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NEWS BRIEFS

PM visits ailing
BNP leader

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterday visited
the CMH Lo see the condition
of Alhaj Ali Kader. Jessore
District BNP vice-president,
who was injured in a miscreant
attack at Benapole on January
21. The BNPF leader was first
admiited to the Jessore Sadar
Hospital in critical condition
and later shifted to the
Combined Military Hospital
(CMH) in Dhuka on January 23,

reporis UNB.

Khodeza Azam sworn |

in as PSC member

Acting Additional Seeretary
of the Social Welfare Ministry
Begum Khodeza Azam was
sworn in as a member of the
Public Service Commission
(PSC) yesterday. an official
handout said. Chiefl Justice
Mohammad Habibur Rahman
conducted the oath of office at
a simple ceremony at the
Supreme Court Bhaban, re-

JHENIDAH, Feb 6. The
islamic University authorities
today posiponed examinations
of all the departments due to
indefinite strike on the
Jhenidah-Kushtia road . re-
ports UNB

l Il ll *
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SIRAJGANJ. Feb 6: Police
seized Indian medicine worth
about Tk ofie lakh from a
Dhaka-bound train here early
today. The medicine. including
175 boliues of Phensidyl, was
reports UNB.

recovered .
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32 lakh tonnes of

rice to be imported

Rice _imports would (otal
9.32 lakh naetric tonnes to
make up for a projected 5.72
lakh MT annual production
shortfall in 1£194-95 because of
severe drouglits in many parts
of the country, official esti-
mates indicat:.

The updated rice produc-
tion figures vvere included in
the governmerit-instituted task
force report on drought which
was presentec| to the Agricul-
ture Minister last Saturday.

According to the updated
Agriculture Ministry projec-

tions released this week, the-

foodgrain production is esti-
mated to stancl at 186 lakh MT

By S Y Bakht

during thie current liscal, down

from the actual production of
191.72 lakh MT in 1993-94.

Like recent years, no rice
import was required last fiscal
as the output was adequate to
meet domestic demand and
only 14 lakh MT of wheat, a
traditional shortfall area, was
imported. In fact. a good
quantity of fine variety rice was
even exported for the first
time during the year,

The rice production short-
fall in the ongoing fiscal is be-
"ing attributed to the droughts
in most rice growing regions
caused by poor rainfall in mid-
94 and the resultant shortage

in siarface and underground
wate r levels projected 'during
the ¢ urrent dry season.

A drop in the aman and
boro production would mainly

resu It in the shortfall while aus

and wheat output would in-
cregise slightly. according to
the Agriculture Ministry fig-
Lire: 3, '

IDuring the current fiscal,
am an production is estimated
tvo be 90.42 lakh MT and boro
64 lakh MT as against an actual
prixduction of 94.19 lakh MT
and 67.72 lakh MT respec-
tively in 1993-94.

Preliminary estimates of.

See Page 12 Col 1

Speaker's statements
self-contradictory,
says ALCWC

- Awami Leagfue central wor-
king _committee (ALCWC)

yestfrday saicl the *Speaker's

suspension of decision regard-
ing the resignation Metters of
opposition MPs is aimed at
implementing the decision of
the ruling BNP, reports UNB.

"The Speaker's statements

and deeds are self-contradic-
tory,” said a resolution of the
ALCWC meeting?.

It said the Speaker took
tiie resignatiort issue to the
court in a bid to give more
tinve to the ruling party. The
Speraker's delaving tactics has
curbed the sovereignty of
Parliament and , made the of-
fice ¢ the Speaker controver-

The: meeting further said
the "partisan outlook and irre-
sponsib ility” of the Speaker are

now being shilffted to the,
court.
It said: "The  Speaker's
Col 3

See Page 12

Hearing of writs on IMPs' resignations

Hasina's counsiel questions
maintainability

By Supreme Court Corres

The counsel for Awami
League chiel Sheikh Hasina in
the writ relating to the oppo-
sition MPs' en masse resigna-

" tion, submitted before a spe-

cial bench of the High Court
yesterday that the petition
challenging resignations was*
filed with malafidg intention
only to create a constitutional
crisis in the country.

