ANGLADESH has been
experiencing major
reforms in the macro-
economic policies including
the ones related to trade.
These reforms were initiated
In the early ejghties when life
‘many other developing
countries its growth prospects
also became vuilnerable due to
acute international recession.
in the face of ng external
and fiscal deficits, the country
o:ttd for sweeping policy
- changes under the SAP
formula guided by WB and IMF,
There was thus a fundamental
shift from the national to
international option for so-
lution of problems arising out
of macro-economic imbal-
ances. In contrast to earlier
stronger role of the state in
managing the process of
growth, the new option began
to rely more on the market for
regulating the economy. The
structural adjustment package
- for the trade sector aimed at
liberalization of import and
encouragemenit of exports. And
these were to be brought about
by measures like devaluation,
reduction or elimination of ex-
port taxes, removal of import
licences, quotas and quantita-
tive restrictions, and introduc-
tion of a uniform external tar-
iff.

In order to improve the
competitiveness and export
orientation, the official ex-
change rate was gradually ad-
justed towards the free market
rate and more and more im-
ports ' were diverted to the
secondary free exchange rate
(called Wage Earners’

Scheme). At on stage the Taka

was made fully convertible.
Almost all the South Asian
countries have undertaken
similar trade reforms (see
table 1 for details of trade and
exchange rate reforms across
South Asia). While it is quite
possible that the impact of the
trade related macro policy re-
forms on the changing gender
roles and status may have been
significant either ways ( i. e.
positive or negative), but there
are not many altempts at sys-
tematic documentations of the
same. The growing privatisa-
tion, marketisation, informal-
ization and internationalization
of the economy which have
been accompanying thése re-
forms have been shifting the
balance ol power among differ-
ent social groups. shattering

old alliance and giving rise Lo
new configuration. Obviously.

these have serious conse-
quences for the vulnerable
groups which include groups
of women as well.

Situation of Women in dif-
ferent economic roles:
Gender Inequalities

The situation of women

continue {o be dismal despite .

some successful micro inter-
ventions in favour of them. The
macro policy analysis has not
yet make gender equally the
central concern for develop-
ment. The planning and in-
vestment priorities are; yet to
be reoriented to develop gen-
der sensitive strategies. The
Fourth Five Year Plan of
Bangladesh acknowledgell that
an overwhelming majority of
women in Bangladesh are illit-
" erate, malnourished, poor and
deprived. By tradition and cul-
tural norms. women enjoy
much lower status compared
to men. The discrimination in
the treatment of male and fe-
male starts at birth and con-
tinues throughout the different
phases of life. Gender inequal-
ity is established through so-
cio-economic inequalily and

Trade Liberalization and its Impact on
Women : The Case of Bangladesh

. by Atiur Rahman

distribution of authority and
assels between sexes as de-
termined by the [amily organi-
zation and stratification of so-
clety. Even within the same
socio-economic class. women
are worse-off than men in nu-
tritional,
and social status. Women's
roles are generally limited to
the domestic roles of a daugh-
ter. wife or mother in the fam-
ily. The nutritional and health
status of women and girls re-
mained extremely poor. In
Bangladesh boys under five
years of age receive 18 per
cent more food than girls of
that age group and girls {aced a
greater risk of mainutrition in
times of famine (UNCTD
1991).

The daily per capita calorie
intake by woman (1599 K Cal)
is lower than the same by men
(1927 K Cal) which also high-
lights the higher incidence of
chronic, long term malnutri-
tion among woman
(Bhattacharya 1994). Contrary
to global norms, the life ex-
pectancy at birth is lower for
female in Bangladesh. Average
marriage age is |18 yearg,
Female wages are generally
lower than male wages for

sunilar work.
Table 1: Policy reforms in

Selected South Asian Countries

health, educational '

the administrative jobs. It
should be mentioned that this
pattern of female labour force
has been changing rapidly. At
present around 800,000 fe-
male workers are working in
the Ready Made Garments
(RM{) and it is interesting to
note that around 84 per cent
of the workers are f[emale
workers in the garments in-
dustries (World Bank 1994).

