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DU female students'’
rally today

Female resident students of
the Dhaka University demand
ing immediate repeal of its
‘sunset rule’ will hold a rally
on the campus Loday The le
male students ol Bangladesh-
Kuwait-Maitree Hall an-
nounced the programme at a
rally yesierday evening They
will also submit a memoran-
dum to the Vice Chancellor
Prol "Emaiuddin Ahmed to
press their demand. reports

UNB

BCL (B-K) council

By Staff Correspondent

A two-day central council of
the Bangladesh Chhatra League
(B-K) will begin today Begum
Ashrafunnesa. mother of late
Colone! Taher. Bir Uttam. will
inaugurate the council at the
Aparajec Bangla premises of
the Dhaka University at 11 am
today. The inaugural functuon
will be followed by a discussion

o be held at TSC auditorium al
| 1:30 am

Tk 106.44 cr
remitted in Jan
Bangladeshis living abroac

remitted Tk 106.44 gore 51
‘thousand and 7)4 through
foreign money orders during
the month of Januarv. The
money is equivalent to
7.21.825 5 Pound Sterling
and 28.89 1854 40 UUS dollars
sent home through 18 938
Foreign Money Orders (FMO)|

said an official handout. re-
{INB.

':'J'C.in"t

Rao expels arch-rival
Arjun from party

EW DELHI.- Feb 7: Prime
Minister P V Nurasimha Rao
today expelled his most bitder
critic ftrom the governing
Congress party. sharpening a
public feud in the party just
days before state legislative
elections. report AP. Reuter.

The expulsion of Arjun
Singh. who had been consid-
ered the party's No 2, height-
ened the risks of a split, espe-
cially if Congress fares badly in
the six state elections. Singh
may then 'be in a position to
unseat Rao.

Singh has been
from the Congress Party for six
yvears for anti-party activities,”
sald K Vijaya: Bhaskar Reddy,
the chairman of the party's
disciplinary committee.

Prime Minister Rao later
met Sonia Gandhi. The lwo are
understood to have discussed
the expulsion and the latest si-
tuation in the party.

Singh. reacting to his ex-
pulsion from party. said
tonight he had no intention to
cause a split in the party or
floaj a new one and declared

"expelled

that the issues raised by him
would now be decided in” the
"people s court.”

Addressing a press conler-

Arjun Singh

ence al his residence soon
after returning from Bombay.
sSingh said "I am neither float-
ing any new partly, nor split-
Ling the Congress party. | have

-

no intention (o cause a split.”

"There is no question of my
being out of the party,” he said
adding - ' am a Congress
worker, a Congressman.”

- Asked whether he would
challenge his expulsion. Singh
observed "political matters are
nol decided in a court of law.
It can only be decided by the
court of Congressmen and the
court of the péople.”

Saying he was neither
'dispirited” nor 'disheartened’
by the -action. Singh made it
clear that he would continue
with his journeys to different
parts ol the country after
February 14, when there will
be a break of a month after a
twq—da}' parliament session.

5ingh is leaving for Rewa
tomorrow and then visit
Varanasi before réturning to
‘the capital on February 11.

He said "'some people feel
that they have expelled me

from their presence and they-

are welcomme to feel that way.

But il anyone feels that [ have

been expelled from the ranks
See Page 12 Col 4
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JS session may
linger till
-mid-March

By Staff Cnrresboﬁdent

The, current session of Par-
liament is likelv Lo stagger to
avoid another session in April
belore the budget session. a
well-informed Parliament
source saied, . '

"The Business Advisary
Committee is contemplating
lingering this session till mid-
several long
‘adjournments.” a high official
told The Dailv Star. I

Speaker Shaikh Razzak Al
also discussed the.matter with
the Leader ol the House and
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda

Zia.
"A final deeision is vet to be
- laken.” the official. however,
added.

According (o constitutional
provisions, a session should be
convened within 60 days afler
the end ol the previous ses-
sinn. :

The Business Advisory
Committee al a meeting after
the summoning of the current
18th session had decided to
contiue il till the beginning of
the month of Ramadan.

Bul the session was pro-
longed hecause ol Lhe High

See Page 12 Col 7
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Writ filed with political
motive, court told

By Supreme Court Correspondent

Jatiya Party leader “"Moudud
Ahmed, submitting on his own
behalf before a special bench of
the High Court yesterday, said
that the writ petition against
the en masse resignation by
opposition MPs, in which he
has been named as one of the
respondents, was filed with a
motive to confuse the people
by creating a political crisis.