During the fourth days
hearing on the writ, Barrister
K S Nabi continued his sub-
mission, opposing the main-
tainability of the case. He said
that the writ was also prema-
ture since the resignation leti-
ters were still pending with
the Speaker.

Analogous hearing of the
two writ pelitions relating to
the mass resignation by 147
opposition members of Parlia-
ment on December 28 last

»the other writ,

pondent

yviear hegan Weddnesday before a
t hree man special bench com-
prising Justice A M Mahmudur
Rahman, Justice Kazi Ebadul
Hug and Justice Md Abdul
Karim.

The first writ was filed hy
one Tawfique "Hossain chal-
lenging the legality of the
wholesale resignations while
filed by one
Alauddin Khaled, challenges
the Speaker's delay in dispos-
ing of the resignation letters.

Speaker Shaikh Razzak Al
opposition leaders ' Sheikh
Hasina, Moudud Ahmed and
Matiur ‘Rahman’ Nizami were
made respondents, among
others, in both the writs.

The writs have been trans-
ferred from a two-man division
bench te a special bench
constituted by the Chiel Jus-

See Page 12 Col 6

Outgoing Formgn Secy tells Dally Star

Investors' response er 1couragmg,

Creating internatiorial awa-
reness aboul investment
opportunities in Bangfladesh
has been one of the most re-
markable successes of the
country's foreign policy in the
recent times,

"Bangladesh has been able
to draw global attention in
terms of wooing foreign in-
vestments in the recent
times.” said Mufleh R Osnany.
the outgoing Foreign Secre-
tary, in an exclusive intennew
with The Daily Star yesterdiiy.

Osmany leavgs Dhaka to-

" morrow for Ottawa to take up

his new assignment as High
Commissioner to Canada.

Osmany expressed his can-

did views on the country’'s for-

eign policy goals and objectives
and also his own Impressions

By M Anwarul Haq

abouil establishing professional-

ism in the diplomatic corps.

Having served as Foreign
Secretary for 14 months,
Osmany is being succeeded by
Farooq Sobhan. presently High
Commissioner to India, who
would be the 17th Foreign
Secretary since independence.

Emphasising that Bangla-
desh's foreign policy "is dyna-
mic and on the right course.”
Osmany said around 1,00 000
Myanmar refugees had gone
back in 1994 alone raising the
Rohingya Fepatriation figure to
nearly 1.60.000

Two batches of Chakma
refugees have also returned to
Bangladesh recently, he said.

Speaking on relations with
India, Osmany said the goy-
ernment continued serious ef-

forts lo persuade New Uelhl o
solve the question of sharing
the waters of common rivers
including the Ganges. "We have
also made our friends sensitive
about the issue.”

Asked if any immediate or
long term solution of the water
sharing issue could be ex-

pected. the Foreign Secretary
replied: "Where there is a po-
litical will., there will be a

practical way. India being a
larger country would naturally
be expected to show more
goodwill and political under-
standing ™
On extending port facilities
to India. Osmany said it was
contingent upon the wishes of
the people of Bangladesh
About the wisdom ol taking
See Page 12 Col 3

A privilege is
a privilege!

By Staff Correspondent
While a decision regarding

the validity of the resignation

letlers of the Opposition MPs
remains pending with*® the
Speaker, the parliament secre-

tariat finds itself in a dilemma .

regarding the applications of

four resigning members seek-

ing to Import duty-free cars,
Accnrding to Parliament
Secretariat sources four MPs

who. '‘along with 143 opposi-
tion legislators submilted their

resignation letters on
December 28 last. have ap-
plied for the Speaker's en-
dorsement
privilege to import vehicles
without, customs and other du-
ties.