Rural Women and Their
Work:

Women are al present ac-
tively taking part in the field
agriculture of surpassing their
traditional boundary of post-
harvesting. The work of NGOs
and Grameen Bank revealed
that rural women have the po-
tential of becoming important
food producers and earning an
adequate income if they are
provided with the necessary
access to credit, skills and
human developments training.
(Rothschild and Mahmud
1989). Increased incidence of
female headed households re-
sulted in women's active role
in monetized economy. In ad-
dition, men's increasing rural
oul-migration has left women
as farm managers of marginal

employs 77 per cent of the
women industrial employees
(Bhattacharya 1994). Female
employees share of the total
wage bill in the manufacturing
sector remained 8 per cent.
Female-male wage differential
is 49 per cent but thfs gap has
been much lower in the export
oriented industries. Majumder
and Zohir (1993) found in a
sample survey that women
workers are young and the
proportion of female workers
belonging to the reproductive
age group 20-30 years of age is
46 per cent. Only 61 per cent
of women workers got a writ-

ten job contract where as 73.

per cent of male workers got
the same. Vertical mobility of
female labour remains very
narrow and horizontal mobility
sometimes results in lower
wage for women workers.

Married women remained
more mobile and earn compar-
atively more than unmarried
women and the presence of
young children did not hinder
their mobility. So they con-

cluded that the characteristics
peculiar to female sex seem to
be losing strength in hindering
woinen's employment.
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introducing bended warehouses, duty drawback
schemes and back-to-back
Quantitative restrictions on
considerably: 193 to 112 items in 1993 arnd about | |
300 items by the end of the present fiscal year.
Level and structure of tariff rates improved: Presently
two™ products (cigarette paper and alcoholic
beverages) still have tariffs over 100 per cent. '

of credit.
rts liberalized

} Wlﬂlm

Dual exchange rate
system abolished in
1992.

The Taka is ([reely
convertible for current
account transactions

Wage rate’ for women in
Bangladesh are about 58 per
cent of men's and go down up
o 43 per cent of men's during
the slack season.

The contribution of women

" to the prodiiction of goods and

services have remained under

valued because most of these
‘activities have been provided

on a non-monetized basis.
However, recently rural poor
women are defying tradition
oul of economic necessity and
are ‘- seeking employment to
supplement their family in-
come,

According to the , Labour
Force Survey (1989)

million women were in Lhe

civilian labour force which -

constitutes 41.4 per cent of
total -civilian labour force. In
1985/86 there were 3.20 mil-

* ion women in the labour foree.

Note of caution here is that the
dctivities which in 1985/86
were not counted are counted
in 1989 as economic activity
which drastically increased the

participation rate of female

labour. Out of 20.90 million
[emale” labour, only 1.50 mil-
lion are of urban female labour.

Self r:mployment in rural ar-.

eas and wage employment in
urban areas are the major eco-

nomic . activities of female
labour force in Bangladesh.
Agriculture, Forestry and
Fishery sector is the largest

employer of female labour
force (90 per cent).
Production, Transport and

service sectors are second

most important sectors (7 per
cent). Only 8000 out of

20,762,000 female has been in

20.90

« ferential was minimal,

and small huldhga The partic-
ipation of women in -small

scale fishery is quite substan-
tial. Marketing of fish in the

coastal areas is predominantly
n , the hands of women:

([Rothschild and Mahmud
1989). ' -
In some parts of

Bangladesh, women take part

in weeding, harvesting activi--
ties. Gender disparity in wage:

rates in these activities is quite
evident. In rabi season of
1992, the male wage rate was
35 Tk/day whereas the female
wage rate was 25 Tk/day in
Dinajpur, a northern district of
Bangladesh. (IFPRI-CIMMYT
Wheat Farm Survey 92-93).
The employers argued that
although the productivity dif-

weak bargaining power of

women labour force resmu:d in
thear: disparity.

Urban Women and Their
Work:

The female workers ac-

countéd for 14 per cent of to-

tal manufacturing employees in
1988-89 in Bangladesh

. (Bhattacharya, 1994 calculated

using CMI). Participation of
women worker in joint venture

projects were highest (35 per-
son per unit), followed by

Public sectors (20 per unit).