Referring to the speech of
former Chief Justice Shaha-
buddin Ahmed at his farewell
reception last week, Barrister
Moudud said, “Political issues

‘should not be brought to the

court.”

The fifth da},rs hearing on .

the writ relating to the resig-

nation of 147 opposition mem-
bers of Parliament on De-
cember 28 alsd saw Barrister K
S+ Nabi, counsel for Awami
League chief Sheikh Hasina,

- concluding his submission.

. Analogous hearlng on two
writs relating to the resigna-
‘tions continues before the
special bench comprising Jus-
tice A. M Mahmudur Rahman,
Justice Kazi Ebadul Huq and'
Justice Md Abdul Karim. In the
lirst writ, one Tawfigue Hna-

sain has challenged the validity

of the en bloc resignations
while the Speaker's delay in’

disposing of the resignation
letters has also béen chal-
lenged by one Alauddin Khaled

- in the other writ.

. Barrister Moudud®who op-
posed the maintainability of

the writ challenging the MPs’

resignations, said that the pe-
tition was arising out’of an ex-
clusive political issue which
cannot be entertained by the
court. _ .
Hé meritioned that peti-
tloner Tawfique Hossain .is an
active supporter of the ruling
party and had filed the writ at
the instigation of his party. -
He further argued that the
petitioner cannot be an ag- -
grieved party and only a mem-
ber of Parliament may be ag-

grieved to file such a writ.

Moudud also described the
appearance of the Speaker be-
fore the courl as ‘'mysterious’
since he made his appearance
through his lawyer after the

lapse of a considerable peﬂn:l &

of time.
Moudud further aubm.lttcd
See Page 12 Cnl B

Repreiﬂnatnﬂbﬁ of I‘:hl! Mrﬂﬁﬂnﬂiniladaﬂh Univ t-h-tlj' Tbaﬂhﬁri ﬁ&ﬁﬂlﬂdflun met !‘1 rm{! :Ml“muﬁl' Hegtﬁf Klmluda
Zia at her aﬁﬂ yesterday. Education Minister Jamuuddm Sircar was present.

Nurse_s threaten
. 3-day strike

to press demand

By Staff Correspondent

Class Four employees and
nurses in government hospi-
tals of the country ended their
48-hour strike ay. but
held out a threat of a three-day
strike soon to press their de-
mand for the Centre
for Management Excellence
and Quality Assurance pro-
gramme (CMEQA).

The hospital staff, urging
the authorities to accept the
demand by February 12 said
theyv would be refraining from
their duties aggin for 72 hours
lrom the morning of February
13.

See Page 12 Cul B

Jute, textile
workers reject

owners' call

By Staff Correspondent

The leaders of jute, spin
ning and textile mills workers
unions yesterday criticised the
owners and expressed their
lirm determination to go ahead
with their agitation pro-

| gragunes.

Earlier in a joint meeting
on Mondav. Lhe Bangladesh
Jute Mills Association. the

Ser Page 12 Col 6

{ (IFES),

IFES may help proposed
polling institute

Star Report

The Intcrn.umnai Founda-
tion for Electoral Systems
a Washington-based
organisation, is likely to assist
the Pilot Election Training
Institute, planned to be set up
in Dhaka.

The Election Commission
|IEC) has already decided to
establish the institute to pio-
vide training to polling per-
sonnel and also to political ac-
tivists for developing the coun-
try's electoral process. A pro-
ject concept paper (PCP) is
now being finalised by the au-
thorities.

Ms Linda Edgeworth, a con-

.sultant to the IFES. whou coil-

cluded her two-week visf Lo

. Bangladesh Monday. discussed

with the officials the possibie
areas where her organisation
can cooperate with the EC.
Talking to The Daily Star
before leaving Dhaka for home.
Ms Edgewortih said she will
sirongly recommend the IFES
provides all possible help and
technical assistance to the
proposed (raining institute.
"Such an institute will cer-
tainly help develop the elec-
toral system in Bangladesh and
will also remain an example to
be followed by other countries
ol the region.” said Ms
Edgeworth, who was the first
representative of the IFES to

visit Bangladesh on an assess-
ment mission.,

The IFES-is a non-profit
foundation dedicated to pro--
viding assistance in monitor-
ing, supporting and sfrength-
ening the mechanics of the
election process in the emerg-
ing democracies.

The foundation, nuppur{ed
by donor agencies like the
USAID, has worked in about 70
countries since its westablish-
ment in 1987.