The hlghly platf: source,

speaking on ' condition of.

Hl}lﬂﬁ}'mﬂ}'. however declined
- See Page 12  Col 8

‘Time will say why
the matter is
with the court"

By Asiuzzaman
Speaker Shaikh Razzak Ali

" has said only time will say why

the negotiation between the
ruling party and the
Opposition failed and why the
matter is- now with the court.

" "You know many things
which you already reported.
But there are many things not
yet revealed.” Razzak Ali told
The Daily Star in an interview
al his official residence last
night.

He said it is now clear and
has already been reported in
the press why | delayed my
decision on the resignation
letters of 147 opposition. MPs.

"Both the sides reached a
consensus. They prepared the
drall of an agreement. But un-
fortunately it was not signed,”
the Speaker said adding, "It
was the lalest development
afler the submission of the
resignation letters.”

See Page 12 Col 7

Speaker faces

criticism from
within party

Star Report -

Speaker Shaikh Razzak Ali
has been {acing criticism from
within the ruling party for his
delay in delivering the deci-
sion on the resignation letters

of 147 opposition. MPs, BNP

sources said.

"The ruling Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP) also
requested’ the Speaker to
fight the court battle to settle
the issue of resignations, a se-
nior BNP leader told The Daily
Star. .

- "The court rule was issued
after 21 days of submission of
the resignation letters. It is a
long time. The Speaker could
have given his decision by that
period.” the source, a minis-
ter. said.

Speaker Razzak Ali report-

'See Page 12 Col 3
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* CHITTAGONG, Feb 6: At

least 14 persons were killed
and one was injured when a.

bus and an auto-tempo collided -

head on at Munshipukur Par
on Chittagong-Hathazari road
this morning. police said.
Of those killed 12 died on
the spot and two on way to
hospital. : /

The victims including three

children and two aged women

were identified as Sujit
Chandra Pal (12). Mithun
Chandra Pal (26), Prabir
Chandra Pal (28), Uttam

Kumar Pal (6), Sudha Rani Pal
(72). Bimal Pal (50), Supria
Pal (22), Rina Rani Pal (30},
Sadhana Rani Pal (30),
Kaisosallva Pal (40}, Nipa Pall

(2), Banu Pal (75) and ¢iriver of
the tempo Abdul Manrian and

_helper Afsar Hossain. w ho suc-

cumbed to their injuiies on
way to hospital.

Most of them belcnged to
the. same family, police said.

The injured was adimitted
to Chittagong Medical uCuueg:
Hospital, .

The miahap occurred when
a tempo bound for Fatik:chhari
collided head on with «#1 pas-
senger bus bound for the city
frem Nazirhat.

The victims — all passen-
gers of the tempd — were go-
ing to Fatikchhari to attend a
post-marriage feast (Baublhat).

The tempo was badly Jdam:-

" aged and the bus was seizid by
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us-tempo collision kills
14 1in Chittagong

From Staff Curresfmndent
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Hathazari police. The driver of
the bus lled.

In "another accident, two
people were killed and 40 in-
jured in a road mishap at
Jaypura bys stand in Dhamsai
thana in Savar today. police
said.

Abdul Gafur (30) died on
the spot and an unidentified
younig man succumbed to his
injuries on '‘way to a local hos-

pital. The: injured were sent to -

Dhamrai Health Complex and

different hospital of Dhaka.