Most of the urban women
workers are engaged in gar-
ments, textiles, pharmaceuti-
cals, electronics and fish pro-
cessing. Sectoral distribution
ol [émale manufacturing em-

ployment remains very skewed

~ where garments sector ainne

the
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Impact of Trade Policy

' Reforms on Women:

The impact of trade policies
on women can be examined by
looking at the incentive struc-
tures of the industries where
women comprise the major
part of employees. Moreover,
the impact of increasing pro-

_ductive activities in both agri-.

culture and industry is sup-
posed to exert great tnﬂutnce
DIl WOoINnern.

Liberalization of emnnmy
that reduces the anti-export
bias coupled with the interna-
tionals relocation of low-
skilled assembly operation in
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tacular growth of export eori

enied garments. food process-
ing .and electronic assembly
lines in Bangladesh. Since fe-
male labour force has been
suitable for assembly-oriented
activities and light and less
skill intensive works, demand
for female labour force in

creased sharply and women
proved equal to the daunting
task of regimented life in the
urban areas breaking the social
barriers. But their working
condition remains pathetic
and their rights as female in-
dustrial workers have not been
protected. The [ILO conven-
tions on labour laws have not

been implemented and no se-*

rious efforts have been made to
raise the consciousness for Lhe
rights. Thé trade unions too, in
the new contexi of globalisa-
tion. have lost their strength
and status and do not always
actively pursue the concerns of
women workers in the gar-
ments and other industries
The cases of long hours, poor
public health facilities and
even deaths due to fire in the
faciories have been reported in
Bangladesh Due to excessive
expansion ol capacity in the
initial days, threal of imposi-

+ Hon of quota restrictions. fre-

gquent work stoppages for po-
litical problems, the garment
manufacturing units, except a
few, can be under perpetual
threat of temporary closure.
This may result in cycles of
lay-off and re-employment of
workers. But not all of them
can get reemployment. Wormern
find it particularly difficult i
surviving in an urban setting

- without jobs, even for a short
"period, The urban life-styles

acquired through employment
in garments factories make |

Aiftye 1l ftor themy o reert (o -

. ment have very often been un-
dermuitung the status and secu-
rity of womnen (See Rahman et
al. 1994} _

The protected inefficient
indusiries have been worst hit
by the recent trade policy re-
forms. Earlier, the burden of
inefliciency fell on the con-
sumers through higher prices\
and many of the infant industry
became perpetual infant indus-
try due to the aegis of tariff
protection. Women working in
the  jute sector, handloom
sector and other small and
cottage indusiries got hurt

The competition from abroad
resiilted in the virtual extinc-
tion of some of these activities.
Although it is claimed that the
loss in employment in those
sectors has been adequately

compensated in the expanding
export related sectors, there

has not been an indepth study
on this aspect ol labour ad-
justment. In fact, we get evi-
dence contrary.to such asser-
tion. Thus Mahmud and
Mahmud (1989) indicate that
liberalisation some fabric types
and the Inflow of smu

Indian fabrigs | ¢ g Sarees)
have been seriously jeopardis-
ing the growth prospects of
home -based handloom indus-

| ries

Liberalization measures for
imported agricultural input re-
sulted in import of huge vol-
ume of irrigation pumps, the
crucial element of HYV tech-
nology. In 1988, the standard-
fzation requirement abolished
and tariff rates were reduced
for irrigation pump and it re-
sulted in a huge jump in the
irrigated area hence proeduc-
tion of [ood creps. Thes
higher volume of food grain
production accompanied by
modern grain processing
huller displaced a significant
number of women workers
whg were engaged in that pro-
cessing with traditional
Dheki'. But greater irrigation

imd evelvne rpeng i

hicher g

Tl
earlier status as well.
The liberalization of trade

has also encouraged expansion
in fish and shrimp exports.
The proportion of . female
labour is substantial at the pro-
cessing stage of fish sector.

Commerciglization of this sec-
tor, while eroded the ecologi-
cal reserve and traditional
livelihoods and safety net for
most rural women living in fish
shrimp production and pro-

cessing zone, the conventional

market mechanism allowing
market price of their labour
could not be ensured either
the use of force and lack of
sensitivity to fragile environ-

Stories. People’'s thea-
tre has enlivened many
evenings in villages throughout

years., Though illiterate and
poor, peasant farmers and
their families enjoy watching
plays and listening to singers
perform -on some open space
by the light of the full moon as
they rest after their day's
labours. Today,. the poor have
no access (o books,
electricity to run radios or
televisions, and live far from
cinema halls. Outdoor drama
still provides the enter-

ment in their lives, and people

themselves.
But people also need educa-

tion. But the poor peasant has

read and write, how to use
fertilisers and tubewells, how

grow vegetables, how to attend
meetings, and how to do so
many other things. These
women and men, and their
children, can only listen and

their work is done,
PDRS. undtrst&ndmg the

poor person's need for educa-
tion and recreation but the
lack of time and energy

many and varied messages,

i s. The aclors communi-
ﬁ with singing and dancing,

[riendly,
frightening way.