During her stay in Bangla-
desh, Ms Edgeworth mel the
Chiefl E)ection Commissioner,
high officials of the EC. leaders
of major political parties in-
cluding the BNP, the Awami
League and the .Jativa Party,
constitutional experts, some
NGOs and local representatives
of international donor agen-
cies. '

She also visited Tongi,
where the EC has a pilot pro-
je@ under which idendtity
cards will be issued to voters
in the municipal polls.

Expressing her impression
on the Bangladesh visit, Ms
Edgeworth said scope exists
for improving and strengthen-
ing the electoral process here.

"If invited. the IFES is ready
to work here as observer dur:
ing future elections,” she said.

Russian troops in Grozny
show signs of frustration

BESLAN {(Russia). Feb 7
With the military stll bogged
down in protracted war with
Chechnya wday. Russian tro-
ops are showing increasing
signs of [rustration. reports AP

Grozny has not been cap-
tured. hundreds or thousands
of their fellow soldiers have
died. and the army has taken
the brunt of the blame for a
bloody oflensive that has killed
countless civiians

Increasingly bitter by the
turn ol events more and more
soldiers anid officers are openly
criticising ,their commanders
some vowing 1o avenge their
Iriends deaths with more
bloodshed.

Their comments reveal an
army that is «dangerously di-
vided and rebellious
" "We are highting here not
for |President Boris) Yeltsin
and (Deleiise Minister Pavel)
(Grachev 1f | tould. 1 would

shoot then mysell” said a
Marine iajor from Viadivostok
who is hased 1in Beslan North
Oseetia wesl of Chechnya "We
are fighung lor the honour of
our arimy lor the honour of the
Iarines

He spoke 1o 4 reporter in
an drmoured persongiel carrer
on conduion his name nol bhe
used Others echoed his sen-
Luments )

AFF from Moscow adds A
Russian officer is tacifg dis-
nissal hecause he refused 1o
seiul untrained and ill equi
pped (roops to the front in
Chechiiva, the [tar Tass new
agency reported today

Viadirmr Usushenko, an of
[icer with the Russian special
lorces in the Volga region re
fused Lo assume comunand of a
battalon wher he learnied that
Llie troops had no! been
wraimed 1 linng guns and that
st of thetr vehiles had not

beenn litted withh radwos. the
ageney saul cining the Volgs
BECLOF Press enlre

Meanwhile, Heuter adds:
The Russian army is geling
ready 1o pull most of 1its troops
bl ot O hechnva leaving
lnterior Minustry  lorges 10
contred Deteres Mitusiry offi-
clgls guoted by interfax news
Agercy sapd todday

ltilertax said o special
cornrnssion had been sel
look al the logistucs «d with
drawing the soldiers MMoscow
says ils soldiers have com
pleted their task of restoring
‘constitutwonal, order’  in
( hechnya allhough there is no
sign of the fighung ending.

The agency said Interior
Minister Victor Yernin whose
ITruss are as well armed as the
artiy berees wos already on his
watr oo the richwe] regoon B ol
did rnied ser a date for the
Iroops departure

up o 1 meet again Thursday.

— PID photo

PM seeks suppoﬁ
of all in solving
campus problems

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia

yesterday
support of all, including teach-

ers, in resolving national pro-

blems, reperts UNB. :
- She made the appeal when
a delegation of the Federation
of Bangladesh University
Teachers' Mﬂm (FBU-
TA) met her at the Prime
Minister's office in the liter

LMOOTY .

~ "Let us all per m our re-
sponsibilities from respective

positions.” she sald adding, it -

is possible to resolve any na-

tional problems if a democratic
government is in power.

Referring to campus vio-
See Page 12 Col 3

Schoolboy'dies 1n

student-employee

clash at BAU

MYMENSINGH. Feb 7: A
schoolbovy was shot dead dur
ing an armed clash today be-
tween the students and em-
pluoyees ol Bangladesh Agricul-
ture University, reports UNB_ |

Witnesses said Gaziur Rah-
man. 15 an SSC examinee of
KB Se¢hool and son ol Abdul
Mazid a BAU employee. died

o1 Lthe spaot as a bullet siuck
thim near the dairy tarm on the

See Fage 12 Col 1

Israeli, PLO
leaders resume
peace talks

CAIRC. Feb 7: Israeli and
PLO negotiators on Tuesday
resumed peace talks, halted
for more than two weeks by vi-
vlent attacks on Israelis by
radical Islamic opponents of
Lhe peace process, reports AP

The negotiations were re-
newed following a summit last
Thursday by ihe 'leaders of
Israel, the Palestine Liberation
(Jrganisation, Jordan and
Egypt. PLO chief Yasser Arafat
and Prime Minister Yitzhak
Rabin of Israel are scheduled

Negotiators from both sides
said they would work in the
Cairo talks on reaching agree-
ment on Palestinian elections
as a step towards broadening
the autoniomy granted by the
Israeli-PLO accord.