The incident occurred
when a Dhaka-bound night

coach from Satkhira skidded

off the road at Jaypura bus
stand on the Dhaka-Aricha
Iﬂghway aL ahuul 11 am. P
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Workmen cleaning the Central Shaheed Minar area

yesterday as part of a face-lift in preparation for the
ohservance of Amar KEkushey programmes there on

February 21.
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" hospitals in the country

Striking nutses sitting on the corrider of the Onit Patients’ De partment of the Dhaka Medical
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Nurses begin
48-hr strike

By Staff Correspondent

All - Class Four employees
and nurses in the government
went
on a 48-hours strike yesterday
morning demanding cancella-
tion of the Centre for
Managemenit Excellence and
Quality Assurance Programme

ICMEQA).
According to a hospital
source. Lhe employees and

nurses on strike announced
the programme fearing auton-
omy in the hospitals. the
CMEQA programme, they be-
lieved, would give autonomy Lo
the hospitals., the source
added. :
Earlier the government an
nounced the CMEQA pro-
See Page 12 Col |}

Bills passed Wider power,
pay rise for Ansars

Three bills including two
relating to Ansars and battalion
Ansars were passed by the
Jativa Sangsad yesterday with
measures for reorganising this
auxiliary body of the police and
the armed forces and to pro-
vide its members with better
facilities. reports BSS.

The bills called the “Ansar
Bahini Bill, 1995, and the
Battalion Ansar Bill, 1995,
provided wider power for
maintenance ol law and order
and to curb the activities
detrimental to national eco-
nomic interest, as the auxiliary
body of the police while for
defence of the country they
would work in aid of the de-

| fence forces.

The House also passed the
Village Defence Party Bill,
1995, all the three being pi-
loted by Home Minister Abdul
Matin Chowdhury.

After passage of" the twu

Ansars bills, a treasury bench -

member. Abdur Rob Chow-
dhury told the House that the
democratically elected
government should be com-
mended for giving improved
facilities to the Ansars. He said
the government had been
working relentlessly for the
welfare of all the sections of
the general masses. He also
referred Lo the recent problem
al the Ansars headgquarters and
the action taken by the gov-

See Page 12 Col 8

Gout offers revised incentives for Chakma reﬁtgees

The governmeni has an-
nounced revised incentives lor
the tribal refugees returning
home from Indian state eof
Tripura, reports BSS.

An afficial announcement
said in Dhaka yesterday that
the government had revised
the inceniives considering the
prevafling situation im the
Chittagong hill districts and to
expedite their return and re-
habilitation.

The revised incentives in-
cluded guarantee of security of
life and property of all citizens
including the iribals as per the
Constitution and laws and
provision of one-time house
building and agriculture grant
of Taka 10,000 for every re-

turning tribal lamily Besides.
il returning families will get 5
kg and 2.5 kg of rice for an
adult and a child respectively
for 26 weeks, and 4 kg pulses,
2 kg sovabean oil. and 2 kg salt
per family for 6 months, two
bundiles of C | sheets for each
family and Taka 8.000 for
those who have arable land (o

purchase fwo cows.
Besides, the government

decision Lo exempt agricultural

credits up to Tk 5000 will be
applicable te all returning
refugees. The loan issued o
700 tribal families worth’ Taka
20 50.000 will be waived on
their return after proper veri-
fications and the general
amnesty declared: up to

October 31, 1994 in the:
Chittagong Hill Tracts. (CHT)
area by the government will be
applicable for all emergency
cases and warrants of arrest in
undecided cases.

The incentives also in-
cluded return of all landed
property to Lhe returning
refugees and tribals who will
nhot be rehabilitated in eluster
villages. Reappointment to
their jobs including their se-
niority and other benefits will
also be considered sympathet-
w-ally

Steps will be taken to take
S8C and HSC examinations of
rhose students returning with
eqguivalent Indian certificates.
Heturning students will also be

' given the opportunity to get
re-admissipn into schools and
colleges.

Besides C| sheets, certain
quantity of timber will be pro-
vided for all returning families
for building houses. The gov-
ernment will also consider re-
laxation of age limit for re-
turmees.

Three members of Parlia-
ment, (1) Rashed Khan Menon
(Bakerganj-2). (2) Mohammad
Shajahan Chowdhury (Chitta-
gong-14) and (3) Mohammad
Shajahan Chowdhury (Cox's
Bazar-4) will be included in
the repatriation committee of
tribal refugees.