These plays and verses are
spoken in local dialects,

RAMA. Music¢, Song and

Bangladesh for hundreds of .

no

tainment and culture in their
|lives, Everyone needs amuse-

go to the theatre to enjoy

little free time to learn how to

to cope with diarrhoea, how to -

learn in the evenings after

to do
both, has solved the problem *
To reach the people with their

RDRS staff perform for the vil-

comedy and tragedy. Through
the use of people's theatre,:
RDRS is able to put over devel-

opment ideas and explain new
situations and practices in a
simple and non-

re-

1

People's Theatre

 ATool for Development

flecting rnaLlife situations that
labourers and landless people
understand, allowing them to
absorb the points easily.
Through such cultural events,

RDRS clients learn about a -
wide variety of socio-economic

issues: polygamy and wife-
beating, immunisation and
leprosy, nutrition and hygiene,
girl's education and people's
organisations,

One song, for mnm11'11::r11'.=:,F
sings of how a woman, whose
husband has refused to build a
latrine, becomes ill, being un-
able to relieve herself in the
fields durlng the day because

Spreumng rm*ssages mmugh dramu

byGolamMostafa

ol Lhe social and religious ta-
boos about men seeing her

~body. A simple message; the

women relate to it, and the
men understand better why
RDRS encourages them to
build ‘latrines near their
houses. Or a play. as in the fol-
lowing scene, shows the bene-
fits to a farmer in }ujnlng an
RDRS group.

RDRS Hhas . used. Peuplr.:s
Theatre over 300 times in the

. last two years. The cultural.

groups, made up of about. 30
stall with talent in singing and
acting, have devised over 20,

plays and 15 songs of love and

the LDCs resultgd in the spec-

hate, struggles and pleasures,
life as the people experience
it. Some traditional groups
from among the local people
have also been supported by
RDRS. Given in the late
evenings, the events have been
well attended. Afterwards.
perfdrmers, development

- workers, and the villagers sit

around and talk about the is-
sues raised. It is RDRS' experi-
ence that People's Theatre is a

. low-cost, approachable, and

successful method of dissemi-
nating its . messages. What's
more, its fun.

- Seene:

. - neighbour Rahim

(Kalim and his wife are sit-
ling in front of his hut. Their
passes by.)

* Rahim: Hullo, brother

. Kalim? What are you and your

wife doing?

Kalim: Hullo, brother
Rahim, we are praying to God
for rain. You know all the crops

in our field were burnt because
of drought. Then, | borrowed

" money from ° Mnhajan to save

our lives. This year there is
still ne rain. If no crops come,
how will we live? How will |
repay the money? So we are
praying to God for rain. But
where are you coming from?
Rahim: I'm coming from

Bashir's house. An RDRS
worker invited me to attend a

* meeting there.

Kalim: Why? Meeting for
what? What did you talk about?

Rahim: The worker talked
about our problems, that we
are not getting good yields due
to drought, how we are always
having to borrow money.

Kalim: But, what can we do?
Attending meetings! What does
he know? |

Rahim: He told us that we
should irrigate our fields, use

fertilisers. Then we'll get good
yields. And RDRS had made a

cheap, bamboo, pump to do
this. He says we should use
compost fertiliser.

Kalim: What is compost fer-
tiliser? I've never heard of it.