"We al this session will start
writing. actually drafting the
agreement, <hief [sraeli nego-
tiator Yoel Singer saild as he
entered the talks at a Cairo

hotel
See Page 12 Col |
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DSE to introduce brakes
on foreign portfolio funds

The pgovernment is consid-
ering soime checks on the op-
erations ol f(oreign portfolio
lunds following the Mexico
stock market crash which sent
shock waves: through the
emerging markels in the de-
veloping world .

A highly placed official
source told UNB that the pro-
posed precautionary measures,
expected in torce soon, might
impose ceilings on the pur-
chase ol shares in a single
company by the foreign funds.
Currently there is no such
limit 0 investments.

Also,
Tlock-in T ivpe of restriction
might be put on foreign fandas.

the source added, a

freezing sales of stocks by
them for a certain period after
purchase.

A lock-in period of more
than one year was under con-
sideration, they indicated.

. India has a five-year lock-in.

Moreover, sources further .
said, operations of the portfo-
lio capital in the open-door
bourse would hcncufnrth be
closely monitored.

The December 20 Mexico

_stock market crash has fueljed

nervousness in almost all the
emerging markets worldwide,
as many a global

ortfolio
funds have begun to gquidaue ]
part of Neir sLOCKE. T

See Page 12 Col 3

No traffic markmgs on
many city roads

Bv Krishna P Roy

Trallic markings are no
longer seen o inost sitreets of
the capital. coutributing to
free-styvle novement of vehi-
cles and consequent traffic
Jams.

Many ol the streets were
carpeted early last year. But
those are yet have the appro-
priate road divider markings
and zebra crossings. .

‘The absence of markings
frequently leads to uneven
competition between fast and

slow-moving vehicles. Rick-
shaws and rickshaw-vans often
plv through the middle of the
roads. obstructing movement
of cars. mini-buses and buses,
often causing road accidents.
At the Maghbazar intersec-

tion. right turn is prohibited
for the vehicles coming from
Tejgaon through the Tongi by-
pass. But there is no traffic
marking or sign informing
the drivers about this. As a re-
suli. this busy inter-section is
inavriably subject to chaotic
traffic movement and unend-
ing jains.

:The non-existence of lane
markings as worsened traffic
congestions at the busy Purana
Paltan., Dainik Bangla, Shapla
Square. Fakirerpool, Kakrail.

Malibagh. Muuchak. Shahbagh,
Bangla Molors, Farm Gate,
Mohakhali and New Market
interseclions. Accidents, guar-
rels and scuffles between
drivers and rickshaw-pullers
are everyday happenings at
these places. Often vehicles
are stuck up for hours on end,
causing undescribable suffering
and inconvenience to the road
USETs. '

The absence of traffic mark-
ings is a major cause of acci-
dents on many streets, parti-
cularly those having speed-
breakers but no zebra cross-
ings. Pedestrians, trying Lo
cross streefs often find them-
selves in‘a virtual jungle of
autlomobiles and impatiently
honking horns. The problem is
compounded at night when
most drivers usually miss the
speed-breakers and lose con-
trol when their vehicles jerk
suddenly. Luminous signs or
reflectors are absolutely es-
sential to guide the drivers al _
night.

Syed Kamrul Islam, a busi-
nessman who drove to the cap-
ital from Chitagong, was
stopped by traffic police near

.the Science Laboratory cross-

See Page 12 Col B

Govt hospitals run short
of foreign medicines

By Reaz Ahmad

Government hospitals and
health complexes are runnjng
short of foreign medicines bur
lo inadequate budgetary alloca-
tion. competent sources said.

Some taka eight crore was
earmarked in the current bud-
get {1994-95) for purchasing
medicines not locally pro-
duced or available to meet the
requirements of government
hospitals and health com-
plexes. But at the end of the
firsl six months of the present
[iscal, the allocation has pro-
ved inadequate to meet the
ever-growing demands of the
hospitals for foreign medici-
nes, .

According to official sour-
ces. the autherities concerned
have recently sought an addi-
tienal allocation of six crore
taka for meeting the re-
quiremments during the remain-
ing period of the current fiscal.

The Central Medical Stores
Depot [(CMSD). which is re-

sponsible for supply and dis-
tribution of foreign drugs, is
now facing acute fund crisis.