Legal steps will be taken on
the basis of the nature of cases

as per laws to consider that
Lthe case instituted againsi
those members of Shantibahini
dpring the time of previous
government, could be brought
under general amnesty.

In keeping with the prevail-
ing situation in the Chittagong
Hill Tracts, withdrawal of

mps in phases from eivilian
areas will be considered. All
returning headmen will get
back their previous positions.

Meanwhile, 1.027 tribal
refugee families with 5 186
members have so far returned
home under officlal arrange-
ment in two phases, the spe-
ctal affairs division of the
Prime Minister's secretariat

said in a statement yesterday.

, 109 tribal refugee
[lmihe: with 565 members
returned home in other way,
the statement said.

All repatriated tribal fami-
lies got back their lands as also
a grant of Taka 10,000 each as

promised by the government.

No dearth of mobil

CHITTAGONG, Feb 6: There
is no dearth of mobil in the
country at present, a Bangla-
desh Petroleum Corporation
(BPC) press release said here
tonight, reports BSS.

The BPC alsbd said that the

supply of mobil was quite sat-

isfactory and there was no
cause for any concern.

Cabinet okays plan
to set up judicial
training institute
The Cabinet yesterday ap-

proved the to set up a

Judicial. training institute to
impart training to judicial offi-

- cers and other officers of.

courls, reports BSS,

The approval was given at
the weekly Cabinet meeting
held at Bangabhaban with
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia in the chair.

The Cabinet also approved

- the proposal to renew the

lease of the seven thousand
acres of coastal land in Cox's
Bazar belonging to the fish-

eries department for nhrimp
cultivation.

The meeting decided to.
import salt .in the event of
possible shortfall in the pro-
duction of salt. The Cabinet

‘also approved the gluidelines

for leasing out nen-agricultural
khas lands.

Mirza Hafiz won't

table bill on

tvoters' 1D cards

By Staff Correspondent

Minister for Law, Justice
and Parliamentary Affairs Mirza
Golam Hafiz yesterday in-
formed Parliament that he
would not table the bill for

withholding the provision of

identity cards for voters.

"l will reverse what 1 said
yesterday. | would not like to
introduce the bill. | am with-
drawing it." he told the House.

. On Sunday. the Law. Minis-
ter tried to introduce a bill.to
keep in abeyance the. earlier.
decision of issuing ID cards to "
voters. In the face of opposi-
tion from the treasury bench
MPs, the minister later sought .
the Speaker's order to defer
the bill.

According to a law enacted
late last year, the voters should
be given 1D cards for casting
voie in any election. But later,
an ordinance was promulgated
for holding lour by-elections of

See Page 12 Col 1

Zatar refused
permission to

leave country

"By Court Correspondent

The Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate (CMM), Dhaka, yes-
terday ordered former prime
minister Kazi Zafar Ahmed not
to leave the country before the
hearing of a eorruption case
against him on February 14.

CMM Shahiduddin Ahmed
issued the order after Kazi Za-
far, who is out on bail, had
moved the court for permis-
sion to leave the country for a
medical check-up.

District and Sessions Judge
M Abduys Salam had granted ad
interim bail to Zafar on Sunday
and fixed February 14 for
hearing of a corruption case
lodged against the lormer

See Page 12 Col 4

' Jute,f textile
workers warned
of 'legal actions’

Owners of the private sec-
tor jute and textile mills yes-
terday (Monday) warned of "all
legal actions” against the
workers if they go for any
"illegal” strikes, reports UNB.

The warning came from a
joint meeting of Bangladesh
Jute Mills Association (BJMA),
Bangladesh Jute Spinners Ass-
oclation (BJSA) and Bangl-
adesh Textile Mills Association
(BTMA).

The meeting discussed the
present labour situation which
already resulted in nine days of

"illegal” strikes with a threat
of four-day continuous strike
See 12 Col 5