Rahim: You see! You should
have come to the meeting. But
I'l tell you. Compost fertiliser
is from all our rotten food and
household rubbish. [f we pre-
pare it properly, and use it like
the RDRS man says, then we'll
get good yields. (Pause) So
maybe we should go to RDRS
meetings as well as praying to
God for rain. Let me join you

tonight, Kalim, and next week
you cdn come to Bashir's
[ )

1

¢rease the labour demand in
all stages of production and
thus crates job for those dis-
placed women. Moreover,
these technological develop-
ments releases women labour
time from household activities
which enhances higher partic-
ipation of women in labeur
ma:ket

The writer is a Senior Resear-
ch Fellow of BIDS (Bangladesh
Institute of
Studies)

This is the first part of a two
part article. The concluding
part will be’ published an:
u:veek
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Agrz Strategies
Giving Dividend

by Md Nazmul Huda Khan

" LLAH has been kind
enough. He looked
Aupﬂft us. This year's
crop production was very good.
From the sale we could repay
the due loans. We could do
something for the family’ —
said a
plying from Mirpur to Gulistan.
"50 this year's sugarcane and
paddy yield has been very
good.” added the former sit-
ting beside. "If this trend con-

tinues, Inshaallah we shall have

no F;oblcm said the later
ese were the chit-chats

between Iwo bus passengers

.hjf-- il IR RS R It tmws

from Mirpur to Gulistan. From
their chit-chats one could re-
alise from the sit behind that
they were sugar cane growers
from Rajshahi who came to
Dhaka for some purpose.

Yes. timely disbursement of
agri-loans, adequate and smo-
oth supply of inputs, better
procurement and distribution
system if couple, with sincere
efforts of the growers which
they .generally are, ngricultural
production can be boost upto
the coveted height by best util-
isation of our man, land. water
and other resources.

During the fiscal year 1993-
94 Bangladesh has been able to
grow 197.20 lakh metric tones
(MT] of foodgrains against the
targetted 205.50 lakh tons. In
1992-93 the food grain yield
was 195.17 lakh tones. So this

.year's production is 1.04%
more than the last year.

Sugarcane yield during the last

yvear was 90 lakh metric tones
that is 19.89 per cent more
compared to'the previous
years yield. The yield in 1992-
93 was 75.07 lakh tones.
Similarly high yield trend was
maintained in potato 8 .38 per
cent, cotton 2.77 per cent,
pulse [dal) 25.50 per cent. oil
seed 26.05 per cent, and
sweet potato 33.64 per cent
more growth than the previous
1992-93 fiscal year. Of course,
our major cash crop jute
growth was 11.57 per cent
less than the 1992-93. This
years production fs only 43.50

-lakh bale against 49.19 lakh

bale of the previous year.

This success is the outcome
of the strategies adopted for
development of crop and small
irrigation sub-sectors. The

strategies set for the Fourth
Five Year Plan were: (a) to ex-

inaw‘blichul.

pand technologies for boosting
crop yield by using fertilizer
and irrigation facilities, (b)
crop diversification for cater-
ing the requirement of the
people and giving priorities for
produyction of food grain. il
seeds, pulse (lentill. potato.
vegetables, fruits and roots,
spices, etc., (c) adoption and
implementation of policies for
easy availability of agricultural
inputs and maximum utiliza-
tion of land and water, and

chanelising procurement and
distribution of inputs. (d} in-
creasing investment for raising

L prafis

income of less privileged poor
rural community and adoption
and implementation of the
projects for landless, small and
marginal farmers with a view
to alleviate poverty, (e) reduc-
tion of import and expansion
of bdse of export of agricultural
products, (f) giving priorities
to labour intensive agro-

expbrt-oriented industries and
ensuring availability of tech-
nology for the purpose: and (g)
human resource development
with greater involvement of
women folk in agricultural ac-

u“mhr_ Fourth Five Year Plan
the Yearly National Growth has
been fixed at 5 per cent while
growth of agriculture sector
has been fixed at 3.5 per ceni
Against this. taking 1989- ﬂi
static. the growth in agricul
ture was 2.4 per cent in 1991-
®2 44 per cent in 1992-93.
28.93 per cent of the Gross

stic Products (GDP} in
1953‘393 came from crop sub-

sector alone, which is 79 per
cent of the total production in
terins of valuation.