When asked. Col (retd) M K
Barua, Director of Stores and
Supplies, CMSD, said CMSD
required more funds, but
hastily added "We managed Lo
procure a good quantity of
foreign medical items like
cancer drugs and X-ray lilms,
which are not produced locally
with the grants provided by
different donor countries and
agencies like the WB, WHO
and ADB."

About the drug preservation
facilities at the CMSD, the offi-
cial said the first phase of a
81.000-8q feet drug depot was
completed in 1992 with funds
provided by the ADB. The sec
ond phase would start soon
provided the Executive Co-
mmitiee of the National Eco-
nomic Council (ECNEC) gives
its approval, he added.

See Page 12 Col 7
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LCs for 7 lakh
tonnes of food

ope:nedmfar

Letlers of credit (LCs) to
import over seven lakh tnmml
of foodgrain under private ini-
tiative have been opened till
now, a meeting was informed
yesterday, reports BSS,

Food Minister Abdul Man-

nan Bhuiyan; chairing a meet-
ing with ]hl: importers of .

foodgrain, sald the government
has taken all necessary steps
for feod import thruugh pri-
vate sector..

LCs have been npcned to
import about 4.75 lakh tonnes
of rice and 2.5 lakh tonnes of
wheat, the meeting was told,
according to an official source.

Citing incentives to the pri-
vate sector, Bhuiyan said the
duty on rice import has been

See Page 12 €ol 6 _
Time limit for CHT
polls extended
until Jan '97

The time®limit for holding »
elections to the three hill dis-
trict local government councils
of Rangamati, Khagrachhari
and Banderban have been ex-
tended further by two years,
till the first week of January,
_ according to three
amendment Bills passed by the
Jatiya Sangsad yeslcrﬂay re-
poris BSS, !

. The extension was made to
facilitate the Bangladesh tribal
refugees to take part in the

. elections after their return

home from Tripura state in
India and their rehabilitation
in the Chittagong Hill Tracts.

Parliament approved the
amendment Bills giving legal
cover to the ordinances which
will cr.:nme into, forces  from
Janua 1495,

Wi thr current ﬂ:l:nulnn
the time limit ol local council
polls in the three hill districts

. was extended four times by

Parliamen! totalling four years
and six months. Earlier. exten-
sions were inade during the
session in 1992 and the

See Page 12 Col 2

New Foreign Secy

joins Mar 7

By Staff Correspondent
Outgoing Forcign Secretary
Mufleh R Osmany. the High
Commmissioner-designate Lo
Canada. is now scheduled to
leave Dhaka tomorrow for Ot-
tawa to take up his new as-
signment.

According to earlier planu
he was to have left today.

Farooq Sobhan, named to
succeed Osmany at the Foreign
Office. will join his new posi-
tion on March 7, it was learnt
vesterday. CM Shafi Sami is
expected to replace Sobhan in
New Delhi .

Meanwhile, Mohiuddin
Ahmed, the senior-most Addi-
tional Foreign Secretary, will
serve As the acting Foreign
Secretary in between.

. Another source said Major

General Amin Ahmed Chowd-
hury will be appointed as the
country's ambassador to the
Sultanate of Oman. :

His services were :ﬂrllcr
placed under deputation to the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

, The Bangladesh embassy in
Oman. which is now function-
ing at the level of Charge
d'Alfaires (CDA), will be up-
graded to the ambassadorial
position with the appointment
of Amin Ahmed Chowdhury,
sonirces informed.

2 die 1n blast
at Satkhira
shrimp farm

From Our Correspondent

SATKHIRA, Feb 7: Two per-
sons were killed and another
was wounded in a bomb explo-
ston at a shrimp cultivating
project at Shimulbaria under
Sadar thana here in the small

hours today.
The dead were identified as
Azizul Haq. 28, of village

Shimulbaria and Abul Hussain,
30, of village Matiadanga under
Sadar thana. The injured
Shamsur Rahman, 35, of wvil-
lage Alipur of the same thana,
was admitted (o the. local
health centre, ‘
Police sources said, Hafizul
Islam owWner of the
Shimulbaria bara gher, a
shrimp project. ledged a case
with Devhata thana this morn-
ing alleging that some 20 to 25
armed men attacked his farm
with bombs al | am today re-
sulting in deaths af the two.
However., the owners of a
nearby shrimp project alleged
that the accident occurred
when a bomb went off acciden-
tally whtle the staff of the
Shimulbaria bara gher were
engaged in making bombs with
an ulterior motive of attacking

| their project



