;

On the concluding day,
Thana Nirbahi Officer M Golam
Mostafa distributed prizes and
certificates among the best

participants.  Caritas of
Baraigram umit;’ an NGO, stood
first in the Eﬂnbiuﬂn bot
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piracy In Bay
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BARISAL, Feb 7: Piracy on
fishing trawlers in the Bay con-
tinues. The Ftcﬂnd' piracy
during this week was commit--
ted on the last day of January:

A gang of armed pirates
numbering about 10 to 15&
boarding a trawler engaged in
fishing in. the deep sea some
50°' kilometres away from
Patharghata thana of Borguna
district and. decamped with
several  articles worth about
eight lakh taka,

According to Patharghata
thana pelice, pirates swooped
on FB-Salma and FB Aleya one
after another and lootéd away
fish, fishing nets, engine spare
parts including cash money.

When resiseed pirates beat
the fishermen on board merci-
lessly. Ten of the fishérmen
were injured two of them Go-
lam Mostafa, 22 and Masud,
27. were seriously. hurt who
were later, admitied into
Patharghata Health Complex. in
critical condition, Case is yet
to be lodged in this eonnec-
tion.

One found dead

GAIBANDHA,. Feb-7: An
unidentified young man was
found dead on the Dhaka:
Dinajpur highway at Gobia-
daganj thana in the district
early loddy (Monday). reperts
UNB. -

Police said the man, aged
about 30. might have fallen
[rom the roof of a passenger
bus.

A UD case has been
with 1l loeal thana.
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brilliant students of Louhajung High School were awarded stipend of

Tk 1,000 each by the Manju Bahar Kallyan Trust recently at a simple function. The picture
shows some members of the trust with the students

— Star photo