Ours is an agrarian country,
75 per cent people directly or
indirectly are dependent on
agriculture. 40 per cent of the
national income comes from
this sector. The country earns
60 per cent of its foreign cur-
rency through export of agri-
cultural produces. In the in-
dustrialisation of the country
that agriculture plays the most
vital role can hardly he over

emphasized,

To pave the way towards a
sustained prosperity and
progress, we need to make out
ways and means to combat de-
terrent natural calamities and
adopt uptodate strategies to

further augment production.
— PID Feature
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Aquac ulture to Bridge

the Fish Supply Gap

byJuanLMemadn

AN aquaculture ponds
‘ — in Bangladesh and
other Asian countries —
refill: in 1995, dinner plates
partially-emptied by reduced
catches in ‘over- P?Eplﬂ“t.'d
fishing ground?
For the moment yes, says

~ the top aquaculiure scientist of

the Food and Agriculture Or-
ganization (FAO) in Asia: Imre
Csavas, a silver-haired Hungar-
ian, based in Bangkok.

But in just five years, larger
populations, able to afford ime
proved diets, will sharply lack
up demand, FAO studies show
this could oulstrip supplies,
possibly by as much as 19.6
million tons.

This gap will also be partly
due to the sieep decline in
marine fish ‘landings. Maxi-
mum sustainable levels of figh-

ing were breached. the United
Nations agegcy thinks, in
1989. (In the Atlantic,,

Mediterranean and Black Seas.
FAO reports marine catches
plummeted py' 25% to 53%
from their peak.)

"Can aquaculture fill this
gap?.” the towering (6-foot-4)
Csavas asks. "Or will the next

- generation have to face drasti-

cally reduced fish supphies?"

Asia accounts for 90% ol
the world's aquaculture output
But alone this region will not
he able to fill this sup-
ply /demand gap.” Mr ( savas
told DEPTHnRews

Capture Iish,landings, this
year. lalled to rebound to their
1989 level Nor are they likely

to do so in the near future.
Thus, fish prices in’ Malaysia,
Vietnam and other places have
surged.

H. this decline persists.®

then per capita fish supply
could start to slide, even be-
fore the year 2000, the FAO
specialist said.
the critical status of marine
stocks in some parts of the Pa-
cific. this is real danger.”

A transition from hunting to
breeding. from [ishing to aqua-
culture, becomes inevitable for
Asia,” Mr. Csavas adds. "In fact,
it has already started.”

Aguaculture is a mature in-
dustry in Asia, the FAO Erpcciaﬂ
ist noted. Paradoxically, it re
mains a major source of pro-
tein and income for millions of
impoverished small farmers.
Asian governments muslt trans-
fer new technology to them
through effective extension.

Asian scientists report
breakthroughs in broadening
selection: mud crab, redclaw
crayfish, etc. In the field. inno-
vative improvements in tech-
nigues and culture systems
have evolved.

. Thai seabass farmers. for
instance, release tilapia into
brackish water ponds to feed
their stocks, Filipino catfish
tarmers developed a similar
cost-cutting technique. And
the Magsaysay Award-winning
Asian Institute of Technology
mass produces cheap filter
feeder fish in sewage fed pond

foday, the T“froentier
science” of biotechnelogy al

"Considering

ready provides new vaccines,
immmuno-stimulants; improved
larval feeds: hormonal manipu-
lation.

"In the next century, ge-
netic improvement of culture
stocks will become the key
area of development,” the FAO ,
scientist predicts. -

Already, there have been
promising genetic fmprm'e
ments of tilapia, comunon carp,
channel catfish and salmon.
Other areas of research that
could pay off in the 21stl cen-
tury include: freshwater prawn

b ]

, farming; marine fish propaga-

tion and grog culture.

Aquaculture's potential,
however, has been sapped by
ecological problems, in a new
paper, Mr Csavas says: envi-
ronmental problems erupt
where ponds, cages qr pens
overload the carrying capacity
of sites.

Social disruptions, for ex-
ample, ripped through pol-
luted shrimp farms in Taiwan,
Thailand and China. Similar
problems haunted fishermen
in Laguna de, Bay of the Philip-
pines and Japan's Seto Inland

Environmental problems
fester mainly in coastal zones.
Significantly. these zones pro
vide well over 56% of the
world's production.
"Sustainability is increasingly
an issue where environunental
limits are breached.’ the FAO
scientist notes

For the 21st century, inland

aquaculture offers the more
feasible option for investments
Decisive action s needed
Otherwise, the r:.u‘phr gap
could widen (o million
tons by the year 2010
DEPTHNews



